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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


PROCEEDINGS 

At  the  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada, 
Held  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  Temple  Building, 
City  of  Toronto,  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  Febru- 
ary, A.I.  2442,  A.D.  1912. 

PRESENT. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Harcourt  Grand  Z.  \ 
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R. 
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R. 
R. 
R. 
V. 
V 
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D.  F.  Macwatt  Grand  H.  J-    Grand  Council. 

W.  S.  R.  Murch Grand  J.  J 

Geo.  J.  Bennett   Grand  Scribe  E. 

K.  J.  Dunstan  Grand  Scribe  N. 

E.  J.  Repath   Grand  Principal  Sojourner. 

John  Boyd   Grand  Registrar. 

J.  G.  Boyce  as  Grand  Senior  Sojourner. 

Geo.  Britton    Grand  Junior  Sojourner. 

Tas.  B.  Nixon  Grand  Lecturer. 

W.  C.  Mikel   Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

S.  Love  as  Grand  Master  of  1st  Veil. 

Geo.  Lanigan    as  Grand  Master  of  2nd  Veil. 

D.  D.  Campbell   Grand  Master  of  3rd  Veil. 

Jas.  Wilson   as  Grand  Master  of  4th  Veil. 

Jno.  Sinclair    as  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

Joseph  Doust    Grand  Dir.  of  Ceremonies. 

H.  H.  Algar as  Grand  Organist. 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

V    "        "     N.    Schnarr,   M.D Grand  Steward. 

V.    "        "     D.   W.  Green    Grand  Steward. 

V.    "        "    J.  A.   Fuller    Grand  Steward. 

Jas.   Herriot    as  Grand  Steward. 

J.  W.  Duncan  as  Grand  Steward. 

D.  R.  Robertson    as  Grand  Steward. 

Jas.    Hughes    as  Grand  Steward. 

E.  A.  Charlton  as  Grand  Steward. 

J.  A.  Stewart   as  Grand  Steward. 

F.  Colton   as  Grand  Steward. 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Copus  St   Clair  Dist.  No.  1 
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R.E.  Comp.  Thos.   Pedlar    Hamilton 

Rev.  Jno.  Berry   Huron 

J.  E.  Cohoe  Niagara 

Geo.  McLeish   Toronto 

S.  J.  Cameron Georgian 

A.  J.  Gould  Ontario 

Rev.  W.  L.  Armitage  . . .  Prince  Edward 

Fred  Symes  Algoma 

Jas.  McCauley Saskatchewan 

R.  L.  Dudley  New  Ontario 

A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  represented 
by  their  qualified  officers,  the  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Con- 
vocation of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  io  o'clock  a.m. 

R.E.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Credentials  of  Representatives,  reported  that  there 
were  157  warranted  Chapters  on  the  roll  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter, of  which  number  115  were  represented  by  the  follow- 
ing Companions : 

No.  1.        Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui,  Kingston. 

E.  Comp.  John  Pearson,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch, 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  dhaw,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  2.  The  Hiram,  Hamilton. 

E.  Comp.  Jas.  Dixon,  J.,  V.  E.  Comps.  Frank  Hills,  G.  H. 

Lanigan,  M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore  (proxy),  P.Z.'s. 
No.  3.  St.  John's,  London. 

E.   Comps.  Thos.   Rowe    (proxy),   J.   H.   Wilson,   R.   E. 

Comps.  J.  A.  Tancock,  John  Graham,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  4.  St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  J.  T.  Lester,  H.,  S.  Singer,  Z.,  J.  King,  J.  T.  R. 

Dewar,  V.  E.  Comps.  Spencer  Love,  J.  G.  Boyce,  H.  S. 

King,  R.  E.  Comps.  R.  W.  Clewlo,  J.  W.  Jones,  H.  T. 

Smith,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  5.  St.  George's,  London. 

E.   Comps.  Percival  Morris,  J.,  Frank  Miller,   H.,  Wm. 

Spittal  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  6.  St.  John's,  Hamilton. 

E.    Comps.    T.   H.   Hayhurst,    Z.,   J.    T.    Wilson,    T.    H. 

Nairn  (proxy),  V.  E.  Comps.  Geo.  Britton,  H.  A.  Mac- 
Kay,  R.  E.  Comps.  A.   T.   Freed,   Thos.    Pedlar,   M.   E. 

Comp.  W.  G.  Reid,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  7.  The  Moira,  Belleville. 

E.  Comps.    Wm.   Thompson,   Z.,   W.   N.    Ponton,   V.   E. 

Comp.  W.  C.  Mikel,  R.  E.  Comp.  Arth.  McGinnis,  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  8  King  Solomon's,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  W.  H.  Roberts,  H.,  C.  H.  B.  Johnson,  Z.,  Wm. 
Stinson,  A.  H.  Lougheed,  W.  H.  Woodstock,  V.  E.  Comp. 
Joseph  Doust,  R.  E.  Comps.  E.  M.  Carleton,  A_lex.  Patter- 
son, E.  T.  Malone,  J.  B.  Nixon,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  15  Wawanosh,  Sarnia. 

E.  Comp.  Isaac  Newton,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comp.  John  Boyd,  P.Z. 

No.  16.  Carleton,  Ottawa. 

E.  Comp.  Geo.  Parker,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Rea,  P.Z. 
No.  18.  Oxford,  Woodstock. 

E.  Comps.  Geo.  Dingwall,  Z.,  L.  E.  Edwards,  P.Z. 
No'.  19.  Mount  Moriah,  St.  Catharines. 

E.  Comp.  A.  N.  Lindsay,  P.Z.   (proxy). 
No.  20.  Mount  Horeb,  Brantford. 

E.   Comps.   D.    C.    Chapin,   J.,   T.   J.    Kirkby,    H.,    F.    S. 

Blain,   Z.,   W    E.   Greensides,   V.    E.    Comp.   C.   T.    Hay, 

R.  E.  Comps.  M.  McCormack,  R.  A.  Rastall,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  23.  Ezra,  Simcoe. 

E.  Comp.  L.  F.  Aiken,  Z,  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Mcintosh, 

P.Z. 
No.  24.  Tecumseh,  Stratford. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding,  P.Z. 
No.  26.  St.  Mark's,  Trenton. 

E.  Comp.  B.  S.  Hooey,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comps.  B.  H.  Siddall, 

R.  H.  Spencer,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  27.  Manitou,  Collingwood. 

E.  Comp.  John  Mair,  Z.,  A.  W.  Lawrence,  R.  E.  Comp. 
W.  T.  Toner,  P.Z's. 

No.  29.  McCallum,  Dunnville. 

E.  Comp.  G.  E.  Parkes,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  G.  W.  Conolly, 

P.Z. 
No.  30.  Huron,  Goderich. 

E.  Comp.  A.  Lawson,  R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Beck,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  31.  Prince  Edward,  Pic  ton. 

E.    Comp.   J.    M.   Branscombe,    Z.,    R.    E.    Comp.    W.   L. 

Armitage,  P.Z. 
No.  32.  Waterloo,  Gait. 

E.  Comps.  J.  H.  Cowan,  Z.,  G.  H.  Thomas,  P.Z. 
No.  34.  Signet,  Barrie. 

R.  E.  Comps.  W.  J.  Hallett,  Alex.  Cowan  (proxy),  D.  F. 

Macwatt,  P.Z.'s. 


6         GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

No.  35.  Keystone,  Whitby. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  L.  Huggard  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  36.  Corinthian,  Peterborough. 

E.  Comps.  R.  S.  Cotton,  H.,  T.  H.  Gillespie,  Z. 
No.  40.  Guelph,  Guelph. 

E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Rapp  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  44.  Mount  Sinai,  Napanee. 

E.  Comp.  G.  T.  Walters,  Z. 
No.  45.  Excelsior,  Colborne. 

E.  Comp.  F.  M.  Brintnell,  Z. 
Afo.  48.  ,SV.  John's,  Cobourg. 

E.  Comps.  Jas.  Gillard,  Z.,  J.  H.  Purdy,  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  J. 

Gould,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  52.  Prince  Rupert,  Winnipeg. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Ducker  (proxy),  M.  E.  Comp.  John 

Leslie,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  53.  Bruce,  Petrolea. 

V.  E.  Comp.  John  Sinclair  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  54.  Palestine,  St.  Thomas. 

E.  Comp.  J.  C.  Spencer,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comp.  N.  W.   Ford, 

P.Z. 
No.  55.  Niagara,  Niagara. 

E.  Comp.  J.  D.  W.  Randall,  R.  E.  Comp.  F.  J.  McClelland 

(proxy),  P.Z.'s. 
No.  58.  Pembroke,  Mattawa. 

R.  W.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  59.  Sussex,  Brockville. 

E.  Comp.  Albert  Stein,  Z.  and  P.Z. 
No.  60.  Doric,  Newmarket. 

E.   Comp.   J.   E.  Hughes    (proxy),   R.   E.   Comp.   T.    H. 

Brunton,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  62.  York,  Bglinton. 

E.  Comps.  A.  J.  Brown,  R.  Lennox,  V.  E.  Comps.  Wm. 
Duncan,  D.  Robertson  (proxy),  R.  E.  Comps.  R.  W. 
Hull,  R.  J.  Gibson,  Geo.  McLeish,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  63.  Havelock,  Kincardine. 

E.  Comp.  M.  J.  Macpherson,  Z. 
No.  64.  Willson,  Wclland. 

E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Crowther   (proxy),  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  E. 

Cohoe,  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  65.  St.  Paul's  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  L.  F.  Riggs,  E.  J.  B.  Duncan,  R.  E.  Comps. 
Aubrey  White,  Beni.  Allen,  W.  G.  Eakins,  C.  W.  Postle- 
thwaite,  K.  J.  Dunstan,  M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt, 
P.Z.'s. 

No.  66.  The  Malloch,  Seaforth. 

V.  E.  Comp.  R.  S.  Hays,  R.  E.  Comps.  R.  E.  Cooper, 
John  Berry,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  67.  Enterprise,  Harriston. 

E.  Comp.  A.  L.  Patterson,  Z. 
No.  68.  Maitland,  N.  Augusta. 

E.  Comp.  Albert  Stein  (proxy). 
No.  69.  Grimsby,  Grimsby. 

E.  Comp.  R.  Wismer,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comps.  W.  F.  Randall, 

Wm.  Forbes,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  70.  Grand  River,  Bracebridge. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Isaac  Huber  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  72.  Keystone.  Stirling. 

E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Ketcheson,  Z.,  V.  E.  Comp.  H.  H.  Algar, 

P.Z. 
No.  75.  St.  Clair,  Milton. 

E.    Comps.   Alex.    Armstrong,    Z.,    G.    A.    Griffith,    John 

Irving,   V.  E.   Comp.   S.   R.   Bews,   R.   E.   Comps.   Geo. 

Sitzer,  Wm.  Panton,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  77.  Occident,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  A.  C.  Larter,  J.,  S.  G.  Newdick,  H.,  G.  E. 
Montgomery,  Z.,  W.  B.  Stoneham,  Robt.  Falconer,  Robt. 
Charlton,  R.  E.  Comps.  A.  G.  Horwood,  G.  K.  Clemens, 
J.  W.  Hickson,  E.  J.  Repath,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  79.  Orient,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  S.  P.  Ward,  J.,  J.  J.  Gilmour,  Z.,  W.  J.  Chick, 

V.  E.  Comp.  J.  A.  C.  Stewart,  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  B.  Foster, 

P.Z.'s. 
No.  80.  Ark,  Windsor, 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Copus  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  81.  Aylmer,  Aylmer. 

E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Fear  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  82.  Shuniah,  Port  Arthur. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Fred  Symes   (proxy). 
No.  83.  Ionic,  Orangeville. 

E.  Comp.  W.  M.  Green,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  A.  V.  Preston, 

P.Z. 
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No.  86.  Macpherson,  Meaford. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  Sparling  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  90.  Golden,  Kenora. 

V.  E.  Comp.  N.  Schnarr  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  91.  Antiquity,  Toronto. 

E.   Comps.   J.    C.    Clark,   J.,    W.   J.   Thomson,   H„   Jas. 

Herriot,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  P.Z. 

No.  94.  Midland,  Lindsay. 

E.  Comps.  Frank  Webster,  Z.,  A.  M.  Fulton,  R.  E.  Comp. 
J.  W.  Wallace,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  95.  Tuscan,  Sudbury. 

E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Colloton  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.   98.  Vancouver,    Vancouver. 

R.  E.  Comp.  G.  J.  Bennett  (proxy). 
No.  99.  Keystone,  Portage  la  Prairie. 

E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Johnston  (proxy). 
No.  100.  St.  Lawrence,  Brockville. 

E.  Comp.  Albert  Stein  (proxy). 
No.  102.  Algonquin,  S.  S.  Marie. 

E.   Comp.   R.   G.   Campbell,   V.   E.   Comp.   D.  W.   Green 

(proxy),   P.Z.'s. 
No.  103.  St.  John's,  North  Bay. 

E.  Comp.  H.  J.  McAuslan,  Z.,  R.  E.  Comps.  J.  T.  Novell, 

R.  L.  Dudley,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  104.  White  Oak,  Oakville. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Robinson,  P.Z. 
No.  106.  Alberta,  Calgary. 

V.  E.  Comp.  E.  Nelson  Brown  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  112.  St.  John's,  Morrisburg. 

E.  Comps.  C.  D.  Bouck,  Z.,  C.  W.  Marsh,  P.Z. 
No.  113.  Covenant,  Cornwall. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Hallett  (proxy). 
No.  115.  Brant,  Paris. 

E.  Comp.  L.  A.  Lapierre,  Z. 
No.  116.  Maple,  Car  let  on  Place. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  117.  Berlin,  Berlin. 

E.  Comp.  A.  H.  Welker  (proxy;,  P.Z. 
No.  118.  North  Star,  Edmonton. 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Smith  (proxy). 
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No.  119.  King  Cyrus,  Leamington. 

E.  Comp.  Thos.  Rowley,  Z. 
No.  122.  Rossland,  Rossland. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  (proxy). 
No.  123.  Nelson,  Nelson. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore   (proxy). 
No.  124.  Westminster,  New  Westminster. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Benj.  Allen  (proxy). 
No.  125.  Rocky  Mountain,  Cranbrook. 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Smith  (proxy). 
No.  128.  Revelstoke,  Revelstoke. 

R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Smith   (proxy). 
No.  131.  Amabel,  Wiarton. 

E.  Comps.  J.  E.  Johnston,  Z.,  Win.  Smythe,  D.  Huether, 

R.  E.  Comp.  S.  J.  Cameron,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  132.  Leeds,  Gananoque. 

E.  Comps.  R.  J.  Webster,  Z.,  A.  B.  Munro,  P.Z. 
No.  133.  St.  Francis,  Smith's  Falls. 

E.  Comp.  Clark  Nicholls,  Z. 
No.  135.  Succoth,  Uxbridge. 

E.  Comps.  H.  W.  Linke,  J.,  W.  Akney,  H.,  C.  Asling,  Z., 

H.   Shilly,   W.   S.  Ormiston.   V.  E.    Comp.  V.   M.   Hare, 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  A.  Clark,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  136.  King  Bdward,  Neepawa. 

E.  Comp.  G.  S.  McGregor  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  137.  Crow's  Nest,  Femie. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  (proxy). 
No.  138.  Shekinah,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  A.  B.  Rice,  Z.,  J.  T.  McMulkin  (proxy),  J.  A. 

Ellis,  V.  E.  Comp.  G.  W.  Clendenan,  P.Z.'s. 

No.  139.  St.  Andrew's,  Havelock. 

E.   Comps.   F.  J.    Squire,  Z.,   G.  A.    McLennan    (proxy), 

P.Z. 
No.  140.  Fort  William,  Fort  William. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Fred  Symes  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.   144.  Presqu'Isle,  Brighton. 

E.  Comp.  O.  L.  Morrow  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  145.  The  St.  Patrick,  Toronto. 

E.    Comps.    W.    F.    Bilger,  J.,    Wm.    Croft,    H„    P.    W. 

Rogers,  Z.,  B.  Cairns,  W.  S.  Milne,  P.Z.'s. 
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No.  146.  Bernard,  Listowel. 

E.  Comp.  D.  D.  Campbell  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.   149.  Atwood,  Rainy  River. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Fred  Symes  (proxy). 
No.  150.  London,  London. 

E.  Comps.  H.  J.  Heath,  Z.,  F.  E.  Harley,  R.  E.  Comp. 

T.  H.  Baker,  P.Z.'s. 
No.  154.  Klondike,  Dawson. 

V.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  Craig  (proxy),  r.Z. 
No.  155.  Ancaster,  Ancaster. 

E.  Comps.  J.  G.  Duns,  J.,  C.  Fortune,  Z.,  G.  B.  Smith, 

V.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Britton  (proxy),  P.Z.'s. 

No.  156.  Avondale,  Hartney. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie  (proxy). 
No.  158.  Shekinah,  Lethbridge. 

M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt  (proxy). 
No.  159.  Golden  West,  High  River. 

M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt  (proxy). 
No.  160.  Prince  Albert,  Prince  Albert. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  McCauley  (proxy). 
No.  162.  Moose  Jaw,  Moose  Jaw. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  McCauley  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  163.  The  Beaches,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  G.  L.  Gardener,  J.,  Caspar  Clark,  Z. 
No.   164.  Lome,   West  Lome. 

E.  Comps.  J.  E.  Milner,  Z.,  D.  F.  Webster,  J.  E.  Fuller, 

P.Z.'s. 
No.   165.  Saskatoon,  Saskatoon. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  McCauley  (proxy). 
No.  166.  Moose  Mountain,  Areola. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie  (proxy). 
No.  167.  Kichikewana,  Midland. 

E.  Comp.  A.  C.  Adams,  Z. 
No.  169.  Temiskaming,  New  Liskeard. 

E.  Comp.  C.  H.  Fullerton,  Z. 
No.  170.  Golden  Compass,  Sintaluta. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  (proxy). 
No.  171.  Rabboni,  Dauphin. 

E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Johnston  (proxy),  P.Z. 
No.  173.  Weyburn,  Weybum. 

E.  Comp.  G.  S.  McGregor  (proxy). 
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No.  174.  Boundary,  Grand  Forks. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt  (proxy). 
No.  175.  The  Hamilton,  Hamilton. 

R.  E.  Comp.  A.  T.  Freed  (proxy). 
No.  176.  Bekah,  Macleod. 

M.  E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt  (proxy). 
No.  177.  K ether,  Pincher  Creek. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt  (proxy). 
No.  179.  Otuskwan,  Calgary. 

R.  E.  Comp.  G.  J.  Bennett  (proxy). 
No.  180.  Bstevan,  Bstevan. 

E.  Comp.  G.  S.  McGregor   (proxy). 
No.  181.  Battleford,  Battleford. 

R.  E.  Comp.  G.  J.  Bennett  (proxy). 
No.  184.  Hugh  Murray,  Bridgeburg. 

E.  Comp.  Wm.  Smythe,  Z. 
No.  185.  Toronto,   Toronto. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Brennan,  Z. 

Forty-two  Chapters  are  unrepresented ;  number  of 
names  registered,  251;  number  of  votes  entitled  to  be 
cast,  469. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

C.  W.  Hasntschsl, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

On  motion  of  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  seconded 
by  E.  Comp.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  of  Representatives  was  received  and 
adopted. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  announced  that  all  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  good  standing  and  properly  vouched 
for,  would  now  be  admitted  as  visitors  during  the  sessions 
of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Scribe  N.  read  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  Grand  Chapter  during  business. 
The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  to  read  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Fifty-third  Annual  Convocation, 
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held  in  the  City  of  Toronto  on  Wednesday,  the  22nd  of 
February  191 1,  when  it  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F. 
Macwatt,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved, — That  as  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Con- 
vocation, held  on  the  22nd  February,  1911,  have  been  printed  and 
copies  thereof  sent  to  all  the  Chapters  under  this  jurisdiction, 
the  recorded  minutes  be  considered  as  read,  and  the  same  be  now 
confirmed. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  directed  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  to  call  the  roll  of  representatives  of  sister  Grand 
Chapters  and  invited  those  in  attendance  to  seats  on  the 
dais,  where  he  greeted  them,  the  Companions  of  Grand 
Chapter  standing.  The  following  answered  to  their 
names : 

R.  E.  Comp.  William   Rea    Alabama 

R.    "  "  Arthur   McGinnis    Colorado 

M.  "  "  Abraham   Shaw    Connecticut 

R.    "  "  William  Forbes    Illinois 

R.    "  "  C.  W.  Postlethwaite   Iowa 

R.    "  "  Geo.  J.  Bennett   Ireland 

R.    "  "  Henry  T.   Smith    Kentucky 

R.    "  "  Benjamin  Allen    Maine 

R.    "  "  R.  G.  W.  Conolly  Maryland 

M.  "  "  John  E.  Harding  Massachusetts 

R.    "  "  Richd.  H.  Spencer  Nebraska 

R.    "  "  W.  S.  R.  Murch   New  Hampshire 

R.    "  John  Leslie   New  Zealand 

R.    "  "  Aubrey   White    North  Carolina 

M.  "  "  George    Moore    Nova  Scotia 

V.    "  "  Hugh  A.  MacKay  Ohio 

R.    "  "  Fred  W.   Harcourt    Oregon 

R.    "  "  D.  F.  Macwatt Quebec 

R.    "  "  W.  T.  Toner  South  Carolina 

R.    "  "  E.  T.  Malone   Texas 

R.    "  "  J.B.Nixon   Vermont 

M.  "  "  W.  G.  Reid   Victoria 

R.    "  "  Alex.   Patterson    Virginia 

R.    "  "  A.  T.  Freed  Washington 

R.    "  "  William    Panton    Western  Australia 

The  grand  honors  having  been  accorded  the  repre- 
sentatives of  other  Grand  jurisdictions,  and  suitable 
response  having  been  made  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Freed,  repre- 
senting Washington,  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues,  Grand 
Chapter  was  called  to  order,  when  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
Z.  read  the  following: 
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ADDRESS. 

Companions  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand   Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

New  Year's  greetings  are  the  first  words  I  wish  to 
communicate  to  you,  my  Companions,  on  this  the  54th 
anniversary  of  Grand  Chapter.  May  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness fill  the  household  of  every  member  of  the  Royal 
Craft  during  the  present  year.  May  our  hearts  expand 
with  gratitude  to  the  Maker  of  all  for  the  many  blessings 
He  permits  us  to  enjoy. 

With  a  jurisdiction  covering  five  provinces,  we  can- 
not hope  to  escape  the  inexorable  penalty  death  exacts 
every  year.  That  we  are  called  upon  to  refer  to  the 
departure  of  any  one  of  our  members  is  sad  indeed,  but 
we  derive  some  solace  from  the  fact  that  the  list  is 
smaller  than  that  of  other  years. 

Toronto  Companions  will  miss  the  kindly  face  and 
familiar  figure  of  .R.  E.  Comp.  Philip  T.  Lee,  P.  G. 
Registrar  (1895),  affectionately  known  by  all  his  friends 
as  "  Phil."  Perhaps  because  he  was  a  bachelor,  for  many 
years  he  spent  most  of  his  evenings  at  Masonic  meetings. 
He  was  brief  in  speech,  charitable  in  thought,  in  conver- 
sation interesting,  and  in  his  reminiscences  there  was 
neither   malice   nor   criticism. 

R.  E.  Comp.  William  Caw,  a  Past  First  Principal  of 
Minnewawa  Chapter,  No.  78,  died  on  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, 191 1.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  Doric  Lodge, 
No.  233,  formed  in  1870,  and  also  of  his  own  Chapter, 
which  was  instituted  in  1876,  and  its  First  Principal  for 
eight  years,  and  was  Grand  Superintendent  of  his  district 
in  1903. 

I  have  also  to  mention  the  loss  of :  R.  E.  Comp.  Peter 
H.  Cox,  P.  G.  Superintendent  Wilson  District;  R.  E. 
Comp.  James  Walters,  P.  G.  Superintendent,  Prince 
Edward  District;  R.  E.  Comp,  John  Fisher,  P.  G.  Re- 
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gistrar  (1895)  ;  R.  E.  Comp.  David  T.  Ferguson,  P.  G, 
Superintendent,  Algoma,  and  V.  E.  Comp.  Harry  F. 
Wright,  Jr.,  G.  Pursuivant  (1911). 

The  Companions  whose  deaths  we  have  received 
notice  of  during  the  past  year  from  foreign  jurisdictions 
are  as  follows : 

Algoma — William  Henry  Dingley,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Arkansas — George  A.  Dannelly,  P.G.H.P. 

Connecticut — Samuel  Bassett,   P.G.H.P. 

Georgia— Young  A.  Wright,   P.G.H.P. 

Iowa— George  R.  Turner,  P.G.H.P. 

Kansas — Thomas  J.  Anderson,  P.G.H.P. 

Michigan— Charles  G.  Blanchard,  P.G.H.P. ;  Thomas 
H.  William,  P.G.H.P. 

Maryland — Henry   Clay  Larrabee,   P.G.H.P. 

Minnesota— Josiah  A.  Peck,  P.G.H.P. 

Mississippi — Frederic  Speed,  P.G.H.P.,  and  G.  Sec. 

Montana— Philip  H.  Poindexter,  P.G.H.P. ;  John  M. 
Ramsey,  P.G.H.P.  and  P.G.S. 

Nebraska — Henry  Emerson  Palmer,  P.G.H.P. 

Nevada — Rufus  Hiram  Kinney,   P.G.H.P. 

Tennessee— W.  D.  Good,  P.G.H.P.;  E.  S.  Miller, 
P.G.H.P. 

Washington— Rev.  William  Pelan,  P.G.C. 

Sister  Jurisdictions. 

The  most  cordial  relations  continue  to  exist  between 
this  and  the  many  Grand  Chapters  with  whom  we  are 
in  correspondence.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
respective  Grand  High  Priests  of  the  jurisdictions  re- 
ferred to,  I  caused  commissions  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
R.  E.  Companions  as  under,  authorizing  them  to  repre- 
sent the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  near  the  Grand  Chap- 
ters to  which  they  belong. 

Delaware — R.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  M.  Baird,  Wilmington. 
Oklahoma — R.  E.  Comp.  William  Noble,  McAlester. 

The  past  year  has  been  particularly  free  from  excite- 
ment.    Happy   is   the  nation,   it   is   said,   which  has   no 
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history.  The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  show 
gratifying  harmony  throughout  the  entire  jurisdiction. 
No  charge  has  been  referred  to  me  against  any  Chapter 
or  Companion,  No  grievances  or  complaints  require  the 
attention  of  the  Committee.  I  have  not  even  been  called 
on  for  a  ruling  which  was  not  covered  by  precedents, 
nor  have  I  been  compelled  to  refuse  any  applications 
for  dispensations,  save  in  the  following  cases : 

The  tyrant  "  precedent  "  compelled  me  to  refuse  my 
assent  to  Royal  Arch  regalia  being  worn  at  a  Masonic 
funeral,  while  it  permitted  me  to  consent  to  its  being 
worn  at  a  blue  lodge  social  function.  I  fail,  I  confess, 
to  appreciate  the  distinction.  In  this  particular  instance 
Tennyson's  oft-quoted  words,  "  broadening  down  from 
precedent  to  precedent,"  would  be  somewhat  inappro- 
priate. 

A  Chapter  passed  a  by-law  imposing  the  payment 
of  a  larger  annual  fee  on  a  Companion  who  had  dimitted 
from  his  blue  lodge.  I  felt  compelled  to  withhold  my 
approval  to  the  by-law.  A  member  of  the  Royal  Craft 
is  not  compelled  to  retain  his  membership  in  his  blue 
lodge,,  and  if  he  feels  that  he  cannot  afford  to  pay 
annual  dues  to  both,  he  is  entitled  to'  make  his  election, 
and  he  should  not  have  a  fine  imposed  on  him  for  doing 
that  which  the  Constitution  does  not  forbid. 

I  was  obliged  to  refuse  permission  for  Chapter  de- 
grees being  conferred  on  a  brother  who  had  resided  in 
the  jurisdiction  only  nine  months.  The  Constitution  does 
not  permit  it,  and  it  is  a  wise  restriction,  as  granting  such 
a  request  might  lead  to  trouble  among  Grand  Chapters. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  have  ruled  that  a  Master 
Mason  who  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  right  hand 
maimed,  is  eligible  as  a  candidate  for  the  Royal  Craft. 
To  hold  otherwise  is  cruel  and  devoid  of  Masonic 
charity. 

A  Chapter  in  the  west  applied  for  permission  to  con- 
fer the  Virtual  Past  Master  degree  so  that  Companions 
would  be  permitted  to  visit  Chapters   in   foreign  juris- 


16        GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

dictions.  Of  course,  I  could  not  comply  with  this  re- 
quest. It  is  not  only  directly  contrary  to  our  Constitu- 
tion, but  not  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
admission  to  Chapters  of  sister  jurisdictions,  which  cheer- 
fully confer  the  missing  degree  on  a  visiting  Companion 
who  has  not  received  it  under  his  own  system.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  if  any  foreign  Chapter  would  refuse  the 
full  privileges  to  a  Canadian  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and 
it  is  also  a  matter  for  regret  that  we  have  within  our 
jurisdiction  any  Chapter  working  under  a  warrant  issued 
by  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  but  circumstances  so  order  it. 

Growth  of  the  Royal  Arch. 

Although  the  past  year  has  been  uneventful,  still  the 
reports  show  a  wholesome  growth.  One  of  my  predeces- 
sors, M.  E.  Comp.  MacPherson  (1884),  in  reviewing 
the  history  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  Canada,  divided  it  into 
periods  of  nine  years  each.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Can- 
ada was  established  in  1857,  with  three  Chapters.  On 
its  9th  Annual  Convocation  (1866),  there  were  24  Chap- 
ters, and  a  membership  of  847,  and  an  annual  income  of 
$611.00,  but  in  debt.  On  its  18th  Annual  Convocation 
(1875),  it  had  under  its  control  67  Chapters,  a  member- 
ship of  3,102,  receipts  $1,791.93,  and  a  surplus  of  $4,- 
281.48.  During  the  third  period,  ending  with  the  27th 
Convocation  (1884),  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  was 
formed,  and  notwithstanding  the  loss  in  members  sus- 
tained in  consequence,  the  number  of  Chapters  increased 
to  eighty,  the  membership  to  3,734,  annual  receipts  $2,- 
542.02,  and  assets  $9,370.90. 

To  continue  M.  E.  Comp.  MacPherson's  idea,  the 
fourth  period,  ending  with  the  36th  Annual  Convocation 
(1893)  shows  87  Chapters,  4,023  members,  income  $2,- 
728.34,  and  assets  $20,004.10.  In  the  fifth  period,  ending 
with  the  44th  Annual  Convocation  (1902),  there  were 
102  Chapters,  6,533  members,  income  $3,392.87,  and  a 
surplus  of  $22,145.65.  We  have  to-day,  on  our  54th 
Convocation,  reached  the  close  of  the  sixth  period,  and 
our  reports  show  157  Chapters,  15,748  members,  income 
$8,388.29,  and  assets  valued  at  $29,665.74.    The  member- 
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ship  during  the  past  year  has  increased  by  six  Chapters 
and  by  1,027  members. 

You  will  find  full  details  in  the  reports  of  the  various 
committees. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  with  this  satisfactory  growth 
there  has  been  a  corresponding  increase  of  duty  done 
and  widened  helpfulness  generally. 

New  Chapters. 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  for  the  following 
new  Chapters: 

Nine  Companions  resident  in  the  town  of  Estevan, 
Sask.,  petitioned  for  a  Chapter  and  I  complied.  The 
dispensation  was  issued  in  July,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
year  the  membership  was  46. 

Battleford,  Sask.,  Companions,  ten  in  number,  made 
similar  application  in  September,  and  since  institution 
have  increased  to  35.  Both  these  Chapters  are  named 
after  the  places  in  which  they  are  respectively  located. 

Victoria,  B.C.,  by  virtue  of  my  dispensation,  issued  in 
September,  has  now  a  Canadian  Chapter,  which  gives 
every  indication  of  doing  good  work  in  the  future.  It 
has  now  a  membership  of  27,  with  excellent  prospects. 
It  is  named  "  Camosun,"  the  former  name  of  the  city. 

The  Companions  of  Rivers,  a  growing  town  of  Mani- 
toba, to  the  number  of  13,  made  application  recently,  and 
were  so  highly  recommended  that  I  had  no  hesitation  in 
granting  a  dispensation  to  institute  Mount  Sinai  Chapter. 
The  institution  was  conducted  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Fred.  L. 
Newman,  of  Portage  la  Prairie,  under  the  happiest 
auspices,  and  its  birthday  gave  promise  of  early  and 
encouraging  growth. 

"  Hugh  Murray "  Chapter,  a  late  addition  also,  is 
located  at  Bridgeburg,  Ont.,  and  possesses  some  experi- 
enced Companions  and  zealous  Masons  among  the  appli- 
cants for  a  warrant.  The  fourteen  petitioners  have  been 
augmented  since  insititution,  and  the  membership  at  date 
is  29. 
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"  Toronto "  Chapter  I  have  referred  to  elsewhere. 
All  these  Chapters,  including  the  two  continued  under 
dispensation  from  last  Annual  Convocation,  viz.,  Kaien, 
at  Prince  Rupert,  and  Otuskwan,  at  Calgary,  have  well- 
posted  officers,  equipped  with  all  necessary  furniture  and 
paraphernalia,  some  of  them  elaborately,  and  for  all  of 
which  I  recommend  that  warrants  be  issued. 

I  also  recommend  that  the  rank  of  P.  G.  Superintend- 
ent be  conferred  on  V.  E.  Comp.  James  Craig,  who  for 
two  years  or  more  has  satisfactorily  performed  the  duties 
of  that  office  for  the  Klondike  Chapter,  at  Dawson,  Y.f., 
not  attached  to  any  district. 

The  wisdom  of  allowing  a  new  Chapter  in  Toronto, 
where  there  are  already  ten  with  concurrent  jurisdiction, 
may  be  questioned.  I  have  made  full  enquiry  and  given 
the  subject  anxious  consideration.  The  petition  was 
signed  by  thirty,  most  of  them  Past  Masters  in  the  blue, 
with  reputations  for  good  work,  and  some  of  them  pro- 
minent in  the  Royal  Craft.  The  First  Principal,  R.  E. 
Comp.  R.  W.  Brennan,  is  a  Past  Grand  Superintendent. 
Each  one  of  its  charter  members  has  given  me  a  promise 
to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  new  Chap- 
ter. The  petition  was  endorsed  with  the  aproval  of  the 
R.  E.  Comp.  George  McLeish,  Grand  Superintendent,  and 
all  of  the  Toronto  Chapters  have  assented. 

I  attended  the  first  emergent  meeting,  when  fifteen 
candidates  received  the  M.  M.  M.  degree.  All  the  officers 
knew  their  work.  Occident  Chapter,  to  which  a  majority 
of  the  petitioners  belong,  had  a  membership  last  year 
of  393;  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  to  which  others  belong,  417. 
Promotion  in  these  Chapters,  if  they  continue  to  grow 
in  the  future  as  they  have  in  the  past,  will  necessarily 
be  slow,  and  a  desire  for  promotion  when  accompanied 
with  the  necessary  qualifications  on  the  part  of  a  Com- 
panion is  commendable  and  promotion  itself  allowable. 

There  are  some  8,000  Craft  Masons  in  Toronto,  and 
less  than  2,000  Royal  Arch  Masons,  so  the  field  is  large 
enough  for  another  Chapter. 
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In  addition,  the  reports  show  that  all  the  Toronto 
Chapters  have  had  a  fair  degree  of  prosperity  during  the 
past  year. 

Chapters  of  Instruction. 

I  attended  Chapters  of  Instruction  at  Toronto,  Belle- 
ville, and  Ottawa.  The  Grand  Superintendents  of  the 
districts  were  present.  The  work  was  not  only  admirably 
but  intelligently  exemplified  on  each  occasion.  It  was 
with  great  regret  that  I  was  compelled  at  the  last  moment 
to  give  up  my  arranged  visit  to  Listowel  to  attend  a 
Chapter  of  Instruction  held  under  the  auspices  of  R.  E. 
Comp.  Rev.  John  Berry,  Grand  Superintendent  of  Huron 
Disrict  No.  6,  especially  since  V.  E.  Comp.  D.  D.  Camp- 
bell, First  Principal  of  Bernard  Chapter,  No.  146,  was 
present  and  took  part  in  the  work.  Colonel  Campbell, 
although  82  years  of  age,  is  still  in  harness  and  ready  at 
all  times  to  assist  in  the  work  of  his  Chapter.  R.  E. 
Comp.  James  B.  Nixon,  Grand  Lecturer,  represented  me 
on  that  occasion,  and  brought  back  with  him  a  favorable 
report. 

I  attended  Convocations  when  the  work  was  exempli- 
fied by  Past  Principals  in  the  following  Chapters: 

Ancient  Erontenac  and  Cataraqui,  No.  1,  Kingston. 

The  Hiram,  No.  2,  Hamilton. 

St.  Andrew  and  St.  John,  No.  4,  Toronto. 

The  Moira,  No.  7,  Belleville. 

King  Solomon's,  No.  8,  Toronto. 

Mount  Moriah,  No.  19,  St.  Catharines. 

St.  Paul's,  No.  65,  Toronto. 

Occident,  No.  JJ,  Toronto. 

St.  John's,  No.   112,  Morrisburg. 

I  have  also  visited  the  St.  Patrick,  No.  145,  Toronto; 
The  Beaches,  No.  163,  Toronto;  The  Hamilton  Chapter, 
No.  175,  Hamilton;  York  Chapter,  No.  62,  Eglinton,  and 
The  Toronto  Chapter  (U.D.j. 
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Work  Wkll  Done. 

Wherever  you  go  you  will  find  the  work  well  done, 
and  no  one  unless  hypercritical  would  cavil  at  it.  The 
officers  are  striving  for  the  ?ake  of  their  Chapter  and 
their  own  individual  reputations,  to  do  the  work  well.  I 
find  a  fair  amount  of  uniformity  wherever  I  have  gone. 
Ait  the  risk  of  criticism,  I  will  say  that  the  desire  for 
hard  and  for  strict  uniformity  in  the  work  may  cause  it 
to  become  too  mechanical.  "  The  letter  killeth,  but  the 
spirit  giveth  life."  A  little  discretionary  power  would 
give  a  Companion  an  opportunity  to  think  and  observe, 
and  he  would  take  a  greater  interest  in  the  work.  Great 
tragedians  have  widely  differed  in  the  interpretation  of 
Hamlet,  and  have  delighted  and  educated  large  audiences 
with  their  individual  ideas  of  the  melancholy  Dane,  and 
the  books  that  have  been  written  on  that  magnificent  play 
of  the  immortal  bard,  would  make  a  fair-sized  library, 
and  each  of  these  books  have  a  different  viewpoint. 

From  Masonry  to  Shakespeare  may  be  a  far  cry,  yet 
our  ritual  is  beautiful  in  language  and  thought,  and  why 
should  intelligent  and  enthusiastic  officers  with  education 
and  resource  be  confined  to  rule  of  thumb  interpretation 
and  allowed   only   "  Hobson's  choice  "  ? 

Sunday  and  Masonic  Halls. 

Complaint  was  made  to  me  that  at  a  Jewish  wedding 
held  on  a  Sunday  evening  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  West 
Toronto,  the  proceedings  became  so  boisterous  as  to  dis- 
turb the  services  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  immediately 
across  the  street,  and  comments  thereon  appeared  in  some 
of  the  daily  papers.  Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  138,  meets 
in  the  building,  and  some  of  its  members  are  shareholders. 
The  Chapter  room  was  not  used  on  the  occasion. 

Upon  inquiry,  I  found  the  statements  to  be  greatly 
exaggerated.  The  representative  of  the  Company  had 
leased  a  room  or  rooms  in  the  building  for  two  succes- 
sive Sundays  for  wedding  ceremonies  and  the  Directors 
were   assured   that   the  ceremony   was   a   religious   one. 
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As  a  matter  of  fact,  dancing  followed  the  ceremony, 
and  the  minister  in  the  Church  on  the  same  evening  did 
comment  on  the  fact  that  such  proceedings  were  permitted 
by  law,  though  he,  when  interviewed,  stated  that  he  heard 
no  noise,  nor  were  the  members  of  his  congregation  or 
the  services  at  all  disturbed.  The  newspapers  did  the 
colouring.  The  Directors,  when  they  heard  of  the  mat- 
ter, promptly  took  action  and  paid  no  small  sum  of 
money  to  have  the  contract  cancelled  so  that  the  second 
ceremony  did  not  take  place  in  the  hall. 

I  mention  the  matter  in  order  to  express  my  gratifi- 
cation to  the  Directors,  who,  while  contending  that 
Grand  Chapter  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  still 
considered  that  they  were  under  an  obligation  to  the 
Craft,  and  also  as  a  caution  to  Masons  who  control  such 
buildings  to  be  careful  as  to  the  uses  to  which  it  may 
be  put  to  by  tenants,  and  see  that  nothing  occurs  therein 
to  shock  public  opinion. 

Early  aspirations. 

When  an  officer  first  enters  upon  the  performance 
of  his  duties,  he  is  generally  charged  with  enthusiasm, 
and  has  in  his  mind  the  initiation  of  reforms  and  the 
eradication  of  abuses.  He  discusses  his  proposals  with 
brethren  of  riper  experience  and  more  mature  judgment. 
Some  may  disapprove,  others  may  listen  patiently  while 
pointing  out  obstacles  in  the  way;  others  again  may 
mildly  condemn  with  only  half-hearted  praise.  The  re- 
sult will  likely  be  that  he  becomes  timid,  doubts  his  own 
judgment,  loses  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  seeks  the 
point  of  least  resistance,  is  content  to  rest  upon  his  oars, 
adopts  the  policy  of  laissez-faire,  and  makes  up  his  mind 
to  adhere  to  the  beaten  path  rather  than  risk  unpopularity, 
and  therefore  simply  drifts.  Do  not  imagine  that  I  am 
describing  my  own  mental  state  in  making  these  observa- 
tions. However,  let  me  say  that,  notwithstanding  the 
adverse  vote  of  Grand  Chapter  two  years  ago,  the 
M.  E.  M.  degree  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  omitted  from 
the  work.     It   is  of  American  origin,    and,    except    in 
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Canada,  never  was  countenanced  in  our  English 
system.  It  conveys  little,  if  any,  Masonic  lesson,  nor 
has  it  any  attraction  for  the  Companions.  As  a  rule, 
there  are  more  members  in  the  smoking  room  than  in  the 
lodge  room  when  it  is  being  worked. 

Masonic  Matters  for  Masons. 

I  would  discourage  wearing  Masonic  regalia  save  in 
the  Lodge  or  Chapter  Room.  As  an  article  of  personal 
adornment,  it  does  not  appeal  to  the  general  public.  In 
fact,  it  is  either  a  mystery  or  a  mark  for  ridicule  on  the 
part  of  those  who  do  not  know  the  significance  and 
symbolism  of  its  every  part.  It  should  be  as  closely 
guarded  from  the  gaze  of  outsiders  as  is  our  work. 

I  would  condemn  reference  to  our  functions  in  the 
public  press,  especially  the  use  of  prefixes,  such  as  Excel- 
lent, Right  Excellent,  and  Most  Excellent. 

I  would  not  encourage  the  introduction  of  outsiders 
during  the  period  for  refreshments,  either  for  entertain- 
ment purposes  or  otherwise.  We  are  a  secret  organiza- 
tion. Why  should  we  parade  or  advertise?  Surely  not 
for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  our  numbers.  That  would 
be  unmasonic.  Surely  not  to  exhibit  ourselves.  That 
would  be  vain.  Let  us  be  content  to  have  the  public 
form  its  opinion  and  pass  judgment  having  regard  to 
the  lives  we  lead  and  the  charity  we  dispense. 

Need  fop  Punctuality. 

My  opinion  is  that  many  Masonic  functions  are  kept 
up  too  late  owing  to  inexcusable  preliminary  delays  and 
long  programmes  at  the  social  period.  The  First  Prin- 
cipal should  be  in  his  chair  sharp  on  time,  open  his 
Chapter,  and  proceed  with  the  business  of  the  evening, 
regardless  of  the  absence  of  any  of  the  officers,  filling 
the  vacant  positions  with  others. 

At  the  refreshment  table  there  may  be  a  number  of 
Grand  Chapter  officers  and  also  of  First  Principals  from 
other  Chapters,  and  the  poor  presiding  officer,   for  fear 
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of  giving  offence,  feels  compelled  to  call  on  them  all  to 
speak,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  one  or  more  of  them 
will  abuse  the  privilege.  Surely  it  is  not  necessary  to 
have  more  than  one  reply  to  a  toast  and  the  Companions 
should  be  permitted  to  reach  their  homes  at  a  reasonable 
hour. 

We  are  at  times  inclined  to  rush  through  the  labour 
in  order  to  get  to  refreshment.  The  refreshment  table 
and  its  associations  are  indeed  a  pleasing  feature  of  the 
evening's  proceedings  and  should  not  be  neglected,  but 
the  candidate  should  be  the  first  consideration.  He  enters 
the  room  for  the  first  time  full  of  anticipation,  and  his 
future  interest  in  his  Chapter  will  depend  largely  on 
the  impression  made  on  him  at  the  time.  So,  nothing 
should  be  omitted,  nothing  hurried  or  carelessly  done. 

Where  Caution  is  Necessary. 

In  considering  the  application  of  a  candidate,  enquiry 
should  be  made  as  to  his  record  and  standing  in  his 
blue  lodge,  so  as  to  strengthen  our  Order  by  the  quality 
of  our  material,  rather  than  by  its  number.  Let  us  build 
on  a  foundation  of  truth  and  honesty.  We  should  grow 
in  moral  stature  and  by  action  exemplify  the  teachings 
and  advantages  of  the  fraternity. 

The  preparations  for  Grand  Chapter  in  the  office  of 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.  were  delayed  by  some  of  the  Grand 
Superintendents  failing  to  send  in  their  reports  within 
the  prescribed  time.  In  fact,  some  of  them  only  reached 
the  office  a  few  days  ago.  One  Grand  Superintendent,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  said  that  he 
had  a  family  to  support.  Most  of  us  enjoy  that  proud 
privilege,  and  it  is  something  that  should  be  thought  of 
before  accepting  office.  These  reports  have  to  be  read  by 
the  Grand  First  Principal  for  comment,  must  be  read  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Condition  of 
Masonry  to  report  on,  and  afterwards  prepared  by  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  for  the  printer. 

If  a  Committee  were  appointed  to  gather  together 
the  rulings,  revise  them,  submit  them  to  Grand  Chapter 
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for  approval,  and  have  them  printed  in  book  form,  it 
would  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  ruling  officers  and 
save  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  much  labour. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  of  the  various  districts 
deserve  no  small  measure  of  praise  for  the  patient  and 
conscientious  performance  of  their  duties.  I  cannot 
enumerate  them  all,  but  will  simply  refer- to  the  success- 
ful efforts  of  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  h.  Dudley,  No.  20,  New 
Ontario,  in  awakening  a  Chapter  in  his  district  that  con- 
templated the  "  happy  despatch  " ;  the  energy  displayed 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  James  McCauley,  Grand  Superintendent 
of  District  No.  19,  Saskatchewan.  He  during  the  year 
not  only  attended  all  the  meetings  of  his  own  Chapter, 
but  visited  nine  Chapters  in  his  large  and  almost  inacces- 
sible district,  which  necessitated  his  travelling  2,200  miles. 
It  took  him  one  whole  week  to  visit  three  of  these  Chap- 
ters. The  First  Principal  of  one  Chapter  travelled  150 
miles  and  the  Principal  Sojourner  walked  twenty-six 
miles  to  be  present  at  one  of  these  meetings. 

The  reports  show  very  few  dormant  Chapters  in  the 
jurisdiction.  Unless  two  of  them  give  more  evidence 
of  life  during  the  present  year,  their  charters  should  be 
removed.  The  success  or  failure  of  a  Chapter  depends 
chiefly  on  its  First  Principal.  He  can  display  energy  by 
obtaining  the  number  of  candidates  necessary  to  continue 
the  work  and  tact  in  securing  a  fair  attendance  at 
Convocations. 

The  "  Periodical  "  Adviser. 

Masonic  periodicals  frequently  discuss  and 
give  advice  as  to  the  ways  and  means  of  making 
our  meetings  more  attractive,  especially  during 
the  social  hour,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
a  larger  attendance.  It  is  a  question  not  peculiar 
to  Masonry  alone ;  the  problem  creeps  into  every  walk 
in  life.  In  our  desire  to  accomplish  a  worthy  end,  we 
sometimes  appeal  to  the  weaker  side  of  human  nature, 
hence  the  origin  of  the  Salvation  Army,  free  lunch 
counters  and  prize  packages  of  tea.  It  is  altogether  a 
local  question,  to  be  solved  by  those  who  rule  a  Chapter, 
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and  if  they  desire  a  large  attendance,  they  must  consider 
the  individual  tastes  of  their  members.  A  professional 
musician  might  not  thank  you  for  an  invitation  to  an 
amateur  concert.  Even  excellent  addresses  may  prove 
tiresome  to  those  whose  life  work  consists  in  preparing 
sermons  or  briefs. 

Some  Companions  want,  above  all  things,  to  en- 
courage a  timid  visitor  to  get  on  his  feet  and  in  halting 
sentences  and  broken  words  repeat  his  gratitude  for  the 
attention  paid  to  him.  While  there  is  much  to  be  said  in 
favor  of  such  a  practice  from  a  Masonic  standpoint,  more 
important  considerations  should  be  kept  in  mind. 

HOW    IT    IS    Rp.CxARDSD 

Regular  attendance  at  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  is  not  a 
question  of  eternal  salvation.  We  are  not  a  missionary 
society.  The  fact  that  we  use  ballots  is  proof  of  this. 
True,  we  do  not  recognize  social  standing  as  a  sine  qua 
non,  still  we  demand  respectability  and  belief  in  a 
Supreme  Being,  and  these  are,  after  all,  the  severest  of 
tests.  There  are  many  Masons  who  do  not  go  to  their 
Lodge  or  Chapter  save  when  hunted  out  on  special  occa- 
sions, and  yet  they  live  the  lives  of  good  citizens  and 
subscribe  liberally  to  every  worthy  Masonic  object.  There 
may  be  more  genuine  fraternity  and  pleasure  in  a  meet- 
ing of  twenty  than  in  one  of  five  hundred.  Let  each  go 
his  own  way  and  hold  his  own  opinion  on  the  question, 
while  practising  tolerance  and  patience  when  listening  to 
others.  A  Companion  may  be  so  situated  as  regards  his 
employment  and  his  home  surroundings  that  he  would 
not  be  exemplifying  good  Masonry  by  attending  every 
meeting  of  his  Lodge  or  Chapter.  Instead  of  criticising 
others,  and  sneering  at  the  small  attendance  at  meetings, 
let  us  turn  the  "  white  light  "  on  our  own  conduct  and 
into  our  hearts  and  not  cast  stones  until  we  feel  satisfied 
that  we  ourselves  are  blameless. 

"  All  Work  and  No  Play/'  Etc. 

R.  E.  Comp.  George  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  took 
an  enforced  holiday  last  summer,  and  I  am  glad  to  be 
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able  to  say  that  he  returned  in  better  health  and  I  hope 
a  wiser  man.  He  who  strenuously  pursues  his  avocation 
year  in  and  year  out  without  relaxation  must  some  day 
pay  the  penalty.  He  is  not  true  to  himself,  his  family,  or 
his  work,  nor  exemplifies  good  Masonry.  I  trust  the 
R.  E.  Companion  will  take  a  reasonable  holiday  every 
year.  My  remarks  are  not  aimed  at  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 
alone,  but  at  myself  and  each  one  of  you,  my  Companions. 

.Worthy  Exemplars. 

I  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of  referring  to  the 
pardonable  pride  with  which  not  only  the  members  of  the 
Royal  Craft  but  also  all  Canadians  view  the  wise  adminis- 
tration of  our  Governor-General,  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of 
Connaught,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, and  Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  England.  The  affairs  of  his 
high  office  as  representative  of  His  Royal  nephew,  King 
George  the  Fifth,  not  only  touch  upon  our  citizenship,  but 
his  conduct  of  them  appeals  to  us  as  Royal  Craft  Masons 
in  a  high  and  peculiar  degree.  He  is  a  worthy  son  of 
the  wisest  Queen  that  ever  sat  on  a  throne.  He  and  his 
late  lamented  brother,  that  prince  of  diplomats,  King 
Edward  the  Seventh,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  by  their  wisdom,  tact,  and  diplomacy, 
have  done  more  than  any  other  two  men  of  their  genera- 
tion in  preserving  peace  and  good-will  among  nations. 

Conclusion. 

I  assure  you,  Companions,  it  has  been  with  no  small 
degree  of  diffidence  that  I  address  you.  I  have,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  Constitution,  given  you  my  views.  I 
am  afraid  you  will  find  much  chaff,  but  in  the  winnowing 
I  hope  you  may  come  across  some  grains  in  the  hopper 
worthy  of  the  consideration,  even  of  this  august  body. 

We  Canadians  are  a  heterogeneous  race,  sprung  from 
many  nationalities,  having  many  creeds,  widely  differing, 
many  divergent  views,  and  growing  to  national  stature  in 
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many  and  various  environments.  It  is  impossible  for  us 
all  either  to  view  the  common  field  of  vision  from  the 
same  standpoint,  or  always  to  arrive  at  the  same  con- 
clusions with  regard  to  its  absorbing  features,  but  we 
can  be  tolerant  in  all  our  differences  as  Masons  should 
be,  avoiding  acrimony  and  personalities,  and  exercising 
that  patience  and  self-control  which  will  ensure  the  abid- 
ing residence  with  us  not  only  during  our  present  Con- 
vocation, but  throughout  the  year,  of  that  peace,  harmony 
and  good  fellowship  which  it  is  the  peculiar  function  of 
this  noble  Craft  to  cultivate  and  develop. 

Finally,  let  me  say  that  I  feel  more  than  grateful 
for  the  large  measure  of  confidence  you  reposed  in  my 
ability  to  sustain  the  dignity  of  this  Grand  Body  in 
the  interval  between  the  last  and  present  annual  Con- 
vocations, and  I  hope  that  my  course  has  justified  your 
trust. 


Grand  Z. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved,— That  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  report  thereon  during 
the  present  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Grand  Superintendents'  Reports. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts 
were  then  presented. 
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ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT,  NO.  i. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

M.E.  Sir  and  Companions, — Permit  me  to  submit 
herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry 
in  St.  Clair  District,  No.  I.  Before  enumerating  the  visits 
to  the  several  Chapters,  I  wish  to  express  my  deep  appre- 
ciation, both  to  the  E.  Companions  who  nominated  me  to 
fill  this  office  and  to  the  officers  and  Companions  of  all 
the  Chapters  in  the  district,  for  showing  me  so  many  cour- 
tesies and  so  much  consideration  at  all  times.  Also,  allow 
me  space  to  thank  R.E.  Comp.  M.  B.  Squire,  who,  besides 
installing  me  as  G.  S.  at  the  regular  convocation  in  March, 
of  Ark  Chapter,  No.  80,  has  been  of  material  assistance 
to  me  during  the  year. 

Lorne  Chapter,  No.  164,  West  Lorne. — My  initial 
visit  was  made  on  March  10th,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
installation  of  officers  in  this  Chapter,  by  my  immediate 
predecessor.  The  officers  who  were  installed  were  well 
posted  in  the  work,  and  there  was  no  criticism  to  be  made. 
It  was  pleasing  to  see  the  active  interest  taken  by  the  Past 
Principals.  The  books  are  competently  kept  by  the  Scribe 
E.,  and  the  Book  of  Marks  somewhat  better  than  the 
average.  The  Companions  gave  evidence  of  their  hearty 
support  of  the  officers,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
absolute  success  of  this  Chapter.  After  the  business  of 
the  evening  was  concluded,  welcome  refreshments  were 
provided. 

King  Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  119,  Leamington. — On 
October  nth  I  visited  this  Chapter  expecting  to  see  the 
M.E.M.  degree  exemplified,  but  was  disappointed,  as  busi- 
ness had  called  the  First  Principal  out  of  town,  and  one 
of  the  candidates  was  also  not  on  hand.  It  being  the  first 
convocation  after  the  summer  recess,  the  attendance  of 
both  officers  and  members  was  below  the  average.  Regu- 
lar business  only  was  transacted.  The  books  of  Scribe 
E.  are  well  kept,  as  also  is  the  Book  of  Marks.  The  Past 
Principals,  officers  and  Companions  are  taking  a  renewed 
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and  energetic  interest  in  Chapter  work,  and  I  shall  be  very 
much  surprised  if  the  year  1912  is  not  a  "record  breaker." 
On  January  9th,  this  year,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  install- 
ing the  officers,  and  I  believe  the  affairs  of  King  Cyrus 
Chapter  are  in  good  hands.  After  the  installation  I  was 
entertained  at  a  very  enjoyable  oyster  supper. 

Erie:  Chapter,  No.  73,  Ridgetown. — The  night  of 
November  27th  I  visited  this  Chapter.  E.  Comp.  Long 
and  the  officers  conferred  the  R.A.  degree  on  seven  can- 
didates. Taking  into  consideration  that  this  was  the  first 
time  in  over  a  year  that  this  degree  had  been  conferred, 
the  work,  as  a  whole,  was  commendable.  The  Scribe  E.j 
Comp.  Long,  has  the  books  of  the  Chapter  in  splendid 
shape.  The  Book  of  Marks,  I  believe,  is  on  the  shelf. 
After  the  meeting  we  adjourned  to  the  banquet,  and,  if 
some  of  the  officers  were,  perhaps,  a  little  "  rusty  "  on 
the  work,  due  to  the  fact  that  it  had  been  so  long  between 
degrees,  they  and  the  Companions  certainly  lack  nothing 
in  cordial  hospitality. 

Ark  Chapter,  No.  80,  Windsor. — This,  my  mother 
Chapter,  I  visited  officially  December  nth,  and  unofficially 
at  every  other  convocation  in  the  year;  regular  business 
and  election  of  officers  were  first  in  order,  after  which  the 
M.M.M.  degree  was  creditably  conferred  by  E.  Comp. 
Turnbull  and  his  officers.  The  work  throughout  the  year 
has  been  A.  No.  1,  but  it  would  be  good  to  see  a  greater 
number  of  the  Past  Principals  take  a  more  active  interest. 
The  books  of  the  Chapter  are  splendidly  kept  by  the  Scribe 
E.,  but  the  Book  of  Marks  is  very  dusty.  On  January  8th, 
this  year,  I  had  the  privilege  of  installing  the  new  officers, 
and  of  responding  to  one  of  the  customary  toasts  later  in 
the  evening.  The  newly  installed  Z.,  E.  Comp.  John  Mas- 
ter, has  a  splendid  start — five  applications  having  been 
received  on  the  night  of  his  installation  and  something 
like  seventeen  expected  at  the  next  regular  convocation. 
It  looks  as  though  19 12  will  be  the  banner  year. 

Prince  of  Wal^s  Chapter,  No.  71,  Amh^rstburg. 
— Because  there  had  been  no  available  candidate  for  sev- 
eral months,  I  did  not  visit  here  until  December  15th, 
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when,  in  the  absence  of  the  First  Principal,  the  R.A. 
degree  was  very  ably  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  Patton  and 
the  officers,  assisted  by  E.  Comp.  Dixon.  Prince  of  Wales 
Chapter  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  manner  in  which  its 
officers  exemplify  the  work.  The  books  of  the  Chapter 
are  in  good  shape,  and  the  Book  of  Marks  is  not  badly 
thumb-marked.  About  fifteen  Companions  of  Ark  Chap- 
ter accompanied  me  on  this  visit.  After  the  work,  the 
"  fourth  degree "  with  usual  toasts  and  responses  was 
enjoyed.  On  January  5th,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  install- 
ing the  officers,  and  I  am  convinced  that  my  successor  can 
have  nothing  but  a  good  report  of  them  next  year.  Fol- 
lowing the  installation,  we  sat  down  to  a  muskrat  supper 
— my  first,  and,  I  hope,  not  my  last. 

Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47,  Chatham. — My  visit 
was  deferred  until  January  nth,  which  was  the  date  of 
the  regular  convocation.  Nothing  but  regular  business 
was  transacted,  after  which  I  had  the  privilege  of  install- 
ing the  new  officers.  E.  Comp.  Martin  was  re-elected  Z., 
and  the  Chapter  may  be  assured  of  a  year  of  prosperity 
and  good  work,  and,  judging  from  the  other  officers  in- 
stalled, for  many  years  to  come.  The  Scribe  E.,  E.  Comp. 
Bensen,  has  the  books  of  the  Chapter  in  good  shape.  I 
did  not  see  the  Book  of  Marks.  They  received  six  appli- 
cations at  this  meeting  and  have  fully  made  up  their  minds 
to  add  thirty  names  to  their  roll  during  the  year.  Here's 
hoping.  We  adjourned  to  the  banquet  room  after  the 
installation,  and  spent  a  very  pleasant  hour  or  two  during 
which  there  were  the  customary  toasts  and  responses. 

MacNabb  Chapter,  No.  88,  Dresden. — Has  not,  un- 
til now,  recovered,  from  the  loss  it  suffered  by  fire  in 
December,  1910.  They  have,  therefore,  been  unable  to 
hold  a  meeting  during  the  past  year.  However,  new  quar- 
ters have  been  built  and  were  dedicated  by  the  Blue  Lodge 
on  January  nth,  1912.  The  First  Principal,  E.  Comp. 
Rev.  Norman  Lindsay,  assures  me  that  the  Chapter  will 
resume  work  at  once,  and  undoubtedly  this  will  be  accom- 
plished and  MacNabb  Chapter  be  under  way  before  the 
Grand  Chapter  convenes  in  February. 
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My  several  visits  have  caused  me  to  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing conclusions : 

In  the  first  place,  I  find  that  the  Book  of  Marks,  which 
should  be,  and  is,  of  much  importance,  has  been  sadly 
neglected  by  many  Chapters  in  the  district,  and  I  would 
strongly  urge  that  the  in-coming  First  Principals  make  it 
a  point  to  have  the  Marks  of  all  Companions  registered 
at  once,  and  that  new  members  be  instructed  to  choose 
their  individual  Marks  and  register  them  with  the  Scribe 
E.  before  receiving  the  R.A.  degree.  In  this  connection, 
some  of  the  Chapters  have  no  pennies.  I  believe  that  a 
penny,  characteristic  of  the  Chapter  of  which  the  Com- 
panion is  a  member,  with  the  Mark  of  the  Companion 
inscribed  thereon  and  carried  in  the  pocket,  has  a  tendency 
to  remind  the  Companion  of  his  duty  to  his  Chapter,  and 
hence  is  the  means  of  his  taking  greater  interest  in  the 
work.  Also,  those  of  the  Chapters  whose  members  choose 
and  register  their  Marks,  sometimes  permit  those  Marks 
to  consist  of  other  than  "lines  or  combinations  of  lines  in 
the  form  of  squares,  angles,  triangles,  or  any  other  form 
in  which  straight  lines  can  be  combined."  In  such  cases 
as  have  come  before  me  I  have  pointed  out  that  the  Con- 
stitution plainly  states  the  only  manner  in  which  a  Mark 
may  be  formed. 

The  furniture  and  regalia  in  some  of  the  Chapters  is 
incomplete,  and,  in  some  cases,  incorrect.  For  instance, 
in  not  one  of  the  Chapters  did  I  find  "  the  ensigns  which 
the  Companions  bear  on  the  staves;"  but,  of  course,  in 
the  smaller  towns,  frequently  there  are  not  twelve  Com- 
panions, besides  the  officers  present.  Again,  in  at  least 
two  instances,  the  P.  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  double-cube. 
In  some  of  the  Chapters  the  floor  was  improperly  ar- 
ranged for  the  work  of  the  R.A.  degree.  This  I  en- 
deavored to  correct. 

One  of  the  Chapters,  and  perhaps  more,  have  what 
might  be  termed  a  "  good  stunt "  for  the  collection  of 
dues :  When  a  Companion  becomes  £>ne  year  or  more  in 
arrears,  he  is  notified  by  the  S.E. ;  then,  if  the  dues  are 
not  forthcoming,  the  S.E.  makes  a  sight  draft  on  the 
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delinquent  Companion  for  the  amount  of  the  dues.  In 
nearly  every  case  the  draft  is  paid,  but,  when  the  draft 
is  returned,  it  is  taken  as  conclusive  evidence  that  the 
dues  will  not  be  paid  and  the  usual  S.N.P.D.  ensues.  A 
glance  at  the  tabulated  report  of  the  district  will  show, 
by  the  absence  of  any  outstanding  dues,  the  result  of  this 
system. 

I  regret  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  hold  a  Chapter 
of  Instruction  in  the  district  this  year.  Not  all  of  the 
Chapters  have  the  accommodations  or  resources  necessary 
for  an  event  of  the  kind,  and,  while  a  Chapter  of  Instruc- 
tion is  urged  by  the  M.E.  the  Grand  Z.  and  unques- 
tionably would  be  of  the  greatest  benefit,  still  it  does  not 
seem  right  that  less  than  half  of  the  Chapters  in  the  dis- 
trict should  be  asked  to  bear  all  the  expense  year  after 
year.  This  difficulty  might  be  obviated  by  each  of  the 
Chapters  in  the  district  subscribing  an  equal  amount  each 
year  for  this  purpose,  as  suggested  last  year  by  one  of  the 
Grand  Superintendents. 

There  is  one  more  matter  that  it  may  be  well  to  men- 
tion. It  is  evident  that  in  some  cases  in  the  past,  Chap- 
ters have  been  lax  in  the  examination  of  the  Principals 
elect  by  two  or  more  Past  First  Principals.  This  would 
be  rectified  if  the  installing  Z.  would  remember  that  he 
is  expected  to  have  two  or  more  Past  First  Principals 
certify  in  writing  that  the  officers  elect  are  fully  familiar 
with  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

During  the  year  there  has  been,  insofar  as  I  could  dis- 
cern, no  sign  of  dissension  among  the  Companions  of  the 
district,  and  I  believe  they  are  all  working  together  for 
the  advancement  of  the  Order. 

I  have  at  all  times  been  received  most  cordially  and 
have  always  been  shown  every  courtesy  possible. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  T.  Copus, 
Grand  Supt.  St.  Clair  District,  No.  i. 

Windsor,  Ont.,  Jan.  20th,  1912. 
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LONDON  DISTRICT,  NO.  2. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

M.E.  Sir  and  Companions. — I  have  the  honor  to 
present  my  report  as  Grand  Superintendent  for  London 
District,  No.  2,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  191 1. 

Beaver  Chapter,  No.  74,  Strathroy. — On  October 
2nd  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  Beaver  Chapter,  accom- 
panied by  E.  Comp.  C.  C.  Reed  and  other  London  Com- 
panions. The  attendance  was  fair,  and  the  M.M.M. 
degree  was  conferred  in  a  way  that  left  little  to  criticize. 
R.E.  Comp.  Argue  is  Scribe  E.  His  office  is  well  looked 
after,  and  the  interest  he  takes  generally  in  the  working 
of  the  Chapter  must  be  of  great  benefit  to  Beaver  No.  74. 

Minnewawa  Chapter,  No.  78,  Parkhiel. — A  num- 
ber of  Companions  of  London  Chapter  visited  this  Chap- 
ter in  June,  and  at  the  request  of  R.E.  Comp.  Sutherland 
put  on  the  R.A.  degree.  We  were  entertained  in  such  a 
generous  way  that  I  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  party 
to  accompany  me  on  my  official  visit  which  was  made  in 
October.  The  officers  of  Minnewawa  Chapter  conferred 
the  R.A.  degree  in  a  first-class  manner.  E.  Comp.  Daw- 
son, Scribe  E.,  has  his  books  in  good  order.  If  a  capable 
set  of  officers  is  any  criterion  Minnewawa  Chapter  should 
make  progress. 

Sombra  Chapter,  No.  153,  Sombra. — I  made  my  offi- 
cial visit  to  this  Chapter  in  December  accompanied  by 
E.  Comp.  Frank  Harley,  of  London  Chapter.  We  were 
entertained  by  as  fine  members  of  the  Royal  Craft  as  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  meet.  While  the  progress  of 
this  Chapter  for  the  past  year  has  not  been  what  it  should 
be,  they  are  very  sanguine  for  the  immediate  future.  The 
M.E.M.  degree  was  worked  in  a  very  creditable  manner, 
and  the  duties  of  Scribe  E.  are  well  looked  after  by  E. 
Comp.  Stover.  I  look  for  substantial  progress  in  this 
Chapter. 

Wawanosh  Chapter,  No.  15,  Sarnia. — Accom- 
panied by  E.  Comp.  C.  C.  Reed,  I  visited  this  Chapter  in 
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November,  and  was  well  received  by  the  Companions. 
There  was  a  large  attendance.  The  First  Principal  having 
left  Sarnia,  R.E.  Comp.  Jno.  Boyd,  G.R.,  occupied  the 
First  Principal's  chair.  The  M.M.  degree  was  the  work 
of  the  evening,  and  I  have  never  seen  a  degree  worked 
more  effectively.  The  minor  offices  so  often  neglected 
were  well  looked  after.  Every  Companion  in  the  room 
was  concerned  in  the  degree  and  took  every  opportunity 
to  participate  in  the  working  of  it.  No  lagging  on  the 
part  of  anyone.  The  result,  a  degree  that  was.  a  real 
pleasure  to  witness,  and  it  is  evidently  the  way  all  degrees 
are  worked  in  Wawanosh  Chapter,  otherwise  the  work 
could  not  have  run  so  smoothly.  Comp.  Wanless  is  an 
efficient  Scribe  E.,  and  the  continued  prosperity  of  this 
Chapter  is  assured. 

St.  Georges  Chapter,  No.  5,  London. — I  made  my 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  in  November  the  night  of 
their  election  of  officers.  The  order  of  business  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  very  pleasing  manner,  each  officer  being 
advanced  one  step,  except  the  Scribe  E.  and  Treasurer, 
who  were  re-elected  to  fill  their  respective  offices.  The 
R.A.  degree  was  then  put  on  by  E.  Comp.  Acheson  and 
his  officers,  and  they  deserve  all  credit  for  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  the  degree  was  conferred.  I  then  had 
the  privilege  of  presenting  a  P.Z.  jewel  to  E.  Comp.  T.  P. 
Elliott  for  services  rendered  while  First  Principal  E. 
Comp.  Wm.  Spittal,  Scribe  E.,  may  well  be  proud  of  his 
books.  The  large  attendance  of  the  Companions,  in- 
cluding many  from  St.  John's  and  London  Chapters, 
speaks  well  for  the  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  Lon- 
don. There  is  plenty  of  rivalry  between  them,  but  it  is 
of  a  friendly  nature. 

London  Chapter,  No.  150,  London. — I  paid  my  offi- 
cial visit  to  this  Chapter,  of  which  I  am  a  charter  member  j 
in  October.  The  First  Principal,  Geo.  W.  Reed,  was  the 
first  candidate  advanced  in  London  Chapter.  He  was  a 
good  candidate,  and  is  as  good  in  the  First  Principal's 
chair.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  the  Companions, 
and  the  M.M.  degree,  as  exemplified  by  the  officers  of 
the  Chapter,  was  well  done,  showing  the  advantage  of 
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plenty  of  work  throughout  the  year.  E.  Comp.  C.  C. 
Reed,  Scribe  E.,  looks  well  to  the  business  of  his  office. 
E.  Comp.  Frank  Harley  was  the  recipient  of  a  P.Z.  jewel. 
The  Companions  made  no  mistake  in  honoring  this  Com- 
panion, who  is  just  as  active  now  in  the  interests  of  the 
Chapter  as  while  in  office.  I  look  for  still  better  progress 
for  this  Chapter  as  they  commence  the  new  year  in  the 
more  suitable  quarters  occupied  by  the  other  Chapters 
in  the  Masonic  Temple.  The  returns  for  the  year  show 
a  substantial  gain. 

Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53,  Petrolia. — In  October  I 
visited  this  Chapter  officially  and  was  well  received  by 
the  officers  and  Companions.  The  M.M.  degree  was  put 
on  in  an  efficient  manner.  The  books  are  well  looked 
after  by  the  Scribe  E.  This  Chapter  is  fortunate  in  hav- 
ing a  number  of  old  officials  well  posted  in  the  ancient 
history  of  Masonry  and  the  fourth  degree  was  much  en- 
joyed with  the  Companions  I  had  with  me  on  this  visit, 
E.  Comp.  Marshall,  Comps.  Lancaster  and  Dyer. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  3,  London. — My  official 
visit  to  this  Chapter  was  made  in  October.  A  large  num- 
ber of  Companions  were  in  attendance,  the  other  city 
Chapters  being  well  represented.  E.  Comp.  T.  G.  Davis, 
and  assisted  by  his  good  staff  of  officers,  put  on  the  M.M. 
degree  in  a  very  impressive  manner.  E.  Comp.  Davis  is 
a  good  presiding  officer,  and  is  ably  assisted  by  R.E. 
Comp.  Ellwood,  who  is  not  only  one  of  the  best  posted 
Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  district,  but  also  a  Scribe  E. 
that  any  Chapter  could  well  be  proud  of.  During  the 
evening,  at  the  request  of  the  First  Principal,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  presenting  to  E.  Comp.  Simmie  a  Past  Prin- 
cipal's jewel.  The  continued  success  of  this  Chapter  is 
assured. 

Aylmer  Chapter,  No.  81,  Aylmer. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  officially  accompanied  by  R.E.  Comp.  John 
Graham  and  other  London  Companions.  The  M.M.M. 
degree  was  put  on  in  a  capable  manner.  Comp.  John 
Richards,  S.E.,  was  attending  to  his  duties,  although 
far  from  being  well.  Writing  to  him  recently  I  learned 
that  he  has  been  confined  to  his  room  for  some  weeks. 


ANNUAL   CONVOCATION,   TORONTO,    1912         37 

The  statistical  returns  for  this  Chapter  would  have  been 
well  omitted  had  I  known  that  this  fine  old  Companion 
would  have  insisted  on  filling  in  the  report  while  lying 
sick.  E.  Comp.  Fear  is  a  valuable  member  of  this  Chap- 
ter. It  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  a  Past  Principal  who  does 
not  think  his  work  is  over  as  soon  as  he  leaves  the  First 
Principal's  chair. 

Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54,  St.  Thomas. — My  offi- 
cial visit  to  this  Chapter  was  made  in  October.  A  hearty 
invitation  was  sent  to  the  London  Companions  and  a  num- 
ber accompanied  me,  including  R.E.  Comp.  Buchner, 
P.G.R.  The  R.A.  degree  was  put  on  by  E.  Comp.  Judd 
and  officers  in  a  way  that  it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  wit- 
ness. Evidently  this  Chapter  sets  a  high  .standard'  for 
its  officers.  V.E.  Comp.  Idsardi,  S.E.,  takes  a  pride  in 
his  work.  Needless  to  say  the  books  are  well  kept.  Suc- 
cess is  certain  for  this  Chapter. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  of 
London  District,  No.  2,  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me 
at  the  last  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  for  the 
many  courtesies  extended  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

The  condition  of  the  district  in  general  I  found  to  be 
very  prosperous,  and  those  Chapters  that  had  not  made 
the  progress  they  anticipated  were  endeavoring  to  make 
a  decided  step  forward  during  the  coming  year. 

At  one  visit  I  met  with  a  complaint  regarding  the 
minimum  fee  charged,  which  they  claimed  was  too  much 
for  country  districts,  but  I  did  not  meet  with  this  com- 
plaint in  any  other  Chapter  visited. 

It  was  my  pleasure  during  my  visits  to  have  a  num- 
ber of  the  Companions  from  the  London  Chapters  accom- 
pany me,  and  their  assistance  and  company  was  much 
appreciated. 

I  bespeak  for  my  successor  a  successful  year,  and 
trust  that  he  may  find  the  district  in  as  good  condition  as 
it  was  during  my  term  of  office. 

Fraternally  yours, 

T.  H.  Baker, 
Grand  Supt.  London  District,  No.  2. 
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WILSON  DISTRICT,  NO.  3. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  consideration  my 
report  as  Grand  Superintendent  of  Wilson  District,  No.  3. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  the 
district.  I  find  that  all  are  in  prosperous  condition,  and 
that  a  spirit  of  fraternity  and  good  will  exists  throughout 
the  district.  During  the  period  there  has  been  no  case  of 
disagreement  reported  to  me,  and  the  most  perfect  har- 
mony appears  to  prevail  in  every  part  of  the  district. 

Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20,  Brantford. — My 
official  visit  was  made  to  this  the  largest  Chapter  in  the 
district  on  November  3.  Companion  Dr.  Marquis  had 
very  kindly  proceeded  to  the  G.  T.  R.  station  to  meet  me 
with  'his  motor  car  and  the  whole  evening  was  charac- 
terized by  a  warmth  of  hospitality  which  will  leave 
pleasant  memories  not  only  for  the  new  acquaintances 
formed,  but  for  the  opportunities  of  renewing  those  of 
other  days.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  done  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  Chapter  is  in  a  most  promis- 
ing condition. 

Harris  Chapter,  No.  41,  Ingersoll. — Was  visited 
by  me  officially  on  Nov.  24.  A  good  attendance  of  zealous 
Companions  welcomed  me  and  exemplified  the  work  of 
the  M.M.M.  degree  to  my  satisfaction.  An  air  of  cordial- 
ity pervades  the  place.  Ingersoll  is  a  live  Masonic  town, 
and  the  prospects  of  both  Symbolic  and  Capitular 
Masonry  there  are  bright. 

Oxford  Chapter,  No.  18,  Woodstock. — I  paid  my 
official  visit  to  Woodstock  on  Dec.  1.  A  goodly  number 
of  Companions  attended  the  meeting  and  the  M.M.M.  de- 
gree was  conferred.  The  work  of  the  Chapter  is  done 
efficiently,  and  the  hospitality  of  the  Companions  is  a 
prominent  feature. 

Ezra  Chapter,  No.  23,  Simcoe. — The  second  Chapter 
in  the  district,   numerically  considered,   although  in  the 
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smallest  town,  was  visited  by  me  officially  on  Jan.  n. 
The  officers  were  installed  with  the  assistance  of  R.  E. 
Comp.  Christie,  who  has  been  for  many  years  an  enthusi- 
astic Royal  Arch  Mason  and  has  contributed  largely  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  Chapter  by  his  attendance  and  in- 
terest in  the  work.    The  Chapter  is  prosperous. 

Brant  Chapter,  No.  115,  Paris. — Was  visited  on  Jan. 
29th.  During  my  term  of  office  this  was  the  only  official 
visit  made  at  which  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred. 
The  degree  work  was  done  in  a  particularly  acceptable 
manner,  although  the  attendance  was  rather  small,  owing 
to  an  attraction  in  the  town  which  drew  the  whole  coun- 
tryside. The  subordinate  degrees  had  been  conferred 
upon  the  candidate  in  the  afternoon  in  order  to  have  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  for  the  evening. 

In  every  case  the  hospitality  of  the  Companions  has 
been  a  prominent  feature  of  the  evening.  It  is  difficult, 
not  to  say  invidious,  to  make  comparisons  in  the  work 
and  condition  of  the  various  Chapters.  Brantford  is  the 
largest  city  and  has  the  largest  Chapter ;  Paris,  while  of 
more  than  4,000  population,  has  the  smallest  Chapter. 
This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  proximity  of  Brantford,  only 
seven  miles  away.  Ingersoll  has  a  larger  Chapter  than 
Woodstock,  although  a  smaller  town.  This  may  be  partly 
due  to  the  relative  location  of  lodges  and  the  fact  that  it 
is  impossible  for  some  blue  lodge  members  living  south  of 
Woodstock  to  get  convenient  railway  service.  Ezra  Chap- 
ter at  Simcoe  owes  its  large  membership  to  some  extent 
to  the  fact  that  it  has  a  number  of  strong  lodges  to  draw 
from.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  the  relative  numbers  in 
the  Chapters  is  not  a  criterion  as  to  efficiency  or  zeal. 

I  trust  that  the  district  may  continue  to  prosper  and 
that  in  its  growth  the  high  character  of  the  membership 
may  still  do  honor  to  the  distinguished  name  it  bears.  I 
thank  the  Companions. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  A.  McIntosh, 
Grand  Supt.  Wilson  District,  No.  3. 
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WELLINGTON  DISTRICT,  NO.  4. 

To  the  M.E.,  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Wellington  District, 
No.  4,  for  the  past  year.  I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters 
in  the  district,  and  have  found  them  enjoying  a  fair  degree 
of  prosperity,  but,  with  one  exception,  not  making  any 
very  active  progress.  The  truth  seems  to  be  that  the 
multiplication  of  social  and  fraternal  organizations  of 
recent  years  has  become  such  a  burden  that  few  men 
attempt  to  take  an  active  interest  in  many  of  the  organ- 
izations which  claim  their  allegiance.  From  this  prevail- 
ing condition  the  Chapter  seems  to  suffer  more  than  the 
Lodge,  and  hence  we  frequently  find  the  Companion  who 
contents  himself  with  having  taken  the  several  degrees 
and  paying  his  dues,  and  does  not  attempt  to  attend  regu- 
larly or  take  any  interest  in  the  active  work  of  the 
Chapter. 

I  found  all  the  Chapters  in  possession  of  a  Mark 
Book,  but  in  no  case  was  it  entered  up  to  date.  In  most 
Chapters  it  is  practically  a  dead  letter.  If  the  mark  is 
to  be  a  reality,  I  think  some  steps  should  be  taken  to 
emphasize  it.  Otherwise,  I  found  the  secretarial  work 
well  performed. 

Waterloo  Chapter,  No.  32,  Gai/t. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  at  the  regular  convocation  on  Oct.  9th.  I  was 
introduced  by  R.  E.  Companions  Taylor  and  Cowan,  and 
received  a  warm  welcome.  The  attendance  was  fair  and 
a  marked  interest  in  the  work  was  taken  by  those  present. 

E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Cowan,  First  Principal,  presided  and 
conferred  the  supreme  degree  in  a  very  efficient  and  im- 
pressive manner.  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  meet  my  im- 
mediate predecessor,  R.  E.  Comp.  Collins.  After  the 
meeting  an  enjoyable  hour  was  spent  at  the  refreshment 
table.  Waterloo  Chapter  is  prosperous  and  has  excellent 
prospects. 
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Berlin  Chapter,  No.  17,  Berlin. — I  visited  Berlin 
Chapter  on  Oct.  20th.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Welker,  E.Z., 
presided.  There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  members,  but 
as  there  was  no  work  the  business  of  the  evening  was 
confined  to  matters  of  ordinary  routine.  This  Chapter 
is  perhaps  more  elegantly  and  comfortably  housed  than 
any  in  the  district,  and  ought  to  make  greater  progress 
than  it  has  done  recently.  I  think  the  members  realize 
the  necessity  for  a  little  more  energy  and  I  confidently 
look  for  marked  progress  during  the  comkig  year.  I  was 
much  pleased  to  meet  E.  Comps.  J.  H.  Cowan  and  R.  S. 
Robinson  of  Gait,  who  came  over  for  the  meeting. 

Enterprise  Chapter,  No.  67,  Harriston. — My  visit 
to  this  Chapter  was  at  the  regular  convocation  on  Nov. 
6th.  E.  Comp.  W.  D.  McLellan  presided  and  there  was  a 
fair  attendance  of  members,  in  spite  of  very  bad  weather. 
There  was  no  work  and  the  principal  business  of  the 
evening  was  the  election  of  officers.  The  Chapter  has  not 
had  much  growth  during  the  year,  but  is  excellently 
officered,  harmonious  and  prosperous.  It  gave  me  great 
pleasure  to  meet  my  old  friend',  R.E.  Comp.  A.  Eisner, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  faithful  of  the  members. 

Ionic  Chapter,  No.  83,  OrangevillE. — This  being 
my  own  Chapter,  I  attended  most  of  the  meetings  during 
the  year,  and  visited  it  officially  on  Nov.  7th.  E.  Comp. 
R.  H.  Robinson,  E.Z.,  presided.  The  officers  are  faithful 
and  know  their  work.  The  members  being  largely  non- 
resident, the  attendance  is  not  large,  but  the  Chapter  is 
prosperous  and  is  making  some  progress.  It  lost  a  prom- 
ising and  highly  esteemed  member  in  the  death,  on  July 
13th  last,  of  Comp.  Robert  Meek.  R.E.  Comp.  Robert 
Irvine  is  still  one  of  the  most  active  and  faithful  of  the 
Companions  in  Orangeville. 

Guelph  Chapter,  No.  40,  GuELph. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  at  the  regular  convocation  on  Dec.  8th,  accom- 
panied by  E.  Comp,  J.  Kilpatrick  of  Orangeville.  The 
attendance  was  not  large,  and  I  found  the  Chapter  had 
not  been  meeting  regularly  and  was  in  some  difficulty, 
owing  to  the  regrettable  illness  for  the  past  six  months 
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of  R.E.  Comp.  R.  Mahoney,  the  First  Principal,  and  the 
removal  to  Toronto  of  the  Scribe  E.  I  had  the  pleasure, 
however,  of  installing  E.  Comp.  W.  G.  Stephenson  as  the 
new  First  Principal,  with  an  excellent  staff  of  officers,  all 
of  whom  seemed  to  undertake  their  duties  with  an  ex- 
cellent spirit  and  the  determination  to  overcome  present 
difficulties,  in  which  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  succeed. 
R.E.  Comp.  R.  Mahoney,  although  far  from  well,  was 
present  to  show  his  active  interest  in  the  Chapter. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Companions  of 
the  district  for  the  honor  done  me  in  electing  me  to  the 
highest  place  in  their  gift,  as  well  as  for  the  marked  hos- 
pitality and  kindness  which  I  everywhere  received. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  A.  V.  Preston, 
Grand  Supt.  Wellington  District,  No.  4. 
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HAMILTON  DISTRICT,  NO.  5. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions. — I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  for  your  consideration  my  report  on  the  condition 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  Hamilton  District  for  the 
year  ending  Dec.  31st,  191 1.  I  would,  in  the  first  place, 
take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Excellent  Companions  of  this  district  for  the  great  honor 
they  have  done  me  in  electing  me  to  the  highest  office  in 
the  district. 

Immediately  after  my  installation  as  Grand  Superin- 
tendent, I  appointed  E.  Comp.  Frank  Hills  as  District 
Scribe  E.,  and  whom  I  now  desire  to  thank  for  his  very 
kind  and  efficient  services. 

I  have  visited  every  Chapter  in  the  district  during  my 
term  of  office,  and  can  only  reiterate  what  has  already 
been  expressed  by  my  predecessors  as  to  the  uniformity 
and  general  excellence  of  the  work  of  the  various  Chap- 
ters. 

Ancaster  Chapter,  No.  155,  Ancaster. — I  paid  my 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Monday,  Nov.  1st,  accom- 
panied by  E.  Comp.  Hills.  I  must  confess  that  this,  my 
first  official  visit,  was  somewhat  disappointing,  as  it  was 
not  until  long  after  the  hour  for  opening  that  a  quorum 
could  be  got  together  to  open  the  Chapter.  There  was  no 
work  and  the  short  time  at  my  disposal  was  spent  in 
an  examination  of  the  general  aspects  of  the  Chapter. 
The  Scribe  E.,  E.  Comp.  G.  B.  Smith,  has  his  books  in 
good  shape  and  is  a  very  valuable  officer,  but  I  consider 
the  quarters  occupied  by  the  Chapter  totally  inadequate 
for  the  purposes  required.  The  future  of  this  Chapter 
appears  to  be  anything  but  bright. 

St.  Clair  Chapter.  No.  j^,  Miltox. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  9th,  accompanied  bv  M.E. 
Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  P.G.Z.,  and  V.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Hills. 
It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  find  this  Chapter  in  so 
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flourishing  a  condition,  and  in  witnessing  the  R.A.  degree 
conferred  on  four  candidates  by  E.  Comp.  G.  A.  Griffiths 
and  his  able  staff  of  officers.  For  dignity  and  impressive- 
ness,  I  have  seldom  seen  the  work  excelled.  Under  the 
guidance  of  those  stalwarts,  R.E.  Comps.  J.  A.  Fraser  and 
Wm.  Panton,  the  Scribe  E.,  there  need  be  no  anxiety  for 
the  welfare  of  St.  Clair  Chapter. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  6,  Hamilton. — I  officially 
visited  this,  rny  mother  Chapter,  on  Thursday,  Dec.  14th, 
and  was  heartily  received  by  E.  Comp.  F.  H.  Nairn  and 
the  Companions.  There  was  no  work,  but  as  I  have  had 
the  privilege  of  attending  the  convocations  during  the 
year,  I  can  vouch  that  the  work  is  performed  in  an 
almost  faultless  manner.  At  the  request  of  the  E.Z.,  I 
conducted  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
and  the  unanimity  in  the  choice  of  officers  is  in  itself  an 
assurance  of  progress  and  prosperity  for  the  future. 

The:  Hamilton  Chapter,  No.  175,  Hamilton. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  19th,  and  was  most 
cordially  received  by  E.  Comp.  F.  J.  Howell,  First  Prin- 
cipal, and  the  Companions  of  the  Chapter.  No  degrees 
were  conferred  at  this  meeting,  but  I  have  had  the  plea- 
sure of  witnessing  the  work  done  during  the  year,  and 
the  exemplification  of  the  several  degrees  left  nothing  to 
be  desired.  At  the  request  of  the  E.Z.,  I  conducted  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  year  1912.  In  E.  Comp. 
W.  F.  McGiverin,  as  Scribe  E.,  they  have  an  excellent 
and  painstaking  officer,  whose  books  are  models  of  neat- 
ness and  accuracy.  Under  the  guidance  of  such  veteran 
Masons  as  M.E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  R.E.  Comp.  A.  T. 
Freed  and  E.  Comps.  W.  H.  Ballard,  R.  A.  Thompson  and 
others,  the  future  of  this,  the  baby  Chapter,  is  well  as- 
sured. 

The  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2,  Hamilton. — I  officially 
visited  this  Chapter  on  Friday,  Dec.  22nd,  and  was  re- 
ceived with  the  same  hearty  and  fraternal  greeting  by 
E.  Comp.  Thos.  Towers  and  the  members.  As  is  the 
case  in  all  our  city  Chapters,  no  work  was  done,  as  the 
occasion  of  the  "annual  meeting,"  as  it  is  called,  is  set 
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aside  for  the  election  of  officers  and  social  reunion  of  the 
Companions  and  their  visitors.  At  the  request  of  the 
E.Z.,  I  conducted  the  election  of  officers,  which  resulted 
unanimously  and  satisfactorily.  V.E.  Comp.  Geo.  H.  Lani- 
gan  makes  a  most  efficient  Scribe  E.  and  his  books  and 
records  are  kept  in  an  excellent  manner. 

White  Oak  Chapter,  No.  104,  OakvillE. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  21st,  accompanied  by  V.E. 
Comps.  Fred  Staunton  and  Frank  Hills,  E.  Comps.  R.  D. 
Gibson  and  James  Dixon,  and  we  were  most  cordially 
received  by  the  Companions.  Owing  to  removal  and 
sickness  among  the  officers,  there  was  no  work.  In  the 
selection  of  officers  for  the  incoming  year,  I  have  no  fear 
for  the  future  well-being  of  White  Oak.  E.  Comp.  W.  O. 
Joyce,  the  Scribe  E.,  has  his  books  neat  and  in  good  shape 
and  is  an  excellent  officer,  and  while  they  have  such  true 
and  tried  companions  as  R.E.  Comps.  W.  H.  Robinson, 
W.  Speers  and  G.  Farrah,  this  Chapter  cannot  but  pros- 
per. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation 
and  thanks  to  the  Companions  of  the  various  Chapters 
for  the  unvarying  courtesy  and  hospitality  with  which  I 
have  been  greeted  throughout  my  official  visits.  It  has 
been  a  great  pleasure  to  me  in  visiting  the  various  Chap- 
ters in  this  district,  and  I  bespeak  the  same  cordial  recep- 
tion for  my  successor  as  was  accorded  to  myself. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Thomas  Pedler. 
Grand  Supt.  Hamilton  District,  No.  5. 
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HURON  DISTRICT,  NO.  6. 

To  the  M.B.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions. — I  have  the  honor  to 
present  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry 
in  Huron  District  during  the  year  191 1.  I  desire  first  of 
all  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  great  honor  my 
Companions  conferred  upon  me  in  electing  me  to  this  im- 
portant office.  It  impressed  me  not  only  with  the  feeling 
of  gratitude,  but  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  responsibility 
laid  upon  me,  and  I  have  endeavored,  as  far  as  in  my 
power,  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  Grand  Superintendent  to 
the  benefit,  if  not  always  to  the  satisfaction,  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

I  held  a  Chapter  of  Instruction,  wiith  the  kind  and 
valued  assistance  of  the  R.E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon,  Grand 
Lecturer,  and  the  R.E.  Comps.  Dr.  R.  E.  Cooper  and  Dr. 
P.  J.  Scott,  P.G.  Superintendents;  and  I  visited  every 
Chapter  in  the  district,  and  met  with  a  cordial  reception 
everywhere.  I  believe  that  harmony  reigns  among  the 
Companions  throughout  the  district,  and  the  work  of 
most  of  the  Chapters  is  excellent. 

Tkcumseh  Chapter,  No.  24,  Stratford. — E.  Comp. 
J.  A.  Kennedy,  Z. — On  June  23rd,  I  visited  this  Chapter, 
the  oldest  and  largest  in  the  district.  The  weather  was 
oppressively  warm,  which  may  partly  account  for  the 
small  attendance  of  members.  The  Stratford  Masons 
have  very  comfortable  quarters,  beautifully  furnished. 
In  the  absence  of  the  First  Principal,  through  illness,  the 
I.  P.  Z.,  E.  Comp.  C.  Farquharson,  acted  Z.  with  great 
skill  and  ability.  Three  candidates  for  exaltation  were 
examined  in  regular  form  in  the  M.M.M.  and  M.E.M. 
Lodges,  and  proved  themselves  model  candidates.  This 
was  the  only  Chapter  in  which  I  witnessed  the  prescribed 
examination  of  candidates  for  the  supreme  degree  and  I 
suspect  this  rule  is  not  generally  observed.  I  was  much 
impressed  by  the  serious  and  dignified  manner  in  which 
the  R.A.  degree  was  worked  by  all  the  officers.    The  three 
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lectures  were  very  well  given,  and  the  Principal  Sojourner 
proved  himself  a  very  capable  officer.  Scribes  E.  and  N. 
discharged  their  duties  in  the  faultless  manner  that  was 
to  be  expected  from  R.E.  Comp.  J.  Stevenson  and  V.E. 
Comp.  J.  E.  Sanagan.  I  believe  that  Teeumseh  Chapter 
owes  much  of  its  prosperity  and  efficiency  to  its  zealous 
and  prudent  representative  of  Ezra  the  Scribe.  After  the 
work  I  was  hospitably  entertained  in  the  banquet  hall. 

Huron  Chapter,  No.  30,  Goderich. — E.  Comp.  G.  L. 
Parsons,  Z. — On  Nov.  21st,  I  visited  this  Chapter,  enter- 
ing with  the  Companions  at  the  opening  of  the  Chapter, 
which  enabled  me  to  point  out  some  minor  irregularities 
in  the  opening  ceremony.  Two  candidates  were  exalted 
to  the  Supreme  degree,  and  the  work  was  very  well  done. 
The  E.Z.  was  assisted  by  some  of  the  Past  Principals, 
the  obligation  being  given  by  E.  Comp.  Capt.  A.  Lawson, 
and  the  Mystical  lecture  by  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Callow.  The 
Principal  Sojourner  deserved  special  praise  for  his  work. 
This  Chapter  is  provided  with  a  "vaulted  chamber."  The 
•Historical,  Symbolical  and  Mystical  lectures  were  cor- 
rectly given,  and  the  whole  tone  of  the  work  of  the  E.Z. 
and  his  staff,  together  with  the  solemn  and  attentive  de- 
meanor of  all  the  Companions,  made  the  ceremony  very 
impressive.  The  beauty  of  the  ritual  was1  further 
enhanced  throughout  by  good  and  hearty  singing,  accom- 
panied by  a  competent  organist.  This  is  the  only  Chapter 
in  which  I  found  the  R.A.  degree  conferred  with  musical 
additions.  I  was  not  surprised  to  hear  one  of  the  candi- 
dates state  during  the  sumptuous  banquet  which  followed 
that  he  thought  "a  man  must  have  a  heart  of  stone  if  he 
could  receive  the  R.A.  degree  as  it  was  conferred  that 
evening  without  being  deeply  impressed."  I  was  glad  to 
make  the  acquaintance  of  R.E.  Comp.  R.  Radcliffe,  who 
though  aged  and  blind,  performed  his  duty  as  Master  of 
the  4th  Veil  with  dignity  and  power. 

St.  James  Chapter,  No.  46,  St.  Mary's. — E.  Comp. 
T.  L.  Sinclair,  Z. — I  visited,  this  Chapter  on  Oct.  9th,  and 
on  my  arrival  at  St.  Mary's  was  cordially  welcomed  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  G.  Constable,  my  immediate  predecessor 
in  office,  and  his  son,  the  Second  Principal.     The  Chapter 
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room  is  comfortable  and  well  furnished,  but  the  four 
large  banners  ought  to  be  added  to  complete  the  outfit. 
The  Scribes  and  Sojourners  were  vested  in  white  and  the 
robes  and  crowns  of  the  three  Principals  were  very  hand- 
some. It  is,  I  think,  the  only  Chapter  in  which  I  found 
the  crowns  worn.  Two  candidates  were  exalted  to  the 
Supreme  degree,  and  the  E.Z.  and  his  staff  performed 
their  duties  very  creditably.  R.E.  Comp.  Sharpe  deliv- 
ered the  Mystical  lecture  in  an  impressive  manner.  Some 
of  the  assistant  officers  were  absent,  and  there  was  not  a 
large  attendance  of  Companions,  but  strict  decorum  was 
observed  by  all  present,  and  the  degree  was  worked 
smoothly  and  in  a  reverent  spirit.  V.E.  Comp.  A.  Car- 
man is  evidently  a  very  efficient  Scribe  E.  The  pleasant 
evening  was  closed  with  an  enjoyable  banquet. 

Saugeen  Chapter,  No.  50,  Waekerton. — E.  Comp. 
A.  G.  Fortune,  Z. — This  Chapter  seems  to  have  a  hard 
struggle  for  existence,  having  lost  by  removal  a  number 
of  eminent  Companions.  On  my  visit  at  the  regular 
convocation,  Oct.  17th,  I  found  a  few  of  the  officers 
assembled,  who  asked  me  to  instruct  them  in  R.A.  mat- 
ters, and  as  there  was  no  work  for  me  to  witness  I 
devoted  the  time  to  imparting  information  on  important 
points,  and  invited  them  to  take  advantage  of  the  Chapter 
of  Instruction;  but  they  did  not  attend  it.  The  Scribe  E. 
seems  to  be  a  careful  and  efficient  officer. 

HavEeock  Chapter,  No.  63,  Kincardine. — E.  Comp. 
M.  J.  MacPherson,  Z. — Visited  Oct.  20th.  Havelock 
Chapter  knows  how  to  entertain  strangers  and  to  give  a 
royal  welcome  to  the  representative  of  Grand  Chapter. 
Three  of  their  most  distinguished  members  met  me  at 
the  station,  and  had  previously  secured  excellent  accom- 
modation for  me  at  the  hotel.  R.E.  Comp.  E.  Miller  and 
the  First  Principal  spent  the  afternoon  conducting  me 
about  this  picturesque  town,  and  did  all  they  could  to 
make  me  enjoy  my  visit.  My  reception  in  the  Chapter  by 
the  21  members  present  was  most  cordial.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  handsomely  furnished  room,  with  the  officers 
properly  vested,  made  a  good  impression  on  entering  and 
I  soon  realized  that  the  atmosphere  seemed  impregnated 
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with  a  spirit  of  earnest  devotion  and  hearty  goodfellow- 
ship.  Nothing  short  of  first-class  work,  I  felt  sure,  could 
be  produced  in  such  a  Chapter,  and  I  was  not  disap- 
pointed. The  Chapter  having  been  regularly  closed,  the 
M.M.M.  degree  was  exemplified.  All  the  officers,  from 
the  W.M.  to  the  Inner  Guard — and  those  two  especially 
— proved  themselves  meritorious  and  praiseworthy  and 
the  singing  was  excellent,  under  the  leading  of  R.  E. 
Comp.  Miller.  A  model  Masonic  banquet  followed,  in 
which  every  member  contributed  to  the  good  cheer  by 
song,  speech  or  recitation,  which  is  their  regular  custom 
after  every  meeting. 

The  Malloch  Chapter;  No.  66,  Seaforth. — E. 
Comp.  Dr.  H.  H.  Ross,  Z. — I  paid  my  official  visit  to  my 
home  Chapter  at  the  regular  convocation  in  December, 
when  the  election  of  officers  took  place.  There  was  a  fair 
proportion  of  members  present  and  the  officers  were  all 
in  their  proper  places.  I  witnessed  the  opening  of  the 
Chapter  and  saw  the  R.A.  degree  conferred.  The  work 
was  well  done.  The  three  Principals  discharged  their 
duties  in  a  correct  and  delightful  manner.  The  Mystical 
lecture  was  delivered  by  R.E.  Comp.  Dr.  R.  E.  Cooper, 
who  lis  always  ready  to  give  help  when  needed  in  any 
office.  The  Principal  Sojourner  did  his  work  with  accur- 
acy and  skill  and  the  general  efficiency  of  the  whole  staff 
deserved  comimemdation,  though  of  course  there  were 
some  minor  errors,  as  occur  in  every  Chapter.  I  have 
attended  almost  every  convocation  during  the  year,  and 
have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  working  of  this  Chap- 
ter, and  I  believe  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  Chapters 
in  the  district.  E.  Comp.  Ross  'has  proved  himself  a 
zealous  and  capable  Z.,  and  several  of  the  Past  Principals 
have  done  much  to  encourage  and  assist  the  officers.  V.E. 
Comp.  R.  S.  Hays,  S.E.,  keeps  the  records  in  an  exem- 
plary manner.  I  was  hospitably  entertained  at  a  banquet 
at  the  restaur  ant  of  E.  Comp.  O.  Neil. 

I  have  since  then  had  the  pleasure  of  presiding  at  the 
installation  and  investiture  of  the  officers  for  191 2,  and 
was  kindly  and  ably  assisted  in  that  ceremony  by  R.  E. 
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Comp.  Dr.  Cooper,  V.E.  Comp.  R.  S.  Hays  and  E.  Camps. 
L.  C.  Jackson,  O.  Neil,  A.  Barton,  G.  Chesney  and  Dr. 
Ross. 

Lebanon  Chapter,  No.  84,  Wingham. — E.  Comp.  E. 
MeGuire,  Z. — Visited  Dec.  19th.  My  visit  to  Lebanon 
Chapter  was  arranged  for  Oct.  19th,  but  that  meeting 
failed  to  develop.  I  had  afterwards  two  interviews  with 
the  First  Principal  and  correspondence  with  the  Scribe  E. 
and  a  short  conversation  with  one  or  two  of  the  Com- 
panions. These  all  were  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Chapter  and  I  appointed  the  regular  convocation  in  De- 
cember, which  was  the  date  for  the  election  of  officers, 
for  my  visit.  On  that  evening  I  found  my  way  to  the 
Chapter  rooms,  where  I  met  the  First  and  Second  Prin- 
cipals, Scribe  E.  and  two  other  members,  with  whom  I 
discussed  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter  till  nine  o'clock,  when 
we  retired  without  being  able  to  collect  any  more  mem- 
bers and  the  elections  had  to  be  postponed.  I  found  a 
well-equipped  Chapter  room,  with  'Vaulted  chamber"  and 
all  the  necessaries.  I  was  sorry  not  to  find  more  evidence 
of  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  Companions.  I  may  state,  how- 
ever, as  an  extenuating  circumstance,  that  within  the  last 
few  years  new  Chapters  have  been  opened  on  either  side 
of  Wingham — at  Listowel  and  Lucknow — but  they  are 
both  at  a  considerable  distance.  This  is  the  only  report  I 
can  give  of  my  knowledge  of  Lebanon  Chapter.  The 
Scribe  E.  is  an  eminent  R.A.  Mason,  and  he  has  since  re- 
ported to  me  that  the  officers  for  1912  have  been  elected 
and  the  prospects  for  the  new  year  are  brighter. 

Elliot  Chapter,  No.  129,  Mitchell. — E.  Comp. 
G.  C.  Kidd,  Z.— I  visited  this  Chapter  on  Nov.  28th, 
accompanied  by  the  following  members  of  The  Malloch 
Chapter:  E.  Comps.  Dr.  H.  H.  Ross,  H.  Jeffreys,  T.  T. 
Blues,  and  Comps.  A.  McLennan  and  S.  Holmes.  I  was 
met  at  the  station  by  E.  Comp.  Thompson',  K.C.,  and  hos- 
pitably entertained  at  his  residence.  I  entered  the  Chap- 
ter with  the  Companions,  and  witnessed  the  opening  cere- 
mony, which  was  perfectly  worked.  R.E.  Comp.  Elliott, 
P.G.S.,  acted  as  Z.,  and  it  is  needless  to  state  that  he 
filled  that  office  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  and  dignified 
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manner.  E.  Comp.  Thompson,  P.Z.,  acted  as  Third  Prin- 
cipal, E.  Comp.  G.  C.  Kidd,  Z.,  acted  as  S.  Sojourner 
and  M.  Second  Veil,  and  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Smith,  J.,  acted 
as  Principal  Sojourner.  The  R.A.  degree  was  exempli- 
fied, and  the  work  throughout  was  of  a  very  high  order, 
but  so  many  of  the  officers  were  doing  the  work  of  in- 
ferior offices  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  judge  of  their 
efficiency  in  their  proper  sphere.  The  Second  Principal 
— E.  Comp.  R.  P.  Nichold — was  in  his  own  chair  and 
delivered  the  Symbolic  lecture  very  correctly.  I  advised 
the  Chapter  to  procure  the  four  large  banners,  which  are 
so  important  for  this  lecture.  We  had  a  pleasant  banquet 
after  the  meeting. 

Chantry  Chapter,  No.  130,  Southampton. — E. 
Comp.  J.  A.  Wells,  Z. — Visited  June  6th.  My  reception 
by  the  Chantry  Companions  was  very  cordial,  and  they 
did  all  in  their  power  to  make  my  visit  enjoyable.  R.E. 
Comp.  Dr.  P.  J.  Scott  met  me  at  the  station  and  took  me 
about  the  town  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  Com- 
panions, and  before  I  entered  the  Chapter  I  had  good 
reason  to  feel  that  a  truly  Masonic  spirit  prevailed  in 
Southampton,  and  a  strong  enthusiasm  for  the  Royal 
Craft.  The  Masonic  Hall  is  a  suitable  building  and  pro- 
vides rooms  for  all  purposes,  including  a  "vaulted  cham- 
ber" and  a  banquet  hall,  and  the  equipment  of  the  Chap- 
ter room  is  complete.  Unfortunately,  my  visit  came 
when  many  of  the  Companions  were  out  on  the  lakes, 
being  sailors.  Consequently  the  attendance  was  not  as 
large  as  it  would  be  in  winter.  I  was  much  pleased  with 
all  I  witnessed  in  the  Chapter.  I  gave  a  short  address 
on  some  of  the  practical  lessons  of  the  R.A.  degree, 
which  led  to  a  profitable  discussion  of  a  practical  nature, 
which  showed  much  serious^  thought  among  the  members. 
The  E.Z.  and  his  staff  appeared  to  be  very  capable  and 
zealous  officers,  as  far  as  I  could  judge  without  witness- 
ing a  degree  worked,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Scott  is  a 
model  Scribe  E-,  having  the  interests  of  his  Chapter  very 
much  at  heart.  I  found,  on  enquiry,  that  the  recent 
amendment  to  Art.  113  of  the  Constitution  necessitated 
a  change  in  their  by-law  referring  to  elections,  to  which 
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Scribe  E.  promised  to  attend.     After  the  meeting  I  was 
hospitably  entertained  at  a  pleasant  banquet. 

Bernard  Chapter,  No.  146,  Listowel. — V.E.  Comp. 
Col.  D.  D.  Campbell,  Z. — I  visited  this  Chapter  on  Oct. 
13th,  and  was  met  at  the  station  by  the  three  Principals, 
who  received  me  very  cordially,  and  gave  me  the  pleasure 
of  their  company  during  the  afternoon  and  introduced 
me  to  several  of  the  Companions.  Bernard  Chapter  has 
grown  well  during  the  six  years  of  its  life,  and  has  not 
only  a  good  number  of  members  but  a  number  of  good 
members,  well  skilled  in  Capitular  Masonry  and  devoted 
to  its  principles.  In  the  person  of  V.E.  Comp.  Campbell 
it  has,  I  believe,  the  oldest  E.Z.  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  who,  notwithstanding  his  four 
score  years,  is  active  and  efficient  in  his  work.  I  wit- 
nessed the  R.A.  degree  very  creditably  put  on.  The 
books  of  the  Chapter  are  well  kept,  and  the  Chapter  room 
is  fully  equipped  except  that  the  four  large  banners  are 
wanting.  I  was  hospitably  entertained  at  a  banquet  in 
the  same  building. 

Chapter  of  Instruction. — Nov.  151th,  I  selected 
Listowel  for  the  place  of  a  Chapter  of  Instruction,  as 
being  the  most  convenient  centre  for  the  northern  part  of 
the  district,  and  the  E.Z.'s  and  Companions  of  Bernard 
Chapter  very  kindly  consented  to  give  the  use  of  their 
Chapter  room  for  this  purpose.  They  also  undertook  to 
exemplify  the  M.M.M.  degree.  I  feel  deeply  indebted  to 
them  for  the  patient  and  loyal  spirit  in  which  this  Chap- 
ter yielded  to  the  greater  demands  which,  through  unfore- 
seen circumstances,  were  eventually  made  upon  them, 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  success  of  this  meet- 
ing is  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  zeal  and  ability  of 
the  Bernard  Companions.  On  arriving  at  Listowel  the 
evening  before  the  meeting,  accompanied  by  R.E.  Comp. 
Dr.  Cooper,  I  was  met  at  the  station  by  a  large  delegation 
of  Bernard  Chapter,  who  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome,  and 
conducted  us  to  the  Chapter  room,  where  V.E.  Comp. 
Col.  Campbell  and  several  other  Companions  were  wait- 
ing to  receive  us,  I  spent  a  pleasant  hour  with  them 
completing  arrangements  for  the  work  of  the  following 
day. 
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The  M.M.M.  Lodge  was  opened  at  9.30  a.m.  by  V.E. 
Comp.  D.  D.  Campbell,  W.M.,  and  officers  o>f  Bernard 
Chapter,  who  worked  the  degree  in  a  most  exemplary 
manner.  R.E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon,  Grand  Lecturer, 
kindly  delivered  his  instructive  and  interesting  lecture  on 
this  degree. 

The  M.E.M.  Lodge  was  opened  at  10.45  a-m-  and  the 
degree  conferred  by  a  staff  of  R.E.  and  V.E.  Companions, 
as  the  officers  expected  to  work  this  degree  did  not  arrive. 

The  Chapter  was  opened  at  1.30  p.m.  by  R.E.  Comp. 
P.  J.  Scott,  assisted  by  members  of  Bernard  Chap- 
ter, who  kindly  filled  the  places  of  the  officers  of  the 
Chapter  that  had  undertaken  the  R.A.  work.  The 
Supreme  degree  was  exemplified  in  a  most  commendable 
manner,  which  was  a  strong  proof  of  the  ability  of  the 
Bernard  Companions  who  did  not  expect  to  be  asked  to 
do  this  work. 

Valuable  instruction  was  imparted  by  the  Grand  Lec- 
turer and  other  R.E.  Companions  in  answer  to  questions, 
and  the  meeting  was  a  very  profitable  one.  Six  Chapters 
had  representatives  present.  The  financial  problem  was 
solved  by  every  Companion  paying  his  own  expenses,  as 
was  arranged  before  the  notices  were  issued,  and  the  G.S. 
being  responsible  for  the  incidental  expenses,  such  as 
printing,  etc. 

Lucknow  Chapter,  No.  147,  Lucknow. — E.  Comp. 
A.  T.  Davison,  Z. — My  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Oct.  12th 
will  be  remembered  by  me  with  pleasure.  It  is  the  infant 
Chapter  of  the  district,  and  has  experienced  some  special 
difficulties  in  its  struggle  for  maturity.  Having  gained 
information  of  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Lucknow  from  previous  Grand  Chapter  reports,  I  spent 
the  afternoon  before  the  meeting  in  visiting  the  Com- 
panions within  reach,  and  was  cordially  received  by  all 
whom  I  saw.  I  found  at  the  convocation  a  larger  attend- 
ance in  proportion  to  the  membership  than  in  most  of  the 
older  and  larger  Chapters,  and  I  was  impressed  by  their 
humble  desire  for  more  knowledge  and  readiness  to'  re- 
ceive instruction.    Their  Chapter  room  is  fully  and  hand- 
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somely  fitted  with  banners  and  other  paraphernalia.  I 
was  present  for  the  opening  and  closing  ceremonies', 
which  was  the  only  work  done.  I  believe  this  young 
Chapter  is  doing  what  it  can  for  its  own  improvement  and 
E.  Comp.  Davison  is  a  zealous  First  Principal.  I  was 
glad  to  find  that  about  25  per  cent,  of  their  membership 
took  the  trouble  to  attend  the  Chapter  of  Instruction  at 
Li  stow  el. 

Your  Committee  on  the  "  Condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  "  called  for  a  report  on  degree  books  and  mark 
books.  I  have  found  the  degree  book  regularly  kept, 
though  not  known  by  that  name.  It  also  generally  con- 
tained a  special  column  for  Marks.  Nearly  all  the  Chap- 
ters have  also  a  mark  book,  but  the  members  have  gener- 
ally neglected  to  register  their  marks.  I  gave  much  time 
and  labor  to  fulfilling  what  your  Committee  described  as 
our  "plain  and  obligated  duty"  to  hold  a  Chapter  of  In- 
struction, and  I  experienced  three  great  difficulties :  1. 
The  financial  problem,  which,  in  a  rural  district,  makes  it 
impracticable  to  place  the  Chapter  of  Instruction  where 
it  is  most  needed.  It  is  easy  enough  in  a  city,  where 
there  is  no  special  need  for  it.  2.  Diffidence  of  the  Chap- 
ters with  regard  to  undertaking  the  attendance  of  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  competent  members  to  work  a  degree. 
3.  Unavoidable  failure  of  some  of  those  whose  names 
are  put  on  the  cards  to  fulfil  their  honest  and  brave  inten- 
tions— thus,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  throwing  upon  the  G.S. 
and  the  local  Chapter  the  onus  of  carrying  out  the  pro- 
gramme in  such  a  manner  as  shall  be  instructive  to  the 
visiting  Companions.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that 
three  of  the  E.Z.'s  cannot  work  the  degrees. 

I  sincerely  thank  the  Companions  in  every  Chapter  in 
the  district  for  the  kindness  they  have  shown  me  during 
my  visits,  and  wish  them  to  know  that  although  it  was 
my  official  duty  to  point  out  errors  wherever  found,  I 
have  not  been  unmindful  of  my  own  shortcomings. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

John  Berry, 
Grand  Snpt.  Huron  District,  No.  6. 
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NIAGARA  DISTRICT,  NO.  7. 

To  the  M.E.,  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

M.  E.  Sir, — I  have  the  honor  of  making  this  my  re- 
port on  Capitular  Masonry  in  Niagara  District,  No.  7,  for 
the  year  191 1.  With  one  exception  (hereafter  noted) 
the  Chapters,  in  this  district  are  progressing  steadily  and 
the  utmost  harmony  exists  amongst  the  Companions. 
The  material  selected  for  new  Companiions  appears  to  be 
of  a  high  standard  consistent  with  the  aims  and  ideals  of 
Grand  Chapter,  and  no  doubt  assists  as  an  incentive  to 
the  officers  in  the  various  chapters  to  keep  up  the  standard 
of  good  work  for  which  they  have  long  enjoyed  a  high 
reputation. 

A  number  of  Companiions  at  Bridgeburg  have  applied 
for  permission  to  organize  a  Chapter  there  which  I  have 
recommended,  and  they  will  likely  be  working  under  dis- 
pensation by  the  time  Grand  Chapter  convenes.  There 
are  a  number  of  enthusiastic  Craftsmen  in  this  locality, 
and  they  will  undoubtedly  make  a  success  of  their  Chap- 
ter. 

Mount  Moriah  Chapter,  No.  19,  St.  Catharines. 
— Accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Ross,  E.  Comps.  Suther- 
land, Petti t  and  Crowther,  I  visited  this  Chapter  on  May 
12.  It  was  known  as  Past  Principals'  Night,  and  the  fol- 
lowing Past  Principals  occupied  the  chairs : — V.E.  Comp. 
Gourlay,Z..  E. Comps. Mcrriman,  H.  Henderson,  N.J.Lind- 
say, S.E.,  R.E.  Comp.  Killmer,  S.N.,  V.E.  Comp.  Yale, 
P.S.,  E.  Comp.  Campbell,  S.S.,  E.  Comp.  Ingersoll,  J.S., 
E.  Comp.  Riddell,  First  Veil,  E.  Comp.  McCordick,  Sec- 
ond Veil,  E.  Comp.  Johnston,  Third  Veil,  R.E.  Comp. 
Grobb,  Fourth  Veil,  and  R.E.  Comp.  McDermott,  Jan. 
It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  comment  on  the  work  done  on 
this  occasion,  as  the  names  of  the  acting  officers  is  a  suf- 
ficient guarantee  for  those  who  know  them  and  for  those 
who  do  not  the  past  reputation  of  Mount  Moriah  Chapter 
for  good  work  will  carry  a  better  recommend  than  any  I 
can  give.    This  Chapter  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
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the  Companions  are  enthusiastic  in  their  work  and  care- 
ful in  the  selection  of  their  material.  The  occasion  was 
brightened'  by  the  presence  of  the  M.E.,  the  Grand  Z.,  and 
again  I  must  decline  to  comment  on  the  result,  feeling 
that  any  words  of  mine  would  inadequately  express  the 
proper  appreciation  of  the  fortunate  Companions  who 
attended  and  enjoyed  this'  memorable  occasion.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  work  an1  adjournment  was  made  to  the 
banqueting  hall,  where,  under  the  presiding  care  of  E. 
Comp.  Connors,  a  very  pleasant  hour  was  spent,  the  Com- 
panions of  Mount  Moriah  proving  that  their  hospitality 
is  equal  to  their  excellent  craft  work.  E.  Comp.  Lindsay 
is  a  very  efficient  Scribe  E.  and  keeps  his  books,  etc.,  in 
good  order. 

Wilson  Chapter,  No.  64,  Welland. — I  visited  my 
mother  Chapter  in  November,  and  was1  very  cordially 
greeted  by  the  Companions.  E.  Comp.  Crowther  was  in 
his  place  as  Z.,  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred 
in  a  very  creditable  manner.  R.E.  Comp.  Ross  and  E. 
Comp.  Crow  assisted  in  the  work  with  their  usual  degree 
of  efficiency  and  impressiveness.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  work  an  enjoyable  time  was  spent  in  the  banquet  hall, 
the  usual  toasts  being  honored  and  several  songs  and 
speeches  were  given  by  the  Companions  present.  Comp. 
G.  Wells,  as  Scribe  E.,  keeps  the  books  of  the  Chapter  in 
a  very  creditable  manner. 

Niagara  Chapter,  No.  55,  Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
— I  visited  this  Chapter  on  Jan.  4th,  and  was  met  at  the 
station  by  R.E.  Comp.  McClelland,  who  is  an  enthusiastic 
member  of  the  Chapter.  The  occasion  was  the  installa- 
tion of  officers,  which  was  done  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner  by  R.E.  Comp.  McClelland.  The  new  officers 
appear  very  energetic  and  enthusiastic,  and  determined  to 
make  up  for  lost  time  the  last  year,  when  the  Chapter  was 
handicapped  by  the  First  Principal  moving  away  to  the 
Northwest  shortly  after  his  installation.  I  had  the  plea- 
sure of  meeting  E.  Comp.  Rev.  J.  C.  Garrett,  who,  with 
R.  E.  Comp.  McClelland,  is  a  valuable  assistant  to  the 
officers.  Comp.  Briggs  is  a  very  efficient  Scribe  E.  and 
zealous  in  his  work.     An  adjournment  was  made  to  the 
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banquet  hall,  where  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent  in  speech 
and  song  and  the  Junior  Warden's  toast  arrived  all  too 
soon. 

Mount  Nebo  Chapter,  No.  76,  Niagara  Falls. — 
Accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Ross,  I  visited  this  Chapter 
on  Dec.  1st,  191 1.  Although  it  was  during  the  heat  of  an 
election  campaign,  there  was  a  good  turnout  of  the  Com- 
panions, and  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  in  a 
faultless  manner  by  E.  Comp.  Swannell  and  his  officers. 
This  is  the  largest  Chapter  in  the  district  and  the  Com- 
panions are  enthusiastic  and  energetic.  The  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  were  elected  the  same  evening,  when 
E.  Comp.  Robert  Murray  was  re-elected  to  the  First 
Principal's  chair,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Com- 
panions present.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  work  the  Com- 
panions did  ample  justice  to  a  sumptuous  repast  prepared 
for  them  at  the  Prospect  House,  which  was  interspersed 
with  speech  and  song.  This  Chapter  has  a  very  compe- 
tent Scribe  E.  in  the  person  of  V.E.  Comp.  Sloggett,  who 
keeps  his  books  in  a  careful  and  painstaking  manner. 

King  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  57,  Port  Colborne. — On 
the  6th  April  I  visited  this  Chapter  accompanied  by  R.E. 
Comp.  Ross,  E.  Comp.  Crowther  and  several  Companions 
of  Willson  Chapter.  The  newly-elected  officers  were  in- 
stalled by  R.E.  Comp.  Ross  and  seemed  to  be  enthusiastic, 
and  I  had  hopes  of  some  improvement  in  this  Chapter 
this  year.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
a  Chapter  works  at  Port  Colborne,  but  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  a  little  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Companions 
would  be  productive  of  results.  There  is  money  in  the 
treasury,  ample  regalia  for  work  and  a  prosperous  and 
thriving  town  to  support  the  Chapter.  In  view  of  the 
industrial  improvement  in  Port  Colborne  and  the  increas- 
ing population,  I  believe  this  can  be  made  a  real  live 
Chapter  by  a  little  energy. 

McCallum  Chapter,  No.  29,  DunnvillE. — I  ar- 
ranged to  visit  this  Chapter  on  Jan.  19th,  but  owing  to 
an  accident  on  the  line  between  Welland  and  Port  Col- 
borne I  missed  the  train  at  Port  Colborne  and  was  unable 
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to  get  to  DunnviMe  that  night.  I  telephoned  my  regrets 
to  the  Companions  and  am  therefore  unable  to  make  any 
report  on  the  work.  I  was  much  disappointed,  as  I  was 
very  anxious  to  visit  this  Chapter  to  meet  old  acquaint- 
ances and  form  new  ones.  From  the  notices  of  meetings 
received  by  me  the  Chapter  appears  to  be  working  har- 
moniously. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  of  the 
district  for  the  honor  undeservedly  conferred  upon  me 
and  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  consideration  shown 
me  on  all  my  visits,  and  especially  are  my  thanks  due  to 
R.  E.  Comp.  Ross  for  his  valuable  assistance,  advice  and 
presence  at  most  of  my  official  visits. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  E.  Cohos, 
Grand  Supt.  Niagara  District,  No.  7.' 
Welland,  Jan.  25th,  1912. 
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TORONTO  DISTRICT,  NO.  8. 

To  the  M.B.j  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

In  submitting  my  report  on  the  Toronto  District,  I  am 
pleased  to  state  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail.  Not  a 
complaint  of  any  kind  from  any  Chapter  or  from  any 
Companion  in  the  district  has  reached  me,  showing  that 
the  Companions  of  this  district  are  striving  to  preserve 
that  bond  of  union  and  brotherly  love  which  has  ever  been 
the  foundation  of  our  Masonic  structure. 

During  the  first  few  months  of  the  year  my  visits 
were  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  attending  receptions  in 
honor  of  M.E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  the  G.Z.  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  On  alii  these  occasions  the 
G.Z.  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  present  and  past 
Grand  Chapter  officers,  who  came  from  far  and  near  to 
do  him  honor.  If  the  Companions  in  this  district  are 
lacking  in  anything  it  is  certainly  not  in  love  and  loyalty 
to  the  Grand  Z.  and  Grand  Chapter.  If  the  work  is 
what  holds  the  body  together  it  should  be  firmly  cemented 
because,  generally  speaking,  the  work  in  Toronto  District 
is  good. 

I  have  visited  every  Chapter,  most  of  them  a  number 
of  times,  and  have  seen  the  work  exemplified  by  the 
officers  of  the  year  and  only  in  one  or  two  instances  was 
even  the  Mystical  Lecture  given  by  a  P.Z.  Perhaps1  it  is 
worthy  of  mention,  that  of  the  twelve  Chapters-  in  the 
district  not  one  chose  to  exemplify  the  M.E.M.  degree 
on  the  night  of  inspection.  Of  course,  all  the  Chapters 
are  proficient  in  the  "fourth  degree."  All  the  Chapters 
have  cheerfully  conformed  to  the  rulings  of  the  G.Z. 
and  there  has  been  a  pretty  strict  adherence  to  the  Ritual, 
there  being  no  wilful  deviations  from  the  beaten  path. 
Very  few  Chapters  keep  a  mark  book.  The  few  that  do 
have  little  use  for  it,  as  the  choosing  of  a  Mark  appears 
to  be  no  longer  fashionable.  If  the  Grand  Chapter  de- 
sires to  revive  the  custom  I  would  suggest  that  the  Grand 
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Chapter  attend  to  the  registration  of  Marks-,  so  that  mem- 
bers of  different  Chapters  may  not  choose  the  same  Mark. 

In  nearly  all  the  Chapters  I  have  urged  the  desirability 
of  encouraging  all  M.M.'s  who  have  not  yet  joined  the 
Chapter  to  come  in  and  share  with  us  the  knowledge  and 
training  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  get  at  the  reason  for  the  small 
numerical  growth  of  the  Royal  Craft,  but  it  is  perhaps 
less  the  lack  of  candidates  than  our  ability  to  keep  the 
candidates  we  get.  We  have  too  many  withdrawals  and 
too  many  suspensions  for  N.P.D.  In  their  eager  rush  to 
get  to  the  top,  I  am  afraid,  many  use  the  Chapter  merely 
as  a  stepping-stone  to  the  higher  degrees  and,  forgetting 
those  things  which  are  behind  and  reaching  forth  unto 
tho<se  things  which  are  before,  they  press  on  for  the  goal 
of  their  desire  and  either  withdraw  or  allow  themselves 
to  be  suspended  from  the  Chapter,  and  many  of  those 
who  maintain  their  membership  do  not  take  sufficient 
interest  to  attend  even  the  regular  meetings.  It  takes  a 
reception  to  an  officer  of  high  rank  or  the  visit  of  a  big 
Chapter  from  south  of  the  boundary  line  to  drag  them 
out.  I  believe  that  a  deeper  interest  taken  in  the  work 
and  a  more  regular  attendance  of  the  members  we  'have, 
would  be  the  greatest  inducement  we  could  offer  our 
brethren  of  the  Blue  Lodge  to  enter  the  charmed  circle  of 
the  Holy  Royal  Arch. 

On  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  Saturday,  June  17th, 
a  Chapter  of  Instruction  was  held  in  the  Temple  Build^ 
ing,  Toronto,  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  the  three 
Chapter  degrees.  There  was  a  large  gathering  of  the 
Companions  of  the  district,  including  nearly  all  the  pres- 
ent and  many  of  the  past  rulers  of  the  Royal  Craft,  in 
Toronto.  We  were  honored  by  the  presence  of  M.E. 
Comps.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  the  G.Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada;  A.  Shaw,  P.G.Z. ;  R.E.  Comp.  J.  B. 
Nixon,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  and  a  dozen  or  more  other 
R.E.  Companions),  so  that  we  were  well  prepared  to 
answer  questions,  impart  information,  or  give  instruction. 
The  M.M.M.  degree  was  exemplified  by  the  E.Z.  and 
officers  of  the  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145.    The  M.E.M. 
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degree  by  the  E.Z.  and  officers  of  Orient  Chapter,  No.  79, 
and  the  H.R.A.  degree  by  the  E.Z.  and  officers  of  the 
Beaches  Chapter,  No.  163.  The  work  of  all  three  degrees 
was  exceedingly  well  put  on,  and  was  followed  by  a  lively 
discussion  at  the  end  of  each  degree,  in  which  many  of 
the  Companions  took  part.  Many  questions  were  asked 
and  answered.  Some  changes  in  the  work  were  suggested 
and,  all  things  considered1,  I  think  it  was  one  of  the  most 
interesting  Chapters  of  Instruction  ever  held  in  this  dis- 
trict. It  would  not  be  surprising  if  one  result  may  be 
the  appointing  of  a  Committee  to  revise  the  ritual.  I 
wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  E.  Comp.  B. 
Cairns  and  the  officers  and  members  of  the  St.  Patrick 
Chapter  for  their  kindness  in  this  connection.  Not  only 
did  they  give  their  regular  meeting  for  the  purpose,  but  at 
six  p.m.,  when  the  call  from  labor  to  refreshment  came, 
they  provided  a  hot  dinner  for  all  present ;  nor  was  this 
the  limit  of  their  generosity.  On  the  closing  of  the  Chap- 
ter at  10  p.m.  further  refreshments  and  a  splendid  enter- 
tainment was  provided.  Such  generous  treatment  should 
be  appreciated  and  remembered  by  the  Companions  of  the 
district.  I  also  wish  to  thank  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  Milne  of 
the  St.  Patrick  Chapter  for  accompanying  me  on  my 
official  visits.  His  companionship,  advice  and  timely  sug- 
gestions have  been  very  helpful  to  me  and  are  highly  ap- 
preciated. 

During  the  past  year  the  hand  of  Death  has1  cast  its 
shadow  on  the  hearts  of  the  members  of  most  of  the 
Chapters  of  the  district  and  removed  from  their  midst 
some  of  the  most  respected  and  beloved  Companions. 
One  of  these,  R.E.  Comp.  John  Fisher,  a  member  of  York 
Chapter,  and  a  Companion  well  known  to  all  prominent 
Masons,  requires  special  mention.  He  was  a  faithful 
Companion  and  unremitting  in  his  duty,  having  for  over 
thirty  years  installed  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  as  well  as  others  in  the  district.  Ten 
of  the  Chapters  out  of  twelve  have  been  bereaved  in  this 
way  and  nineteen  of  our  Companions  carried  from1  this 
sphere  of  labor. 
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My  official  visits  were  made  on  the  following  dates : — 

St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's,  No.  4,  Toronto,  June  16. 
— The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified)  by  E.  Comp. 
E.  D.  Grant  and  his  officers  in  a  highly  creditable  manner. 

King  Solomon's',  No.  8,  Toronto,  Nov.  23-rd,  when  the 
M.M.M.  degree  was  also  well  exemplified  by  E.  Comp. 
W.  J.  Ramsay  and  his  officers. 

Doric,  No.  60,  Newmarket,  June  7th. — Although  this 
is  a  small  Chapter,  good  work  was  shown  by  E.  Comp. 
P.  J.  Anderson  and  officers  in  the  R.A.  degree. 

York,  No.  62,  Eglinton,  June  28th, — E.  Comp.  J.  T. 
Watson  and  his  officers  worked  the  R.A.  degree  in  a  satis- 
factory manner,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  get  proper  rehearsals  on  account  of  the  distance 
some  of  the  officers  have  to  come. 

St.  Paul's,  No.  65,  Toronto,  Dec.  13th. — The  work  pre- 
sented was  the  Royal  Arch  degree  and,  needless  to  say, 
St.  Paul's  Chapter  is  living  up  to  its  reputation  for  good 
work. 

Occident,  No.  jj,  Toronto,  Sept.  8th.— The  M.M.M. 
degree  was  presented  in  exemplary  style  by  E.  Comp. 
Samuel  B.  Lay  and  his  officers. 

Orient,  No.  79,  Toronto,  May  25th. — The  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  well  rendered  by  the  E.Z.,  J.  W.  Archibald, 
and  his  officers. 

Antiquity,  No.  91,  Toronto,  Nov.  16th. — The  work 
presented  by  the  E.Z.  and  his  officers  was  the  Royal  Arch 
degree.  This  Chapter  has  progressed  favorably  under 
the  able  management  of  E.  Comp.  Pendrith. 

Succoth,  No.  135,  Uxbridge,  May  15th.— The  M.M.M. 
degree  was  well  presented.  This  Chapter  deserves  credit 
for  its  work,  as  its  members  are  scattered  over  a  wide 
field.  Some  of  them  have  to  drive  about  fifteen  miles  to 
attend  the  meetings. 
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Shekinah,  No.  138,  West  Toronto,  Oct.  10th.— When 
E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Hopkins  and  his  officers  exemplified  the 
Royal  Arch  degree. 

St.  Patrick,  No.  145,  Toronto,  Nov.  18th. — When  the 
M.M.M.  degree  was  unusually  well  presented  by  E. 
Comp.  B.  Cairns  and  his  officers. 

The  Beaches,  No.  163,  Toronto,  May  1st. — The  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  well  exemplified  by  E.  Comp.  Hardy 
and  his  officers.  M.E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Harcourt,  the  Grand 
Z.,  was  present  on  this  occasion  and  expressed  his  ap- 
proval of  the  work. 

The  Grand  Z.  is  and  always  has  been  a  good  attender 
and  has  manifested  his  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Royal  Craft  by  his  presence  in  many  of  the  Chapters  on 
the  occasion  of  my  official  visits,  and  I  wish  to  gratefully 
acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  him  for  assistance  and 
advice  which  was  freely  given  on  all  occasions.  I  must 
also  thank  George  J.  Bennett,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  for 
having  willingly  and  cheerfully  supplied  any  information 
required  during  the  year.  I  further  wish  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  services  of  E.  Comp.  Thos.  J.  Ivey, 
the  District  Secretary,  who  has  done  all  in  his  power  to 
make  my  duties  light  and  pleasant.  Another  reason  for 
the  duties  of  my  office  being  light  and  agreeable  this  year, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Superintendent 
for  1910,  R.E.  Comp.  E.  M.  Carleton,  is  such  a  thorough- 
going Mason  that  he  left  everything  in  such  good  shape 
that  the  district  might  have  got  along  without  a  Superin- 
tendent this  year.  In  conclusion,  I  tender  heartfelt  thanks 
to  the  officers  of  every  Chapter  in  the  district  for  the 
hearty  welcome  and  generous  treatment  which  has  been 
accorded  me  on  all  occasions. 

Toronto  Chapter,  U.D.,  Toronto. — On  account  of 
the  opening  of  a  new  Chapter  in  Toronto  District,  No. 
8,  it  has  become  necessary  to  supplement  my  report.  I 
recommended  the  granting  of  a  petition  of  thirty  Royal 
Arch  Masons  in  good  standing  for  a  dispensation  em- 
powering them  to  open  and  hold  a  regular  Chapter  at 
Toronto  and  the  M.E.   the    Grand    Z.    was    graciously 
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pleased  to  grant  the  necessary  authority  for  the  opening 
of  a  Chapter  under  the  name  of  the  "Toronto  Chapter." 
Accordingly,  on  February  the  12th,  191 2,  in  the  Free- 
masons Hall,  on  College  Street  West,  with  E.  Comp. 
W.  S.  Milne  as  Second  Principal  and  R.E.  Comp.  R.  J. 
Gibson  as  Third  Principal,  I  opened  the  Chapter,  and 
having  read  the  dispensation  proceeded  to  instal  the  fol- 
lowing officers :  R.E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Brennen,  First  Prin- 
cipal ;  E.  Comp.  Albert  Macoomb,  Second  Principal,  and 
Comp.  Wan.  Miskelly,  Third  Principal.  There  were  a 
number  of  Past  Grand  Superintendents  and  other  R.E. 
Companions  present. 

After  the  installation,  the  ballot  was  passed  on  twenty- 
one  applicants  for  the  degrees  and  all  were  accepted. 
The  Chapter  was  then  closed  in  an  excellent  manner  by 
the  newly  installed  officers,  and  a  lodge  of  M.M.M.'s  was 
opened  and  the  M.M.M.  degree  conferred  upon  one  can- 
didate. The  manner  of  conferring  the  degree  was  rather 
like  that  of  old  experienced  officers  in  a  Lodge  of  Instruc- 
tion, than  the  work  of  beginners.  The  character  and 
ability  of  R.E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Brennan  and  his  officers 
are  too  well  and  favorably  known  to  require  mention,  and 
I  have  every  confidence  in  saying  that  the  Grand  Chapter 
will  be  safe  in  authorizing  the  issue  of  a  warrant  to  this 
Chapter,  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  McLeish, 
Grand  Supt.  Toronto  District,  No.  8. 
Toronto,  February  14th,  1912. 
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GEORGIAN  DISTRICT,  NO.  9. 

To  the  M.E.,  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Georgian  District  No. 
9.  I  find  the  degree  work  well  done  and  peace  and  har- 
mony prevailing,  and  am  pleased  to  report  a  very  large 
increase  in  membership,  especially  in  some  of  the  Chap- 
ters. 

Signet  Chapter,  No.  34,  Barrie. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  Tuesday  evening,  October  31st,  and  was  very 
heartily  received.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred 
upon  candidates  by  E.  Comp.  Palling  and  his  officers1  in 
a  highly  creditable  manner,  the  work  done  being  of  a 
very  high  standard.  This  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  pro- 
gressive Chapters  in  the  district  and  is  also  the  largest, 
and  at  its  present  rate  of  increase  will  continue  to  be  so 
for  some  time,  as  its  members  are  enthusiastic  and  loyal. 

Manitou  Chapter,  No.  27,  Colungwood. — I  made 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Wednesday  evening, 
November  1st.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred 
on  two  candidates  by  E.  Comp.  Lawrence  and  his  officers 
in  a  very  excellent  and  impressive  manner.  This  Chap- 
ter is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition  and  has  had  a  very 
large  increase  in  membership  this  year.  The  books1  of 
the  Chapter  are  particularly  well  kept.  This  Chapter  has 
made  a  gain  of  15,  the  largest  in  the  district. 

MacPherson  Chapter,  No.  86,  Meaford. — The  date 
of  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  was  Thursday  evening, 
November  the  2nd.  The  degree  of  Mark  Master  was  con- 
ferred on  one  candidate  in  a  very  creditable  manner, 
especially  as  it  was  the  first  work  of  the  year.  The  Com- 
panions, however,  are  enthusiastic,  and  prospects  look 
brighter  for  the  future,  as  there  are  a  number  of  appli- 
cations in  sight. 

Grand  River  Chapter,  No.  70,  Bracebridge. — I  had 
arranged   to  visit  this   Chapter  on  November   16th,   but 
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unfortunately  circumstances  prevented  me  from  doing  so, 
therefore  I  appointed  R.E.  Comp.  Isaac  Huber,  Past 
Grand  Supt.,  to  visit  officially  and  report,  which  he  did 
as  follows  :  "There  was  a  fair  turnout  of  the  Companions. 
This  Chapter  labors  under  the  disadvantage  of  having 
about  three-quarters  of  its  membership  residing  out  of 
town,  so  that  the  work  of  carrying  on  the  business  falls 
on  a  few ;  this,  however,  I  think  will  be  remedied  shortly, 
as  the  Blue  Lodge  has  been  increased  by  a  number  of 
young  members  who  are  making  application  to  the  Chap- 
ter. Of  a  membership  of  72,  only  21  reside  in  Bracebridge 
and  the  vicinity.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Chapter 
is  good1,  having  $475.00  in  the  bank  and  no  liabilities.  At 
.the  last  meeting  there  were  two  applications  for  exal- 
tation and  two  for  affiliation.  I  am  also  told  there  are  five 
more  applications  for  exaltation." 

Georgian  Chapter,  No.  56,  Owen  Sound. — I  made 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Tuesday  evening, 
November  21st.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred 
on  two  candidates  and  the  work  was  exemplified  by  the 
officers  in  a  very  capable  and  impressive  manner.  I  can- 
not speak  too  highly  of  the  very  excellent  work  done,  as 
it  was  almost  beyond  criticism.  This  Chapter  is  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition  with  bright  prospects,  and  is  in  the 
enviable  position  of  having  two  large  Blue  Lodges  to 
draw  from. 

Amabel  Chapter,  No.  131,  Wiarton. — 1  have  at- 
tended nearly  every  convocation  of  this,  my  mother  Chap- 
ter, during  the  year,  the  official  visit  being  paid  on  Decem- 
ber 7th.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  two 
candidates  by  E.  Comp.  D.  Huether  and  his  officers  in  a 
highly  impressive  manner,  and  the  work  for  the  year  has 
been  very  pleasing  to  me,  as  it  compares  favorably  with 
any  in  the  district. 

Kichikewana  Chapter,  No.  167,  Midland. — I  was 
unfortunate  from  different  causes  in  not  being  able  to 
visit  this  Chapter.  Twice  I  had  completed  arrangements 
for  my  visit,  and  on  both  occasions,  unforeseen  circum- 
stances prevented  my  doing  so.     I  therefore  appointed 
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E.  Comp.  Past  Principal  Richard  Raikes  to  visit  his  own 
Chapter  officially  for  me  and  report,  which  he  did  as 
follows :  "Acting  on  instructions  from  yourself  I  visited 
Kichikewana  Chapter  on  December  22nd  and  witnessed 
the  exaltation  of  two  candidates  in  a  most  satisfactory 
manner,  the  work  of  the  E.Z.  being  particularly  good. 
The  finances  of  the  Chapter  are  in  a  healthy  condition, 
the  books  well  kept,  and  I  think  its  prospects  are  bright. 
There' were  six  applications  received  the  same  night." 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  say  that  every  visit  I  have 
made  has  been  of  the  most  pleasant  character,  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Companions  of  the  dis- 
trict for  electing  me  to  the  position  of  Grand  Superin- 
tendent and  for  the  exceeding  kindness  and  consideration 
extended  to  me  during  my  tenure  of  office. 

I  also  take  pleasure  in  adding  that  every  meeting  was 
brought  to  a  pleasant  close  by  a  banquet  and  well  filled 
toast  list. 

Yours  fraternally, 

S.  J.  Cameron, 
Grand  Supt.  Georgian  District,  No.  9. 
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ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  NO.  10. 

To  the  M.E.  the  Grand  Z-,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

M.E.  Sir  and  Companions. — In  order  to  complete 
my  duties  as  your  representative  in  Ontario  District,  No. 
10,  I  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  for  the  past  year. 

At  the  outset  I  desire  to  thank  the  Companions  of  the 
district  for  the  honor  they  conferred  upon  me  in  electing 
me  to  the  honorable  position  of  Grand  Superintendent, 
as  the  representative  of  the  M.E.  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal. I  also  desire  to  heartily  thank  M.E.  Companion 
Shaw,  of  Kingston,  who  came  to  Cobourg  and  installed 
me  in  office  at  a  special  Convocation  held  in  St.  John's 
Chapter,  No.  48. 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  with  some  mis- 
givings, at  the  same  time  knowing  that  the  desire  of  my 
heart  was  to  do  my  duty,  and  I  can  say  that  I  have 
endeavored  to  do  this  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  Ontario 
District,  No.  10,  with  its  twelve  Chapters  depicts  all  the 
various  stages  of  health — some  of  them  need  a  revival — 
a  great  awakening — more  enthusiastic  effort  and  interest 
on  the  part  of  both  officers  and  Companions.  Some  Chap- 
ters are  very  active,  working  in  harness  throughout  the 
year,  while  others  are  very  dormant,  making  but  little 
progress.  The  Principals  for  the  most  part  have  the 
work  well  in  hand  and  are  endeavoring  to  do  good  work, 
but  more  care  should  be  taken  by  Companions  holding 
subordinate  offices  to  know  and  have  a  better  understand- 
ing of  the  duties  of  such  office.  The  average  attendance 
of  members  at  Chapter  Convocations  is  far  below  what  it 
should  be,  and  I  would  urgently  request  that  some  of  the 
Chapters  open  more  promptly  at  the  appointed  hour  than 
has  been  the  custom  and  transact  the  business  with  more 
dispatch. 

I  have  visited  every  Chapter  in  the  district  at  least 
once  during  the  year  and  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty, 
and  feel  that  any  criticisms  or  suggestions  that  I  have 
offered  were  taken  in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  in- 
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tended ;  and  if  the  Companions  have  received  that  benefit 
from  my  visits  which  I  believe  that  I  have  derived  from 
my  associations  with  them,  I  am  satisfied  that  much  good 
has  been  accomplished.  I  have  also  endeavored  to  urge 
the  Companions  to  exchange  visits  more  frequently  with 
neighboring  Chapters,  and  each  Chapter  invite  occasion- 
ally a  neighboring  Chapter  to  confer  a  degree,  as  I  be- 
lieve this  to  be  one  of  the  best  means  of  stimulating  them 
to  a  higher  standard  of  excellence  in  ritualistic  work. 

Ionic  Chapter,  No.  168,  Campbellford. — My  first 
official  visit  was  made  to  this,  the  youngest  and  one  of 
the  most  active  Chapters  in  the  district,  on  March  17th, 
being  the  second  anniversary  of  Ionic  Chapter,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  most  delightful  functions  of  the  year.  The 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  upon  two  candidates 
in  a  very  creditable  manner,  and  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Free,  with 
the  very  efficient  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  Carnahan,  and  the 
other  officers  deserve  commendation  for  the  good  work 
they  are  doing.  The  Companions  of  this  Chapter  are 
very  enthusiastic  and  take  great  interest  in  doing  good 
work,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  enthusiasm  will  not 
be  allowed  to  wane,  but  that  continued  prosperity  will 
attend  their  efforts.  After  the  work  of  the  evening  was 
over  a  splendid  banquet  was  held.  At  this  time  on  behalf 
of  the  Companions  of  the  Chapter  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  E.  Comp.  William  Smith  with  a  beautiful  sig- 
net ring  in  recognition  of  valuable  service  rendered  as 
First  Principal  of  this  Chapter.  Another  pleasing  fea- 
ture was  the  presence  of  E.  Comp.  Col.  Ponton,  of  Belle- 
ville, who  delighted  all  with  his  eloquent  address. 

Warkworth  Chapter,  No.  no,  Warkworth. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  June  15th,  when  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  exemplified  by  E.  Comp.  Hamilton  and  his 
officers  very  well  indeed.  There  is  not  as  much  interest 
taken  in  Chapter  affairs  by  Companions  of  this  Chapter 
as  there  should  be,  and  we  shall  hope  that  more  activity 
will  be  manifested  during  the  year  and  greater  progress 
made.  The  work  is  left  to  a  few  men  who  have  tried  to 
carry  it  along.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  interest  taken  by 
E.  Comps.  Humphries  and  Stone,  and  E.  Comp.  Ewing, 
Scribe  E.,  has  discharged  his  duties  well  and  rendered 
good  service  to  this  Chapter. 
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Victoria  Chapter,  No.  37,  Port  Hope. — It  was  my 
pleasant  duty  to  visit  this  Chapter  on  October  13th,  ac- 
companied by  quite  a  large  number  of  Companions  from 
St.  John's  Chapter,  Cobourg.  The  Royal  Arch  degree 
was  conferred  in  a  finished  and  most  satisfactory  manner 
— the  work  being  done  in  such  an  impressive  and  accur- 
ate manner  that  it  is  not  only  profitable  but  pleasant  for 
the  Companions  to  attend  the  meetings.  This  Chapter 
has  excellent  equipment,  beautiful  rooms  and  is  in  a 
healthy,  prosperous  condition.  Victoria  Chapter  is  to  be 
commended  on  the  small  amount  of  outstanding  dues, 
and  the  Scribe  E.,  R.E.  Comp.  Sanders,  is  very  faithful 
and  efficient  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  If  all 
the  Companions  of  the  district  took  as  much  enthusiastic 
interest  in  their  respective  Chapters  as  Victoria  Chapter 
Companions  do,  our  district  would  soon  become,  I  think, 
a  banner  district,  and  the  Grand  Superintendent's  duties 
and  visits  would  be  more  pleasant  and  profitable  to  all 
concerned. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  36,  Peterborough. — This 
Chapter  was  visited  on  October  27th,  and  I  desire  to 
thank  the  Companions  for  courtesies  extended  to  me  on 
that  occasion.  E.  Comp.  Gillespie,  First  Principal,  is 
supported  by  quite  a  number  of  capable  Past  Principals, 
including  R.E.  Comps.  Kenner  and  Walkey  and  V.E. 
Comp.  Higgins,  and  it  is  pleasing  and  as  it  should  be 
when  Past  Principals  continue  to  give  every  possible 
assistance  in  Chapter  affairs  after  leaving  the  chairs. 
This  Chapter  has  excellent  equipment,  and  the  officers 
seem  to  know  and  understand  their  work  well,  and  are 
capable  of  exemplifying  degree  work  in  a  finished  man- 
ner, but  I  would  suggest  that  when  in  almost  every  other 
way  good  work  is  being  done  that  a  little  more  care  and 
attention  be  given  to  accuracy  and  detail  when  conferring 
the  various  degrees.  I  cannot  quite  understand  why  this 
prosperous  Chapter  does  not  fall  into  line  and  co-operate 
with  the  other  Chapters  of  the  district  in  the  usual  cus- 
tom in  most  other  districts  of  presenting  the  Grand  Super- 
intendent with  the  regalia  of  office.  It  does  not  seem  to 
me  a  very  justifiable  or  charitable  attitude  to  assume,  and 
I  sincerely  trust  that  Corinthian  Companions  will  mani- 
fest a  different  spirit  and  take  a  broader  view  regarding 
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this  matter.  I  was  very  much  pleased  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  meeting  again  with  ten  Companions  from  Ionic 
Chapter,  who  manifested  such  interest  in  coming  over  to 
Peterborough  at  that  time. 

Excexsior  Chapter,  No.  45,  Colborne. — My  visit  to 
this  Chapter  was  made  on  November  7th,  and  again  I 
was  glad  to  be  accompanied  by  some  of  the  Companions 
of  St.  John's,  my  own  Chapter.  Excelsior  Chapter  is  in 
a  healthy,  flourishing  condition,  has  new  rooms  which  are 
very  fine  indeed  and  well  furnished,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  the  enthusiastic  interest  taken  in  Chapter  affairs  by 
the  Companions  and  the  assistance  rendered  by  Past 
Principals.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  in  a 
very  impressive  and  satisfactory  manner,  after  which  the 
Companions  sat  around  a  bountifully  spread  table.  This 
Chapter  is  fortunate  in  having  so  many  Past  Principals 
well  skilled  in  the  work,  who  do  not  rest  from  their  labor 
as  soon  as  they  retire  from  office,  amongst  whom  are 
R.E.  Comp.  Bellamy,  who  has  rendered  much  valuable 
service  to  the  district,  V.E.  -Comp.  Mayhew,  E.  Comps. 
Keyes,  Thorne  and  others.  E.  Comp.  Thorne  has  been  a 
very  prompt  and  efficient  Scribe  E. 

King  Darius  Chapter,  No.  134,  Cannington. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  November  8th  and  received  a  very 
cordial  welcome.  This  Chapter  has  not  made  much  pro- 
gress during  the  past  two  or  three  years,  though  it  has 
good  territory  to  draw  from — more  energy,  interest  and 
enthusiasm  is  needed.  No  degree  work  was  done,  but 
after  the  election  of  officers  and  other  business  was  com- 
pleted, the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  going 
over  carefully  the  most  important  parts  of  the  various 
degrees  and  making  suggestions  for  future  betterment  of 
this  Chapter.  The  Chapter  has  good  officers  and  some 
faithful  Companions  who  have  been  endeavoring  to  carry 
on  the  work,  but  I  am  hoping  and  have  reason  to  believe 
that  with  more  enthusiastic  effort  and  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  Companions  and  care  on  the  part  of  the  newly 
elected  Principals  and  officers  to  understand  and  become 
proficient  in  their  work,  that  better  results  will  be  accom- 
plished. 
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St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  48,  Cobourg. — The  visit  to 
my  home  Chapter  was  made  on  December  1st,  and  it  was 
an  enjoyable  occasion,  the  pleasure  being  enhanced  by 
a  visit  of  some  fifteen  Companions  from  Victoria  Chap- 
ter. St.  John's  Chapter  was  for  a  few  years  making  very 
little  progress,  but  during  the  past  three  years  the  Chap- 
ter has  awakened  and  progressed  in  every  way — more  in- 
terest is  manifested,  and  it  is  now  in  a  flourishing,  healthy 
condition.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  in  a 
most  impressive  and  satisfactory  manner,  after  which  a 
social  hour  was  spent  around  the  festive  board  in  speech 
and  song.  This  Chapter  has  large  well  appointed  rooms 
with  splendid  equipment,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is 
commendable  to  note  the  excellence  and  character  of  the 
work  done,  the  impressive  manner  in  which  ritualistic 
work  is  exemplified,  particular  attention  being  given  to 
accuracy  and  precision  in  the  work.  E.  Comp.  Purdy 
and  his  officers  have  done  a  good  work  during  the  year — ■ 
quite  a  large  amount  has  been  spent  in  new  furnishings, 
handsome  new  robes  and  other  paraphernalia.  The  Chap- 
ter is  fortunate  in  having  a  Scribe  E.  who  is  always  at 
his  post  in  E.  Comp.  R.  Buck,  attending  to  the  duties  of 
his  office  in  a  painstaking  manner. 

St.  Andrew's  Chapter,  No.  139,  Havelock. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  January  8th,  and  the  Companions 
had  made  great  preparation  for  the  occasion,  but  a  severe 
snow  storm  prevented  the  Companions  from  being  pres- 
ent in  very  large  numbers.  This  Chapter  has  had,  as  far 
as  I  could  learn,  very  good  officers,  and  certainly  should 
have  been  making  more  progress,  but  for  some  reason  it 
has  been  in  a  stagnant,  inactive  condition,  though  some 
work  was  done  during  the  past  year.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  installing  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  I 
believe  the  newly  installed  First  Principal  Squire  is  the 
right  man  and  will  be  thorough  in  his  work,  being  well 
qualified  to  produce  the  results  that  this  Chapter  needs. 
After  the  installation  ceremony  the  Mark  Master  Mason 
degree  was  conferred  very  well  indeed — there  was  so 
much  work  on  for  the  evening  that  the  Companions  were 
unable  to  do  justice  to  the  splendid  banquet  that  had  been 
provided. 
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Midland  Chapter,  No.  94,  Lindsay. — My  visit  to 
this  Chapter  was  made  on  January  9th,  but  on  account  of 
a  very  heavy  snow  storm,  which  blocked  the  roads  I  did 
not  reach  Lindsay  until  nearly  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  the 
attendance  was  very  small.  The  M.E.M.  degree  was 
conferred  on  four  candidates  in  as  creditable  a  manner  as 
could  have  been  expected  under  such  circumstances.  This 
Chapter  has  large,  well  furnished  rooms — a  good  territory 
to  draw  from,  but  has  not  made  for  several  years  any- 
thing like  the  progress  that  is  expected  from  Midland 
Chapter.  A  splendid  lot  of  men  with  good  ability  are  to 
be  found  in  this  Chapter,  and  if  a  united  effort  were 
made  by  the  officers  and  Companions  (and  there  should 
be)  it  would  soon  have  the  life,  activity  and  enthusiastic 
spirit  which  seems  lacking.  The  books  of  Midland  Chap- 
ter are  kept  strictly  in  accordance  with  constitutional  re- 
quirements, and  I  took  occasion  to  compliment  Scribe  E., 
Comp.  G.  S.  Patrick,  upon  the  very  excellent  manner  in 
which  he  performed  his  duties. 

PrESQu'Isee  Chapter,  No.  144,  Brighton. — I  visit- 
ed this  Chapter  on  January  12th,  and  the  only  work  at 
this  Convocation  was  the  installation  of  officers.  This 
Chapter  has  a  capable  list  of  Companions  on  its  member- 
ship roll,  but  it  is  too  dormant  and  inactive  and  should 
get  busy — its  membership  is  less  to-day  than  it  was  in 
1907.  I  would  recommend  that  the  officers  and  Com- 
panions put  forth  more  effort  to  increase  its  good  quality 
membership  and  whenever  possible  visit  and  encourage 
visits  from  neighboring  Chapters.  After  the  installation 
ceremony  some  time  was  spent  in  reviewing  important 
parts  of  the  three  degrees,  and  following  this  a  social 
time  around  the  banquet  table  concluded  a  profitable  and 
pleasant  evening. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  35,  Whitby.— -This  Chapter 
was  visited  on  January  19th.  The  only  work  at  this  Con- 
vocation was  the  installation  of  officers,  most  of  whom 
were  re-elected  from  last  year,  and  after  the  ceremony 
was  concluded  the  most  important  parts  of  the  various 
degrees  were  discussed  and  exemplified.  Keystone  Chap- 
ter needs  a  revival — this,  the  second  oldest  Chapter  in 
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Ontario  District,  with  a  good  past  record,  has  a  member- 
ship roll  eight  less  to-day  than  it  was  in  1907 — this  ought 
not  so  to  be.  It  has  very  capable  and  efficient  officers,  who 
deserve  better  support  and  more  hearty  co-operation  from 
Keystone  Companions  than  they  are  receiving.  I  made 
my  visit  on  the  regular  meeting  night,  but  if  the  very 
small  number  present  on  that  occasion  and  the  apparent 
lack  of  interest  manifested  is  the  prevailing  custom  there, 
then  it  is  time  something  was  done.  This  Chapter  has 
new,  well  furnished  rooms  and  every  facility  for  doing 
good  work,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  during  the  coming 
year  the  officers  and  Companions  will  awaken  Chapter 
affairs  from  the  lethargic  condition  into  one  of  activity 
and  make  progress. 

Pkntalpha  Chapter,  No.  28,  Oshawa. — I  visited 
Pentalpha,  the  oldest  Chapter  in  the  district  on  January 
26th,  and  enjoyed  this  occasion  very  much.  The  Com- 
panions of  this  Chapter  are,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  men 
of  good  ability,  and  as  fine  a  lot  of  Chapter  Masons  as 
it  has  been  my  privilege  to  meet,  and  if  they  would  only 
manifest  a  little  more  interest  and  put  more  enthusiastic 
effort  into  their  work  would  make  any  Chapter  in  the 
district  work  hard  to  keep  ahead  of  them.  The  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  well  exemplified.  R.E.  Comp.  Hendry, 
who  has  rendered  such  valuable  service  to  this  Chapter, 
assisted  in  conferring  the  degree.  After  the  work  of  the 
evening  some  time  was  spent  in  discussion  of  degree 
work  and  Chapter  affairs,  and  following  this  a  social  hour 
around  the  festive  board.  I  would  strongly  recommend 
the  exchange  of  fraternal  visits  with  neighboring  Chap- 
ters, and  a  little  more  attention  to  detail  in  floor  work. 
I  believe  this  Chapter  will  give  a  good  account  of  itself 
and  make  greater  progress  during  the  coming  year. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all 
who  have  accorded  me  so  many  courtesies,  and  wish  my 
successor  even  a  more  successful  term  of  office. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Albert  J.  Gould, 

Grand  Supt.  Ontario  District,  No.  10. 
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PRINCE  EDWARD  DISTRICT,  NO.  n. 

To  the  M.B.  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

M.E.  Sir  and  Companions, — Deeply  sensible  of  the 
great  honor  conferred  upon  me  in  being  chosen  Grand 
Superintendent  of  the  Prince  Edward  District,  No.  n,  I 
wish  to  thank  you  for  this  honor,  and  to  express  the  hope 
that  I  may  have  accomplished  something  that  will  be  of 
benefit  to  Capitular  .Masonry  in  this  district.  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  191 1. 

Not  having  been  piesent  at  the  last  Annual  Convoca- 
tion of  Grand  Chapter,  I  was  installed  as  Grand  Superin- 
tendent by  R.E.  Comp.  R.  E.  Wright  in  Prince  Edward 
Chapter  at  Picton. 

It  has  been  my  endeavour  to  establish  uniformity  in 
the  work,  as  far  as  possible  throughout  the  district.  In 
this  connection,  however,  I  find  comparatively  few  varia- 
tions and  only  on  minor  points,  which  testifies  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  work  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  who 
have  preceded  me. 

The  presence  of  Past  Principals  in  most  of  the  Chap- 
ters is  very  encouraging,  as  it  aids  in  keeping  up  the  in- 
terest and  insures  efficiency  in  the  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Chapter. 

The  Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  Belleville. — My  first 
official  visit  was  to  this  Chapter,  on  June  6th.  We  spent 
a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  evening  indeed.  The 
Belleville  Companions,  ever  loyal  and  thoughtful,  had 
extended  an  invitation  to  the  M.E.  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal, Comp.  F.  W.  Hareourt,  and  I  took  advantage  of 
the  occasion  to  call  a  Chapter  of  Instruction,  and  to  make 
my  official  visit.  By  this  means  I  hoped  to  have  as  many 
as  possible  meet  the  Grand  Z.  and  profit  by  his  wisdom 
and  counsel.  We  had  but  one  regret  and  that  was  that 
greater  numbers  could  not  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  privilege. 
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There  was  a  large  attendance,  however.  The  work 
of  E.  Comp.  Thompson  and  his  officers  of  Mount  Sinai, 
No.  44,  Napanee,  in  exemplifying  the  M.E.M.  degree  was 
most  favorably  commented  upon  by  those  present,  as  was 
also  that  of  E.  Comp.  Mikel  and  his  officers  of  the  Moira 
Chapter,  Belleville,  exemplifying  the  R.A.  degree.  The 
officers  of  Prince  Edward  Chapter,  Picton,  who  were  to 
have  worked  the  M.M.M.  degree  were  unable  to  be  pres- 
ent, though  several  of  the  Companions  from  the  Chapter 
were  in  attendance.  Many  questions  were  asked  and  dis- 
cussed, which  showed  the  live  and  intelligent  interest  that 
is  being  taken  in  Capitular  Masonry  by  the  Companions 
of  this  district.  The  labors  of  the  evening  being  ended, 
the  Companions  were  invited  to  a  magnificent  spread  in 
the  banqueting  hall  adjoining,  where,  after  all  had  enjoyed 
the  good  things  provided,  addresses  were  given  by  M.E. 
Comp.  Hareourt,  several  Past  Grand  Superintendents  and 
others.  Excellent  music  was  provided  by  a  male  quar- 
tette and  an  orchestra.  The  books,  etc.,  of  the  Chapter 
are  in  excellent  condition,  as  one  would  expect  with  Com- 
panion McKeown  as  Scribe  E.  E.  Comp.  Mikel,  a  most 
competent  officer,  a  host  in  himself,  was  well  supported 
by  the  other  officers  and  Companions.  The  Moira  Chap- 
ter is  to  be  congratulated  on  a  most  successful  evening 
from  which  much  good  will  come. 

Mount  Sinai  Chapter,  No.  44,  Napanee;. — This 
Chapter  completed  its  fortieth  year  in  June.  To  mark 
the  occasion  the  Companions  extended  an  invitation  to 
Prince  Edward  Chapter,  who  had  taken  a  special  interest 
in  them  at  the  time  of  the  institution  of  the  Chapter,  to 
pay  them  a  fraternal  visit  and  confer  the  R.A.  degree. 
Preparations  were  happily  made  to  carry  out  this  inten- 
tion at  the  regular  convocation  in  September,  but  owing 
to  the  Federal  elections,  in  which  some  were  vitally  in- 
terested, and  the  illness  in  the  families  of  other  Com- 
panions, the  officers  of  Prince  Edward  Chapter  were  un- 
able to  perform  the  work.  A  number  of  Companions 
from  Picton,  however,  accompanied  me  to  Napanee  in 
the  steam  yacht  Madge,  placed  at  our  disposal  by  E. 
Comp.  Hepburn  and  conveyed  the  fraternal  greetings  and 
congratulations  of  Prince  Edward  Chapter  to  the  Com- 
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panions  of  Mount  Sinai  Chapter  on  the  attainment  of 
their  fortieth  birthday.  The  R.A.  degree  was  very  credit- 
ably conferred  by  the  officers,  assisted  by  R.E.  Companion 
Fenton  and  others,  upon  four  candidates.  The  work  of 
the  Chapter  is  done  carefully  and  harmoniously.  The 
presence  of  R.E.  Companions  Fenton  and  Walter  and 
other  Past  Principals  is  very  helpful  to  the  Chapter. 
R.E.  Comp.  Walters  as  Scribe  E.  is  a  most  efficient  offi- 
cer and  a  strength  to  E.  Comp.  Thompson  and  his  officers 
who  are  doing  good  work.  A  singular  coincidence  is, 
that  the  minutes  of  the  Chapter  for  the  forty  years  exactly 
fill  the  first  minute  book  they  have  had.  At  the  banquet 
which  followed  the  work,  R.E.  Comp.  Murch,  Grand 
Third  Principal,  who  was  present,  gave  an  excellent  ad- 
dress on  the  work  of  Grand  Chapter.  Addresses  full  of 
interesting  reminiscences  of  Mount  Sinai  Chapter  and  its 
early  members  and  also  on  Capitular  Masonry  in  gen- 
eral, were  given  by  others  present. 

Madoc  Chapter,  No.  161,  Madoc. — Notwithstanding 
it  was  a  dreary  night  a  goodly  number  of  the  Companions 
were  in  attendance  at  the  special  Convocation  summoned 
for  my  official  visit  to  Madoc.  Some  came  even  from 
Tweed  and  their  presence  was  greatly  appreciated.  They 
were  all  greatly  rewarded  for  the  work  exemplified  by 
E.  Comp.  Watson  and  his  officers  was  of  a  high  order, 
being  earnest,  sympathetic  and  accurate.  A  very  pleas- 
ant social  hour  was  spent  after  the  work  was  done. 

St.  Mark's  Chapter,  No.  26,  Trenton. — On  the 
tenth  of  October  I  visited  this  Chapter.  There  was  no 
degree  work  mentioned  in  the  summons,  but  the  M.M.M. 
degree  was  exemplified  to  show  that  the  officers  were 
not  neglectful  of  their  duties  in  this  particular.  Needless 
to  say  the  work  was  well  done.  While  some  of  the  older 
members  complained  of  the  lack  of  interest  of  many  of 
the  Companions,  for  there  was  not  a  large  attendance  at 
this  Convocation,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  there 
was  a  good  rally  before  the  close  of  the  year,  and  St. 
Mark's  will  continue  to  give  a  good  account  of  itself,  as 
it  has  done  in  the  past.  R.E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer,  who 
has  been  Scribe  E.  for  a  number  of  years  and  a  most  effi- 
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cient  and  painstaking  officer  retired  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  work  in  this  office  will  not  be  allowed  to  suffer,  how- 
ever, as  it  has  been  taken  up  by  R.E.  Comp.  B.  H.  Sid- 
dall. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  72,  Stirling. — Keystone 
Chapter  is  enjoying  life  in  new  quarters.  The  old  rooms 
in  which  the  Companions  had  met  were  thoroughly  reno- 
vated during  the  summer.  It  was  a  great  pleasure  to 
meet  the  Companions,  who  evidently  appreciate  the 
change,  at  their  first  meeting  in  their  new  home.  This 
was  on  November  2nd,  and  though  it  was  very  cold,  the 
attendance  was  fair.  We  had  the  great  pleasure  of  hav- 
ing R.E.  Comp.  N.  Pringle,  of  Belleville,  at  this  meeting. 
All  profited  by  his  helpful  criticisms  on  the  work  and  his 
excellent  address  at  the  banquet.  The  Stirling  Com- 
panions can  do  good  work  and  are  adepts  in  the  art  of 
hospitality. 

Prince  Edward  Chapter,  No.  31,  Picton. — The  last 
official  visit  was  reserved  for  my  home  Chapter,  for 
which  a  special  Convocation  was  called  on  December  5th. 
There  was  a  large  attendance.  The  R.A.  degree  was 
conferred  by  E.  Comp.  Hepburn  and  his  officers  in  a  most 
impressive  manner,  upholding  the  reputation  of  their 
predecessors  for  good  work.  It  was  a  very  encouraging 
meeting  and  gave  a  good  finish  to  the  work  of  the  year. 
A  pleasant  time  was  spent  around  the  festive  board  at 
the  close  of  the  labors  of  the  evening. 

As  Grand  Superintendent  of  Prince  Edward  district, 
I  have  found  my  duties  very  light  and  the  pleasures  of 
visiting  the  Chapters  very  great.  There  is  most  complete 
harmony  throughout  the  district.  In  fact  I  sometimes 
thought  there  was  too  much  harmony,  for  too  many  of 
the  Companions  seem  to  take  things  for  granted.  A 
little  ruffle  would  almost  be  better  than  the  dead  calm 
that  has  seemingly  settled  on  the  general  membership. 
There  ought  to  be  more  than  double  the  numbers  in 
attendance  at  the  Convocations  of  every  Chapter.  In 
many  cases  regular  Convocations  have  gone  by  default 
for  lack  of  a  quorum.    If  it  is  the  new  members  who  are 


88        GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

not  being  impressed  by  the  work  and  the  solemnity  of 
their  obligations  let  us  take  heed  to  the  material  brought 
up  for  the  Temple.  Each  Chapter  can  know  the  cause  in 
its  particular  case  and  apply  the  remedy.  It  is  certain 
the  Past  Z's  are  generally  interested  and  faithful  helpers, 
and  every  Chapter  profits  by  the  labors  of  its  past  officers. 

It  seems  to  me  the  labors  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
neighboring  District  of  Ontario,  No.  10,  might  be  light- 
ened by  adding  to  Prince  Edward  district,  Presqu'Isle, 
No.  144,  Brighton,  and  Ionic,  No.  168,  Campbell  ford, 
Ontario  district  has  twelve  Chapters,  while  Prince  Ed- 
ward has  only  six.  In  the  case  of  the  two  mentioned 
Chapters,  they  could  be  most  easily  visited  from  this 
district.  This  year  the  Grand  Supt.  of  Ontario  had  to 
pass  four  of  our  Chapters  to  visit  Campbellford. 

Let  me  thank  the  officers  and  Companions  for  their 
courtesy  and  kindness  to  me  during  my  visits  and 
throughout  the  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  LksuK  Armitage, 
Grand  Supt.  Prince  Edward  District,  No.  11. 
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ST.  LAWRENCE  DISTRICT,  NO.  12. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  Capitular 
Masonry  in  St.  Lawrence  District,  No.  12,  for  the  year 
191 1.  Taking  the  district  as  a  whole  the  year  has  been 
one  of  prosperity,  the  year  ending  with  a  net  increase 
of  33  members,  but  such  prosperity  has  largely  been  due 
to  the  activities  and  enthusiasm  shown  in  several  Chap- 
ters, while  others  but  held  their  own,  and  two  of  the 
Chapters  have  shown  but  scant  evidences  of  life  during 
the  year.  I  have  visited  each  Chapter  in  the  district  at 
least  once,  but  held  no  Chapter  of  Instruction,  as  the 
necessity  for  this  was  obviated  by  the  fact  that  three  meet- 
ings were  held  by  individual  Chapters  during  the  year 
which  were  practically  of  this  nature  and  to  which  the 
Companions  of  other  Chapters  were  invited,  viz.,  by 
Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui,  No.  1,  at  Kingston  on 
March  31st;  by  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  112,  Morris- 
burg,  on  May  26;  and  Leeds  Chapter,  No.  132,  Gana- 
noque  on  Dec.  22nd. 

The  district  has  been  honored  on  two  occasions  dur- 
ing the  year  by  the  presence  of  M.E.  Comp.  F.  W.  Har- 
court, Grand  Z.,  viz.,  on  Past  Principal's  night  at  Ancient 
Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  Kingston,  on  March 
31st,  and  at  St.  John's  Chapter,  Morrisburg,  on  May  26th. 

Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  No. 
1,  Kingston. — As  this  is  my  mother  Chapter  I  have 
attended  practically  all  its  meetings  during  the  year.  Not 
being  able  to  be  present  at  Grand  Chapter  meeting  I  was 
duly  installed  as  Grand  Superintendent  at  the  meeting 
on  March  21st  by  the  Grand  Z.,  M.E.  Comp.  Harcourt, 
assisted  by  M.E.  Comp.  Shaw,  P.G.Z.  This  was  Past 
Principals'  night  in  the  Chapter,  and  the  work  of  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  candidates  in  a  man- 
ner acceptable  to  the  Grand  First  Principal.  M.E.  Comp. 
Harcourt  was  accompanied  on  this  visit  by  R.E.  Comp. 
Murch,  Grand  J.,  a  member  of  this  Chapter.     On  this 
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occasion  E.  Comp.  Birkett  was  presented  with  the  jewel 
of  a  P.Z.  by  the  Chapter,  M.E.  Comp.  Hendry,  P.G.Z., 
making  the  presentation. 

On  May  19th  I  made  my  first  official  visit,  on  which 
occasion  the  M.M.M.  degree  was  put  on  in  an  efficient 
manner  by  V.E.  Comp.  Winnett  and  his  officers.  This 
Chapter  during  the  year  has  shown  much  activity  and 
enthusiasm,  its  meetings  being  well  attended  and  the  work 
well  done.  On  Jan.  19th  I  again  officially  visited  this 
Chapter,  and  assisted  by  R.E.  Comp.  Murch  and  E.  Comp. 
Jackson  installed  and  invested  the  officers  for  19 12.  Un- 
der E.  Comp.  Pearson  I  feel  assured  this  Chapter  is  cer- 
tain of  another  year  of  continued  advance  and  prosperity. 

GrenvielE  Chapter,  No.  22,  Prescott. — On  Dec. 
1 2th,  with  R.E.  Comp.  Murch,  Grand  J.,  I  visited  this 
Chapter.  I  had  been  receiving  regular  summonses  dur- 
ing the  year,  but  found  on  my  visit  that  only  one  Con- 
vocation had  been  held  during  the  year  after  officers  had 
been  installed  in  January  by  R.E.  Comp.  Davy,  the  others 
lacking  a  quorum.  During  the  year  the  First  Principal 
had  removed  from  town,  while  on  the  night  of  our  visit 
the  Second  Principal  was  suffering  from  the  effects  of 
an  accident,  and  the  Third  Principal  was  absent.  A 
P.Z.  was  found  to  take  the  First  Principal's  chair,  and 
R.E.  Comp.  Murch  and  myself,  acting  as  the  other  Prin- 
cipals, opened  the  Chapter  when  a  sufficient  number  of 
Companions  assembled.  The  only  business  consisted  of 
the  election  of  officers,  and  both  R.E.  Comp.  Murch  and 
myself  pleaded  for  the  election  of  earnest  and  enthusias- 
tic Companions  to  the  Principals'  chairs.  There  is  abund- 
ant available  material  for  candidates  in  this  Chapter's 
jurisdiction,  the  Chapter  but  needing  proper  officers  to 
make  it  active  and  progressive. 

Sussex  Chapter,  No.  59,  and  St.  Lawrence  Chap- 
ter, No.  100,  BrockvieeE — These  two  Chapters  on 
Nov.  17th  held  a  joint  meeting  at  which  I  paid  my  official 
visit,  the  Royal  Arch  degree  being  conferred  in  an  effi- 
cient manner,  all  the  officers  of  both  Chapters  taking  part. 
Both  Chapters  have  made  fair  progress  during  the  year 
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under  the  leadership  of  E.  Comp.  Stein  and  R.E.  Comp. 
Mowat  respectively.  The  Chapters  work  together  in  an 
exceedingly  harmonious  manner  and  with  a  spirit  of  good 
fellowship  amongst  the  members  highly  to  be  commended. 
After  the  work  in  the  Chapter  room,  an  excellent  ban- 
quet was  served  and  a  pleasant  evening  brought  to  a  close 
with  speech  and  song.  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  well  rep- 
resented in  Brockville. 

Maitland  Chapter,  No.  68,  North  Augusta. — On 
Dec.  8th,  accompanied  by  R.E.  Comp.  Knapp  and  E. 
Comp.  Stein,  of  Sussex  Chapter,  Brockville,  I  visited  this 
Chapter.  This  was  their  first  meeting  for  many  months, 
and  was  only  obtained  after  much  correspondence.  A 
bare  quorum  was  present  and  the  main  business  was  that 
of  election  of  officers,  which  resulted  in  the  return  of 
practically  all  the  previous  officers.  These  promised  in 
future  to  call  meetings  regularly,  be  faithful  in  their  own 
attendance  and  endeavor  to  resuscitate  the  Chapter.  There 
has  been  some  dissension  among  the  Companions,  but 
this  is  partially  at  least  healed,  and  with  an  earnest  effort 
the  Chapter  may  revive.  The  jurisdiction  of  this  Chap- 
ter has  been  narrowed  by  the  establishment  of  a  Chapter 
at  Smith's  Falls,  and  the  available  material  lessened  by  the 
drain  of  the  young  men  to  the  western  provinces.  This 
Chapter  should  be  given  another  year  at  least  in  which  to 
show  its  capability  to  survive.  The  Companions  possess 
an.  excellent  fraternal  spirit  and  entertained  the  E.  Com- 
panions from  Brockville  and  myself  to  an  oyster  supper 
after  the  close  of  the  Chapter. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  112,  Morrisburg. — I  visit- 
ed this  Chapter  on  May  26th  for  the  first  time,  accom- 
panying M.E.  Comp.  Harcourt,  Grand  Z.,  and  R.E.  Comp. 
Murch,  Grand  J.,  who,  with  the  past  and  present  Grand 
Chapter  officers  of  the  district,  had  been  invited.  On 
this  occasion  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  in  the  afternoon 
worked  the  Mark  Master  and  Most  Excellent  Master 
degrees  in  an  efficient  manner  on  12  candidates.  In  the 
evening,  with  past  and  present  district  Grand  Officers  in 
the  chairs,  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  14 
candidates.     Besides  the  members  of  Grand  Council,  the 
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visiting  officers  were  R.E.  Comps.  Knapp  and  Dewey,  of 
Brockville,  Graham,  of  Prescott,  M.E.  Comp.  Shaw,  V.E. 
Comp.  Winnett  and  E.  Comps.  Jackson  and  Pearson,  of 
Kingston.  The  Companions  entertained  the  visiting  Com- 
panions right  royally  and  the  meeting  was  voted  one  of 
the  most  successful  held  in  St.  Lawrence  district  for 
years.  To  R.E.  Comp.  Davy,  P.G.S.,  and  E.  Comp. 
Marsh,  must  be  given  the  credit  for  the  success  of  the 
meeting. 

On  Nov.  ioth,  accompanied  by  E.  Comp.  Pearson, 
of  Kingston,  I  visited  this  Chapter  again,  when  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  conferred  by  the  regular  officers,  the 
work  being  done  in  an  impressive  and  highly  creditable 
manner.  On  this  occasion  the  Morrisburg  Companions 
lived  up  to  their  previous  reputation  and  gave  us  a  very 
hospitable  welcome  and  entertained  us  most  pleasantly. 
This  Chapter  has,  during  the  year,  been  most  active,  the 
Companions  enthusiastic,  and  prospects  are  indeed  ex- 
cellent for  continued  prosperity. 

Covenant  Chapter,  No.  113,  Cornwall. — With 
R.E.  Comp.  Murch,  Grand  J.,  and  E.  Comp.  Pearson,  of 
Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  December  12th,  on  which  occasion  there  was 
a  very  large  gathering  of  the  Cornwall  Companions.  After 
the  election  of  officers  for  1912,  the  regular  officers  con- 
ferred the  Mark  Master  degree  on  two  candidates  in  a 
pleasing  manner.  This  Chapter  has  had  but  few  candi- 
dates this  year,  though  regular  meetings  have  been  held 
and  interest  maintained  by  a  series  of  lectures  on  Royal 
Arch  Masonry.  The  prospects  of  this  Chapter  are  good 
for  1912.  The  books  of  the  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  Ridley,  are 
models  of  neatness  and  accuracy.  The  Companions  of 
the  Chapter  exemplified  the  fourth  degree  in  a  very  pleas- 
ing manner,  and  our  only  regret  was  that  train-time  cut 
short  their  excellent  entertainment. 

Leeds  Chapter,  No.  132,  Gananoque. — On  Dec. 
22nd,  the  Companions  of  this  Chapter  held  a  field  day 
starting  at  2.30  p.m.  and  conferring  the  M.M.,  M.E.M., 
and  R.A.   degrees  on  eight  candidates,  with  E.  Comps. 
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Watts,  Mills  and  Black  in  charge  of  the  respective  de- 
grees. Accompanied  by  R.E.  Comp.  Murch,  Grand  J., 
and  M.E.  Comp.  Shaw,  P.G.Z.,  I  attended  this  prolonged 
session.  Needless  to  say  the  work  was  performed 
throughout  in  a  creditable  manner,  quite  equalling  that 
of  any  Chapter  in  the  district.  Leeds  Chapter  has  had  a 
prosperous  year,  and  its  prospects  are  excellent.  A  ban- 
quet, betokening  the  Christmas  season,  was  provided  at 
the  close  of  the  evening's  session,  and  this  with  speech 
and  song  brought  an  excellent  day's  work  to  a  close. 

I  must  here  express  my  marked  appreciation  of  the 
kindness  extended  to  me  by  the  officers  and  Companions 
of  the  various  Chapters  of  the  district.  The  solitary 
exception  but  emphasized  this  elsewhere.  R.E.  Comp. 
Murch,  Grand  J.,  has  put  me  under  deep  obligation  in  so 
kindly  accompanying  me  on  several  visits.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  M.E.  Comp.  Shaw  and  E.  Comp.  Pearson, 
of  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  also  to 
R.E.  Comp.  Knapp  and  E.  Comp.  Stein,  of  Sussex  Chap- 
ter for  their  presence  and  assistance  on  one  or  more  of 
my  visits. 

Fraternally  yours, 

W.  T.  Conner 
Grand  Supt.  St.  Lawrence  District,  No.  12. 
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OTTAWA  DISTRICT,  NO.   13. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on 
Capitular  Masonry  in  the  Ottawa  District,  No.  13,  for 
the  year  191 1.  I  have  visited  every  Chapter  in  the  dis- 
trict and  find  the  utmost  harmony  exists.  However,  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  attendance  at  the  regular  convo- 
cations is  much  smaller  than  it  should  be,  some  of  the 
Chapters  having  barely  enough  to  open  and  close  and  go 
through  with  the  regular  business.  I  hope  during  the 
coming  year  there  will  be  an  improvement  in  the  attend- 
ance. 

St.  Francis  Chapter,  No.  133,  Smith's  Falls. — 
This  being  the  Chapter  of  which  I  am  a  member  I  was  at 
most  of  the  meetings.  I  made  my  official  visit  on  May 
26th,  there  being  a  large  attendance.  The  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  conferred  in  an  earnest  and  impressive  man- 
ner by  the  officers.  This  is  one  of  the  best  Chapters  in 
the  district.  The  books  are  well  kept  by  S.E.  Comp.  G. 
W.  Fluker,  and  the  Chapter  is  in  a  very  prosperous  con- 
dition. 

Granite  Chapter,  No.  61,  Almonte. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  Nov.  14th.  at  a  regular  Convocation.  There  was 
a  fair  attendance,  but  no  work  on.  However,  the  open- 
ing and  closing,  as  well  as  the  business  of  the  evening, 
was  well  done,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  the  officers  are 
quite  competent  to  confer  the  degrees  in  a  creditable  man- 
ner. They  are  expecting  a  number  of  additions  to  their 
membership  in  the  next  year. 

Glengarry  Chapter,  No.  143,  Maxville. — I  made 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  Nov.  24th  at  their  regular 
meeting.  The  M.M.M.  degree  was  conferred  on  a  candi- 
date in  a  very  creditable  manner  by  the  officers.  The 
attendance  was  not  large,  as  most  of  the  Companions 
live  in  the  surrounding  district.  The  books  are  well  kept, 
and  the  Chapter  is  in  a  healthy  condition. 
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BonnecherE  Chapter,  No.  114,  Renfrew. — I  visit- 
ed this  Chapter  Nov.  29th  at  their  regular  Convocation. 
There  was  a  good  attendance,  and  the  opening  and  clos- 
ing and  business  of  the  Chapter  was  well  done.  This 
Chapter  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  The  officers 
are  enthusiastic  and  the  books  kept  in  first-class  order. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  148,  VankeEEk  Hill. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  at  a  regular  meeting  Dec.  1st.  This 
being  the  night  of  election  of  officers  I  did  not  see  any 
degrees  exemplified.  However  the  officers  appear  to  be 
well  up  in  their  work  and  I  have  no  doubt  can  confer  the 
degrees  in  an  impressive  manner.  Most  of  the  Com- 
panions live  out  of  town,  and  they  find  it  difficult  to  get 
a  quorum,  but  the  officers  are  expecting  plenty  of  work 
next  year,  as  quite  a  number  have  been  asking  for  appli- 
cations. 

MapeE  Chapter,  No.  116,  CareEton  Peace. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  officially  Dec.  9th,  at  a  special  meet- 
ing called  for  the  election  of  officers.  Owing  to  the  fire 
last  year  this  Chapter  has  been  out  of  a  home  and  have 
held  no  regular  Convocations,  having  to  call  special  meet- 
ings. They  expect  to  get  into  their  new  hall  in  January 
and  have  purchased  a  new  outfit  of  paraphernalia  and 
hope  to  have  a  prosperous  time  next  year.  They  have  a 
good  set  of  officers,  and  the  books  are  beautifully  kept 
by  S.E.  Comp.  Edwards. 

Laurentian  Chapter,  No.  151,  Pembroke.— On 
Nov.  30th  I  visited  Pembroke  to  see  if  it  was  possible 
to  get  the  Chapter  into  working  order.  The  S.E.  appar- 
ently has  given  up  all  hope  of  starting  this  Chapter  again 
and  he  positively  refuses  to  call  the  Companions  together 
or  make  any  further  efforts  to  get  the  Chapter  into  a 
healthy  condition.  However,  the  Z.  seemed  quite  anxious 
to  get  the  members  together  and  talk  over  the  situation. 
He  promised  to  write  me  later  and  let  me  know  the  re- 
sults. Since  that  time  I  have  not  heard  from  him,  and  I 
have  written  twice  asking  for  information,  even  sending 
him  an  addressed  envelope  with  postage  stamp  on  same. 
My   impression   is   that   if   a  good   set   of   officers   were 
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elected  who  would  get  up  their  work  properly  that  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  would  prosper  in  Pembroke. 

Cari^ton  Chapter,  No.  16,  Ottawa. — I  made  my 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  at  their  re-union  or  Chapter 
of  Instruction,  January  ioth,  this  being  a  special  meeting 
called  for  this  purpose.  In  the  afternoon  the  M.M.M. 
degree  was  conferred  on  five  candidates  by  E.  Comp.  C. 
Nichol,  First  Principal,  and  the  officers  of  St.  Francis 
Chapter,  No.  133,  Smith's  Falls,  in  a  faultless  and  very 
impressive  manner. 

The  M.E.M.  degree  was  conferred  on  the  same  five 
candidates  by  E.  Comp.  Scott  and  the  officers  of  Carleton 
Chapter,  being  well  done.  The  Chapter  was  then  called 
off  until  8  o'clock,  when  it  was  resumed  and  M.E.  Comp. 
F.  W.  Harcourt,  Grand  Z.,  and  R.E.  Comp.  W.  S. 
R.  Murch,  Grand  J.,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada, 
were  announced  and  properly  conducted  into  the  Chapter 
and  given  the  Grand  Honors.  The  M.E.  the  Grand  Z. 
was  requested  to  assume  the  sceptre  which  he  did,  and 
after  a  short  address  requested  E.  Comp.  H.  O.  E.  Pratt 
to  again  take  charge  and  proceed  with  the  business  of  the 
evening. 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  then  conferred  on  the  can- 
didates in  waiting  by  the  E.Z.  and  officers  of  Carleton 
Chapter,  the  work  being  exceptionally  well  done,  after 
which  the  M.E.  the  Grand  Z.  and  R.E.  Grand  J.  and  a 
number  of  others  complimented  the  Companions  of  Car- 
leton Chapter  on  the  success  of  the  meeting.  The  Chap- 
ter was  then  closed  and  all  repaired  to  the  spacious  ban- 
quet hall  where  ample  justice  was  done  to  the  well  exem- 
plified "fourth  degree."  An  enjoyable  social  hour  was 
spent  and  a  number  of  short  addresses  made,  the  M.E.  the 
Grand  Z.  again  delighting  the  Companions  by  his  witty 
and  well  chosen  remarks.  Carleton  Chapter  is  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  C.  Craig, 
Grand  Supt.  Ottawa  District,  No.  13. 
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ALGOMA  DISTRICT,  NO.  14 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Algoma  District,  No. 
14,  comprising,  as  it  does  five  Chapters,  to  three  of  which 
I  have  only  been  able  to  pay  my  official  visit,  the  remain- 
ing two  I  have  been  able  to  frequently  join  in  their 
regular  Convocations  and  at  all  times  was  received  in  a 
most  cordial  manner.  Owing  to  my  business,  I  was 
obliged  to  visit  Fort  Frances,  Rainy  River  and  Golden 
Chapters  in  the  month  of  June.  I  find  that  in  each  Chap- 
ter in  this  district  they  do  not  hold  any  meeting  in  July 
and  August.  I  consider  this  a  good  plan,  as  during  the 
summer  months  the  lodge  rooms  (which  I  found  in  most 
cases  poorly  ventilated)  are  very  hot  and  close,  preventing 
a  good  turn  out  at  their  regular  Convocations.  I  find 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  throughout  this  district  making  a 
steady  progress. 

Fort  William  Chapter,  No.  140,  Fort  William. — 
I  made  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  at  their  regular 
Convocation  held  in  May,  when  the  R.A.  degree  was 
conferred  on  four  candidates  by  R.E.  Comp.  J.  T.  Hol- 
linshead  in  his  usual  most  able  manner,  assisted  by  his 
Principals  and  officers.  There  was  a  good  attendance, 
and  the  work  throughout  was  good.  E.  Comps.  Grant 
and  Read  are  both  capable  and  efficient  Second  and  Third 
Principals  and  have  their  work  up  thoroughly.  P.  S. 
Comp.  Wood  does  his  office  great  credit  and  the  impres- 
sive manner  in  which  he  imparts  his  work  must  convey 
to  the  candidate  the  full  meaning  of  the  degree.  This 
Chapter  has  made  great  progress  this  year.  A  large  num- 
ber of  new  material  has  been  added  to  its  ranks.  The 
books  are  well  kept  and,  though  its  finances  are  not  very 
flourishing,  it  is  not  burdened  with  any  debt.  I  regret 
very  much  that  a  large  number  of  members  are  in  arrears, 
the  amount  of  dues  outstanding  are  very  large ;  but  I 
hope  with  the  new  staff  of  officers  elected  to  see  this  re- 
duced to  a  minimum.     I  installed  the  various  officers  to 
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their  respective  chairs  on  Friday,  December  15th,  191 1. 
Before  the  ceremony,  however,  the  R.A.  degree  was  con- 
ferred on  a  number  of  candidates. 

Alberto n  Chapter,  No.  152,  Fort  Frances. — I 
Chapter  has  made  great  progress  this  year.  A  large  num- 
ber of  the  members  being  out  of  town,  the  attendance 
was  not  large,  but  this  being  a  young  Chapter  and  the 
membership  not  very  numerous  the  turnout  was  good. 
E.  Comp.  Gillon  is  a  very  enthusiastic  First  Principal. 
I  installed  the  newly  elected  officers  in  their  respective 
chairs.  This  Chapter  is  making  steady  progress  and  have 
some  good  material  coming  along  to  make  good  officers. 
Scribe  E.  is  a  very  capable  officer  and  good  worker,  the 
books  being  well  kept  and  the  financial  condition  is  very 
good.  Arrears  of  dues  are  large,  in  one  or  two  cases  I 
advised  immediate  suspension. 

Atwood  Chapter,  No.  149,  Rainy  River. — I  paid 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  June  16th.  There  not 
being  sufficient  members  present  we  were  unable  to  open 
the  Chapter,  instead  of  which  for  about  two  hours  we 
discussed  Capitular  Masonry  and  ways  and  means  for 
improving  the  same.  A  very  pleasant  time  was  spent, 
and  I  think  more  accomplished  than  by  putting  on  the 
work.  E.  Comp.  McGregor  is  a  most  efficient  officer, 
and  from  the  general  tone  of  his  remarks,  together  with 
that  of  his  officers,  I  am  sure  the  work  done  in  this 
Chapter  is  of  the  best.  E.  Comp.  Goreham,  Scribe  E., 
was  unfortunately  called  away  on  business.  I  found  his 
books  well  kept  and  the  finances  are  in  a  very  satisfac- 
tory condition.  The  junior  officers  are  young,  enthusias- 
tic members,  and  under  all  circumstances  Atwood  Chap- 
ter cannot  help  making  progress. 

Golden  Chapter,  No.  90,  Kenora. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  June  20th.  The  Companions  opened  in  the  M.M. 
degree,  but  having  no  work  to  put  on  we  spent  the  time 
in  discussing  various  matters  in  the  interests  of  Capitular 
Masonry.  There  was  a  fair  attendance.  I  consider  Gol- 
den Chapter  in  a  most  enviable  position.  E.  Comp. 
McColl  is  a  most  capable  First  Principal,  careful  in  his 
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work  in  every  particular,  and  is  ably  assisted  by  his 
various  officers.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the  past  Scribe  E., 
E.  Comp.  McDonald,  and  also  the  present  Scribe  E., 
Comp.  Galloway,  for  the  manner  in  which  the  books  have 
been  kept.  The  financial  condition  is  excellent,  having  a 
large  balance  in  their  favor  on  hand,  and  arrears  of 
dues  small.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Com- 
panions of  Golden  Chapter  for  their  great  kindness  in 
entertaining  me.  I  was  entertained  to  a  delightful  trip 
on  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  also  a  sumptuous  banquet 
given  after  closing  the  lodge  of  M.M.M.  Kenora  cer- 
tainly has  the  reputation  of  doing  all  things  well. 

Shuniah  Chapter,  No.  82,  Port  Arthur. — I  paid 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  at  its  regular  Convocation 
in  October.  In  the  absence  of  First  Principal,  E.  Comp. 
Wood,  the  chair  was  filled  by  R.E.  Comp.  Morgan,  and 
in  his  usual  able  and  impressive  manner,  the  M.M.  degree 
was  conferred  on  two  candidates.  Comment  on  the  work 
is  unnecessary.  The  various  officers  are  young  and  effi- 
cient and  Shuniah  Chapter  has  a  great  future  before 
them.  The  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  A.  M.  Frank,  is  a  first-class 
officer,  nothing  is  too  much  trouble  for  him  to  do.  His 
books  are  well  kept.    The  arrears  of  dues  are  too  large. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  of 
Algoma  District,  No.  14,  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me 
in  placing  me  in  this  high  position,  also  for  the  many 
courtesies  and  kindnesses  extended  during  my  term  of 
office. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

Fred  Symes, 
Grand  Supt.  Algoma  District,  No.  14. 
Fort  William,  Ont.,  January,  1912. 
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MANITOBA  DISTRICT,  NO.  15. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  report  as  Grand  Super- 
intendent of  the  above  district. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  99,  Portage  La  Prairie. — 
On  the  3rd  of  November  I  visited  this  Chapter  and 
found  that  although  the  membership  has  only  increased 
slightly  during  the  past  year,  the  officers  and  members 
take  a  thorough  interest  in  the  work  and  look  forward 
to  better  progress  in  the  coming  year. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  141,  Brandon. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  Nov.  6th.  There  was  no  degree  work 
done,  but  a  good  number  of  applications  were  presented 
to  the  Chapter  and  its  prospects  are  good. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  101,  Boissevain. — As  this 
is  my  mother  Chapter  I  am  well  acquainted  with  most  of 
the  Companions  and  know  them  to  have  the  interests  of 
Capitular  Masonry  at  heart.  The  membership  is  increas- 
ing, and  if  it  does  not  increase  as  rapidly  as  it  once  did, 
it  is  on  account  of  the  territory  tributary  to  it  being  much 
smaller  since  the  formation  of  Avondale  Chapter.  I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  Nov.  8th,  when  some  interesting 
discussions  took  place. 

Avondale  Chapter,  No.  156,  Hartney. — I  have 
belonged  to  this  Chapter  since  its  formation,  and  as  I 
attend  the  meetings  regularly  can  attest  to  the  interest 
displayed  in  the  work.  The  Chapter  is  well  officered  and 
prosperous.  I  visited  there  officially  on  Nov.  10th,  when 
the  M.M.M.  degree  was  put  on  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner. 

King  Edward  Chapter,  No.  136,  Neepawa. — When 
I  visited  the  above  Chapter  on  15th  November  all  degrees 
were  conferred  and  everything  done  in  a  workmanlike 
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manner.  Although  the  total  membership  shows  a  slight 
falling  off  from  a  year  ago,  the  reason  can  be  seen  by  a 
glance  at  the  accompanying  statistical  statement. 

Prince  Rupert  Chapter,  No.  52,  Winnipeg. — I 
visited  this,  the  oldest  Chapter  in  the  Province  on  Dec. 
7th.  With  so  many  distinguished  Masons  in  its  mem- 
bership, it  is  needless  to  say  that  everything  is  done  as  it 
should  be.  This  was  the  meeting  at  which  the  election  of 
officers  took  place.  All  are  enthusiastic  and  some  in- 
teresting discussions  took  place. 

Rabboni  Chapter,  No.  171,  Dauphin. — When  I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  Jan.  9th  I  had  the  pleasure  of  in- 
stalling the  officers  for  this  year.  No  candidates  were 
present,  but  this  Chapter  is  thoroughly  alive,  and  a  deep 
interest  in  Masonic  matters  is  shown  by  all  officers  and 
members. 

You  will  see  by  the  above  that  I  have  been  able  to 
visit  each  Chapter  in  this  district,  but  I  trust  that  District 
No.  15  will  be  divided  at  this  Grand  Chapter  Convocation. 
There  are  only  seven  Chapters,  but  they  are  spread  over 
a  large  area,  and  it  might  sometimes  be  impossible  or  very 
difficult  for  one  Grand  Superintendent  to  pay  a  visit  to 
each. 

Application  has  been  made  by  Companions  at  Rivers 
for  a  dispensation  to  form  a  Chapter  there.  This  has 
been  referred  to  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  141,  Brandon,  and 
will  be  considered  at  their  next  regular  Convocation. 

At  nearly  every  Chapter  visited,  the  question  of  the 
formation  of  a  Grand  Chapter  for  Manitoba  or  for  the 
West  was  discussed.  Whilst  some  are  in  favor  of  this, 
there  are  many  who  believe  that  the  time  has  not  yet 
arrived  for  that  step  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  Grand  Chapter  should  be  held  in  Winnipeg  next 
year  either  during  the  Bonspeil  or  in  the  middle  of  sum- 
mer. Should  this  be  done  those  coming  from  outside  of 
Manitoba  may  feel  assured  of  a  hearty  welcome.  Many 
Companions  look  forward  to  another  visit  from  the  Grand 
Lecturer,  whose  last  visit  was  highly  appreciated. 
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Before  concluding  I  wish  to  thank  those  who  were  re- 
sponsible for  giving  me  the  honor  of  being  Grand  Super- 
intendent for  Manitoba  and  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  our  Masonic  brethren  and  Companions  for  their 
hospitality  and  many  kindnesses  to  myself  during  my 
visits  to  the  different  Chapters. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  Walker  Reid, 
Grand  Supt.  Manitoba  District,  No.  15. 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA  DISTRICT,  NO.  16. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Vancouver  Chapter,  No.  98,  Vancouver. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  officially  the  22nd  of  November  and  wit- 
nessed the  R.A.  degree  exemplified.  The  work  was  very 
impressive,  well  done  and  beyond  criticism.  The  attend- 
ance was  large,  being  marked  by  a  good  attendance  of 
Past  Principals.  The  books  were  examined  and  found  in 
good  shape. 

Westminster  Chapter,  No.  124,  Westminster. — 
This  being  my  mother  Chapter  I  will  make  my  remarks 
brief.  It  has  had  a  record  year,  having  exalted  forty-two 
candidates.  The  officers  have  worked  hard  and  been 
most  faithful,  exemplifying  their  work  in  a  very  impres- 
sive manner. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  127,  Nanaimo. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  the  15th  of  November.  While  it  has  not 
shown  much  gain  in  members  this  year,  I  think  the  out- 
look is  favorable.  The  Chapter  has  been  handicapped  the 
past  year  owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  its  First 
Principal,  he  being  in  a  position  that  necessitated  his 
absence  from  Nanaimo.  No  work  was  put  on  and  officers 
were  elected  for  the  year.  Examined  the  books  and  found 
them  in  good  shape. 

Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  142,  Cumberland,  B.C. — I  re- 
gret to  say  I  have  been  unable  to  visit  this  Chapter,  but 
have  had  information  that  they  are  in  good  shape,  and 
doing  their  work  well. 

Katen  Chapter,  U.D.,  Prince  Rupert. — I  regret 
having  been  unable  to  visit  Prince  Rupert  owing  to  the 
distance.  The  reports  are  very  favorable,  and  I  am  sure 
the  Grand  Chapter  will  make  no  mistake  in  allowing  them 
their  warrant  on  application. 
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Camosun  Chapter,  U.D.,  Victoria — I  instituted  this 
Chapter  Friday,  December  15th,  and  installed  the  officers. 
I  believe  there  is  a  good  field  for  this  Chapter,  and  with 
good,  energetic  officers  am  sure  it  will  be  a  success. 

F.  P.  Smith, 

Grand  Supt.  British  Columbia  District,  No.  16. 

New  Westminster,  B.C.,  January  13,  1912. 
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ALBERTA  DISTRICT,  NO.  17. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

M.E.  Sir  and  Companions, — I  beg  to  present  to  you 
my  report  on  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta  during  the  year  191 1.  During  my 
term  of  office  it  has  been  my  pleasant  duty  to  visit — with 
one  exception — all  the  Chapters  in  the  jurisdiction,  and 
I  am  pleased  to  report  that  in  every  instance  I  found  har- 
mony and  zeal  and  indications  of  that  healthy  growth 
characteristic  of  Masonry  in  western  Canada. 

My  chief  official  duty  during  the  year  was  to  institute 
Otuskwan  Chapter,  U.D.,  at  Calgary,  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, April  the  26th,  191 1,  in  which  duty  I  was  ably  assisted 
by  a  number  of  R.E.  Companions  from  Calgary  and  E. 
Companions  and  Companions  from  my  home  Chapter  at 
High  River. 

Alberta  Chapter,  No.  106,  Calgary. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  Nov.  7th  and  was  warmly  welcomed,  it  being 
moreover  my  mother  Chapter.  This  is  the  oldest  and 
numerically  the  strongest  Chapter  in  the  province,  but  un- 
fortunately the  average  attendance  is  small,  out  of  all 
proportion  to  its  membership.  At  this  the  regular  Convo- 
cation the  M.M.M.  degree  was  conferred  on  three  candi- 
dates in  a  creditable  manner.  The  regular  officers  were 
not  all  in  their  stations  and  many  posts  were  filled  by  sub- 
stitutes which  I  was  informed  was  an  only  too  frequent 
occurrence.  After  the  degree  work  a  profitable  discussion 
was  entered  into  as  to  improving  interest,  and  it  was 
thought  good  would  result  therefrom.  A  sociable  evening 
was  spent  and  the  utmost  harmony  prevails.  The  books 
are  excellently  kept  by  R.E.  Comp.  Rankin,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  installing  me  into  office. 

North  Star  Chapter,  No.  118,  Edmonton. — This 
Chapter  I  visited  Nov.  14th  and  was  most  courteously 
received  and  entertained.  The  regular  Convocation  was 
the  occasion  of  their  election  of  officers  which  was  carried 
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on  very  smoothly  and  apparently  deserving  and  capable 
Companions  elected  to  office.  The  prospects  for  this 
Chapter  seem  particularly  bright,  and  there  exists  a  pro- 
per high  ideal  as  to  qualifications  necessary  in  candidates. 
Through  some  misunderstanding  or  oversight  they  have 
not  been  conferring  the  M.E.M.  degree  in  full,  but  will  do 
so  in  future.  The  books  are  well  kept,  but  the  fee  for 
exaltation  is  small,  and  I  advised  them  to  revise  it. 

Assiniboia  Chapter,  No.  126,  Medicine  Hat. — This 
is  the  only  Chapter  I  have  been  unable  to  visit,  but  from 
what  I  can  learn  it  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition  with 
good  prospects  for  the  coming  year. 

Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  158,  Lethbridge. — On  my 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Nov.  22nd  I  was  accom- 
panied by  E.  Comp.  Francis  of  my  home  Chapter,  and  we 
were  received  with  true  fraternalism.  This  Chapter  has 
been  unfortunate  in  the  loss  of  two  of  its  Principals, 
which  sadly  handicapped  it  for  the  year,  but  it  was  hoped 
that  this  would  be  remedied  at  their  next  election,  as  good 
material  for  office  was  available.  They  are  fortunate  in 
having  the  E.  Companions  McLeod,  two  well  skilled  bro- 
thers, as  Past  First  Principals,  who,  with  a  proficient 
Scribe  E.,  are  really  the  backbone  of  the  Chapter.  On 
this  occasion  the  R.A.  degree  was  exemplified  and  the 
officers  gave  evidence  of  having  the  work  well  in  hand. 

Golden  West  Chapter,  No.  159,  High  River. — This 
is  my  home  Chapter  and  I  regret  that  at  the  time  of 
writing  I  have  not  visited  it  officially,  although  I  will  do 
so  at  their  next  regular  Convocation.  However,  I  am 
sufficiently  well  acquainted  (being  a  regular  attendant) 
with  its  workings  to  report.  On  account  of  local  condi- 
tions there  has  been  very  few  admissions  during  the  past 
year,  but  prospects  are  better  for  the  coming  year.  Har- 
mony and  good  fellowship  have  always  prevailed  in  this 
Chapter  and  general  proficiency  in  the  work  is  the  aspira- 
tion of  its  officers.  The  books  I  have  examined  and  are 
exceedingly  well  kept  and  arrears  of  dues  small. 

Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  172,  Wetaskiwin. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  at  a  special  Convocation  on  Nov.  the 
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15th.  Although  no  candidate  was  present  the  officers 
kindly  exemplified  the  R.A.  degree  which,  considering  the 
short  notice,  was  indeed  well  displayed  for  so  young  a 
Chapter.  The  strong  fraternal  feeling  existing  in  this 
Chapter  is  worthy  of  special  mention  and  its  prospects  are 
good.    Books  are  well  kept  and  the  Scribe  E.  efficient. 

Bekah  Chapter,  No.  176,  MaclEod. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  Dec.  1st,  a  special  Convocation  being  called. 
They  had  a  fair  attendance  and  signs  of  zeal  were  marked. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Masonic  Hall  was  sub-leased 
for  another  assembly  that  evening  our  visit  was  short,  with 
no  time  for  degree  work.  Still  the  outlook  for  this  Chap- 
ter is  bright.  The  books  are  in  excellent  shape  and  reflect 
credit  on  the  Scribe  E. 

Kether  Chapter,  No.  177,  Pincher  Creek. — This 
Chapter  I  visited  on  Nov.  30th,  being  accompanied  by  E. 
Companions  MacLeod,  of  Lethbridge.  Owing  to  the  un- 
avoidable absence  of  two  of  the  Principals  they  were  in  a 
bad  way  for  officers,  but  with  the  assistance  of  the  visiting 
E.  Companions  exemplified  the  R.A.  degree  in  a  pro- 
ficient manner.  This  is  a  young  and  enthusiastic  Chapter 
with  good  prospects.  Some  of  the  officers  come  a  great 
distance  to  the  Convocations.  Books  well  kept  and  cleri- 
cal work  ably  performed  by  the  Scribe  E. 

Otuskwan  Chapter,  U.D.,  Calgary. — This  Chapter 
was  instituted  by  myself  on  April  26th  as  already  men- 
tioned. The  Chapter  got  started  with  a  good  impetus, 
and  although  I  have  not  visited  it  since  I  believe  it  to  be 
in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Capitular  Masonry  throughout  the  province  is 
numerically  and  financially  prosperous  and  among  a  cer- 
tain few  in  each  Chapter  there  is  that  proper  zeal  and 
interest  which  we  so  like  to  see,  but  among  a  great  many 
and  I  fear  even  the  majority  there  is  a  certain  indiffer- 
ence and  apathy  as  to  the  welfare  of  the  Royal  Craft. 
As  to  the  cause  of  this  I  have  tried  to  locate  it,  and  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  attributable  to  divers 
causes.     Not  frequent  enough  visits  from  Grand  officers, 
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sometimes  inefficiency  in  the  work,  not  exacting  that  the 
candidates  learn  the  work,  too  great  a  distance  from 
Grand  Chapter,  the  commercialism  of  the  west  not  con- 
ducive to  fraternalism  in  its  true  sense,  etc.  Any  of  these 
I  could  remove  I  tried  to  do,  and  I  think  the  division  of 
the  district  as  recommended  will  also  help. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

H.  E.  Bedingfiexd, 
Grand  Supt.  Albert  District,  No.  17. 

High  River,  Alta. 
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KOOTENAY  DISTRICT,  NO.  18. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  this  district. 

Owing  to  various  causes,  the  principal  one  of  which 
is  a  temporary  depression  in  mining,  both  metalliferous 
and  coal,  Capitular  Masonry  has  not  made  the  rapid  ad- 
vance in  membership  which  might  otherwise  have  been 
expected,  but  still  the  showing  is  very  good,  being  an 
increase  of  nearly  10%  over  a  year  ago. 

About  the  first  of  April,  191 1,  a  strike  was  precipitated 
in  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass,  which  completely  closed  down 
the  coal  mines,  throwing  thousands  of  men  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  causing  a  depression  which  adversely  effected 
the  prosperity  of  all  the  Chapters  in  this  district,  but  more 
particularly  those  in  the  southern  portion.  The  smelters 
were  hampered  for  want  of  coke,  and  either  closed  down 
entirely,  or  ran  with  only  a  reduced  staff,  and  being  un- 
able to  handle  the  ores,  the  metalliferous  mines  were  com- 
pelled to  close  down  also. 

For  this  reason  I  deferred  my  official  visits  until  after 
the  strike  was  settled  and  business  beginning  to  resume  its 
normal  aspect,  so  I  did  not  set  out  until  the  beginning  of 
December. 

I  had  notified  Kootenay  Chapter,  No.  120,  that  I  would 
visit  them  on  the  30th  of  November,  but  I  received  a  tele- 
gram stating  that,  for  want  of  a  quorum  in  the  town  they 
would  be  unable  to  hold  a  meeting. 

Revelstoks  Chapter,  No.  128,  Revelstoke. — I  visit- 
ed this,  my  own  Chapter,  on  December  4th.  There  was 
no  work  put  on  on  this  occasion,  but  having  attended 
nearly  all  of  the  meetings  during  the  year,  I  am  able  to 
say  that  the  work  has  been  done  in  a  very  creditable  man- 
ner. Owing  to  the  large  number  of  members  whose  busi- 
ness calls  them  away  from  the  city,  the  average  attend- 
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ance  is  not  very  large,  but  the  members  are  very  en- 
thusiastic, and  are  imbued  with  the  ambition  to  make 
Revelstoke  a  good  "Masonic"  town.  Officers  were  elected 
on  the  occasion  of  my  official  visit,  and  there  can  be  no 
question  regarding  the  success  of  the  coming  year. 

Okanagan  Chapter,  No.  157,  Vernon. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  December  7th.  The  Chapter  is  rather 
handicapped,  on  account  of  a  large  proportion  of  its  mem- 
bers residing  in  other  towns,  at  a  distance  which  makes 
it  difficult  to  attend  meetings  except  under  favorable  wea- 
ther conditions.  As  a  snowstorm  was  raging  during  the 
afternoon,  the  out-of-town  members  were  unable  to  attend 
the  meeting,  which  was  opened  with  only  ten  members 
present.  The  members  are  very  anxious  to  spell  success, 
but  had  begun  to  feel  slightly  discouraged,  as  the  in- 
crease in  membership  was  slow.  However,  this  Chapter 
is  well  situated  in  the  centre  of  a  prosperous  and  growing 
agricultural  district,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  a 
good  future  lies  before  it.  No  work  was  put  on  when  I 
visited  them,  but  I  could  see  that  the  material  composing 
the  Chapter  is  good,  and  with  the  proper  encouragement 
and  occasional  visits  from  the  outside,  will  do  well.  I 
met  a  number  of  the  Companions,  and  was  treated  to  the 
best  that  the  city  could  supply  in  the  way  of  entertain- 
ment and  care. 

Rossland  Chapter,  No.  122,  Rossland. — I  arrived  in 
Rossland  on  the  evening  of  December  9th,  and  the  fol- 
lowing day  being  Sunday,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying 
the  sights  of  the  city  and  surroundings  in  company  with  a 
number  of  the  Companions.  On  the  evening  of  the  nth 
I  visited  Rossland  Chapter,  where  a  very  good  meeting 
was  held.  Work  was  exemplified  in  the  M.M.M.  degree, 
and  was  well  and  creditably  performed.  The  Chapter 
meets  in  a  well  equipped  hall,  and  is  in  shape  to  meet  the 
prosperity  which  is  soon  coming.  I  found  the  "bond  of 
union"  very  much  in  evidence,  and  after  the  close  of  the 
meeting  we  had  a  very  pleasant  couple  of  hours  "exchang- 
ing ideas"  over  the  refreshments.  As  you  will  see  by  the 
tabulated  report,  this  Chapter  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion, both  as  regards  the  number  of  members  and  finan- 
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dally,  but  owing. to-ihe  exodus  of  members  from  the  city, 
they  find  it  difficult  to  get  enough  together  to  hold  meet- 
ings. 

Boundary  Chapter,  No.  174,  Grand  Forks. — On 
December  12th  I  arrived  in  Grand  Forks,  but  was  in- 
formed that,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Scribe  E.,  my 
intention  to  visit  had  not  been  made  known,  and  a  meet- 
ing therefore  had  not  been  called.  However,  I  met  a 
number  of  the  Companions  and  arranged  for  an  informal 
meeting  in  the  Chapter  room  in  the  evening,  but  this  did 
not  prove  an  entire  success,  at  least  in  regard  to  numbers. 
With  the  few  who  turned  up  I  went  pretty  thoroughly 
into  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter  and  the  exemplification  of 
the  work,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  some  good  was  done  for 
the  cause.  This  was  another  case  of  a  setback  due  to  the 
coal  miners'  strike,  as  the  Granby  Smelter,  the  principal 
industry  of  the  city,  has  been  entirely  closed  down,  and 
with  it  the  mines  also.  In  this  case  also  the  majority  of 
members  live  in  places  at  some  distance  from  Grand 
Forks,  and  the  train  service  does  not  permit  of  attendance 
at  meetings  unless  with  a  loss  of  two  days  time,  which  is 
more  than  the  average  member  can  afford.  However,  this 
Chapter,  just  starting,  has  a  very  good  outlook,  and  will 
undoubtedly  pull  through  all  right.  As  a  goodly  number 
of  the  members  reside  at  Greenwood,  some  twenty-five  or 
thirty  miles  west  of  Grand  Forks,  I  proceeded  thither  on 
the  13th,  and  met  a  good  bunch  of  enthusiastic  Com- 
panions, who,  after  treating  your  representative  right 
royally,  held  an  informal  meeting  in  the  evening  which  I 
attended,  and  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  interest 
taken  in  Capitular  Masonry.  A  pleasant  hour  was  spent, 
and  some  good  words  exchanged  which  may  be  useful 
to  us  all.  I  must  here  acknowledge  my  debt  to  Comp. 
Beatty  for  his  kind  consideration  of  me  both  at  his  home, 
where  I  spent  a  pleasant  evening,  and  in  showing  me 
through  the  Smelter  and  other  points  of  interest.  "May 
his  shadow  never  grow  less."  I  found  all  the  Companions 
here  most  agreeable,  and  was  well  treated  by  all. 

Rocky  Mountain  Chapter,  No.  125,  Cranbrook. — I 
arrived  in  Cranbrook  on  December  15th,  and  found  both 
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the  city  and  Chapter  in  a  most  prosperous  condition. 
Owing  to  the  unimposing  appearance  of  your  representa- 
tive, I  had  the  pleasure,  as  in  several  of  the  other  Chapter 
towns  I  visited,  of  watching  several  of  the  Companions 
at  the  station  looking  for  a  Grand  Superintendent  who 
apparently  failed  to  arrive,  but  I  was  soon  among  friends 
and  Companions,  who  provided  for  my  wants  and  made 
me  feel  very  much  at  home.  In  the  evening  I  visited  the 
Chapter  and  found  everything  in  first-class  condition. 
The  "Masonic  influence"  in  Cranbrook  is  certainly  very 
strong,  and  the  fraternity  is  taking  and  holding  its  proper 
position,  well  to  the  front.  The  Chapter  is  in  good  shape, 
the  work  is  well  done,  and  the  arrangements  of  the  Chap- 
ter and  the  business-like  way  in  which  everything  is  car- 
ried on,  gives  it  a  distinctly  Masonic  feeling,  and  one 
needs  to  visit  a  Chapter  like  the  one  in  Cranbrook  to  get 
the  true  inspiration  for  work  at  home.  After  the  meet- 
ing closed,  a  pleasant  couple  of  hours  were  spent  in  the 
hall  below,  where  good  fellowship  reigned,  after  which  I 
was  escorted  to  the  hotel  where  provision  had  been  made 
for  my  comfort. 

The  following  day  being  Saturday,  I  deferred  my  fur- 
ther visits  until  the  19th,  and  in  the  interval  continued  on 
to  Frank,  Alberta,  which  was  the  scene  of  a  disastrous 
mountain  slide  just  a  few  years  ago,  when  almost  the 
whole  town  was  destroyed  and  many  lives  lost.  I  then 
went  on  to  Lille,  a  little  mining  town  perched  up  about 
5,200  feet  above  sea  level,  where  I  have  friends,  and 
where  I  remained  till  the  following  Wednesday. 

Crow's  Nest  Chapter,  No.  137,  Fernie.— I  arrived 
in  Fernie  on  December  19th,  and  was  met  at  the  station 
by  several  Companions.  It  being  early  I  spent  the  after- 
noon wandering  around  the  town,  and  marvelling  at  the 
rapid  rebuilding  of  a  city  which  only  a  couple  of  years 
ago  was  entirely  wiped  out  by  fire.  Fernie  is  the  largest 
place  in  the  Crow's  Nest  Valley,  and  here  are  the  largest 
of  the  mines  and  coke  ovens.  This  place  was  affected 
more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  place  by  the  strike  of  the 
coal  miners,  and  at  the  time  of  my  visit  the  men  were 
just  getting  back  to  work  again,  and  business  beginning  to 
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move  once  more.  I  visited  the  Chapter  in  the  evening  and 
found  everything  in  good  condition,  especially  considering 
the  several  severe  set-backs  this  Chapter  has  had  through 
fire  and  depression.  The  Fernie  Companions  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  their  present  prosperous  condition,  and 
if  they  keep  up  their  courage  and  continue  as  they  are  do- 
ing, they  will  soon  have  a  Chapter  which  they  may  be 
proud  of.  I  was  well  received  by  the  Companions  here, 
as  elsewhere,  and  my  material  requirements  were  not  for- 
gotten. 

Neeson  Chapter,  No.  123,  Nelson. — I  visited  Nel- 
son Chapter  on  the  evening  of  December  20th,  but  owing 
to  a  delayed  train,  did  not  arrive  at  the  Chapter  until 
about  eleven  o'clock.  As  it  was  the  regular  meeting  of 
the  Chapter,  the  election  of  officers  and  exaltation  of  two 
candidates  had  taken  place  before  my  arrival.  After 
being  received  with  the  usual  honors,  two  more  candidates 
were  exalted,  and  the  work  was  exceptionally  well  done. 
Nelson  Chapter  has  a  good  membership,  and  if  many  of 
the  meetings  are  as  well  attended  as  this  one  was,  they 
should  have  very  little  cause  to  complain,  for  although  I 
did  not  count,  there  must  have  been  nearly  forty  present. 
The  Chapter  room,  though  not  very  large,  was  well  fur- 
nished, and  the  membership  is  rapidly  increasing,  so  that 
the  members  may  well  look  forward  to  having  the  banner 
Chapter  of  the  Kootenay  District.  I  found  the  Com- 
panions most  fraternal,  and  enjoyed  the  refreshment  hour 
immensely,  hearing  things  from  which  both  profit  and 
pleasure  will  undoubtedly  ensue.  I  called  on  a  number 
of  the  Companions  the  day  following,  and  all  seemed 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  intention  to  build  up  a  credit- 
able Chapter,  and  make  of  Nelson  the  best  Masonic  town 
of  British  Columbia. 

Kootenay  Chapter,  No.  120,  Kaslo. — Finding  that 
I  could  visit  Kaslo  with  the  expenditure  of  but  one  day's 
time,  I  left  Nelson  by  boat  on  the  morning  of  December 
22nd,  and  arrived  at  Kaslo  before  noon.  There  I  met 
several  of  the  Companions,  including  the  First  Principal, 
and  talked  over  the  situation.     Kaslo  has  been  anything 
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but  prosperous  for  a  few  years  past,  owing  to  a  depression 
in  the  mining  industry  of  that  district,  on  which  it  prin- 
cipally depends.  Forest  fires  which  occurred  during  the 
summer  of  19 10  burnt  out  the  bridges  and  structures  of 
the  Kaslo  and  Slocan  Railway,  which  have  never  been  re- 
placed, and  so  the  city  has  been  cut  off  from  even  the 
small  amount  of  mining  which  has  been  prosecuted  dur- 
ing the  last  year  or  two,  which  added  to  its  misfortunes. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  also  owing  to  the  fact 
that  most  of  the  former  resident  members  of  the  Chap- 
ter were  compelled  to  go  elsewhere  to  make  a  livelihood, 
the  Chapter  has  been  able  to  meet  but  seldom,  for  want 
of  a  quorum.  The  prospects  for  the  future  appear  better 
than  the  past,  as  mining  is  again  coming  into  its  own,  and 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  is  expected  to  rebuild  the 
ruined  railway  of  the  K.  &  S.  Company,  and  thus  put  the 
city,  and  with  it  the  Chapter,  on  a  prosperous  footing. 
This  Chapter  is  the  mother  Chapter  of  this  Kootenay 
district,  and  to  its  members  is  due  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  other  Chapters  made  a  start.  I  think  that  another 
year  or  two  will  see  a  great  change  in  this  Chapter,  and 
when  it's  good  time  comes  it  will  be  able  to  make  up  for 
these  few  years  of  "famine."  I  was  pleased  to  meet  the 
Companions  of  Kootenay  Chapter,  and  I  am  sure  that, 
although  they  were  unable  to  hold  a  meeting  of  the  Chap- 
ter, our  personal  contact  will  do  no  harm. 

On  the  whole,  I  found  Capitular  Masonry  throughout 
Kootenay  district  in  a  very  healthy  condition,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  its  real  growth  is  just  about  to  commence. 

The  greatest  need  of  the  less  prosperous  Chapters,  is 
a  faithful  and  continuous  supervision,  and  more  frequent 
visits  from  the  Companions  of  other  Chapters  and  officers 
or  representatives  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  In  other  words, 
they  want  waking  up,  for  they  have  at  hand,  in  nearly 
every  case,  the  material  with  which  to  build  a  goodly 
structure. 

During  my  round  of  visits  I  everywhere  received  a 
most  cordial  welcome,  and  my  only  regret  is,  that  I  was 
unable  to  start  earlier  in  the  year  and  make  several  visits 
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to  each  Chapter,  for  I  feel  that,  although  I  have  derived 
much  knowledge  and  benefit  from  them,  my  visits  were 
not  of  the  value  to  the  Chapters  that  they  might  have 
been  had  I  returned  to  them  with  the  experience  gained 
from  the  visits  to  the  other  Chapters. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Robt.  Gordon, 
Grand  Supt.  Kootenay  District,  No.  18. 
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SASKATCHEWAN  DISTRICT,  NO.  19. 

To  the  M.B.  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Companions, — I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  for 
your  approval  a  report  of  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Saskatchewan  District,  No.  19,  for  the  year 
1911. 

Every  Chapter  in  the  district  has  made  substantial 
progress,  with  one  exception.  The  Chapters  are  all  very 
careful  in  the  choice  of  material,  and  only  those  of  good 
character  and  habits  are  gaining  admittance.  During  the 
year  1911,  175  brothers  were  initiated,  and  10  Companions 
affiliated,  making  a  present  membership  of  800. 

During  my  term  I  visited  each  Chapter  in  the  Province 
once,  and  instituted  new  Chapters  at  Estevan  and  Battle- 
ford. 

Estevan  Chapter,  U.D.,  Estevan. — I  had  the 
pleasure  of  instituting  this  Chapter  on  the  evening  of 
Sept.  4th,  assisted  by  E.  Companions  Sharpe  and  Mills. 
This  Chapter  started  with  a  charter  membership  of  10, 
and  closed  the  year  with  a  membership  of  46.  I  expect 
to  see  this  one  of  the  best  Chapters  in  the  Province  in  the 
near  future.  The  officers  are  all  well  up  in  the  work  and 
have  a  large,  comfortable,  well  furnished  Chapter  room 
to  meet  in,  and  are  starting  out  with  the  determination  to 
make  the  Chapter  a  credit  to  the  Royal  Craft.  I  would 
recommend  that  Estevan  Chapter  be  granted  a  charter. 

Wascana  Chapter,  No.  121,  Regina. — I  made  my 
official  visit  to  this,  my  mother  Chapter,  at  the  regular 
Convocation  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  9th,  accompanied  by 
the  Principals  and  a  number  of  the  Companions  of  Moose 
Jaw  Chapter,  and  received  a  very  hearty  reception.  The 
R.A.  degree  was  conferred  by  the  Principals  and  officers 
in  a  very  creditable  manner.  The  books  of  the  Scribe  E., 
R.E.  Companion  Shaw,  are  in  splendid  shape.  This  is 
the  oldest  and  also  the  largest  Chapter  in  the  district  and 
is  enjoying  a  steady,  healthy  growth.     After  the  Chapter 


ANNUAL    CONVOCATION,   TORONTO,    1912        125 

was  closed,  we  were  entertained  to  a  splendid  supper, 
where  the  time  passed  pleasantly  with  speech  and  song, 
until  our  train  arrived,  when  we  departed  for  Moose  Jaw. 
Happy  to  meet,  sorry  to  part,  and  happy  to  meet  again. 

Prince  Albert  Chapter,  No.  160,  Prince  Albert. — 
I  visited  this  Chapter  at  their  regular  Convocation  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  17th,  accompanied  by  R.E.  Companion 
Geo.  Will,  Past  Grand  Superintendent.  The  R.A.  degree 
was  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  Steacy  and  his  officers,  it  has 
not  been  my  privilege  to  see  this  degree  conferred  any 
better  than  it  was  done  on  this  occasion.  The  Chapter  is 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  way  the  Principals  and  officers 
are  doing  their  work.  This  Chapter  has  the  largest  Chap- 
ter room  in  the  Province.  They  are  refurnishing  it  in 
elaborate  style,  and  when  done,  will  have  the  finest  quar- 
ters west  of  the  great  lakes.  After  the  Chapter  closed,  we 
repaired  to  the  banquet  room,  where  we  were  royally 
entertained  until  the  "wee  stria'  hours." 

Battleeord  Chapter,  U.D.,  Battleeord. — I  had  the 
pleasure  of  instituting  this  the  youngest  Chapter  in  the 
district  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  19th,  assisted  by  R.E.  Com- 
panion Russell  Hartney  and  E.  Companion  Hoskins. 
The  Chapter  started  with  a  membership  of  12,  and  closed 
the  year  with  a  membership  of  36.  They  have  a  very 
comfortable  Chapter  room  to  meet  in,  and  the  officers  are 
all  very  enthusiastic  and  determined  to  make  the  Chapter 
a  success.  With  the  large  territory  which  it  has  to  draw 
from  I  am  satisfied  that  Battleford  Chapter  will  make 
its  name  good.  I  would  recommend  that  a  charter  be 
granted. 

Saskatoon  Chapter,  No.  165,  Saskatoon. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  at  their  regular  Convocation  on  the  evening 
of  Oct.  20th,  and  was  accorded  a  hearty  welcome.  Every 
officer  of  the  Chapter  was  present.  I  witnessed  the  con- 
ferring of  the  M.E.M.  degree  and  the  work  was  exceed- 
ingly well  done.  This  Chapter  has  had  the  largest  in- 
crease in  membership  of  any  Chapter  in  the  district  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  books  are  exceptionally  well  kept  by 
the  Scribe  E.,  Companion  Neilson.     After  the  Chapter 
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closed,  we  sat  down  to  a  banquet,  where  the  well-known 
reputation  of  Saskatoon  for  hospitality  was  ably  sustain- 
ed by  the  Companions. 

Weyburn  Chapter,  No.  173,  Weyburn. — On  the 
evening  of  Nov.  8th,  I  made  my  official  visit  to  this  Chap- 
ter at  their  regular  Convocation.  This  is  one  of  the 
brightest  Chapters  in  the  district.  The  M.M.M.  and 
M.E.M.  degrees  were  conferred  in  a  very  accurate  man- 
ner by  the  officers,  who  are  well  up  in  their  work.  The 
books  are  well  kept  by  the  Scribe  E.  I  did  not  approve  of 
their  system  of  filing  the  minutes  by  the  loose  leaf  system, 
and  recommended  that  a  proper  minute  book  be  kept, 
which  the  E.Z.  ordered  to  be  done.  This  Chapter  expects 
to  move  into  their  new  Chapter  room  the  first  of  the  year, 
as  they  have  outgrown  their  present  quarters.  The  pros- 
pects for  this  Chapter  are  very  bright.  After  the  business 
of  the  evening  was  concluded  we  sat  down  to  an  oyster 
supper  where  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent. 

Moose  Mountain  Chapter,  No.  166,  Arcola. — I 
attended  a  regular  Convocation  of  this  Chapter  on  Nov. 
9th,  and  found  it  was  the  first  meeting  they  have  held 
since  the  previous  May.  The  Companions  have  a  well 
furnished,  comfortable  Chapter  room,  and  are  in  good 
shape  financially,  but  as  a  number  of  their  active  members 
have  moved  away  they  find  it  difficult  to  get  a  quorum.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  the  First  Principal  has  not  been 
as  energetic  as  the  situation  required,  in  trying  to  get 
the  members  to  attend. 

The  First  Principal  gave  me  to  understand  that  after 
the  regular  business  of  the  evening  was  concluded  he 
intended  to  confer  the  M.M.M.  and  M.E.M.  degrees  on 
a  candidate  in  waiting,  but  after  closing  in  the  R.A.  he 
disappeared  without  expressing  any  excuse  or  explanation 
whatever.  E.  Comp.  Anderson,  P.Z.  of  the  Chapter, 
opened  in  the  M.M.M.  and  M.E.M.  and  conferred  the 
degrees.  The  officers  all  did  their  work  exceptionally 
well,  considering  they  had  not  practised  for  some  time. 

As  E.  Comp.  Yeoward  has  not  conferred  a  degree 
during  his  term  of  office,  and  in  view  of  his  leaving  the 
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Chapter  without  conferring  the  degrees  on  the  evening  of 
my  official  visit  without  giving  any  reason  or  letting  me 
know  that  he  purposed  leaving,  I  would  recommend  that 
he  'be  not  given  the  rank  or  standing  of  a  Past  First  Prin- 
cipal in  this  Grand  Chapter. 

It  will  take  energetic  work  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
for  the  coming  year  to  get  this  Chapter  back  to  its  former 
activity. 

Moose  Jaw  Chapter,  No.  162,  Moose  Jaw. — This  is 
my  home  Chapter  and  I  have  attended  all  the  meetings 
during  the  year.  I  made  my  official  visit  on  the  evening 
of  Nov.  1 6th  and  received  a  very  cordial  reception.  Six 
candidates  were  exalted  to  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  by  the 
officers  in  a  very  able  manner.  This  Chapter  has  had  by 
far  the  best  average  attendance  of  any  Chapter  in  the 
Province  during  the  year.  The  books  are  in  good  shape, 
and  with  about  $1,000  cash  on  hand  and  splendid  pros- 
pects, Moose  Jaw  Chapter  gives  promise  of  becoming  the 
banner  Chapter  of  the  district  in  the  very  near  future. 
After  the  business  of  the  evening  was  concluded  we  sat 
down  to  a  splendid  banquet  where  a  pleasant  time  was 
spent  and  some  interesting  addresses  were  delivered.  At 
the  regular  Convocation  of  this  Chapter,  in  January,  the 
ballot  will  be  passed  on  sixty-seven  petitions  for  exalta- 
tion, which  is  somewhat  of  a  record  for  an  established 
Chapter. 

Golden  Compass  Chapter,  No.  170,  Sintaeuta. — 
One  of  the  most  pleasant  visits  during  my  term  of  office  as 
Grand  Superintendent  was  made  to  this  Chapter  at  their 
regular  Convocation  on  Dec.  19th.  The  R.A.  degree  was 
conferred  by  the  officers  in  a  manner  to  warm1  the  heart 
of  any  officer  of  Grand  Chapter.  E.  Comp.  Railton  fills 
the  duties  of  First  Principal  in  a  most  able  manner,  the 
books  are  in  good  shape  and  the  Chapter  is  progressing  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner.  The  officers  for  1912  were 
elected  at  this  Convocation,  and  all  appeared  to  be  the 
popular  choice  of  the  members  present.  After  the  Chap- 
ter closed,  we  sat  down  to  a  splendid  supper,  after  which 
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many  present  contributed  to  the  entertainment  of  the 
evening  in  speech  or  song,  which  was  very  much  enjoyed 
by  all. 

The  Province  of  Saskatchewan  is  a  pretty  large  terri- 
tory to  cover,  and  I  think  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
it  could  be  divided  into  two  districts  with  advantage  to 
Grand  Chapter  and  the  Chapters  generally.  To  make  my 
official  visits  I  had  to  travel  2,200  miles,  and  to  cover  the 
territory  which  I  have  recommended  should  form  the 
new  district,  just  took  me  a  week  away  from  home.  While 
there  are  only  three  Chapters  in  the  proposed  new  district 
at  the  present  time,  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  it 
will  have  at  least  five  in  the  very  near  future. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  E.  Companions  of 
this  district  for  the  honor  they  conferred  upon  me  by 
electing  me  to  the  high  and  responsible  office  of  Grand 
Superintendent  for  district  No.  19  and  for  the  courtesy 
and  assistance  so  readily  accorded  me  at  all  times  during 
my  term  of  office. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

Jamks  McCaulEy, 
Grand  Supt.  Saskatchewan  District,  No.  19. 


J 
1 

Wascana 

tPrince  Albert.  .  . 

*Moose  Jaw 

{Saskatoon  

*  Moose  Mountain 
Golden  Compass. 

Weyburn  .    

Estevan 

Battleford 

CHAPTER. 

»- 

DUcooodtooi-' 

Number. 

3 

J 

3 
) 

W 
P 

£ 

o 

Regina 

Prince  Albert. 
Moose  Jaw  . .  . 
Saskatoon  .  .  . 

Areola 

Sintaluta  .... 
Weyburn  .... 

Flsfpvnn 

LOCATION. 

! 

COrfi.i-'t-'OiOOOCO.       ►- 

Regular  Meetings. 

L 

Emergent. 

: 

COCnO£»OCOOtOCn 

Total. 

t-'tOt-r-'i-'l-'COH-'l-' 
©O^J^OOiCntOC" 

Average  Attendance  Members. 

<ltOCOt-'>-'tOCOH-'CO 

Average  Attendance  Visitors. 

* 

cncoco#--cocncoosco 

bbbbb     ooo     o^ 

ooooooooo 

Annual  Dues,  per  Member. 

0 

3 

m9m9     *>       Cn       Cn       O       CD       *J       00 
tO^O&     tO       O       CO       Oi       CO       >-»       tO 

No.  Members  last  Return. 

! 

tO         CO         tO         H*                       COH-t-'H-' 

OiO>*.COtOtf>.COCOCO 

Petitions  Accepted. 

rT 

tO       CO       to        H-*                   CO       (->        H-1       >— 
rfk.£».COtOtOCOCOtOCT> 

Candidates  Initiated. 

d 

to 

<t      t- 

Affiliations. 

1 

Restorations. 

•           •           its- 

co     to 

*. 

Withdrawals. 

Suspensions. 

'.      h- 

h*    »-    l-»    .. 

Deaths. 

3 

COt^OCnCnrfki-'OOCO 

O305030ocnbootooo 

Present  Membership. 

« 

tO       CO       tO       t-»                   CO        h-i       h-       h- 
rfitfi.COtOtOCCcOtOC: 

M.M.M.  Conf. 

» 

tOCOtOH-*                   CO       1—        h-        H- 
0*>-OitOtOOcDCOCn 

M.E.M.  Conf. 

3 

to     co     to     i-1             to     i_     _>     t-i 

O^CnentOco^ICo<l 

R.A.  Conf. 

a 

tj     •—     co     co     to     co 

to       CO       Cn       OO       O       CO       CO 

No.  Memb'rs  12  Mths.  in  Arrears 

3 

= 

9 

-i 
< 

s 

Treasu 
balan 

125.00 

Liabilities. 

1241 
1851 
865 
914 
719 
880 
850 

3000.00 
rer  sick, 

Assets. 

T1 

OOOOOOO 
OOOOOOO 

P 

CO 

S3 

n 

to      to      tO       iCk                i->      CO 
tn       00       CO       -*J       ~J       00       tfk. 
O      O      O      -~J      Cn       rfk      —■ 

2500.00 
books 

Cash  or  Securities. 

0 

OOOOOOO 
OOOOOOO 

3 

950.00 
not 

300.00 
667.00 
570.00 
360.00 
350.00 
600  00 
600*.  00 

Property. 

p 

P 
< 

>—              to     oi      to      to      t(>. 

h^h^^^ItO^IOCOO 
2^OMC00OKi.       O^ 

b     b     b     b     b     b     b 

OOOOOOO 

Dues  Outstanding. 

600.00 
450.00 
200.00 
600.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
400.00 
500.00 

Amount  Insurance. 

Amount  Expended  in  Benev'ce 

to 

o   o   o   oo<i^o   o   ^   o 

o      o       o       o  O  05  f«o       O       P      o 
o      o      o      00/22.0      o      tj'o 
a,    a.    a    0-cl^^o-    a.           o. 

Prospects. 

»4 

co 

$     £     $ 

co       co       a 

CO          CO 

0)         fl> 
CO          CO 

Can  Ex.  Z.  work  all  Degrees  ? 

130  GRAND   CHAPTER   OF   CANADA 

NEW  ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  NO  20. 

To  the  MM.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  of  the 
conditions  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  New  Ontario  District, 
No.  20,  for  the  past  year.  First,  I  desire  to  sincerely 
thank  the  Companions  for  the  honor  conferred,  and  for 
the  most  cordial  reception  tendered  me  during  my  visits 
as  the  representative  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 

Pembroke  Chapter,  No.  58,  Mattawa. — I  paid  my 
first  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  June  24th,  where  the 
officers  assisted  by  the  First  Principal  of  Temiskaming 
Chapter,  conferred  the  Mark  Master,  Most  Excellent  and 
Royal  Arch  degrees.  Since  then  they  have  had  regular 
convocations,  and  I  am  happy  to  report  that  this  Chapter, 
on  several  occasions  reported  dead,  is  again  in  an  active 
condition.  The  trouble  seems  to  be  scattered  membership, 
and  not  lack  of  interest,  as  the  First  Principal  came  150 
miles  and  the  P.  S.  walked  26  miles  to  be  present,  show- 
ing fidelity  to  their  respective  offices. 

AivGonquin  Chapter,  No.  102,  Sauet  Ste.  Marie. — 
I  visited  this  Chapter  on  November  24th.  The  business 
of  the  evening  was  the  election  of  officers,  and  from  the 
personnel  of.  the  elected,  a  very  bright  year  is  anticipated. 
This  Chapter,  the  largest  in  the  largest  town  of  the  dis- 
trict, can  expect  nothing  but  increased  prosperity. 

Tuscan  Chapter,  No.  95,  Sudbury. — In  obedience 
to  your  request,  I  was  present  at  the  regular  meeting  on 
December  12th,  of  Tuscan  Chapter,  No.  95,  to  hear  the 
debate  on  the  proposed  surrendering  of  their  charter  to 
Grand  Chapter,  and  by  my  presence  and  humble  efforts 
did  all  I  could  to  promote  harmony  and  create  interest  in 
this  Chapter,  and  am  happy  to  report  that  all  is  well  again 
with  Tuscan  Chapter.  I  visited  it  officially  on  January 
9th,  witnessed  the  Installation  of  Officers,  and  from  the 
personal  testimony  of  each  individual  officer  and  the  grand 
array  of  the  past  First  Principals,  a  bright  future  is  antici- 
pated. 
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Temiskaming  Chapter,  No.  169,  New  Liskeard. — 
On  January  10th,  I  visited  this  Chapter.  The  work  pre- 
sented was  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  which  was  done  in  a 
faultless  manner.  This  Chapter,  though  the  youngest  in 
the  district,  exhibits  an  unprecedented  interest  in  the 
work.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  E.  Comp.  F. 
Haynes  for  his  efforts,  and  a  good  guiding  hand  is  the 
keynote  of  "harmony,"  "interest"  and  "success." 

St.  John's,  No.  103,  North  Bay. — This  being  my 
mother  Chapter,  I  attended  many  of  the  convocations 
during  the  year  and  witnessed  the  exemplification  of  the 
different  degrees  by  the  First  Principal,  E.  Comp.  J.  W. 
McCallum,  and  his  efficient  staff  of  officers.  St.  John's 
has  long  maintained  a  good  reputation  for  degree  work, 
and  this  year  has  been  no  exception  to  the  rule.  At  the 
request  of  the  First  Principal,  I  visited  officially  on 
November  10th  and  witnessed  the  exemplification  of  the 
Mark  Master's  degree,  which  was  exceedingly  well  done. 
The  continued  services  of  R.E.  Comp.  J.  T.  Lovell  in 
this  Chapter  are  deserving  of  a  special  mention. 

In  closing  my  reports  on  the  different  Chapters,  I 
would  observe  that  there  are  good  prospects  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  Capitular  Masonry  in  New  Ontario  Dis- 
trict, No.  20,  and  believe  it  will  compare  well  and  favor- 
ably with  Eastern  districts  of  longer  standing. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  L.  Dudley, 
Grand  Supt.  Nezv  Ontario  District,  No.  20. 
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KLONDIKE  CHAPTER,  NO.  154,  UNATTACHED. 

To  the  M.B.  the  Grand  Z.}  Principals  and  Officers  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions, — I  have  the 
honor  to  present  the  following  report  on  the  condition 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Yukon  territory,  the  dis- 
trict over  which  Klondike  Chapter  has  jurisdiction. 

My  official  visit  was  made  to  Klondike  Chapter  at  the 
September  Convocation,  when  I  was  received  with  the 
honors  due  the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent. 

This  Chapter,  notwithstanding  a  few  suspensions  for 
non-payment  of  dues  by  Companions  now  outside  of  the 
Yukon  territory,  reports  118  members  on  its  roll  at  the 
end  of  its  present  fiscal  year,  its  greatest  membership 
since  its  warrant  was  granted. 

The  officers  are  a  capable  and  zealous  lot  of  men  and 
are  well  up  in  Chapter  management  and  the  work.  Hav- 
ing attended  nearly  all  the  Convocations  and  having  seen 
the  work  of  the  several  degrees  performed,  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  attesting  to  the  proficiency  of  each  and  every 
officer. 

The  finances  of  the  Chapter  are  in  a  satisfactory  con- 
dition, and  the  books  of  both  Treasurer  and  Scribe  E.  are 
examples  of  neatness. 

The  outlook  for  Royal  Arch  Masonry  enables  me  to 
anticipate  a  further  steady  growth. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Jas.  Craig, 
Acting  Grand  Supt.,  Yukon. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Letters  conveying  greetings  or  expressing  regret  at 
inability  to  be  present  were  received  from  the  following 
and  read:  R.  E.  Comps.  Oliver  Ellwood,  London;  J.  T. 
Hollinshead,  Port  Arthur,  and  Dr.  Allan  Cameron,  Owen 
Sound;  Representatives  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of 
Minnesota,  Wyoming  and  Georgia,  respectively ;  Sir  John 
M.  Gibson,  P.  G.  Supt.,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ontario ; 
Dr.  W.  T.  Council,  Grand  Supt.  St.  Lawrence  District 
No.  12,  and  others. 

RESIGNATION  OF  GRAND  TREASURER. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Grand  Treasurer,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Wm.  Gibson,  P.G.Z.,  was  also  read: 

Beamsville,  February  26th,  1912. 
MM.  Comp.  F,  W.  Harcourt,  Grand  Z.  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  Toronto,  Ont. 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companion, — I  desire  to  retire 
from  the  office  of  Grand  Treasurer,  as  I  find  that  I  cannot  give 
it  the  attention  it  requires,  although  I  do  so  most  reluctantly. 
This  will  not  sever  the  many  friendships  I  have  made  since  I 
became  a  member  of  Grand  Chapter.  I  shall  always  take  as 
great  an  interest  in  its  progress  as  ever;  but  I  trust  you  will 
understand  that  I  must  do  so  because  I  have  so  many  other 
duties  to  perform  which  must  be  done. 

Grand  Chapter,  I  trust,  will  not  begrudge  me  my  resignation 
from  active  work.  I  feel  certain  it  will  say  I  have  done  my  duty ; 
at  least  I  have  tried  to  do  so. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Wm.  Gibson,  P.G.Z., 

Grand  Treasurer. 

REQUEST   FOR   RECOGNITION. 

There  was  likewise  read  a  communication  dated  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  Jan.  2,  1912,  and  signed  by  Chas.  F. 
Jennings,  as  Grand  High  Priest,  and  W.  J.  Shealy,  as 
Grand  Secretary,  to  the  effect  that  the  General  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  having  made  official  announcement  of  the 
regular  formation  and  establishment  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Utah,  the  latter  requested  the 
official  recognition  of  all  lawful  Grand  Chapters  through- 
out the  world,  and  solicited  an  exchange  of  fraternal 
representatives. 
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On  motion  of  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  the  communication  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  to  report  on  at  this 
Convocation. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  the  annual 
report  of  that  Committee,  which,  on  motion  of  M.  E. 
Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R. 
Murch,  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  as  an 
appendix  to  the  Proceedings. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z..  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Companions, — It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the 
Capitular  year,  ended  31st  December,  T911,  has  been  one 
of  growth  and  concord.  The  great  majority  of  the 
Chapters  were  punctual  with  their  returns  and  fairly 
accurate.  The  procrastinating  Scribes  are,  however,  still 
in  evidence,  and  occasion  much  annoyance  by  their  easy- 
going methods.  This  is  particularly  marked  in  the  for- 
warding of  the  statistical  return  to  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendent, and  which  in  turn  imperils  the  latter  officer's 
good  reputation  for  punctuality.  It  not  only  falls  upon 
this  office  to  keep  constantly  reminding  lazy  Chapter 
secretaries  of  their  duty,  but  to  send  out  frequent  appeals 
to  the  Superintendents  for  the  record  of  their  year's 
inspections.  The  latter  invariably  blame  the  Scribes  E. 
of  the  Chapters  for  the  apparent  tardiness,  and  some- 
times the  frequent  appeals  arouse  feelings  of  resentment, 
as  in  the  case  of  one  officer,  who  wrote  that,  in  addition 
to  trying  to  do  his  duty  as  Grand  Superintendent,  he  had 
also  to  be  mindful  of  domestic  needs. 

The  dilatoriness  of  the  Chapter  secretary  is  the  occa- 
sion of  periodical  complaint.  The  suggestion  of  drastic 
measures  to  cure  the  evil  has  been  offered  before  now, 
but  the  germ  is  not  so  easily  dislodged,  and  perhaps  it  is 
better  "  to  bear  those  ills  we  have  than  fly  to  others  that 
we  know  not  of." 
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We  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  year's 
showing.  The  total  membership  at  the  closing  of  the 
books  was  15,748,  as  against  14,721  last  year,  being  a 
gain  of  1.027. 

active:  and  otherwise. 

Of  the  149  warranted  Chapters,  128  report  work  in 
a  more  or  less  degree.  Five  of  the  eight  Chapters  under 
dispensation  also  report  additions,  and  the  other  three 
have  enough  material  in  hand  to  keep  them  busy  for 
some  time. 

The  warranted  Chapters  which  do  not  report  any 
additions  are:  Prince  Edward,  No.  31,  Picton ;  King 
Hiram,  No.  57,  Port  Colborne;  Havelock,  No.  63,  Kin- 
cardine; Enterprise,  No.  67,  Harriston ;  Maitland,  No.  68, 
North  Augusta ;  MacNabb,  No.  88,  Dresden ;  Maple,  No. 
116,  Carleton  Place;  Kootenay,  No.  120,  Kaslo,  B.C.; 
Cyrus,  No.  142,  Cumberland,  B.C. ;  Lucknow,  No.  147, 
Lucknow. 

The  Companions  at  Dresden  and  Carleton  Place,  it 
should  be  mentioned,  lost  their  hall  and  Chapter  property 
a  year  ago  by  fire  and  are  only  beginning  to  recover  from 
the  effects. 

DELINQUENT   CHAPTERS. 

Three  Chapters  have  not  yet  complied  with  the  regu- 
lations as  to  forwarding  their  annual  returns  and  fees, 
viz.,  Minnewawa,  No.  78,  Parkhill ;  Keystone,  No.  141, 
Brandon,  and  Laurentian,  No.  151,  Pembroke.  The 
latter  has  become  a  chronic  delinquent,  and  should  be 
either  wiped  off  the  slate  or  be  made  an  immediate  sub- 
ject for  a  specialist  in  cases  of  coma.  The  Chapter  is 
located  in  a  good  Masonic  centre,  has  a  membership  roll 
of  38,  and  no  reason  can  be  assigned  for  its  continued 
lethargy  but  official  neglect. 

THOSE   OF   GOOD  RECORD. 

The  Chapter  at  Westminster,  B.C.,  has  the  honor  of 
taking  the  lead  in  the  record  of  admissions,  with  Occident 
Chapter  of  Toronto  a  close  second  and  other  western 
Chapters  showing  well  to  the  front. 
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Westminster,  No.  124,  New  Westminster,  40;  Occi- 
dent, No.  yy,  Toronto,  36;  Estevan,  U.D.,  Estevan,  35; 
Saskatoon.  No.  165,  Saskatoon,  33;  Avon-dale,  No.  156, 
Hartney,  31;  Prince  Rupert,  No.  52,  Winnipeg,  29;  The 
St.  Patrick,  No.  145,  Toronto,  27;  St.  John's,  No.  6, 
Hamilton,  25  ;  N.  Battleford,  U.D„  Battleford,  25 ;  Mount 
Horeb,  No.  172,  Wetaskiwin,  The  Hiram,  No.  2,  Hamil- 
ton, and  Weyburn,  No.  173,  Weyburn,  24  each;  Kaien, 
U.D.,  Prince  Rupert,  23 ;  Alberta,  No.  106,  Calgary,  and 
Temiskaming,  No.  169,  New  Liskeard,  21  each;  King 
Solomon's,  No.  8,  Toronto,  and  Nelson,  No.  123,  Nelson, 
20  each;  Moose  Jaw,  No.  162,  Moose  Jaw,  19;  Manitou, 
No.  27,  Collingwood,  and  Ark,  No.  80,  Windsor,  18  each ; 
Shuniah,  No.  82,  Port  Arthur,  and  Vancouver,  No.  98, 
Vancouver,  17  each;  Atwood,  No.  149,  Rainy  River,  Lon- 
don, No.  150,  London,  and  Klondike,  No.  154,  Dawson, 
16  each;  Wascana,  No.  121,  Regina,  and  Palestine,  No. 
54,  St.  Thomas,  15  each. 

NEW  CHAPTERS. 

To  the  Chapters  working  under  dispensation,  which 
were  granted  charters  at  last  Annual  Convocation,  war- 
rants were  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter. 
Two.  those  at  Prince  Rupert,  B.C.,  and  Calgary,  Alta., 
were  continued  under  dispensation,  and  have  since  justi- 
fied their  existence. 

Six  applications  for  new  Chapters,  as  under,  were 
granted  dispensations  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  and  in 
each  case  have  exhibited  activity  in  the  period  since 
organization. 

Estevan  Chapter,  U.D.,  Estevan,  Sask. — Nine  peti- 
tioners: Leonard  Wright,  A.  C.  Paterson,  W.  A.  Neal, 
James  A.  Smith,  No.  162;  J.  S.  Miller,  H.  N.  Scott,  No. 
121  ;  T.  G.  Fenwick,  No.  141 ;  G.  E.  Macready,  No.  70, 
G.R.C. ;  W.  J.  Wagner,  No.  42,  G.R.Ia. 

Battleford  Chapter,  U.D.,  Battleford,  Sask.— Ten 
petitioners :  F.  W.  D.  Thompson,  W.  C.  Soole,  I.  J.  Jones, 
G.  PL  Bond,  W.  S.  Walker,  N.  T.  Brown,  Thos.  Davies, 
W.  E.  Ramsay,  J.  M.  Dudley,  No.  165;  H.  Cameron, 
No.  137,  G.R.C. 
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Camosun  Chapter,  U.D.,  Victoria,  B.C. — Eighteen 
petitioners:  Stephen  C.  Court,  P.  B.  Scurrah,  E.  M. 
Havnes,  W.  H.  Price,  R.  W.  Shaw,  A.  W.  Ward,  Geo. 
Pattison,  W.  C.  Thompson,  No.  120,  G.R.S. ;  J.  J.  Jack- 
son, No.  82;  E.  E.  C.  Johnson,  No.  98;  F.  Morrison, 
No.  102;  R.  C.  Wilson,  No.  142;  Jno.  Dilworth,  No.  157; 
H.  E.  Maddock,  No.  135;  A.  W.  Kenning,  No.  122; 
A.  C.  Messer,  No.  158;  F.  P.  Smith,  No.  124,  G.R.C. ; 
Edgar  Choate,  No.  220,  G.R.I11. 

Mount  Sinai  Chapter,  U.D.,  Rivers,  Man. — Thirteen 
petitioners :  F.  M.  Ferguson,  No.  55 ;  J.  Partington, 
No.  65 ;  J.  N.  de  Stein,  No.  99 ;  James  Culbert,  No.  34 ; 
Jas.  E.  Mitchell.  No.  15,  G.R.C;  Peter  Eye,  No.  15, 
G.R.S.D.;  M.  O.  Milligan,  No.  113;  Robt.  Mclntyre, 
No.  17;  Tas.  F.  Stevenson,  No.  264,  G.R.S. ;  H.  E.  King, 
No.  104;  R.  J.  Hill,  No.  19,  G.R.Mich.;  A.  P.  Carnaghan, 
No.  11,  G.R.Mont.;  Geo.  Canaan,  No.  5,  G.R.Ind. 

Hugh  Murray  Chapter,  U.D.,  Bridgeburg,  Ont. — 
Fourteen  petitioners:  Edwin  J.  Jukes,  A.  B.  Hurrell,  J. 
W.  Bond,  G.  C.  Purdy,  J.  A.  North,  S.  D.  Ramey,  No.  64; 
William  Smythe,  R.  H.  Raplev,  No.  131 ;  W.  F.  Willson, 
J.  W.  R.  Kee,  J.  R.  Mencke,  E.  L.  Ramey,  No.  76;  J.  S. 
Griffin,  No.  54;  W.  R.  Krafft,  No.  57. 

Toronto  Chapter,  U.D.,  Toronto,  Ont.— Thirty  peti- 
tioners :  Albert  Macoomb,  W.  M.  Miskelly,  E.  J.  Repath, 
John  Brennan,  Jas.  Everett,  W.  Brandon,  H.  B.  Wood, 
J.  T.  T.  Barker,  H.  C.  Montgomery,  J.  T.  Stickwood, 
Jas.  Bulmer,  Chas.  Wheat,  Elmer  Ogilvie,  W.  Mooring, 
F.  Saunders,  G.  M.  Hermiston,  A.  W.  Grange,  J.  H.  Dun- 
lop,  H.  P.  Ellis,  R.  C.  Gallaher,  W.  A.  Thorne,  James 
Sherlock,  No.  77 ;  R.  W.  Brennan,  J.  A.  Montgomery ; 
J.  S.  May,  No.  145;  H.  Eversfield,  J.  A.  Graham,  No.  4; 
Alex.  MacKay,  No.  34;  W.  M.  Holtby,  No.  91;  David 
Colman,  No.  79,  G.R.C. 

CHAPTER   BY-LAWS. 

New  codes  of  by-laws  were  submitted  by  the  follow- 
ing Chapters  and  approved:  Alberton,  No.  152,  Fort 
Frances;  Kether,  No.  177,  Pincher  Creek;  Beaver,  No. 
74,   Strathroy:  Ezra,  No.  23,   Simcoe;   St.  John's,   No. 
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112,  Morrisburg;  Waseana,  No.  121,  Regina ;  Ionic,  No. 
168,  Campbell  ford. 

Amendments  to  by-laws  from  the  following  Chapters 
were  likewise  approved:  The  Beaches,  No.  163,  Toronto; 
Westminster,  No.  124,  New  Westminster;  Anct.  Fronte- 
nac  and  Cataraqui,  No.  1,  Kingston;  Shekinah,  No.  158, 
Lethbridge;  White  Oak,  No.  104,  Oakville;  Harris,  No. 
41,  Ingersoll;  Orient,  No.  79,  Toronto;  Shuniah,  No.  82, 
Port  Arthur:  Atwood,  No.  149,  Rainy  River;  Fort  Wil- 
liam, No.  140,  Fort  William;  Antiquity,  No.  91,  Toronto; 
Berlin,  No.  117,  Berlin;  Prince  Rupert,  No.  52,  Winni- 
peg; The  St.  Patrick,  No.  145,  Toronto;  Vancouver,  No. 
98,  Vancouver;  Guelph,  No.  40,  Guelph;  Victoria,  No. 
37,  Port  Hope. 

CASH  STATEMENT— GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

Dr. 

From  Chapters — 

Certificates    $1,285  00 

Membership  Dues    3,810  80 

Registration  Fees  1,341  50 

Dispensations   61  00 

Warrants  190  00 

Constitutions    243  80 

Sundries,  Ceremonies,  etc 197  40 

$  7,129  50 

Interest — 

Industrial  School  Bonds $   340  00 

Mercantile  Trust  Co 135  00 

Orillia    Debentures    49  60 

Toronto  General  Trusts 80  00 

Bank  of  Commerce  43  96 


Balance  from  Grand  Treasurer — Interest 200  24 

Cash.. 4,302  94 


648  56 


4,503  18 


Over  deposited  by  G.  S.  E 115 

1911- 


Cr. 

$12,282  39 

-Feb.     2— Dep'd 

in  Can. 

Bank  of  Com.. 

.$     64  40 

Feb.  14—    " 

u 

it                       a 

.      113  35 

Feb.  14—    " 

a 

(t            a 

.      115  55 

Mar.    6—    " 

u 

a                   tt 

.       92  80 

Mar.    8—    " 

a 

a                   a 

.  4,503  18 

Mar.  13—    " 

" 

a                   it 

.       66  80 

Mar.  13—    " 

(C 

"                   " 

.       72  45 

Apr.   11—    " 

it 

a                  a 

.       33  75 
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Apr. 

29— Dei 

May 

4—  " 

May 

6—  " 

May 

10—  " 

July 

31—  " 

Aug. 

5—  " 

Aug. 

21—  " 

Aug. 

21—  " 

Aug. 

21—  " 

Aug. 

21—  " 

Aug. 

21—  " 

Aug. 

30—  " 

Sep. 

2—  " 

Sep. 

12—  " 

Sep. 

28—  " 

Sep. 

28—  " 

Oct. 

7—  " 

Oct. 

19—  " 

Oct. 

31—  " 

Nov. 

10—  " 

Nov. 

10—  " 

Nov. 

13—  " 

Nov. 

20—  " 

Nov. 

30—  « 

Dec. 

2—  " 

Dec. 

6—  " 

Dec. 

8—  " 

Dec. 

15—  " 

Dec. 

18—  " 

Dec. 

20—  " 

Dec. 

26—  " 

Dec. 

28—  " 

Dec. 

29—  " 

Dec. 

29—  " 

1912— Jan. 

2 " 

Jan. 

2—  " 

Jan. 

3—  " 

Jan. 

5—  " 

Jan. 

8—  " 

Jan. 

10—  " 

Jan. 

12—  " 

Jan. 

13—  " 

Jan. 

15—  " 

Jan. 

16—  " 

Jan. 

17-  " 

Jan. 

18—  " 

Jan. 

19—  " 

Jan. 

22 " 

Jan. 

23—  " 

Jan. 

26—  " 

Jan. 

31—  " 

29— Dep'd  in  Can.   Bank  of  Com 


.$  211  25 

53  30 

11  50 

8  15 

. .  386  30 

. .   67  20 

. .   23  00 

9  00 

14  71 

. .   340  00 

49  60 

. .   72  90 

. .   87  60 

.  .   26  50 

. .   40  50 

41  20 

. .   49  00 

. .   76  35 

. .   66  50 

..   115  15 

. .   33  75 

. .   75  75 

. .   77  55 

. .   38  90 

. .   20  25 

. .   128  10 

. .   104  40 

. .   218  20 

72  75 

. .   164  60 

. .  313  95 

. .   264  20 

. .   154  45 

33  75 

40  00 

. .  678  60 

..   112  00 

. .  249  20 

. .   243  90 

121  75 

. .   104  25 

. .   180  80 

. .  349  15 

. .  396  80 

. .   263  40 

. .   166  25 

. .  204  55 

. .  288  60 

73  10 

..   119  75 

. .   177  70 

$12,282  39 
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FEES  AND  DUES  FROM  CHAPTERS. 


1  Ant.  Frontenac 

and  Cataraqui. .  . 

2  The  Hiram 

3  St.  John's 

4  St.  Andrew's  and 

St.  John's 

5  St.  George's 

6  St.  John's 

7  The  Moira 

8  King  Solomon's  . . 

15  Wawanosh 

16  Carleton 

18  Oxford 

19  Mount  Moriah.. . . 

20  Mt.  Horeb 

2  2  Grenville 

23  Ezra 

24  Tecumseh 

26  St.  Mark's 

27  Manitou 

28  Pentalpha 

29  McCallum 

30  Huron 

3 1  Prince  Edward.  . . 

32  Waterloo 

34  Signet 

35  Keystone 

36  Corinthian 

3  7  Victoria 

40  Guelph 

41  Harris 

44  Mt.  Sinai 

45  Excelsior 

46  St.  James 

47  Wellington 

48  St.  John's 

50  Saugeen 

52  Prince  Rupert. . . . 

53  Bruce 

54  Palestine 

55  Niagara 

56  Georgian 

57  King  Hiram 

58  Pembroke 

59  Sussex 

60  Doric 

61  Granite  ..." 

62  York 


$    57-40 

124 .70 

99.90 

9 .00 

86.15 

130 .00 

59-75 
94 .00 

71.65 
61.30 
27.90 
52.00 

78.15 
2 1 .  00 
60.75 
62.75 
30.65 
65.80 
37-50 
27-75 
35-55 
39-75 
39-75 
63 .00 

35-5o 
48.65 
48.00 
28.90 

38.75 
32 .00 
22  .50 

19.50 
62.50 
29.25 

H.5o 
160.80 

35  •  25 
92.90 
12.00 
47.40 
12.50 
40.30 
82.60 

36.75 
22.25 
32.00 


63  Havelock 

64  Willson 

65  St.  Paul's 

66  The  Malloch 

67  Enterprise 

68  Maitland , 

69  Grimsby 

70  Grand  River. .  . 

7 1  Prince  of  Wales . 

72  Keystone 

73  Erie 

74  Beaver 

75  St.  Clair 

76  Mt.  Nebo 

7  7  Occident 

78  Minnewawa. 

79  Orient 

80  Ark 

81  Aylmer 

82  Shuniah 

84  Lebanon 

86  Macpherson.  . . . 
88  MacNabb 

90  Golden 

91  Antiquity 

94  Midland 

95  Tuscan 

98  Vancouver 

99  Keystone 

100  St.  Lawrence... 

101  Corinthian 

102  Algonquin 

103  St.  John's 

104  White  Oak.  .  .  . 

106  Alberta 

no  Warkworth . . .  . 

112  St.  John's 

113  Covenant 

114  Bonnechere.  . .  . 

115  Brant 

116  Maple 

117  Berlin 

118  North  Star 

119  King  Cyrus .  . .  . 

120  Kootenay 

121  Wascana 

122  Rossland 

123  Nelson 


$  16. 

00 

51. 

45 

55. 

75 

21  . 

60 

33- 

00 

6. 

25 

53- 

55 

23- 

65 

4i. 

75 

23 

l5 

27. 

75 

19- 

25 

29. 

85 

55- 

50 

179. 

00 

23. 

25 

54 

50 

92 

9° 

29 

25 

69. 

5° 

12 

50 

23 

50 

27 

25 

42 

25 

52 

.50 

41 

.40 

36 

•40 

80 

•55 

29 

.50 

32 

.00 

39 

.00 

81 

•4° 

12 

.00 

*9 

•25 

107 

.70 

16 

.25 

61 

.65 

^3 

.25 

•  30 

•75 

16 

•75 

19 

•50 

17 

.00 

30 

.00 

32 

.00 

8 

•75 

90 

.50 

40 

.00 

62 

•25 
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124  Westminster 

125  Rocky  Mountain 

126  Assiniboia 

127  Keystone 

128  Revelstoke 

129  Elliot 

130  Chantry 

131  Amabel 

Leeds 

St.  Francis 

134  King  Darius 

135  Succoth 

136  King  Edward.  . . 

137  Crow's  Nest .... 

138  Shekinah 

139  St.  Andrew's..  . . 

140  Fort  William 

142  Cyrus 

143  Glengarry 

144  Presqu'  Isle 

145  The  St.  Patrick.. 

146  Bernard 

147  Lucknow 

148  St.  John's 

149  Atwood 

150  London 

152  Alberton 

153  Sombra 

154  Klondike 

155  Ancaster 

156  Avondale 

157  Okanagan 


132 
i33 


132.70 
39.00 
76.65 
21 .00 
31.80 
10.00 
23.00 
34  05 
53.oo 
29.75 
20.40 

32.15 
65.05 
36.05 
62.25 
17  .00 

69-55 
20.50 
18.00 

13-25 
182.25 
20.50 
9-45 
30.75 
40.75 
6i.75 
28.00 
28.25 

121.75 
16.20 
91 .80 
40.40 


158  Shekinah 

159  Golden  West. .  . 

160  Prince  Albert .  . 

161  Madoc 

162  Moose  Jaw 

163  The  Beaches 

164  Lome 

165  Saskatoon 

166  Moose  Mountain. 

167  Kichikewana .  . . 

168  Ionic 

169  Temiskaming. .  . 

170  Golden  Compass. 

171  Rabboni 

172  Mount  Horeb. .  . 

173  Weyburn 

1 74  Boundary 

175  The  Hamilton.  . 

176  Bekah 

177  Kether 

U.D.  Kaien 

U.D.   Otuskwan 

U.D.  Estevan 

U.D.  Battleford 

U.D    Camosun 

U.D.  Rivers 

Hugh  Murray- 
Toronto  

Sundries 


U.D 
U.D 


$  80 . 80 
19.20 
52.30 

23.45 
87.00 
19.20 
28.25 
114.40 
21 .25 
29.00 

i.S -75 
62  .00 

38.50 
20.00 
48.00 
69.65 
8.50 

33-35 
47.80 

14-75 
62. 10 

34.5o 
105.05 
83.00 
54.00 
35  00 
26.00 
25.00 
11 .00 


$7129.50 


Fraternally  submitted, 


Geo.  J.  Bsnnett, 

Grand  Scribe  B. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  TREASURER. 

Wieeiam  Gibson,  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royae  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 


1911. 


Dr. 


Feb.    2  To  Balance  in  Bank  of  Commerce $4,302  94 

Coupons  Town  of  Orillia  99  40 

Coupons  City  of  Stratford  100  84 

G.   S.  E.  Deposit   64  40 

G.  S.  E.   Deposit   113  35 

G.  S.  E.  Deposit   115  55 

G.  S.  E.  Deposit   92  50 


Feb. 

16   " 

Feb. 

16  " 

Feb. 

2   " 

Feb. 

14   " 

Feb. 

14   " 

Mar 

6   " 
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Mar.  13  To  G.   S.   E.    Deposit  $  66  80 

Mar.  13    "  G.    S.   E.    Deposit  72  45 

Apr.  11    "  Mercantile  Trust  Co.,  Interest   33  75 

Apr.  29   "  G.    S.    E.   Deposit  211  25 

May  4   "  G    S.    E.    Deposit  53  30 

May   6   "  G.    S.   E.   Deposit  11  50 

May  10   "  G    S.    E.    Deposit  8  15 

July  31    "  G    S.   E.   Deposit  386  30 

Aug.   5   "  G.   S.   E.   Deposit 67  20 

Aug.  21    "  G    S.   E,    Deposit  23  00 

Aug.  21    "  G   S.   E.   Deposit,  Interest    9  00 

Aug.  21    "  G.   S.   E.  Deposit,  Interest    14  71 

Aug.  21    "  G    S.   E.   Deposit  .   340  00 

Aug.  21    "  G.   S.   E.   Deposit  49  60 

Aug.  30   "  G.    S.   E.   Deposit  72  90 

Sep.    2   "  G.   S.   E.   Deposit  87  60 

Sep.  12   "  G.   S.   E.   Deposit  26  50 

Sep.  22   "  G.   S.   E.    Deposit  40  50 

Sep.  28   "  G.    S.   E.   Deposit  41  20 

Oct.    7   "  G.   S.   E.    Deposit  49  00 

Oct.  19   "  G.   S.    E.    Deposit  76  35 

Oct  31    "  G.   S.   E.   Deposit  66  50 

Nov.  10   "  G.   S.   E.   Deposit 115  15 

Nov.  13   "  G   S.    E.   Deposit  75  75 

Nov.  20   "  G    S.   E.   Deposit  77  55 

Nov.  30   "  G   S.   E.   Deposit  38  90 

Nov.  10    "  Mercantile  Trust  Co.,  Interest 33  75 

Dec.     2    "  Interest 20  25 

Dec.    6   "  G   S.  E.   Deposit  128  10 

Dec.    8   "  G.   S.-E.    Deposit  104  40 

Dec.  15   "  G.   S.   E.  Deposit  218  20 

Dec.  18    "  G    S.    E.   Deposit  72  75 

Dec.  20   "  G.   S.  E.   Deposit  164  60 

Dec.  26   "  G   S.  E.   Deposit 313  95 

Dec.  28   "  G.   S.   E.   Deposit  264  20 

Dec.  29   "  G.   S.   E.   Deposit  154  45 

Dec.  29    "  Mercantile  Trust  Co.,  Interest 33  75 

1912. 

Jan.     2"  Toronto  General  Trusts,  Interest 40  00 

Jan.    2    "  G.    S.    E    Deposit  675  60 

Jan.     3    "  G    S.    E.    Deposit  112  00 

Jan.    5   "  G.    S.   E.   Deposit  249  20 

Jan.    8   "  G.    S.   E.   Deposit  243  90 

Tan.  10   "  G.    S.    E.    Deposit 121  75 

Jan.  12   "  G.    S.    E.   Deposit  104  25 

Tan.  13    "  G.    S.   E.    Deposit  180  80 

Jan.  15   "  G.   S.   E.   Deposit  349  15 

Jan.  16   "  G    S.   E.    Deposit  396  80 

Jan.  17   "  G.    S.   E.   Deposit 263  40 

Jan.  18    "  G.    S.   E.    Deposit  166  25 
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Jan.  19  To  G.    S.    E.  Deposit    $  204  55 

Jan.  22   "    G.    S.   E.    Deposit    288  60 

Jan.  23    "     G.    S.    E.    Deposit    .#....  73  10 

Tan.  26    "     G.    S.   E.    Deposit    119  75 

Jan.  31    "     G.    S.    E.    Deposit    177  70 

Total  amount $12,282  39 

1911.  Cr. 

Mar.  7  By  Transferred  to  Yonge  and  Queen  Street 
Branch  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,  To- 
ronto, as  per  Grand  Chapter $4,503  18 

"  By  Order     1,  Daughter   of   J.    D.,    Benevolence  30  00 

2,  Comp.  E.  H.  B "  25  00 

3,  Widow  of  J.  M....            "  30  00 

4,  Widow  of  J.  E.  M..            "  40  00 

5,  Widow  of  J.  W.  W.            "  30  00 

6,  Widow  of  J.    K.    . .            "  40  00 

7,  Widow  of  J.  H.  ...            "  20  00 

8,  Comp.  T.  F "  40  00 

9,  Comp.  C.  W.  S.   ...            "  40  00 

10,  Comp.  A.  C "  25  00 

11,  Wid.  of  W.  B.  W...            "  20  00 

12,  Wrid.  of  J.  S.  B.  . . .            "  20  00 

13,  Wid.  of  H.  R "  30  00 

14,  Wid.  of  T.  O'C "  40  00 

15,  Wid.  of  P.  G "  20  00 

16,  Daugh.  of  W.  B.  S.            "  20  00 

17,  Wid.  of  H.  J.  S....            "  20  00 

18,  Wid.  of  P.  F "  20  00 

19,  Wid.  of  J.    E.    H...            "  55  00 

20,  Wid.  of  A.  E.  H.  . .            "  30  00 

21,  Wid.  of  C.  K "  30  00 

22,  Wid.  of  H.  St.  V.  T.            "  20  00 

24,  Wid.  of  W.  E.  J.  . .            "  30  00 

25,  Rent  G.  S.  E.  Office 117  00 

26,  Bell  Telephone  Company 26  00 

27,  Foreign  Correspondence  Report..  200  00 

29,  J.  M.  Pritchard,  Grand  Janitor..  10  00 

30,  G.  S.  E.,  Incidentals 250  00 

31,  H.   Vigeon,   Auditor 100  00 

32,  W.  T    Thomson,  Engraving 28  00 

33,  Atwell  Fleming  Printing  Co 124  50 

34,  Saml.  Hobbs,  Ballot  Boxes 9  00 

Apr.      1            "         35,   D.  Henderson,  Engrossing 15  00 

36,  Office   Assistance    20  00 

37,  Bond,  G.  S.  E 7  82 

38,  Atwell  Fleming  Printing  Co 646  16 

39,  Might  Directory  Co 7  50 

40,  Thomson  Engraving  Co 4  00 

41,  Miss  Laing,  Asst 25  00 


ANNUAL   CONVOCATION,   TORONTO,   1912  145 

Apr.     1  By  Order  42,   G.  S.  E.,  Salary $  500  00 

43,  Grand  Treasurer,  Salary  25  00 

44,  P.  G.  Z.,  Testimonial 300  00 

45,  P.  G.  Z.,  Travelling  Expenses  ...  301  55 

46,  Rolph,  Clark  Co.,  Ltd 183  00 

May    2            "        47,  Rent  Office,  4  mos.,  G.  S.  E 149  00 

48,  G.  S.  E.,  Salarv  to  30th  June....  500  00 

"        "            "        49,  Grand  Treas.,  Salary  to  30th  June  25  00 

50,  Miss  Laing,  Asst 75  00 

Sep.     1            "        51.  Daughter  of  J.  D.  ...Benevolence  30  00 

52,  Comp.  E.  H.  B "  25  00 

53,  Wid.  of  J.  M "  30  00 

54,  Wid.  of  T.  E.  M.  . .            "  40  00 

55,  Wid.  of  J.  W.  W. ..            "  30  00 

57,  Wid.  of  J.  H "  20  00 

58,  Comp.  J.  F «  40  00 

59,  Comp.  C.  W.  S "  40  00 

60,  Comp.  A.  C "  25  00 

61,  Wid.  of  W.   B.   W...           "  20  00 

62,  Wid.  of  J.  S.  B "  20  00 

63,  Wid.  of  H.  R *'  30  00 

64,  Wid.  of  J.  O'C "  40  00 

65,  Wid.  of  P.  G "  20  00 

66,  Daugh.  of  W.  B.  S.            "  20  00 

67,  Wid.  of  H.  J.  S "  20  00 

68,  Wid.  of  P.  J.  F "  20  00 

69,  Wid.  of  J.  E.  H "  55  00 

71,  Wid.  of  C.  K "  30  00 

72,  Wid.  of  H.  St.  V.  J.           "  20  00 

73,  Wid.  of  Wr.  E.  J.    . .            "  30  00 

74,  Bell  Telephone  Co 21  67 

75,  United  Typewriter  Co 32  00 

76,  G.  S.  E.,  Rent  of  Office  to  30  Sept.  76  00 

77,  The  Atwell  Fleming  Printing  Co.  128  11 

78,  United   Typewriter   Co 125  00 

"      30           "        79,  G.  S.  E.,  Salary 500  00 

80,  Grand  Treasurer,  Salary 25  00 

81,  Miss  Laing,   Salary. . . . : 75  00 

"        82,  D.  Henderson,  Engrossing 5  00 

Dec.     8            "        83,  Western  Ass'ce  Co 4  00 

84,  G  S.  E.,  salary 500  00 

85,  Grand  Treasurer,  Salary 25  00 

86,  Miss  Laing,   Salary 75  00 

87,  The  Atwell  Fleming  Printing  Co.  47  74 
"      -  88,  G.  S.  E.,  Rent 114  00 

"        "  By  Balance  in  Bank  of  Commerce 5,600  34 

Total  Amount $12,282  39 


146  GRAND   CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

ASSETS  OF  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

34  Debentures  Toronto  Industrial  School,  due  2nd  Dec , 

1915,  value  $500  each $17,000  00 

1  Town  of  Orillia  Debenture,  due  August  4th,  1912 1,218  13 

1  Town  of  Orillia  Debenture,  due  August  4th,  1913 1,266  86 

1  Toronto  General  Trust  Debenture 2,000  00 

3  City  of  Stratford  Debentures,  due  January  1st,  1927  2,521  00 

1  Town  of  Oshawa  Debenture,  due  December  1st,  1921  1,300  61 

1  Town  of  Oshawa  Debenture,  due  December  1st,  1922  1,359  14 
1  Guaranteed    Investment   Mercantile   Trust   Co.,   due 

March  19th,  1915  3,000  00 

$29,665  74 

These  securities  are  held  in  trust  by  The  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce,  Hamilton,  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Mason  of  Canada.     Certified  by 

D.  B.  Dewar, 

Manager. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

Wm.  Gibson, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  26,  1912. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  K.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved,— That  the  statements  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  and 
Grand  Treasurer,  for  the  year  1911,  be  received  and  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee  for  audit  and  to  report  thereon  at  the 
present  Convocation. 

BENEVOLENCE. 

To  the  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z.  and  Companions  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

The  Committee  on  Benevolence  have  examined  the 
applications  presented  to  them  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  following  grants  be  made : 

Chapter   No.     1.  Comp.   E.   H.   B $60.00 

"      1.  Widow  of  J.  M 70.00 

"      3.  Widow  of  J.  E.  M 80.00 

"      3.  Widow  of  J.  W.  W 70.00 

"      6.  Widow  of  J.  F.   H 50.00 
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Chapter    No.    6,  Widow  of  E.  O.  S. 


28. 
29. 
37. 
37. 
44. 
52. 
54. 
54. 

59. 
62. 
63. 
72. 
72. 
76. 
77. 
81. 
145. 


Widow  of  D.  C. 

Comp.  C.  W.  S 

Comp.    A.    C 

Widow  of  H.  B.  W 

Widow  of  J.  S.  B 

Widow  of  H.  R 

Widow  of  J.  O'C 

Widow  of  P.  G 

Mother  of  T.  H.  T 

(Subject  to  investigation). 

Daughter  of  W.  B.  S 

Widow  of  H.  J.  S 

Widow  of  P.  F 

Widow  of  J.  E.  H 

Children  of  J.  E.  H 

Widow  of  C.  K 

Widow  of  H.  St.  V.  J 

Widow  of  W.  E.  J 

Widow  of  J.  E.  R 


$50.00 
60.00 
80.00 
60.00 
50.00 
40.00 
80.00 
80.00 
50.00 
50.00 

50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
60.00 
60.00 
50.00 
80.00 
60.00 


$1,440.00 

We  recommend  that  the  initials  of  the  persons  receiv- 
ing relief  be  printed  in  the  Proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter 
instead  of  the  full  name  as  heretofore. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  E.  Harding, 

Chairman. 
It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
Benevolence  be  received  and  adopted. 

WARRANTS. 

To  the  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  Warrants  beg  to  report  that  we 
have  examined  the  correspondence  submitted,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  following  Chapters,  under  dispensation,  and 
recommend  warrants  be  granted  each,  all  showing  re- 
markable energy  with  bright  prospects  : 

Kaien  Chapter,  at  Prince  Rupert,  B.C.,  and  Otuskwan 
Chapter,  at  Calgary,  Alta.  These  two  were  laid  over  at 
last  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 
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Estevan  Chapter,  at  Estevan,  and  Battleford  Chapter, 
at  Battleford,  Sask. 

Mount  Sinai  Chapter,  at  Rivers,  Man. 

Hugh  Murray  Chapter,  at  Bridgeburg,  and  Toronto 
Chapter,  at  Toronto,  Ont. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  Forbes, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Forbes,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  L.  Armitage,  and 

Resolved , — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
Warrants  be  received  and  adopted. 

AUDIT  AND  FINANCE. 

To  the  M.  B.  the  Grand  Z.  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada: 

Your  Committee  on  Audit  and  Finance  beg  to  submit 
the  following  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
for  the  past  year,  certified  to  by  the  Auditor,  Mr.  Harry 
Vigeon : 

Summary  Cash  Account,  Year  ended  31st  January,  1912. 

Balance  31st  January,  1911  : 

In  Bank  of  Commerce $4,295.94 

In  hands  of  Grand  Scribe  E 7.55 

$4,303.49 

Interest  Coupons  due  and  outstanding 200.24 

$  4,503.73 

Receipts  during  Year : 

Certificates $1,285.00 

Dues    3,810.80 

Fees    1,341.50 

Dispensations    61.00 

Warrants    190.00 

Constitutions     243.80 

Sundries     197.40 

$7,129.50 
Interest  on  Investments  received  and  due..   1,258.79 

8,388.29 

$12,892.02 
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Disbursements. 

Benevolence    $  1,280.00 

Salaries    2,370.00 

Foreign  Correspondence  Report  200.00 

Office  Rent,  Telephone  and  Expenses 508.17 

Premium  on  Guarantee  Bond 7.82 

Grand  Janitor    10.00 

Printing,  Engrossing  Warrants,  etc. 1,181.51 

Auditing    100.00 

Ballot  Boxes    9.00 

Testimonial  to  Past  Grand  Z 300.00 

Past  Grand  Z.,  Travelling  Expenses 301.55 

Typewriter  and  Desk   157.00 

$6,425.05 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  Incidentals : 

Printing   and    Stationery $     45.71 

Postage  and  Express 156.09 

General    Expenses    77.30 

279.10 

$6,704.15 
Balance  31st  January,   1912: 

In  Bank  of  Commerce   $5,600.34 

Less  due  to  Grand  Scribe  E 22.70 

$5,577.64 
Interest  Coupons  due   (deposited  9/2/12)  . .      610.23 

6,187.87 

$12,892.02 

We  have  maintained  a  running  audit  during  the  year  and 
have  examined  the  books,  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  We  certify  that  we  have  found  them  in  order  and 
that  the  above  is  a  correct  summary  of  the  accounts.  We  have 
inspected  a  certificate  of  this  date  from  the  Bank  of  Commerce, 
Hamilton,  that  they  hold  securities  to  the  value  of  $29,665.74  on 
account  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Vigeon  &  Company, 

Auditors. 

Toronto,  15th  February,  1912. 

Your  Committee  beg  to  recommend  the  following  ap- 
propriations : 

Benevolence    Grants    $1,440.00 

Foreign  Correspondence  Committee    200.00 

Incidentals,   Advance,    1912 300.00 

Office  Assistance    350.00 

Auditors'  Fee,  1911 100.00 

Refreshments,  Grand  Chapter   100.00 
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The  continued  prosperity  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  the 
jurisdiction  is  noted  with  pleasure  by  your  Committee. 
They  would  recommend  that  the  $1,218.13  of  the  Town 
of  Orillia  debentures,  which  will  mature  August  4th, 
1912,  be  re-invested  with  any  available  bank  balance  the 
Grand  Council  may  deem  advisable  to  invest. 

Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  say  that  everything 
pertaining  to  the  offices  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  the 
Treasurer  is  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Hf)nry  T.   Smith, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 
Toronto,  February  28th,  1912. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Smith,  seconded  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
Audit  and  Finance  be  received  and  adopted. 

CONDITION  OF  CAPITULAR  MASONRY. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.}  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  has  carefully  read  and  considered 
the  report  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  in  charge  of  the 
twenty  districts  into  which,  for  convenience  of  super- 
vision, this  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  divided. 

There  has  also  been  submitted  and  considered  a  report 
on  Klondike  Chapter,  in  the  Yukon  District,  which  is  an 
outlying  Chapter  of  this  Grand  body,  and  watched  over 
by  an  Acting  Superintendent. 

GROWTH  OF  ROYAL  CRAFT. 

Your  Committee  is  pleased  to  report  that  the  num- 
erical growth  has  been  considerably  in  excess  of  that  of 
last  year.  The  net  gain  this  year  is  1,027,  as  against  a 
net  gain  last  year  of  only  615,  so  that  we  are  stronger  in 
net  gain  this  year  by  412  than  we  were  last  year. 
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Last  year  there  were  on  the  rolls  of  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter 151  Chapters,  146  of  which  were  warranted  and  5 
under  dispensation,  with  a  total  membership  of  14,721. 
This  year  there  are  157  Chapters  on  the  roll  of  this 
Grand  Chapter,  149  of  which  are  warranted  and  8  under 
dispensation,  with  a  membership  of  15,748.  The  admis- 
sions for  the  year  191 1  were  1,365,  the  joinings  222,  and 
the  restorations  21,  making  a  total  gain  of  1,608.  The 
resignations  were  218,  S.  N.  P.  D.'s  222,  deaths  141 — or 
in  all  a  loss  of  581,  leaving  the  net  gain,  as  before  stated, 
for  the  year  to  be  1,027.  The  new  blood  coming  in — that 
is,  the  initiations — numbered  1,320  this  year,  as  against 
1,046  for  last  year. 

Another  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  possible  numer- 
ical growth  is  that  one  Chapter — "  Toronto  "  Chapter — 
put  under  dispensation  quite  recently,  has  25  applications 
for  admission,  and  another,  instituted  under  dispensa- 
tion in  the  province  of  Saskatchewan,  has  61  applications 
for  admission. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  have  been  diligent  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties.  As  usual  in  this  immense  juris- 
diction, the  Grand  Superintendents  have  made  sacrifices 
of  time,  labor  and  money,  besides  enduring  considerable 
physical  hardships,  but  they  have  their  reward  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  faithfully  performed  their  duties,  on 
being  received  loyally  and  affectionately  by  their  Com- 
panions, and  entertained  with  great  hospitality.  As  has 
been  said  before,  these  officers  are  the  eyes  and  ears  of 
the  Grand  First  Principal  and  Grand  Chapter,  as  it  is  by 
the  information  contained  in  their  reports  that  your  Com- 
mittee is  able  to  keep  its  finger  upon  the  pulse  of  the 
Royal  Arch  body  and  report  its  progress. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  in  the  western  provinces 
— those  districts  of  magnificent  distances — have  made  a 
record  this  year  which  has  never  before  been  achieved. 
In  Manitoba  all  the  Chapters  were  visited ;  in  Alberta  all 
but  one;  in  Kootenay  all  the  Chapters  were  visited;  in 
Saskatchewan  all  the  Chapters  were  visited,  and  in  British 
Columbia  only  two  were  not  visited.     It  will,  therefore, 
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be  seen  that  out  of  the  41  Chapters  west  of  the  great  lakes 
only  three  have  not  received  a  visit  from  a  Grand  Super- 
intendent. In  order  to  accomplish  this  satisfactory  result 
the  sacrifices  made  by  the  Grand  Superintendents  in  the 
west  must  have  been — to  use  the  language  of  Dominie 
Sampson — prodigious ! 

In  Ontario  the  work  of  the  Grand  Superintendents 
was  equally  satisfactory.  Out  of  116  Chapters  in  this 
province  only  three  were  not  visited. 

As  a  matter  of  information  for  Grand  Chapter,  the 
following  statistics  may  be  interesting:  Ontario,  with 
116  Chapters,  gained  in  membership  during  the  past  year 
457;  Manitoba,  with  8,  gained  74;  Saskatchewan,  with  9, 
gained  189;  Alberta,  with  9,  gained  108;  British  Colum- 
bia, with  6,  gained  108;  Kootenay,  with  8,  gained  43,  and 
the  Klondike  Chapter  at  Dawson,  unattached,  gained  3. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Ontario  still  leads  in  gain  of  mem- 
bers, although  the  provinces  in  the  west  are  making  enor- 
mous strides.  These  figures  are  called  out  by  the  fact 
that  one  or  two  Superintendents  in  the  west  shadow  forth 
the  idea  that  Chapters  there  would  prosper  better  if  they 
had  more  Grand  Chapter  officers  among  them.  There  is 
such  material  growth  in  the  west  that  we  may  hear  more 
of  such  opinions,  and  doubtless  Grand  Chapter  will  give 
such  opinions  careful  consideration  from  time  to  time. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  have  not  been  called  upon 
for  rulings.  At  least,  if  they  have  there  is  no  indication 
of  it  in  their  reports.  No  disputes  or  questions  of 
moment  appear  to  have  arisen.  The  paths  of  the  different 
Grand  Superintendents,  so  far  as  harmony  is  concerned, 
have  been  among  the  roses.  In  only  one  instance  was 
any  lack  of  courtesy  shown,  which  occurred  in  Moose 
Mountain  Chapter  at  Areola.  The  First  Principal  of  this 
Chapter,  after  informing  the  Grand  Superintendent  it 
was  his  intention  to  work  the  M.  M.  M.  and  M.  E.  M. 
degrees,  left  immediately  after  the  business  routine  was 
concluded,  without  apologizing  or  explaining.  This  dis- 
played lack  of  courtesy  and  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendent, which  the  Committee  is  glad  to  say  is  the  only 
act  of  the  kind  in  the  history  of  the  Royal  Craft  for  this 
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year.  The  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  district  recom- 
mends, in  \iew  of  this  discourtesy  and  disloyalty,  and  as 
the  Principal  did  not  confer  any  degrees  during  his  term 
of  office,  that  he  should  not  be  given  the  rank  of  Past 
Principal  with  a  seat  in  this  Grand  Chapter.  In  the 
absence  of  full,  particulars  your  Committee  is  not  dis- 
posed to  recommend  such  action. 

WORK    PRONOUNCED    GOOD. 

Your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  Grand  Super- 
intendents, as  7x  whole,  are  deserving  of  the  thanks  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Principal  and  this  Grand  Chapter 
for  their  faithful  service.  They  have  done  their  duty  in 
every  respect  except  one.  They  failed  to  hold  Chapters 
of  Instruction. 

The  work  is  said  to  be  fairly  accurate,  but  your  Com- 
mittee is  surprised  at  the  number  of  cases  in  which  Grand 
Superintendents  saw  no  work.  Last  year  the  same  state 
of  things  prevailed,  and  attention  was  called  to  it  in  the 
Committee's  report,  but,  strange  and  unsatisfactory  as  it 
is,  we  have  the  same  state  of  affairs  this  year:  A  Grand 
Superintendent,  before  visiting  a  Chapter,  should  advise 
the  Z.  of  the  time  of  his  visit  and  direct  that  work  shall 
be  performed  for  his  inspection,  impressing  upon  the  Z. 
the  necessity  for  carrying  out  these  instructions.  The 
mere  opening  and  closing  of  Chapters  is  no  evidence  of 
good  work  as  a  whole.  The  presenting  of  testimonials, 
the  installation  of  officers  and  kindred  services  performed 
by  a  Grand  Superintendent  are  merely  taking  part  in 
functions  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  and  give  him  no  indi- 
cation of  the  accuracy  and  intelligence  of  the  work  in  a 
Chapter. 

Your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  positive 
duty  of  Grand  Superintendents  to  insist  that  work  shall 
be  done  when  they  pay  their  visits,  because  in  no  other 
way  can  they  intelligently  report  on  the  accuracy  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  work  performed.  Your  Committee  again 
reiterates  its  opinion  that  the  work  presented  for  the 
Superintendents'  inspection  should  be  done  by  the  regular 
officers  of  a  Chapter  and  not  by  Past  Z.'s. 
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EXCELLENT  MATERIAL. 

The  material  coming  in  is  reported  to  be  excellent,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  otherwise.  Men  who 
are  in  good  standing  in  the  Craft  lodges  are  calculated  to 
be  good  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  they  ought  to  be  influ- 
enced by  every  legitimate  means  to  complete  their  knowl- 
edge by  discovering  what  was  lost  in  the  drama  of  the 
sublime  degree.  No  Mason  will  ever  regret  possessing 
the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch,  and  every  Mason  who 
does  not  obtain  it  is  not  in  complete  possession  of  all  the 
information  he  should  possess  to  make  him  a  fully 
equipped  Master  Mason. 

Your  Committee  again  presses  upon  Royal  Arch  Com- 
panions the  duty  of  being  missionaries  to  bring  the  breth- 
ren of  the  Craft  Lodges  into  the  Chapters. 

The  secretarial  work  is  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 
Returns  are  now  fairly  well  made  and  more  promptly 
sent  in.  The  Grand  Superintendents  are  almost  a  unit 
in  their  commendations  of  the  work  of  the  Scribes  E. 
The  complaints  which  were  expressed  last  year  as  to  the 
neglect  of  these  officers  to  reply  to  correspondence  has 
entirely  disappeared.  Your  Committee  congratulates 
Grand  Chapter  on  the  increased  energy  and  intelligence 
of  the  Scribes  E. 

MATTERS  FINANCIAL. 

The  invested  funds  of  Grand  Chapter  amount  to 
$29,665.74,  and  the  cash  on  hand  amounts  to  $5,604.34. 
Grand  Chapter  set  apart  for  benevolence  during  the 
past  year  $1,400,  and  the  private  Chapters  $2,107  f°r  a 
like  purpose.  The  total  expenditure  of  the  Royal  Craft 
for  benevolence  therefore  amounts  to  $3,507  for  the 
year  191 1. 

Your  Committee  hopes  that  no  Companion,  or  widow 
or  orphan  of  a  Companion,  who  appeals  for  assistance, 
is  denied,  if  the  circumstances,  on  enquiry,  demonstrate 
that  poverty  and  distress  are  present.  The  financial 
affairs  of  the  Chapters  are  favorably  commented  upon  by 
the   Grand   Superintendents.     No  losses   or   defalcations 
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have  occurred.  Everything  is  satisfactory,  so  far  as  can 
be  seen  at  any  rate,  except  the  amount  of  dues  and  arrears 
outstanding.  The  figures  are  simply  appalling.  This 
Grand  Chapter,  however,  has  no  power  to  do  anything 
but  direct  attention  and  offer  suggestions.  The  remedy 
is  with  the  Chapters  themselves.  The  course  to  be  pur- 
sued may  be  once  more  indicated.  Remit  where  there  is 
honest  inability  to  pay;  enforce  where  there  is  ability  to 
pay;  and  suspend  those  who  are  able  to  pay  but  will  not 
do  so. 

There  is  no  reason  why  parasites  on  the  Royal  Arch 
body  should  be  encouraged.  There  are  nearly  3,000  Com- 
panions whose  outstanding  dues  aggregate  over  $20,00*0. 
Such  a  state  of  affairs  as  this  may  well  be  called  appalling 
and  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to. 

CHAPTER  RECORDS. 

Your  Committee  commented  last  year  on  the  absence 
of  information  with  respeci  to  mark  and  degree  books. 
The  comment  seems  to  have  borne  fruit,  as  the  matter  is 
dealt  with,  in  their  reports,  by  a  number  of  Grand  Super- 
intendents. Your  Committee  regrets  to  find  that  degree 
books  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  and  that  wherever 
a  Mark  book  does  exist  it  is,  as  a  rule,  blank  paper. 
There  are  a  few  exceptions  to  this  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs.  Had  it  not  been  that  a  few  Chapters  have  kept 
mark  books  your  Committee  would  be  justified  in  assum- 
ing that  these  books  had  disappeared  from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  This  state  of  things  ought  not  to  continue.  Your 
Committee  is  of  opinion  that  a  circular  should  be  sent  to 
each  Chapter  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Principals  to  the  necessity  for  these  records  being 
kept.  The  attention  of  the  incoming  Grand  Superin- 
tendents should  also  be  directed  to  this  matter,  and  they 
should  be  requested  to  see  that  these  valuable  records  are 
again  brought  into  use. 

INSURANCE. 

The  Chapters,  as  a  rule,  have  been  careful  and  pru- 
dent enough  to  insure  their  premises,  regalia,  etc.,  against 
loss  by  fire.     Your  Committee  will  keep  on  urging  this 
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matter  until  it  finds  that  every  one  of  them  has  displayed 
common  sense  enough  to  protect  itself  against  being  crip- 
pled financially  and  in  usefulness.  The  Grand  Superin- 
tendents should  enquire  of  every  Chapter  as  to  insurance, 
and  where  there  is  none  urge  upon  the  negligent  to  be- 
come wise  in  time. 

INSTRUCTION. 

Chapters  of  Instruction  have  been  few  and  far  be- 
tween. They  seem  to  be  going  out  of  fashion,  and  yet 
there  is  no  greater  power  for  adding  to  the  prestige  of  the 
Royal  Craft  than  by  holding  such  schools  for  accurate 
work.  The  gathering  of  Companions  in  large  numbers  is 
inspiring — not  alone  to  those  participating,  but  to  the 
Craftsmen  and  even  to  the  profane  residing  where  the 
meeting  is  held.  The  meeting  of  old  friends,  with  the 
opportunity  to  shake  hands  and  say  "  God  bless  you  " ;  the 
acquisition  of  new  friends ;  the  hearing  of  words  of  wis- 
dom ;  the  social  intercourse ;  the  feast  of  reason  and  flow 
of  the  soul  that  takes  place,  make  such  meetings  perfectly 
delightful,  and  they  remain  the  green  spots  in  the  memory 
of  those  who  were  able  to  attend. 

Your  Committee  recognizes  the  difficulty  of  holding 
these  Chapters  of  Instruction  in  the  great  west,  where 
Chapters  are  separated  by  enormous  distances,  but  in  the 
province  of  Ontario,  where  travelling  facilities  are  so 
good  and  Chapters  are  located  so  near  each  other,  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  excuse  for  failure  to  hold  them. 

Your  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  on  the  whole  there 
is  every  reason  for  congratulation  upon  the  solid  progress 
and  enduring  prosperity  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Aubrey  White, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on 
the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  be  received  and  adopted. 

Toronto,  February  28th,  19 12. 
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GRIEVANCES  AND  APPEALS. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  N.  Ponton  from  the  sub-committee 
of  the  Executive  on  Grievances  and  Appeals,  reported  a 
complete  absence  of  anything  in  the  nature  of  employ- 
ment for  his  committee,  and  congratulated  Grand  Chapter 
on  existing  conditions  in  the  jurisdiction. 

GRAND  Z'S  ADDRESS. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.  and  Companions  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

Your  Committee  begs  to  report  that  its  members  have 
read  with  much  pleasure  the  address  presented  to  Grand 
Chapter  by  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.  His  greet- 
ings to  the  Companions  were  thoughtful  and  appreciable, 
and  it  is  with  deep  satisfaction  that  the  year  has  been  one 
of  peace  and  good  will,  not  only  among  our  individual 
Chapters  but  also  in  the  relation  existing  between  this 
Grand  Chapter  and  all  others  with  whom  we  are  in  cor- 
respondence. 

Your  Committee  is  favorably  impressed  by  the 
selection  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  has  made  as  representa- 
tives near  foreign  jurisdictions  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 
No  doubt  the  Companions  named  are  well  worthy  of  the 
honor  conferred  upon  them. 

Regarding  the  wearing  of  Royal  Arch  regalia,  your 
Committee  is  in  hearty  accord  with  the  M.  E.  the 
Grand  Z.  and  is  convinced  that  such  regalia  is  only 
intended  for  use  in  the  Chapter  room,  where  its  signifi- 
cance is  understood,  and  not  for  public  display.  In  the 
matter  of  funerals,  we  consider  that  the  craft  regalia 
only  should  be  worn,  and  such  as  plain  as  possible. 

We  further  agree  with  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  in 
reference  to  his  remarks  about  advertising  our  Order  at 
our  entertainments.  Such  is  not  in  the  interests  of 
Masonry  in  any  of  its  branches  and  should  be  discon- 
tinued. 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  the  ruling  of  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.  in  disallowing  a  Chapter  to  charge  higher 
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annual  fees  from  certain  unaffiliated  Masons.  There 
should  be  no  discrimination  in  the  fixed  dues  or  fees  of 
any  Chapter.  Every  Companion  should  be  taxed  the 
same  fees. 

The  rulings  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  in  respect  to 
time  limit  of  residence  in  the  jurisdiction  being  twelve 
months,  that  a  Master  Mason  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  right  hand  was  ineligible  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Chapter  degrees  and  that  a  degree  which  had  been  elimi- 
nated from  our  system  could  not  be  conferred  upon  any 
candidate  in  a  Chapter  of  this  jurisdiction,  are  such  as  will 
commend  themselves  to  this  Grand  Chapter. 

Your  Committee  congratulates  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
and  this  Grand  Chapter  upon  the  success  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  showing  a  steady  and  large 
increase  in  numbers  and  Chapters,  as  well  as  in  the  fin- 
ances of  this  Grand  Chapter.  The  addition  of  dispensa- 
tions to  six  new  Chapters  was  very  gratifying,  more  espe- 
cially as  one  of  these  has  been  opened  in  the  city  of 
Victoria,  B.C.,  the  first  under  our  Canadian  Register; 
another  in  Toronto,  where  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  rap- 
idly taking  hold  of  the  Master  Masons  of  that  city. 

We  further  view  with  satisfaction  the  remarks  of  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  in  respect  to  the  faithful  services 
rendered  the  Order  by  the  Grand  Superintendents,  and 
cannot  fail  in  noting  one,  R.  E.  Comp.  James  McCauley, 
of  Saskatchewan,  who  during  the  year  travelled  2,200 
miles  in  visiting  the  nine  Chapters  in  his  district.  Surely 
the  fires  of  zeal  and  energy  still  burn  in  the  breasts  of  our 
Companions. 

Your  Committee  desires  to  express  satisfaction  at  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.'s  finding  it  convenient  to  visit  some  of 
the  Chapters  of  Instruction  and  also  so  many  of  the 
Chapters  in  various  places  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  that 
throughout  the  jurisdiction  the  work  is  so  admirably 
done;  also  the  remarks  about  punctuality  are  well  timed 
and  should  be  considered  carefully  by  the  rulers  of  the 
Order. 
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Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  suggestion  of 
the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  to  appoint  a  committee  to  gather 
and  revise  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  First  Principals  ap- 
proved by  Grand  Chapter  and  that  such  be  adopted ;  also 
that  the  rank  of  Past  Grand  Superintendent  be  conferred 
upon  V.  E.  Comp.  James  Craig,  who  for  two  years  per- 
formed the  duties  of  that  office  for  the  Klondike  Chapter. 

Your  Committee  is  in  perfect  accord  with  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.  in  all  he  says  about  the  wise  administration 
of  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  the  distinguished 
Governor-General  of  our  Dominion. 

Your  Committee  cannot  but  feel  the  loss  the  Order  has 
sustained  through  the  death  of  so  many  of  our  distin- 
guished Companions,  called  from  labor  to  enjoy  the  rest 
that  remains  for  the  people  of  God.  We  recommend  that 
their  names  be  inscribed  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Chapter. 

Your  Committee  in  closing  desires  to  express  its  sat- 
isfaction for  the  work  performed  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
Z.  during  the  year,  which  lent  interest  to  the  Chapters, 
dignity  to  the  Order  and  was  a  source  of  strength  to  the 
Companions,  also  to  the  officers  who  assisted  so  mater- 
ially in  the  despatch  of  the  work,  and  to  none  more  so 
than  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 

A.  Shaw, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  seconded  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  W.  G.  Reid,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand 
Z.'s  address  be  received  and  adopted. 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  PAST  GRAND  Z. 

The  Committee  appointed  at  last  Annual  Convocation 
to  procure  and  present  Grand  Chapter's  testimonial  to  the 
immediate  Past  Grand  First  Principal,  M.  E.  Comp.  Geo. 
Moore,  submitted  the  following  report : 
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To  F.  W .  Harcourt,  K.C.,  M.  B.  Grand  Z.,  and  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions  : 

On  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  to  procure  a  testi- 
monial to  be  presented  to  M.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore  on  his 
retirement  from  the  office  of  Grand  First  Principal,  I  beg  to 
report  that  the  committee  procured  a  beautiful  tea  service  of 
solid  silver.  This  was  presented  to  the  Most  Excellent  Com- 
panion at  a  regular  convocation  of  The  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2, 
Hamilton,  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Harcourt,  Grand  Z.,  on  the  28th  of 
April,  1911.  Many  members  of  Grand  Chapter  were  present,  and 
the  attendance  of  Companions  of  The  Hiram  and  other  Hamilton 
Chapters  was-  very  large.  M.  E.  Comp.  Moore  accepted  the 
testimonial  in  a  felicitous  speech,  and  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee are  gratified  to  learn  that  Mrs.  Moore  was  pleased  with 
the  selection  made. 

A.  T.  Freed, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  T.  Freed,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
procure  and  present  the  testimonial  from  Grand  Chapter  to  Past 
Grand    First    Principal   George  Mcore   be   received   and  adopted. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT. 

The  following  with  reference  to  the  communication 
from  Utah  was  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence : 

M.  B.  Sir  and  Companions: 

Your  Committee  has  had  presented  to  it  for  consid- 
eration a  letter  from  the  recently  formed  Grand  Chapter 
of  Utah,  requesting  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada  and  an  exchange  of  representatives.  Your 
Committee  has  had  no  time  to  enquire  into  the  conditions 
under  which  this  Grand  Chapter  was  organized,  and  as  its 
establishment  presents  features  which  require  more  than 
passing  attention  your  Committee  would  respectfully  re- 
quest that  the  matter  be  deferred  until  next  Annual  Con- 
vocation, so  that  due  inquiry  may  be  prosecuted  in  the 
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interval  and  an  intelligent  report  be  presented  then  to  this 
Grand  body. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  J.  Bennett, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  supplementary  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence  be  received  and  adopted. 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  to  enable  the 
districts  to  select  their  Grand  Superintendents  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

On  Grand  Chapter  resuming  labor,  the  following 
nominations  were  submitted  to  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z., 
who  was  pleased  to  approve  in  each  case  and  the  selec- 
tions were  confirmed. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Webster,  M.D.,  West 

Lome  St.  Clair  Dist.  No.  1 
"  W.  J.  Fear,  Aylmer  London  "  "  2 
"  W.  B.  Joyce,  Brantford  Wilson  "  "  3 
"  J.  H.  Cowan,  Gait  Wellington  "  "  4 
"  G.  A.  Griffiths,  Hamilton  Hamilton  "  "  5 
"  D.  D.  Campbell,  Listowel  Huron  "  "  6 
"  A.  N.  Lindsay,  St.  Cath- 
arines Niagara  "  "  7 
"  W.  S.  Milne,  Toronto  Toronto  "  "  8 
"  C.  T.  Stephens,  Collingwood  Georgian  "  "  9 
"  W.  H.  Harper,  Norwood  Ontario  "  "  10 
"  W.  N.  Ponton,  Belleville  Pr.  Edward  "  "11 
A.  B.  Munro,  Gananoque  vSt.  Lawrence  "  "  12 
"  W.  H.  G.  Garrioch,  Ottawa  Ottawa  "  "  13 
"  H.  G.  Gorham,  Rainy  River  /Vlgoma  "  "  14 
"  J.  W.  Johnston,  Dauphin  Manitoba  E.  "  "  15 
"  R.  G.  Willis,  Boissevain  Manitoba  W.  "  "  15a 
"  William  Burns,  Vancouver  Br.  Columbia  "  "  16 
"  Geo.  Hill,  Calgary  Alberta  N.  "  "  17 
"  N.  T.  Macleod,  Lethbridge  Alberta  S.  "  "17a 
"      W.  H.  Sutherland,  M.D., 

Revelstoke                             Kootenay  "  "  18 

"      G.  A.  Munroe,  Saskatoon      Saskatch'n  N.  "  "  19 

"     J.  H.  Sharpe,  Weyburn           Saskatch'n  S.  "  "  19a 
"          "      F.  W.  Haynes,  New  Lis- 

kearcl                                     New  Ontario  "  "  20 

K 
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ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  election  of  Grand  officers  was  then  proceeded 
with.  The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  having  apointed  R.  E. 
Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  as  chairman  of  the  scrutineers  of  the 
ballot,  the  results  of  the  elections  were  declared  as  fol- 
lows : 

M.E.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Harcourt,  Toronto,  Grand  Z.    )  r        , 

R.  E.       "     Daniel  F.  Macwatt,  Sarnia,  Grand  H.    ^r.t 

W.  S.  R.  Murch,  Kingston,  Grand  J.    J  Louncl1 

Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

G.  S.  McGregor,  Neepawa,  Grand  Scribe  N. 

M.E.       "     Geo.  Moore,  Hamilton,  Grand  Treasurer 

R.  E.       "      W.  S.  Ormiston,  Uxbridge,  Grand  Prin.  Sojourner 

Wm.  Spittal,  London,  Grand  Registrar 

Jas.  M.  Pritchard,  Toronto,  Grand  Janitor 

The  following  Companions  were  elected  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year: 

R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey   White    Toronto 

"      W.  T.  Toner  Collingwood 

"     A.  T.  Freed  Hamilton 

"      Wm.   Forbes    Grimsby 

"     John  Graham    London 

NEXT  PLACE   OF    MEETING. 

Toronto  being  the  only  place  nominated  for  the  Fifty- 
fifth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  on  the 
fourth  Wednesday  in  February,  1913,  that  city  was 
declared  to  be  the  unanimous  choice  of  Grand  Chapter. 

BENEVOLENCE  COMMITTEE. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  White,  and 

Resolved, — That  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding  be  continued  a 
member  of  the  Commitee  on  Benevolence  for  the  term  of  three 
years. 

The  following  Companions  comprise  the  Committee 
on  Benevolence  and  are  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  Grand  Chapter  for  their  respective  terms : 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson  retires  in 1913 

R.   E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  retires  in 1914 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding  retires  in 1915 
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THE  RETIRING  GRAND  TREASURER. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  T.  Freed,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  this  Grand  Chapter  desires  to  express  its 
appreciation  of  and  gratitude  for  the  signal  services  rendered 
to  Capitular  Masonry  by  M.  E.  Comp.  William  Gibson,  P.G.Z., 
and  regrets  very  much  that  pressure  of  business  compels  him  to 
retire  from  active  official  service  in  Grand  Chapter;  and 

That  the  Grand  Council  prepare  and  have  engrossed  a  suit- 
able address,  expressive  of  the  above,  and  have  same  presented 
to  the  M.  E.  Companion. 

PROXY  VOTE  IN  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  T.  Freed,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  and 

Resolved, — That  Section  17  of  the  Constitution  be  repealed 
and  the  following  substituted  therefor: 

"  In  case  all  the  representative  officers  of  a  Chapter  (the  Z., 
the  H.,  and  the  J.)  be  unable  to  attend  the  Grand  Convocation, 
the  Chapter  may,  by  open  vote,  select  any  Past  First  Principal 
(who  shall  be  a  member  of  this  Grand  Chapter)  as  its  repre- 
sentative at  the  then  next  ensuing  convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  and  such  representative  or  proxy  shall  be  entitled  to 
cast  the  vote  of  the  Chapter  appointing  him.  The  credentials 
of  a  Companion  acting  as  proxy  for  a  Chapter  must  contain  in 
writing  the  resolution  of  the  Chapter  giving  the  proxy,  signed 
by  the  First  Principal  and  Scribe  E.  of  the  Chapter  on  the 
authorized  form.  No  Companion  can  represent  more  than  one 
Chapter.  A  Chapter  may  submit  an  alternate  name ;  and  the 
alternate  shall  represent  the  Chapter  in  case  the  first  named 
Companion  shall  have  accepted  another  proxy.  The  names  of 
the  proxy  and  the  alternate  shall  be  sent  by  registered  letter  to 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  Annual  Con- 
vocation of  the  Grand  Chapter.  In  the  event  of  the  representa- 
tive officers  and  proxy  of  a  Chapter  being  absent,  the  senior 
Past  First  Principal  of  the  Chapter  present  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  vote  of  his  Chapter." 

DIVISION  OF  DISTRICTS. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Ducker,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  Manitoba  District,  No.  15,  be  divided; 
that  the  Chapters  at  Winnipeg,  Portage  la  Prairie,  Neepawa  and 
Dauphin  form  one  district,  to  be  known  as  Manitoba  District, 
No.  15,  and  that  the  Chapters  at  Brandon,  Boissevain,  Hartney 
and  Rivers  form  a  second  district,  to  be  known  as  Manitoba 
District,  No.  15A,  and  that  the  Constitution  be  amended  accord- 
ingly. 
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In  the  absence  of  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  E.  Bedingfield,  it 
was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  seconded 
by  V.  E.  Comp.  E.  Nelson  Brown,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  Chapters  located  at  Medicine  Hat,  Leth- 
bridge,  Pincher  Creek,  Macleod  and  High  River  be  formed  into 
a  separate  district,  to  be  called  Alberta  District  South,  No.  17  A, 
and  that  the  Chapters  located  at  Calgary,  Wetaskiwin  and  Ed- 
monton comprise  a  district  to  be  known  as  Alberta  District,  No. 
17,  and  that  the  Constitution  be  amended  therewith. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  McCauley,  sec- 
onded by  M.  E.  Comp.  Leslie,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  Constitution  be  amended  by  dividing 
the  district  known  as  Saskatchewan  District,  No.  19,  and  that 
the  Chapters  located  north  of  the  main  line  of  the  C.  P.  R.  be 
included  in  a  new  district  to  be  called  the  North  Saskatchewan 
District  No.  19  A. 

DUTIES  OF  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  A.  Clark,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  and 

Resolved, — That  Section  46  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
by  inserting  the  word  "  not "  after  the  word  "  shall  "  in  the  first 
line. 

The  section  will  now  read  :  "  He  shall  not  have  power 
to  grant  dispensations  for  public  festivals  or  processions 
in  his  district." 

RE  RESTORATION  OF  CHAPTER  WARRANT. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  K.  J.  Dunstan,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  and 

Resolved, — That  all  words  after  "  others  "  in  the  fifth  line  of 
Section  81  be  expunged. 

OFFICERS  INSTATED. 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  assisted  by  M.  E.  Comp.  John 
Leslie,  then  proceeded  with  the  installation  and  investi- 
ture of  the  newly-elected  officers  of  Grand  Chapter,  who 
were  proclaimed  and  saluted  according 
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VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Macwatt,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  Toronto  Masonic  Hall 
Trust  for  the  use  of  the  rooms,  and  to  the  Companions  of  the 
Toronto  Chapters,  for  their  kindly  attention  and  fraternal  re- 
ception to  the  officers  and  members  of  Grand  Chapter,  as  well 
as  for  the  arrangements  made  for  the  Fifty-fourth  Annual  Con- 
vocation of  this  Grand  body. 

APPOINTMENTS  TO  OFFICE. 

The  following  appointments  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
Z.  were  subsequently  announced : 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.    H.    Spencer Trenton 

"      H.T.Smith  Toronto 

"     D.  H.  Mcintosh Carleton  Place 

"      C.    W.    Haentschel Haileybury 

"     K.  J.  Dunstan   Toronto 

ASSISTANT  OFFICERS. 

V.  E.  Comp.  John  McKnight,  Toronto,     Grand  Senior  Sojourner 

"      VV.  F.  McGiverin,  Hamilton,  "  Junior  Sojourner 

R.  E.        "     Jas.  B.  Nixon,  Toronto,  "  Lecturer 

V.  E.       "     PVank  E.  Harley,  London,  "  Sword  Bearer 

"     R.  W.  Wallace,  Simcoe,  "  Master  1st  Veil 

"     R.  H.  Robinson,  Orangeville,  "  Master  2nd  Veil 

"     L.  C.  Jackson,  Seaforth,  "  Master  3rd  Veil 

W.  Hyndman,  Smith's  Falls,  "  Master  4th  Veil 

"     T.  H.  Hooper,  Winnipeg,  "  Standard    Bearer 

"     J.  deC.  Hepburn,  Picton,  "  D.  of  Ceremonies 
"     F.  McB.  Young,  Prince 

Rupert,  "  Organist 

"     Thos.  J.  Ivey,  Toronto,  "  Pursuivant 

"     J.  H.  Purdy,  Cobourg,  "  Steward 

"     T.  F.  English,  Calgary,  "  Steward 

"     J.  W.  McCallum,  North  Bay,  "  Steward 

D.  G.  Ramage,  Regina,  "  Steward 
"     D.  McK.  Mitchell,  Fort 

William,  "  Steward 
J.  J.  Harriman,  Niagara 

Falls,  "  Steward 

R.  G.  Graham,  Gananoque,  "  Steward 

David  Huether,  Wiarton,  "  Steward 

Thos.  Robertson,  Prince  "  Steward 

Albert,  "  Steward 

"     J.  H.  Rodd,  Windsor,  "  Steward 
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The  labors   of   Grand   Chapter   being  ended,   it  was 
closed  in  Amplt?  Form  at  4.30  o'clock  p.m. 


Toronto,  February  28th,  1912. 


Grand  Scribe  B. 


CHAPTER  RETURNS 


No 

Name  of  Chapter. 

Where  Held. 

Regular  Convocation. 

1 

Anct.  Frontenao  and 

Third  Friday 

2 

The  Hiram 

Hamilton 

London 

Fourth  Friday 

3 

Fourth  Wednesday  .... 
Third  Friday 

4 

St.  And.  and  St.  John's 

5 

6 

7 

St.  John's 

Hamilton 

Belleville 

Second  Thursday 

8 

King  Solomon's 

Fourth  Thursday 

15 

16 

Third  Friday 

18 

Oxford 

Third  Friday 

Friday  on  or  b.  f.  m. . . . 

19 
20 

Mount  Moriah 

St.  Catharines 

22 

Second  Tuesday 

23 

Ezra 

24 

26 

St.  Mark's 

27 

28 

29 

Third  Friday 

Third  Tuesday 

30 

Goderich 

31 

Prince  Edward 

32 

Gait 

34 

Signet 

Barrie 

Whitby.. . 

Second  Tuesday 

35 

Third  Friday 

36 

Peterborough 

37 

Victoria 

Guelph 

40 

Guelph 

Second  Friday 

41 

44 

45 

Excelsior 

Colborne 

46 

47 

Wellington 

Second  Thursday 

48 

50 

Third  Tuesday 

52 

Prince  Rupert 

First  Thursday 

53 

Third  Wednesday 

54 

St.  Thomas 

Second  Thursday 

55 

Thursday  af.  f.  m 

56 

Georgian 

Owen  Sound 

Port  Colborne 

Mattawa 

Third  Tuesday 

57 

King  Hiram 

First  Thursday 

58 

Pembroke 

Third  Tuesday 

59 

Third  Friday 

60 

First  Wednesday 

61 

62 

York 

Fourth  Wednesday  .... 

63 

Third  Friday 

64 

Welland 

Last  Wednesday 

65 

St.  Paul's 

Second  Wednesday .... 

66 

The  Malloch... 

Third  Monday 

67 

68 

North  Augusta 

Friday  af .  f .  m 

69 

70 

Third  Thursday 

71 
72 

Prince  of  Wales 

Amherst  burg 

First  Friday .    

Thursday  b.  f.  m 

73 

Erie 

74 

75 

St.  Clair 

Thursday  af .  f .  m 

76 

Niagara  Falls,  C 

Friday  on  or  b.  f.  m 

77 

*7S 

Parkhill 

79 

Fourth  Thursday 

80 

Ark 

Windsor 

81 

82 

Third  Wednesday 

83 

Tuesday  af .  f.  m 

84 

Third  Tuesday 

86 

Second  Thursday 

*88 

First  Thursday 

90 

Golden 

Third  Friday 

91 

Third  Monday 

94 

Midland 

Lindsay 

Third  Thursday 

95 

Seoond  Tuesday 

98 

Becond  Wednesday. . . . 

99 

Portage  la  Prairie .... 

First  Friday 

100 

First  Thursday 

101 

Corinthian 

Boissevain 

Second  Wednesday .... 
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26 
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30 
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50 
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53 
54 
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60 
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63 
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65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
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72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
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79 
80 
81 


John  Pearson 

Alex.  O'Dell 

W.R.  Bishop 

S.  Singer,  M.D 

E.  W.  G.  Quantz.. 
Thos.  H.  Hayhurst 
Wm.  Thompson.  . . 
C.  H.  B.  Johnson.. 

Isaac  Newton 

Geo.  Parker 

Geo.  Dingwall 

Ed.  N.  Potter 

F.  S.  Blain 

E.  D.  Perrin 

L.  F.  Aiken 

H.  W.  Baker 

B.  S.  Hooey 

John  Mair 

M.  L.  Argall 

W.  T.  Congdon 

G.  L.  Parsons 

J.  M.  Branscombe. 

J.  H.  Cowan 

R.  J.  Sprott 

A.  E.  Christian .... 

T  H.  Gillespie 

H.  A.  Fortner 

W.  G.  Stephenson. 
A.  J.  Hartley.  .... 
Geo.  T.  Walters... 

F.  M.  Brintnell..  .  . 

T.  L.  Sinclair 

J.  G.  Martin 

James  Gulland.  .  .  . 
A.  G.   Fortune.  .  .  . 

C.  B.  Handcock.  .  . 

J.  E.  Wismer 

J.  C.  Spencer 

W.  E.  Lvall 

D.  Russell  Dobie  .  . 

C  D.  Winn 

S.  C.  MacDonald  .  . 
Albert  L.  Stein.  . .  . 
P.  J.  Anderson.  .  .  . 
W.  C.  Pollock  .... 
Chas.  F.  Brookes .  . 
M.  J.  MacPherson. 
Jas.  Bampton  .... 

A.  J.  Reade 

Harry  E.  Jeffery  .  . 
A.  L.  Patterson  .  .  . 

J.  B.  Love 

R.  Winner 

Wm.  Fraser 

R,  L.  Wigle 

T.  H.  Ketcheson  .  . 

D.  Willson 

W.  J.  Hamilton.  .  . 
A.  A.  Armstrong.  . 
R.  G.  Murray 

G.  E.  Montgomery 

T.  H.  Newell 

J.  J.  Gilmour 

Jno.  Master 

J.  H.  Dalton 


82  J.  S.  McNulty.. 


83 
84 
86 

-8S 
90 
91 
94 
95 
98 
99 

100 


W.  M  Green 
W.  A.  Campbell.. 
Joseph  Jordan.  .  . 
Rev.  N.  Lindsay. 
Wm.  Whitaker.  .  . 
Jas.  Herriott 
Frank  Webster. .  . 
A.  D.  Meldrum.  .  . 

J.  H.  Roaf 

Wm.  MacCuaig. .  . 
R.  W.  Davidson   . 


101  IS.  Greave? 


W  M.  Campbell .  . 
Geo.  H.  Lanigan. 
Oliver  Ellwood  .  . 
C.  B.  Mulholland 

Wm.  Spittal 

Geo.  H.  Britton.  . 
Wm.  McKeown .  . 

A.  L.  Tinker 

Alex.  K.  Wanless. 
Jno.  B.Wright..  . 
H.  A.  Biggins.  .  .  . 

A.  N.  Lindsay. . . 
W.  E.  Greensides 
Jno.  F.  Graham.  . 

R.  E.  Gunton 

Jno.  Stevenson  .  . 

B.  H.  Siddall.... 
T.  E.  Hawkins... 
J.  F.  Grierson  . .  . 

J.  R.  Robb 

John  Straiton...  . 
John  L.  Gray  don.. 

Chas.  Blake 

John  N.  Hobley.  . 
W.M.V'nValk'nbg 
W.  H.  Walkey... 

J.  W.  Sanders 

H.  H.  Dean 

J.  F.  Williams 

E  J.Walters 

James  Thorne  .  .  . 

A.  Carman 

W.  H.  Benson  .  .  . 

Robt.  Buck  

W.  B.  Thompson. 

F.  W.  Brownell.  . 
John  Sinclair.  .  .  . 

W.  E.  Idsardi 

Richard  Briggs .  .  . 
Robt.  Douglass.  . 

J.  R.  Tuck 

A.  Borrowman  .  .  . 
Jonathan  Greene. 

J.  R.  Stallard 

W.  H.  McCarthy  . 

E.  C.  Coath 

J.  A.  MacKenzie  . 
George  Wells 
Sydney  H .  Jones. 
R.S.Hays 

C.  Scudamore. .  .  . 

G.  A  Love. 

P.  Falconbridge. .  . 

F.  P.  Warne 

F.  L.  Lovegrove  . 
H.  H.  Alger,  M.D. 

A.  Long 

J.  H.  Argue 

Wm.  Panton 

Rich.  Sloggett 

Geo.  K.  Clemens. . 

Wm.  Dawson 

J.  A.  C.  Stewart.  . 

D.  A .    Chater  .  .  . 

J.E.Richards 

A.  M.  Frank 

D.  McPherson .... 
H.  E.  W.  Tamlyn 

J.  D.  Hamill 

John  Watson.  . .  . 
H.  S.  Galloway  .  . 

R.  J.  Hoidge 

G.S.Patrick 

E.  A.  Hill 

Wm    Burns 

W.  R.  Grieves  . .  . 

A.  Graham 

P.  J.  Osborn 


107 

315 

301 

167 

208 

300 

165 

216 

219 

201 

69 

148 

179 

68 

146 

161 

83 

140 

94 

73 

89 

162 

109 

229 

71 

126 

122 

81 

83 

82 

74 

54 

162 

64 

31 

399 

99 

227 

38 

120 

28 

53 

131 

94 

64 

88 

63 

106 

201 

65 

122 

26 

95 

77 

109 

57 

46 

70 

59 

161 

393 

73 

114 

204 

93 

143 

74 

41 

66 
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101 

114 

118 

84 

329 

86 

86 
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A.  W.  Duniop   .  .  . 
H.  J.  MeAusIan . 
W.  T.  Marlatt  .  .  . 

G.  J.  Davis 

Geo.I.Black,  M.D. 
C.  D.  Bouck.  .  .  . 
R.  M.  Nichol.M.D 

Harry  Cox 

L.  A.  LaPierre. .  . 
G.  H.  Findlay  .  .  . 

Jas.  D.  Weir 

C.  E.  Macdonald. 
Thos.  Rowley .  .  .  . 
W.  E.  Zwicky  .  .  . 

W.  J.  Jolly 

A.  W.  Morgan  .  .  . 
J.  H.  Lemmon.  .  . 
John  G  Gamon  .  . 
T.  H.  Banfield  .  . 

G.  W.  Elliott 

Geo.  Merrifield .  .  . 

J.  B.  Scott 

Robt.  P.  Nichols. 
Geo.  McAulay  .  .  . 
J.  E.  Johnston.  .  . 
R.  J.  Webster  ..  . 

C.  Nichols 

N.  V.  Pipher. 

Chester  Asling.  .  . 
W.  G.  Pollock  .  .  . 
J.  S.  Volume 

A.  B.  Rice 

B.  W.  Squire 

C.  E.  Read 

J.   R.   Noble 

John  Matthews  .  . 

J.  H.  Munro 

Geo.  Drewry  .  .    . 

P.  W.  Rogers 

Thos.  Blackmore. 
A.  J.  Davison  .  .  . 
A.  R.  Metcalfe.  .  . 

R.  W.  Race 

H.  J.  Heath 

J.  H.  Leach 

D.  J.   Gillan 

J.  G.  Dalgety 

A.  L.  Bell 

Chas.  C.    Fortune 
A.  E.  Fry.....    . 

J.  G.  Edwards.  .  . 
James  Lockwood. 
Geo.  D.  Stanley.  . 
G.  E.  Coombs  .  .  . 

H.  Watson 

J.  E.  Caldwell  .  .  . 
Caspar  Clark  .... 

D.  F.    Webster.. 

A.  R.  Orme 

T.  C.  Yeoward... 
A.  C.  Adams.  .  .  . 

E.  J.  Free,  M.D.. 

F.  W.  Haynes... 
T.  S  MacLeod.  .. 
F.  W.  Bryant.  .. 
Geo.  McManus  .  . 

F.  C.   Zabel 

Wm.  J.  Cook 

R.  A.  Thompson  . 
Robt.  Patterson  . 
Jno  Kemmis  .  .  . 
D.  H.  Morrison  ... 
F.  R.  Exham.  .  .  . 

W.  A.  Neal 

N.  T.  Brown 

J.  J.  Jackson  .... 
J.  N.  de  Stein.  .  .  . 
Rev.  Win.  Smythe 
R.  W.  Brennan  .  . 


2  £  M 

R.  G.  Campbell 
J.  J.  Campbell  .  . 

W.O.Joyce 

J.  N.  Rankin  .... 
P.  S.  Ewing 

B.  A.  Herring  .  .  . 
John  Ridley  .... 
Hugh  Macdonald . 

J.  E.   Lilley 

A.H.Edwards.... 
G.  De  Kieinhans  . . 
Jas.  J.  Duniop. .  .  . 
A.  T.  Bristow.  .  . 
John  Simpson  .  .  . 
Jno.  M.Shaw.M.D. 

J.  W.  Junkin 

Geo.  Johnstone  .  . 

A.  J.  Brine 

A.  C.  Shank  land. 
Wm.  W.  McNeely 
Jno.  F.  Doyle. . 
Rev.C.A.Procumer 
Wm.  Babb .  .  . 
P.  J.  Scott,  M.D. 
J.  A.  McKinnon. 
A.  B.  Munro  .  .  . 
Geo.  W.  Fluker.  . 
W.  H.    Bick.... 

V.  M.  Hare 

J.  W.  Bradley.. 
Wm.J.  J.  Morrison 
J.J.  Linton.  .  .  . 

A.  Primrose 

R.  H.  Neeland... 
J .  M .  Jerrom .... 

C.  Parnham 

G.  H.  McDougall . 
Vernon  Coulter  .  . 

Harry  Leeson 

R.  A.  Hunter  .  .  . 

W.  W.  Hill 

Jno.  Wilson 

H.  G.  C.  Ledger.  . 

C.  C.  Reed 

J.  P.  Miller,  jr 

Colin  Russel 

Wm.  W.  Stover.  . 
W.  G.  Radford... 
Albert  S.  Armes.  . 

C.  D.  Batty 

E.  F.  Lloyd 

John  Jones 

P.  G.  Thomas  . .  . 
Jno.  McMillan  .  .  . 

Will  J.  Hill 

Chas.  A.  Smith  .  . 

F.  Matthews 

D.  M.  Leitch 

Jas.  Neilson 

E.  J.  Shaver 

M.  S.  Keller 

W.  E.  Carnahan  . 
T.  E.  Armstrong  . 
H.  O.  Partridge .  . 
H.  E.  Hunt  .... 
H.  G.  Hoare 

G.  M.  Bowman  .  . 
Geo.  D.  Clark  .  .  . 
W.  F.  McGiverin. 
J.  B.  Sutherland  . 

\  F.  Cross 

W.  E.  Burritt  .  .  . 

T.  F.  Rogers 

L.  Wright 

F.  W.D.Thompson 
S.  C.  Court 


Jno.  A.  North  .  .  . 
J.  R.  Buhner 
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72 
35 

189 
94 
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100 
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72 
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57 
84 
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54 
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44 

122 
69 
54 
51 
45 
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39 
69 

116 
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31 
49 
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32 

108 
58 
68 
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70 
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No. 

Name  of  Chapter. 

Where  Held. 

Regular  Convocation. 

102 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 

North  Bay 

103 

First  Friday 

104 

White  Oak 

Third  Tuesday 

106 

First  Tuesday 

110 

Warkworth 

St.  John's 

Covenant 

Bonnechere 

112 

113 

Third  Wednesday 

114 

115 

116 

Carleton  Place 

Berlin 

117 

Third  Friday 

118 

North  Star 

Second  Tuesday 

119 

King  Cyrus 

Tuesday  af.  f.  m 

120 

121 

Wascana g 

122 

123 

Nelson 

New  Westminster. . . . 

Cranbrook 

Medicine  Hat 

Third  Wednesday 

124 

125 
126 

Rocky  Mountain 

Second  Tuesday 

Third  Thursday 

Third  Wednesday 

127 

128 

129 

Elliot 

Mitchell 

Second  Tuesday  af.  f.  m 

130 

Southampton 

131 

First  Thursday 

132 

133 

Smith's  Falls, 

134 

135 

Uxbridge 

136 

King  Edward 

Second  Wed.  af.  f.  m. . 

137 

138 

Shekinah 

139 

St.  Andrew's 

140 

Fort  William 

Fort  William 

*141 

142 

Third  Wednesday 

143 

144 

Brighton 

145 

The  St.  Patrick 

Bernard 

Third  Saturday 

146 

Friday  af .  f.  m 

147 

Lucknow 

Thursday  af.  f.  m  ..... 

148 

Vankleek  Hill 

Rainy  River 

149 

Third  Thursday 

150 

Fourth  Friday' 

Third  Thursday 

*151 

Laurentian 

Pembroke 

Fort  Frances 

152 

Alberton 

Third  Thursday 

153 

Sombra 

Third  Wednesday 

154 

Klondike 

Fourth  Thursday 

155 

Ancaster 

156 

157 

Okanagan 

Thursday  af.  f.m 

158 

159 

Golden  West 

160 

Third  Tuesday 

161 

Madoc 

162 

Third  Thursday 

163 

The  Beaches 

164 
165 

Lome  ...    

West  Lome 

Friday  on  or  b.  f.  m .  .  .  . 
Third  Friday 

166 

Moose  Mountain 

Thursday  af.  f.m 

167 

Midland 

Campbellford 

New   Liskeard 

Sintaluta 

168 

169 

170 

Temiskaming 

Golden  Compass 

Rabboni    

First  Wednesday 

Second  Tues.  af.  f.m . . . 

171 

172 

First  Thursday 

173 

174 

Third  Thursday 

175 

The  Hamilton 

Bekah  

Third  Tuesdav 

176 

177 

Pincher  Creek 

Prince  Rupert 

Calgary 

178 

Third  Wednesday 

First  Thursday 

First  Tuesday 

Third  Thursday 

Fourth  Thursday 

First  Friday 

179 

180 

Estevan 

181 

Battleford 

Battleford  .  . 

182 

183 

Mount  Sinai 

Rivers 

184 

Hugh  Murray 

185 

Toronto    

Toronto  

Second  Monday 

*No  Returns. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Number  of  Chapters  157. 

Number  of  Members,  December  31st,  1910 14,721 

Registrations  "  1911 1,343 

"  Joinings  "  "   244 

"  Restorations  "   21 

1,608 

Withdrawals  "  "   218 

"  Suspensions  "  "   ,.       222 

Deaths  "  "   141 

581 

Net  Gain 1,027 

Total  Membership,  December  31st,  1911 1 5,748 

SUSPENSIONS. 

No.  2.  Arthur  J.  Clarke,  J.  Dudley,  Robt.  B.  Gardner,  J.  W. 
Ross,  Wm,  J.   Suterby,  Jacob  Watts. 

No.  3.  James  Clark,  Wm.  R.  Dunn,  J.  H.  Herrick,  F.  J.  Lay- 
man, F.  G.  L.  Moore,  Joseph  O'Brien,  F.  W.  Richards, 
F.  II.  Taylor,  R.  G.  Wilson. 

No.  5.  John  H.  Hubert,  Rich.  W.  Evans,  John  P.  Element,  F. 
Yocurn,  Jas.  T.  Thomson,  Alex.  McLean,  A.  Zimmer- 
man. 

No.  6.  Soutag,  R.  G.  Calder,  David  Bell,  M.  J.  Skidden,  John  M. 
Ross,  J.  Levy,  G.  L.  Weatherall,  C.  Yuker,  J.  D.  Mc- 
Kav,  H.  Harvev,  ).  H.  Wynn,  J.  D.  Turnbull,  John  C. 
Campbell,  A.  P.  Nicol. 

No.     7.  E.  T.  Austin,  H.  T.  Carr,  Geo.  B.  Wilson. 

No.  18.  W.  J.  Moore.  D.  Buchanan,  C.  E.  Burkes,  T.  Baird,  C.  A. 
Pyne. 

No.  20.  John  F,  Griffith,  James  Neil,  Geo.  T.  Harwood,  E.  C. 
Ashton. 

No.  23.  John  F.  Thompson. 

No.  26.   N.  Parliament,  B.  McAlpine,  E.  McDonald,  R.  S.  Jones. 

No.  30.  Robt.  W.  Jones,  J.  T.  Videan,  Wm.  Young. 

No.  31.  F.  E.  McDonald,  Jno.  W.  Conger,  Peter  H.  Fox,  R.  C. 
Gorstine,    Geo.    A.    Barragher,    D.    G.    McPhail,    M. 

Wright. 

No.  37.  J.    G.    Oliver,    H.    T.    Crocker,    A.    H.    Randall,    H.    L. 
-  Walker,  E.  W.  Sargeant. 

No.  44.   Wm.  Rankin,  Albert  E.  Battle. 

No.  47.  Wm.  I.  Owens,  Wm.  R.  Veale. 

No.  50.  R.   E.   Richardson,  John   II.   Clark. 
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No.  53.  J.    Thompson. 

No.  54.  D.  H.  Ford,  H.  H.  Telford,  P.  C.  Earlis,  F.  E.  Bartlett, 
J.  S.  Atkinson,  R.  K.  Snyder. 

No.  56.  Wm.  Bethtine,  Angus  J.  McNab,  Charles  H.  Knight. 

No.  62.  T.  Heron,  B.  Hardie,  Geo.  A.  MacKay,  Thomas  Trench, 
C.  Brooker. 

No.  63.  A.  McG.  Grahame,  P.  J.  Scott,  J.  K.  M.  Gordon,  G. 
Bissett,  A.  Campbell. 

No.  64.  Casper  Ramey. 

No.  69.  Geo.  Dench,  W.  Z.  Goffe,  A.  Colle,  A.  V.  Cline. 

No.  71.  W.  A.  Wanless,  T.  A.  Patterson,  J.  A.  Burk,  C.  R. 
Kreighoff. 

No.  72.  J.  A.  Nugent,  C.  A.  Bleecker,  G.  A.  Werse,  H.  Dobrusky, 
J.  F.  Reid. 

No.  73.  J.  W.   Baley.   Geo.  Johns,  J.   D.   Brien. 

No.  76.  Robert  Gott,  Alex.  Makie. 

No.  77.  G.  D.  Hunt.  C.  Kellar,  Ed.  Leadley,  R.  T.  Martin,  T. 
Pardoc,  D.  Tulloch,  J.  Miller,  Thos.  C.  Smith. 

No.  84.  G.  P.  Duncan,  J.  A.  Taylor,  S.  H.  Jackson,  J.  Fox,  P.  J. 
Bishop.,   H.  James. 

No.  86.  James  Gilson,  James  R.  Rorke. 

No.  98.  R.  D.  Featherstonhaugh,  R.  Hughes,  C.  E.  Keefer,  Wm. 
McCulloch. 

No.  103.  J.  D.  Bruells,  A.  McLeod,  J.  E.  Tracey,  W.  A.  Martyn, 
W.  H.  Milne,  E.  S.  Senkler,  W.  C.  Wickett,  W. 
Boucher,  J.  E.  Hill,  M.  McLeod,  T.  H.  Torrance,  J.  H. 
Card,  H.  A.  West,  Milton  Carr,  D.  S.  Humphrey,  D. 
Clark,  W.  M.  Carmical,  H.  O'Neil,  S.  D.  Briden,  J. 
Sears,  T.  H.  Brooks,  C.  L.  Russell. 

No.  115.  John  Ruddle,  W.   H.   Strachan. 

No.  116.  Geo.  H.  Ashman. 

No.  117.  James  McTavish,  T.  W.  Saunders. 

No.  118.  Fred.  McDonald. 

No.  123.  David  LaBau,  J.  Dover,  John  McKav,  P.  A.  McLennan, 
Geo.   P.  Wells. 

No.  124.  J.  T.  L.  Downs. 

No.  128.  H.  A.  Masquellette,  F    Shipley,  Albert  Ross. 

No.  129.  F.  W.  Heal,  W.  J.  Thompson,  W.  P.  Keer,  C.  M. 
French,  Wm.  Campbell. 
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No.  135.  Wm.  Jamieson,  J.  C.  Dennison,  H.  W.  Madell,  J.  A. 
Miller,   G.   E.   Grefillan. 

No.  136.  J.  M.  B.  Belford,  J.  J.  McFadden,  E.  J.  Harris,  T. 
Morton,  W.  T.   Speed,  F.  W.  Bryant. 

No.  138.  W.  A.  Barcley. 

No.  140.  W.  H.  Thompson. 

No.  145.  R.  H.  Brown,  H.  O.  Crane,  C.  E.  Fice,  W.  M.  Finch, 
G  O.  P.  Fricke,  Jas.  Fiddes,  R.  A.  Macpherson,  Wm. 
Gardner,  W.  E.  Hijon,  R.  M.  Mclntyre,  C.  E.  Sutton, 
R.  A.  Shaw,  E.  D.  Walton,  H.  P.  Mills. 

No.  149.  Wm.  H.  Perrin,  G.  H.  L.  Armstrong,  C.  McTrellen,  C. 
Kennedy,  W.   H.   Thompson. 

No.  154.  W.  H.  Biggs,  R.  Mitchell,  W.  M.  Coruh,  T.  Jackman, 
C.  B.  Sims,  D.  M.  Mirton,  S.  D.  Terry,  W.  H.  Welsh. 

No.  156.  Thomas  Caroon. 

No.  159.  E.  Robertson,  F.  L.  Wetherall,  A.  W.  Thorne,  W. 
Spinks. 

No.  163.  Charles  Lyon. 

No.  167.  Roland  O.  Alexander. 

RESTORATIONS. 
No.       1.  Charles  C.  Reid. 
No.      4.  John  B.  Young. 
No.      6.  Wm.  Hover. 
No.     15.  John  C.  Neil. 
No.     18.  E.  M   Karn. 
No.    24.  Frederick   B.   Deacon. 
No.     37.  Wm.  U.  Runnalls. 
No.     56.  James  C.  Brown. 
No.    62.  Robert  J.  Gibson,  A.   P.  Brace. 
No.     76.  J.  R.  Meneke,  A.  G.   McLellan. 
No.     77.  Wm.  L.  Outhwaite. 
No.    79.  J.  E.   Parsall. 
No.    86.  Wm.  S.  Bater. 
No.    90.  Douglas  J.  Gillon. 
No.    95.  Frank  A.  Lucas. 
No.  113.  Charles  W.  Ault. 
No.  114.  A.  W.  Box,  R.  C.  Timmins. 
No.  117.  J.   W.   Miller. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

iarnw  Halters 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 

PRINCE   EDWARD   DISTRICT  No.  11 
1884-5 


DIED    17th   MAY,  1911 


NAPANEE,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

Utlliam  (Ham,  MM 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 

LONDON    DISTRICT   No.  2—1903 


DIED    17th   DECEMBER,  1911 


PARKHILL,   ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 

WILSON    DISTRICT    No.  3—1896-7 


DIED   23rd   AUGUST,  1911 


BRANTFORD,   ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

PAST  GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT— 1893 

ALGOMA   DISTRICT   No.  14 


DIED   2nd   SEPTEMBER,  1911 


KENORA,   ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 


ifflljtt  3Ft0^r 


PAST  GRAND   SCRIBE   N— 1879 


DIED   28th   MAY,  1911 


EGLINTON,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 


pljUtp  2L  Kit 


PAST   GRAND   REGISTRAR- 1895 


DIED   30th  JUNE,  1911 


TORONTO,   ONT. 
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V.  E.  COMPANION 

If arrg  Wrtgljt  3Jr« 


GRAND   PURSUIVANT— 1911 


DIED    15th   OCTOBER,  1911 


OWEN   SOUND,   ONT. 
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IratljH 

No. 

1. 

George  Thompson,  Nov.  21,  1910;  Thomas  An- 
drews, Oct.  10.  1911 ;  Joseph  Hiscock,  Nov.  29, 
1911. 

No. 

2. 

George  Dickson,  Mar.  21,  1910;  Robt.  Magness, 
Jan.  3    1911;  John  H.  Tilden,  Feb.  1,  1911. 

No. 

3. 

F.  J.  Burton,  Feb.  18;  H.  Crellin,  April  7;  Chas. 
Doe,  Feb.  8;   Geo.  W.  Heard,  Oct.   1;   F.  J. 
Lawson.    Oct.   31  ;    B.    C.   Thomas,    May  21 ; 
John   Siddons,  April  3. 

No. 

4. 

Wm.  Donaldson,  Feb.  2. 

No. 

6. 

Geo.  Baitman,  Mar.  28;  Wm.  Boyce,  Aug.  16; 
Chas.    H.    Zimmerman,    Sept.    16;    Albert    L. 
Pentecost,   June   16;   Abraham   Harris,    Sept. 
20;  D.  J.  Campbell,  June  21. 

No. 

7. 

Jno.   Cook,    May   11;   James   Wallace,   May  4; 
Gordon  Wardaugh,   Mar.  31 ;   Samuel  Armi- 
stead,  Dec.  8. 

No. 

8. 

Samuel  Barnett,  Aug.  2. 

No. 

15. 

Wm.  King,  Mar.  6;  Neil  L.  Morrison,  Aug.  9; 
John  C.  McDonald,  April  11. 

No. 

19. 

Geo.   McFarland,  Jan.  28;   Samuel   G.   Dolson, 
Oct.  12. 

No. 

20. 

Peter  H.  Cox,  Aug.  23;  John  A.  Baird,  Jan.  25. 

No. 

22. 

John  P.  Wiser,  April  30. 

No. 

24. 

Thomas    H.    Nunns,    Feb.   25;    Andrew   Tilley, 
Feb.  26;  Robert  J.  Stevenson,  May  1. 

No. 

26. 

Wm.  E.  Blakely,  Nov.  18. 

No. 

27. 

Wm.    B.    Sanders,    Jan.    4. 

No. 

29. 

Stephen  Haney,  Oct.  3 ;  Wm.  Doughen.  April  3. 
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leatfys 

No. 

30. 

Wm.  D.  Tye,  Feb.  4. 

No. 

31. 

Geo.  A.  Werden,  Oct.  10. 

No. 

34. 

D.  G.  Whealey,  June  2 ;  C.  A.  Wilson, 

Oct.  4. 

No. 

35. 

James  Pringle;  Philip  Taylor,  Dec.  22 

No. 

36. 

Wm.  J.  Martin,  Nov.  21. 

No. 

37. 

Robert  Nicholls,  March  2. 

No. 

41. 

Lewis  A.  Price,  July  6. 

No. 

44. 

Donald    Ross,    Dec.   25,    1910;    James 
May  17;  Geo.  T.  Sexsmith,  May  30. 

Walters, 

No. 

45. 

Wm.  Riley,  April  8. 

No. 

47. 

Geo.  Chalmers,  Dec.  23. 

No. 

48. 

Bert  Fair. 

No. 

52. 

David  Johnston,   Mar.  28,   1910;   E.   S.   Smith, 
Sept.  26;  I.  M.  Ross,  May  25;  Robert  Little, 
July  29 ;  W.  Short,  Aug.  26. 

No. 

56. 

Harry  J.  Wright,  Oct.  15. 

No. 

57. 

Herbert  B.  Hutton,  April  — . 

No. 

58. 

Peter  A.  Ferguson,  Nov.  — . 

.  No. 

60. 

Philip  T.  Lee,  June  30. 

No. 

62. 

John  Fisher,  May  28. 

No. 

65. 

John  A.  McGillivray,  Feb.  14;  Alexander  Dixon. 
July  14;  John  C.  Lander,  Nov.  17. 

No. 

66. 

David  Robb,  March  16. 

No. 

67. 

Peter   Marion,   March  — . 

No. 

69. 

Richard  Brierly;  F.  R.  Despard;  T.  A. 
Mar.  3 ;  J.  G.  Weeks,  July  19. 

Simpson, 

No. 

72. 

Jay  Danyes,  May  1. 

No. 

74. 

Wm.   J.   Johnston,    May  22. 
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Sratfya 

No. 

75.  John    Somerville,    Feb.    10;    Edgar   B.    Bigger, 

Dec.  10. 

No. 

77.  A.  A.  SpofTard,  April  13. 

No. 

78.  William  Caw,  M.D.,  Dec.  17. 

No. 

79.  H.  H.  Brown,  Feb.  17;  S.  Armstrong,  Feb.  28; 

James  Hewitt,  Aug.  9. 

No. 

80.  Wm.    J.   IJvesay,  Jan.  8;   H.   Finnie,  Jan.   10; 

Charles     P.    Spafford,     Oct.    14;     George   E. 

White,  Dec.  24. 

No. 

81.  Harry  Clutton,  Sept.  8. 

No. 

82.  Charles  B.   McLean,   March  28;   M.   B.  Alys- 

worth,  Aug.  — . 

No. 

83.  Wm.    Mclntyre,    Sept.    12;    Dr.   Robert   Meek, 

July  13;  Robert  G.  McCosh,  1904. 

No. 

84.  Wm.  Watson,  Oct.  14. 

No. 

90.  David  T.  Ferguson,  Sept.  2. 

No. 

91.  Charles  Caldwell,  Jan.  — ;  Robert  Ross,  Feb. 

13;   David  Todd,  Dec.  4. 

No. 

94.  Alexander  Cathro,  May  3. 

No. 

98.  John   Allan,   Oct.  20. 

No. 

99.  James  K.  Fox,  Sept.  10. 

No. 

100.  John  Easton,  Nov.  19;  R.  L.  A.  Betts,  Oct.  10. 

No. 

102.  Frederick  W.  Johnston,  Jan.  16. 

No. 

103.  M.  T.  Culbert,  G.  E.  Thompson. 

No. 

104.  James  C.  Ford,  Feb.  27. 

No. 

106.  James  Winn,  Jan.  21. 

No. 

110.  A.  M.  Sanborn,  Sept.  12. 
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No.  112.  R.   McDonnell,  April  7;  V.  H.  Moore,  James 
Stephenson,  T.  A.   Slayner,   Gordon   Serniss. 

No.  115.  Thos.  Allshire,  June  27. 

No.  117.  J.  T.  Hart,  Jan.  4. 

No.  120.  Arthur  W.   Goodenough,   April   15. 

No.  128.  Victor  Anderson,  Feb.  4. 

No.  130.  James  Dundas,  Nov.  28. 

No.  131.  Solon  W.  Cross,  Oct.  31. 

No.  132.  David  Wilson,  April  14 ;  Geo.  E.  Fales,  Mar.  17. 

No.  133.  G.  C.  Fowlie,  Nov.  10. 

No.  136.  Burton  Van  Blaricom,  Aug.  — ;  John  G.  Hun- 
ter, Nov.  13. 

No.  140.  Geo.  Dulmage,  Aug.  1. 

No.  142.  Thomas    Cairnes,    Aug.   — ;    Charles    Bridges, 

Aug,  — . 
No.  144.  Alex.  B.  Loomis,  April  23. 

No.  145.  Charles  Sparling,  March  29;  John  L.  Richard- 
son, May  12;  Frank  Deuce,  Aug.  27. 

No.  146.  B.  F.  Brooks,  Feb.  6. 

No.  157.  Alexander   Stawfield,  Aug.  20. 

No.  160.  Geo.  L.  Cook,  Feb.  27. 

No.  162.  Wm.  II.  Smith,  Sept.'  18, 

No.  165.  Theodore  Perrault,  July  14. 

No.  169.  Alex.  M.  Ross,  Feb.  3. 

No.  171.  John  E.  Johnston,  Dec.  26. 

No.  173.  Wm.  H.  Smith.. 

No.  176.  Chas.   Beecher,    March   22. 

No.  177.  Edward  J.  Mitchell,  Feb.  24. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
R.  E.  Comp.   Daniel  F.   Macwatt,   Sarnia,   Grand   H.,   President. 

BY  VIRTUE   OF  OFFICE. 

M.E.  Comp.  Robert  Hendry.  Jr Kingston 

11    J.   Ross   Robertson    ...  Toronto 

"    J.  E.  Harding  Lindsay 

"     Michael  Walsh  Ingersoll 

"     Wm.  G.  Reid Hamilton 

"     Wm.  Gibson  Beamsville 

"  "    Abraham  Shaw    Kingston 

"    John    Leslie    Winnipeg 

"  "     George  Moore  Hamilton 

"     F.  W.  Harcourt,  G.Z Toronto 

"     H.  Robertson   Collingwood 

"     Harrv  H.  Watson    Vancouver 

R.E.        "     W.  S   R.  Murch,  Grand  J Kingston 

GRAND    SrPl'.RTNTKNDENTS. 

R.E.  Comp.  D.   F.   Webster,   M.D.,   West 

Lome  St.  Clair         Dist.  No.  1 

"  W.  J.  Fear,  Aylmer                London  "  2 

"  W.   B.  Joyce,   Brantford         Wilson  "  3 

"  J.   H.   Cowan,  Gait                  Wellington  "  4 

"          "  G.   A.   Griffiths,   Hamilton       Hamilton  "  5 

"  D.  D.  Campbell,  Listowel      Huron  6 

"  A.  N.  Lindsay,  St.Catharines  Niagara 

"  W.  S.  Milne,  Toronto            Toronto  "  8 

"  C.  T.  Stephens,  Collingwood  Georgian  9 

"  W.  H.  Harper,  Norwood      Ontario  w  10 

"  W.  N.  Ponton,  Belleville        Prince  Edward  "  11 

"  A.  B.  Munro,  Gananoque       St.  Lawrence  "  12 

"  W.  H.  G.  Garrioch,  Ottawa  Ottawa  "  13 

"  H.  G.  Gorham,  Rainy  River  Algoma  "  14 

"  J.  W.  Johnston,  Dauphin       Manitoba   E.  "  15 

"  R.    G.    Willis,   Boissevain       Manitoba  W.  "  15a 

"  Wm.  Burns,  Vancouver           Br.    Columbia  "  16 

M  Geo.   Hill,   Calgary                  Alberta  N.  "  17 

"  N.  T.  MacLeod,  Lethbridge  Alberta  S.  "  17a 

"  W.     H.     Sutherland,     M.D. 

Revclstoke                                Kootenav  "  18 

"  G.  A.  Munroe,  Saskatoon       Saskatchewan  N.  "  19 

"  J.  H.  Sharpe.  Weyburn          Saskatchewan  S.  "  19a 

"  F.W'.PIaynes,  New  Liskeard  New  Ontario  "  20 

EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS. 

R.E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett.  Toronto Grand  Scribe  E. 

"     G.  S.  McGregor,  Neepawa    Grand  Scribe  N. 
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ELECTED  BY  GRAND  CHAPTER. 

R.E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White    Toronto 

"     W.  T.  Toner   Collingwood 

"    A.   T.   Freed    Hamilton 

"     Wm.    Forbes    Grimsby 

"    John   Graham    London 

APPOINTED  BY  GRAND  Z. 

R.E.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith   Toronto 

"    Richard  H.  Spencer  Trenton 

"    D.  H.  Mcintosh,  M.D Carleton  Place 

"     C.  W.  Haentschel,  M.D. Hailevbury 

"    K.  J.  Dunstan   Toronto 

SUB-COMMITTEES. 

GRAND    Z'S   ADDRESS. 

M.  E.  Comps.  T.  Ross  Robertson,  Chairman  ;  J.  E.  Harding, 
R.  Hendry,  Jr..  M.'  Walsh,  W.  G.  Reid,  Wm.  Gibson,  A.  Shaw, 
John  Leslie.  George  Moore,  H.  Robertson  and  H.  H.  Watson. 

BENEVOLENCE. 

M.  E.  Comps.  J.  E.  Harding,  Chairman;  J.  Ross  Robertson, 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon. 

AUDIT    AND    FINANCE. 

R.  E.  Comps.  H.  T.  Smith,  Chairman  ;  D.  F.  Webster,  W.  S. 
Milne,  W.  J.  Fear,  F.  W.  Haynes,  R.  H.  Spencer,  W.  H.  Harper, 
Geo.  Hill,  A.  B.  Munro,  W.  H.  Sutherland,  J.  H.  Sharpe. 

GRIEVANCES    AND    APPEALS. 

R.  E.  Comps.  W.  N.  Ponton,  Chairman ;  J.  H.  Cowan, 
W.  H.  G.  Garrioch,  K.  J.  Dunstan,  G.  A.  Griffiths,  W.  B.  Joyce, 
Wm.  Burns,  A.  N.  Lindsay,  W.  H.  Harper,  R.  G.  Willis, 
A.  T.  Freed. 

WARRANTS.. 

R.  E.  Comps.  Wm.  Forbes,  Chairman ;  C.  T.  Stephens,  N.  T. 
McLeod,  H.  G.  Gorham.  J.  W.  Tohnston,  G.  A.  Munroe,  D.  D. 
Campbell,  W.  T.   Toner,   John   Graham. 

CONDITION    OF    CAPITULAR    MASONRY. 

R.  E.  Comps.  Aubrey  White,  Chairman;  D.  H.  Mcintosh, 
G.  S.  McGregor,  C.  W.  Haentschel,  W.  S.  R.  Murch. 

FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE. 

R.  E.   Comp.   Geo.  J    Bennett,   Chairman. 
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LIST  OF  CHAPTERS— BY  DISTRICTS 


ST.    CLAIR    DISTRICT,    NO.     I. 

Grand   Superintendent  —  R.    E,    Comp.  D.  F,   Webster,   M.D., 
West  Lome. 


No. 

47,  Wellington Chatham 

71,  Pr.  of  Wales...  Amherstburg 

73,  Erie. Ridgetown 

80,  Ark Windsor 


No. 

88,  MacNabb Dresden 

119,  King  Cyrus.  .  Leamington 
164,  Lome West  Lome 


LONDON    DISTRICT,    NO.    2. 

Grand  Superintendent  —  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Fear,  Aylmer 


No. 
3 

5 
J5 
53 


St.  John's London 

St.  George's London 

Wawanosh Sarnia 

Bruce Petrolia 

54,  Palestine St.  Thomas 


No. 

74,  Beaver Strathroy 

78,  Minnewawa Parkhill 

81,  Aylmer Aylmer 

1 50,  London London 

153,  Sombra Sombra 


WILSON    DISTRICT,    NO.    3. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.  B.  Joyce,  Brantford. 

No.  No. 

18,  Oxford Woodstock       41,  Harris Ingersoll 

20,  Mount  Horeb Brantford     115,  Brant Paris 

23,  Ezra Simcoe 


WELLINGTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    4. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Cowan,  Gait. 


No. 

32,  Waterloo Gait 

40,  Guelph Guelph 

67,  Enterprise Harriston 


No. 

^^,  Ionic Orangeville 

117,  Berlin Berlin 


HAMILTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    5. 

Grand    Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  G.  A.  Griffiths,  Hamilton, 


No. 

2,  The  Hiram Hamilton 

6,  St.  John's Hamilton 

75,  St.  Clair Milton 


No. 

104,  White  Oak Oakville 

155,  Ancaster Ancaster 

175,  The  Hamilton.  ..Hamilton 
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HURON    DISTRICT,    NO.    6. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  D.  D   Campbell,  Listowel. 


No. 

24,  Tecumseh Stratford 

30,  Huron Goderich 

46,  St.  James St.  Mary's 

50,  Saugeen Walkerton 

63,  Havelock Kincardine 

66,  The  Malloch Seaforth 


No. 
84,  Lebanon Wingham 

129,  Elliot Mitchell 

130,  Chantry. . .  .Southampton 

146,  Bernard Listowel 

147,  Lucknow Lucknow 


NIAGARA    DISTRICT,    NO.    7. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  A.  N.  Lindsay, 
St.  Catharines. 
No. 


No. 

19,  Mt.  Moriah..  .St. Catharines 

29,  McCallum Dunnville 

55,  Niagara Niagara 

57,  King  Hiram. ..  Pt.Colborne 


64,  Willson Welland 

69,  Grimsby Grimsby 

76,  Mt.  Nebo Niagara  Falls 

84,  Hugh  Murray. . .  Bridgeburg 


TORONTO    DISTRICT,    NO      8. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.    E.    Comp.  W.  S.  Milne,  Toronto. 


No. 

4,  St.  Andrew's  and 

St  .John's Toronto 

8,  King  Solomon's.  .  .Toronto 

60,  Doric Newmarket 

62,  York Eglinton 

65,  St.  Paul's Toronto 

77,  Occident Toronto 


No. 

79,  Orient Toronto 

91,  Antiquity Toronto 

135,  Succoth Uxbridge 

138,  Shekinah.  .  West  Toronto 
145,  The  St.  Patrick. .  .Toronto 
163,  The  Beaches  ....  Toronto 
1 85,   Toronto Toronto 


GEORGIAN    DISTRICT,    NO.    9. 


Grand  Superintendent 

No. 

27,  Manitou Collingwood 


34,  Signet Barrie 

56,  Georgian Owen  Sound 

70,  Grand  River.  ..Bracebridge 


R.  E.  Comp.  C.T.Stephens, Collingwood 
No. 

86,  Macpherson Meaford 

131,  Amabel Wiarton 

167,  Kichikewana  .  .  .  .Midland 


ONTARIO    DISTRICT,    NO.     IO. 


Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Harper,  Norwood 


No. 

28,  Pentalpha Oshawa 

35,  Keystone ,. Whitby 

36,  Corinthian Peterboro' 

37,  Victoria Port  Hope 

45,  Excelsior Colborne 

48,  St.  John's Cobourg 


No. 

94,  Midland Lindsay 

1 10,  Warkworth .  .  .Warkworth 
134,  King  Darius  .  .Cannington 
139,  St. Andrew's  . .  .  .Havelock 

144,  Presqu'Isle Brighton 

168,  Tonic Campbellford 
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PRINCE    EDWARD    DISTRICT,    NO.     II 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.N. Ponton, Belleville 


No. 

7,  The  Moira Belleville 

26,  St.  Mark's Trenton 

31,  Prince  Edward Picton 


No. 

44,  Mount  Sinai Napanee 

7  2 ,  Keystone Stirling 

161,  Madoc Madoc 


ST.    LAWRENCE    DISTRICT,    NO.    12. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  A.  B.  Munro,  Gananoque 


No. 
i,  Ancient  Frontenac  and 

Cataraqui Kingston 

22,  Grenville Prescott 

59,  Sussex Brockville 

68,  Maitland N.  Augusta 


No. 

100,  St. Lawrence. ..  .Brockville 

1 1 2 ,  St .  John's Morrisburg 

113,  Covenant Cornwall 

132,  Leeds Gananoque 


OTTAWA    DISTRICT,    NO.     13. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  G.  Garrioch,  Ottawa 

No.  I  No. 

16,  Carleton Ottawa  j   133,  St.  Francis...  Smith's  Falls 

6 1 ,  Granite Almonte  1   143,  Glengarry Maxville 

114,  Bonnechere Renfrew  j    148,  St.  John's..  .  Vankleek  Hill 

116,  Maple Carleton  PI.  '    151,  Laurentian Pembroke 

ALGOMA    DISTRICT,    NO.    14. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  H.  G.  Gorham,  Rainy  River 


No.  ;     p 

82,  Shuniah Port  Arthur 

90,  Golden Kenora 

140,  Ft.  William. .  .Ft.  William 


No.  rfRi! 

149,  Atwood Rainy  River 

152,  Alberton Ft.  Frances 


MANITOBA    E.    DISTRICT,    NO.    15. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Johnston,   Dauphin 


No. 

52,  Pr.  Rupert Winnipeg 

99,  Keystone.  .Po'ge  la  Prairie 

MANITOBA    W.    DISTRICT,    NO.    15a. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E-  Comp.  R.  G.  Willis,  Boissevain 


No. 

136,  King  Edward..  . .  Neepawa 

171,  Rabboni Dauphin 


No. 

10 1,  Corinthian Boissevain 

141,  Keystone Brandon 


No. 

1 50,  Avondale Hartney 

183,  Mount  Sinai Rivers 


BRITISH     COLUMBIA    DISTRICT,    NO.    16. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E.  Comp.  Wm.  Burns,  Vancouver 


No. 
98,  Vancouver.  .  .  .Vancouver 
124,  Westm'ster,  N.Westm'ter 
127,  Keystone Nanaimo 


No. 

142,  Cyrus Cumberland 

178,  Kaien Prince  Rupert 

182,  Camosun Victoria 
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ALBERTA    N.    DISTRICT,    NO.     1 7. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Hill,  Calgary 


No. 

106,  Alberta Calgary 

118,  North  Star  . .  .Edmonton 


No. 

172,  Mount  Horeb  .Wetaskiwin 

179,  Otuskwan Calgary 


ALBERTA    S.    DISTRICT,    NO.     17a 

Grand  Superintendent ..  R   E.  Comp.    Norman  T.   McLeod, 
Lethbridge. 

No. 

126,  Assiniboia.  .Medicine Hat 

158,  Shekinah  Lethbridge 

159,  Golden  West.High  River 

KOOTENAY    DISTRICT,    NO.     1 8. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.    Sutherland,  M,  D., 
Revelstoke 

No. 


No. 

176,  Bekah Macleod 

177,  Kether  ....  Pincher  Creek 


120,  Koote?iay Kaslo 

122,  Rossland Rossland 

123,  Nelson Nelson 

125,  RockyMount'n.Cranbrook 


No. 

128,  Revelstoke.. .  .Revelstoke 

137,  Crow's  Nest Fernie 

157,  Okanagan Vernon 

174,  Boundary.  .  ..Grand  Forks 


SASKATCHEWAN    N.    DISTRICT,    NO.    19 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E.  Comp.  G.  A.  Munroe,  Saskatoon 


No. 

160,  Prince  Albert.  .Pr.  Albert 
165,  Saskatoon Saskatoon 


No. 


Battleford Battleford 


SASKATCHEWAN    S.    DISTRICT,    NO.     19a. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Sharpe,  Weyburn. 


No. 

121,   Wascana Regina 

162,   Moosejaw Moosejaw 

166,  Moose  Mountain. . .  .Areola 


No. 


170,  Golden  Compass.. Sintaluta 
173,  Weyburn Weyburn 


[80,  Eftevan Estevan 

NEW   ONTARIO    DISTRICT,    NO.   20 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.Comp.  F.  W.  Haynes,  New  Liskeard 


No. 

58,   Pembroke Mattawa 

95,   Tuscan Sudbury 

102,  Algonquin. Sault  Ste. Marie 


No. 

103,  St.  John's North  Bay 

169,  Temiskaming-.New  Liskeard 


UNATTACHED. 

Acting-Grand  Superintendent — -V. E.Comp. David  R.  Macfarlane, 

Dawson. 
No. 
154,  Klondike Dawson,  Y.  T. 
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GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES 

AT  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


Grand  Chapters. 

Name. 

Residence. 

William  Birrell 

T.  W.  Chappie 

Arthur  McGinnis 

Belleville. 

Kingston . 
Regina. 

J.  M.  Shaw,  M.D 

Geo.  F.  Shepley 

Richard  Mahoney 

Allan  Cameron,  M.D 

Guelph. 

George  Waugh 

C.  W.  Postlethwaite 

J.  M.  Gibson.  . 

Henry  T.  Smith. .  . 

Robert  Hendry,  Jr 

Kingston. 

R.  G.  W.  Conolly 

Lindsay. 

W.  H.  Mowat 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire.. 

W.  S.  R.  Murch 

Kingston. 
Niagara. 

New  South  Wales 

J.  Ross  Robertson 

Winnipeg. 

Aubrey  White 

Wm.  G.  Bell 

Winnipeg. 

Ohio 

Hugh    A.    MacKay 

Ed.  Worth 

Fred  W.  Harcourt 

D.  F.  MacWatt 

Ingersoll. 

J.  K.  Kerr 

W.  T.  Toner 

Collingwood. 

H.  H.  Watson 

Texas 

E.  T.  Malone 

W.  G.  Reid 

A.  T.  Freed 

Wyoming 

J.  T.  Hollinshead 

Fort  William. 
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GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES 

FROM  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


Grand  Chapters. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire. . .  . 

New  Jersey 

New  South  Wales. . . 

New  York 

New  Zealand 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Virginia 

Washington 

Western  Australia.. 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Lew  Lazarus 

John  M.  Ormsby 

Jeff  L.  Davis 

Roland  E.  Hartley 

Lawrence  N.   Greenleaf. 

Geo.  N.  Delap 

Chas.  M.  Baird 

Arthur  Carr 

Chas.  F.  Filer 

J.  A.  Walton 

Herman  Grossman 

Thos.  R.  Marshall 

Chas.  O.  Greever 

J.  H.  Neilson 

Jno.  R.  McLaurin 

H.  R.  French 

Andrew  Hero,  Jr 

Winfield  S.  Hinkley.... 

J.  M.  Carter 

Richard  N.  Atwood .... 
Andrew  P.  Swanstrom  . 

William  Kimmel 

Thos.  R.  Morrow 

Oscar  R.  Allan    

Frank  Bell 

Frank  R.  Marston 

Godfrey  Pittis 

A.  P   Gribben 

Edward  B.  Cantine 

Robert  Fletcher 

J.  E.  Cameron 

Geo.  H.  Keyes 

Neil  McKelvie 

Ralph  R.  Rickly 

William  Noble 

Donald  McKay... , 

Samuel  Shaw 

Will  H.  Whyte 

W.  R.  Greene 

John  Stewart 

Wm.  W.  Wannamaker.  . 

D.  Carrigan 

Martin  Bell 

W.  A.  Scott 

C.  W.  Whitcomb 

J.  D'Amer  Drew 

E.  L.  Guey 

Nathan  S.  Porter 

John  Stuart 

John  A.  Zorn 

A.  J.  Wallace 

Geo.  C.  Rafter 


Residence. 


Birmingham. 

Tucson. 

Fayetteville. 

San  Francisco. 

Denver. 

Hartford. 

Wilmington 

Washington. 

Miami. 

Columbus. 

Peru 

Columbia  City 

Des  Moines. 

Dublin. 

Ellsworth. 

Mount  Sterling. 

New  Orleans. 

Lisbon. 

Baltimore. 

Boston . 

St.  Paul. 

Aberdeen 

Kansas  City. 

Omaha. 

Reno. 

Farmington. 
Allendale 
Sydney 
Albany. 
Wellington. 
Kinston. 
Ellandale. 
Summerside,  P.E.I 
Columbus. 
McAlester. 
Portland 
Philadelphia 
P.O.Box  1207,  Mont- 
Providence,  [real 
Perth. 

Orangeburg. 
Custer  City. 
Paris . 
Floresville. 
Proctors  ville. 
Melbourne. 
Norfolk. 
Olympia. 
Perth . 
Wheeling. 
Duran. 
Cheyenne . 


N.B. — The  Grand  Chapters  of  Michigan,  Montana    and     New 
do  not  exohange  representatives 


Mexico 
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GRAND    SECRETARIES 


State. 


Residence. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Canada 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

England 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho  

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  South  Wales 

New  Zealand 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Western^  Australia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Gen.  Grand  Chapter,  U.S 
M 


George  A.  Beauchamp.. 
George  J.  Roskruge. . .  . 

John  C.  Bone 

William  A.  Davies 

George  J.  Bennett 

Charles  H.  Jacobson.. . . 

James  McCormick 

James  H.  Price 

Arvine  W.  Johnston. . .  , 
Sir  Ed.  Letchworth  .  .  . 

Wilber  P.  Webster 

William  A.  Wolihin 

Albert  A.  Jessup 

Geo.  W.  Warvelle 

Calvin  W.  Prather 

Alf.  Wingate 

Hy.  E.  Flavelle 

Albert  K.  Wilson 

Henry  B.  Grant 

Richard  Lambert 

Stephen  Berry 

John  H.  Miller 

J.  Gilman  Waite , 

Charles  A.  Conover. 

John  Fishel 

Frederic  Gordon  Speed 
Robert  F.  Stevenson. .  . 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.  .  , 

Francis  E.  White , 

Geo.  Gillson 

J.  Twining  Hartt 

Harry  M.  Cheney 

Leonard  L.  Grear , 

Alpheus  A.  Keen 

Alf.  J.  Burbidge 

Herbert  J.  Williams 

Christopher  G.  Fox.. .  . 

James  C.  Munds 

Walter  L.  Stockwell.  .  . 

S.  J.  Waddell 

Edwin  Hagenbuch. 
Joseph  S.  Murrow  .... 
James  F.  Robinson. 

Charles  Cary , 

Will.  H.  Whyte , 

William  R.  Greene , 

A.   A.  Murray 

O.  Frank  Hart 

George  A.  Pettigrew  . . 

John  B.  Garrett 

John  A.  Bryan , 

Henry  H.  Ross , 

G.  L.  Marquand 

James  B.  Blanks 

Yancey  C.  Blalock. 

David  K.  Reed 

John  C.  Strickland 

William  W.  Perry 

Adrian  J.  Parshall  .... 
Christopher  G.  Fox.. .  .  , 


Montgomery 

Tucson. 

Batesville. 

San  Francisoo 

Toronto,  Ont. 

Denver. 

Hartford. 

Wilmington. 

Washington.    W.C 

F.M.H.,  London 

Jacksonville. 

Macon. 

Boise 

Chicago. 

Indianapolis 

Des  Moines. 

F.M.H.,  Dublin 

Topeka. 

Louisville. 

New  Orleans. 

Portland 

Baltimore. 

Boston. 

Cold  water. 

St.  Paul. 

Vicksburg. 

St.  Louis. 

Helena. 

Omaha. 

Carson  City. 

St.  John. 

Concord 

Passaic. 

Albuquerque. 

F.M.H.,  Sydney. 

F.M.H., Wellington 

Buffalo. 

Wilmington. 

Fargo. 

Truro . 

Urbana. 

Atoka. 

Eugene. 

Philadelphia. 

Box  1207,  Montreal 

Providence. 

Edinburgh. 

Columbia. 

Sioux  Fall*. 

Nashville. 

Cleburne. 

Burlington. 

F.M.H..  Melbourne 

Petersburg.  % 

Walla  Walla. 

Clarksburg. 

Perth 

Milwaukee. 

Cheyenne- 

Buffalo,  N.Y. 
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FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE 
CHAIRMEN 


Jurisdiction. 

Name. 

Address. 

William  Y.  Titcomb 

Evening  Shade. 

Ernest  LeN.  Foster 

Virginius  V.  Harrison 

Wilmington 
Washington. 

None 

Wilber  P.  Webster 

George  W.  Warvelle 

R.  M.  H.  Britton 

Chicago. 

William  F.  Cleveland 

Topeka. 

W.  W.  Clark 

Rev.  Herman  C.  Duncan. . . . 

Maryland 

Edward  T.  Schultz 

Hastings 

Oliver  L.  McKay 

John  H.  Miller 

Chas.  J   Phelps 

Matthew  Kyle 

Burlington 

New  South  Wales 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

S.  J.  Waddell 

Truro 

Ohio 

Joseph  S.  Murrow 

W.  B.  Meredith 

Philadelphia 

Quebec. 

Providence 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers 

S.  Penrose  Williams 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Dakota 

J.  H.  McClister. . . 

Texas 

W.  A.  Scott 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Washington 

Walla  Walla 

Wisconsin 
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APPENDIX 


REPORT    ON 

Foreign  Correspondence 

Companions  : 

"Ordered  to  be  read  in  all  Chapters  and  preserved" 

The  above  legend  has  brightened  up  the  title  page 
of  these  volumes  of  Proceedings  for  lo  these  many  years. 
It  is  addressed  to  nobody  in  particular,  and  nobody  in 
particular  pays  any  heed  to  it.  It  implies  a  duty  for 
which  somebody  should  be  held  responsible.  It  contains 
a  hint  that  might  possibly  develop  with  an  experimental 
trial,  until  in  the  end  the  membership,  hitherto  a  stranger 
to  Grand  Chapter's  doings,  would  be  eager  to  learn  all 
about  them  and  to  their  own  benefit.  The  volume  at 
present  is  comparatively  a  sealed  book  so  far  as  the  rank 
and  file  are  concerned,  and  yet  it  is  intended  for  their 
information. 

The  preservation  of  the  book  is  another  problematical 
matter.  The  Chapter  officers  to  whom  it  is  sent  annually 
may  possibly  preserve  it,  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  it 
is  rarely  indeed  that  the  volume  is  visible  within  the  walls 
of  a  Chapter  room.  It  may  come  to  pass  that  in  the 
course  of  time  one  of  the  duties  of  the  superintending 
officer  will  be  to  demand  a  sight  of  the  "  preserved " 
volumes  of  Grand  Chapter  proceedings  and  to  follow  it 
with  a  request  for  information  as  to  whether  the  Com- 
panions have  been  made  aware  of  their  contents. 

If  the  book  is  to  be  read,  the  order  should  be  specific 
and,  emanating  from  an  authoritative  source,  would 
stand  some  chance  of  being  obeyed.  If  it  is  to  be  "  pre- 
served," the  responsibility  for  its  custody  should  be  laid 
upon  the  shoulders  of  some  officer  whose  duty  as  cus- 
todian should  be  accounted  for  annually  in  a  special  report. 

In  starting  out  on  the  annual  review  of  the  Grand 
Chapters,  one  is  led  to  wonder  whether,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  expenditure  in  brain  fag  and  otherwise 
is  justified  by  results.  However,  the  hope  is  entertained 
that  something  of  an  improvement  along  the  "reading" 
line  may  bring  about  more  satisfactory  conditions,  en- 
couraging alike  to  the  worker  and  those  for  whom  he 
labors.  With  this  fond  expectation  we  cheerfully  enter 
upon  the  lengthy  journey. 
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Alabama 

Chapters  .  .  66.  Members  .  .  3,443. 

With  a  portrait  of  John  B.  Christian,  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  Alabama's  record  of  the  Eighty-fourth 
Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Montgomery  on  the  5th  and 
6th  December,  1910,  opens  with  an  expression  of  grati- 
tude from  that  worthy  Companion  for  a  year  of  prosper- 
ity and  peace.  In  addition  to  sanctioning  the  formation 
of  four  new  Chapters,  he  gave  his  official  approval  to 
two  of  the  older  bodies  to  mortgage  their  property. 

The  minimum  fee  for  the  degrees  in  Alabama  is  thirty 
dollars.  A  newly  born  Chapter,  in  a  spirit  of  doubtful 
enterprise,  had  adopted  a  "  bargain  day  "  fee.  The  Grand 
High  Priest,  having  "  information  in  his  possession," 
issued  a  circular  threatening  the  prompt  arrest  of  the 
charter  of  any  Chapter  convicted  of  violating  that  par- 
ticular clause  of  the  constitution.  The  giddy  young 
Chapter  was,  metaphorically,  spanked. 

Alabama  recently  adopted  the  "  free  pass "  for 
"  ordained  ministers  of  the  Gospel,"  an  opening  of  the 
door  about  which  we  had  something  to  say  at  the  time. 
The  unwisdom  of  the  thing  is  ludicrously  revealed  in  a 
request  from  one  of  the  Chapters  to  be  informed  whether 
the  secretary  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  could  not  receive  the 
degrees  without  money  and  without  price  because  of  his 
position. 

The  sectional  feature  of  this  objectionable  phase  of 
legislation  had  been  commented  on  by  others  as  well  as 
the  present  writer  and  behold  the  hint  did  not  fall  upon 
deaf  ears,  as  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  "  Rabbis  " 
be  included  with  "  ministers  of  the  Gospel  "  in  the  section 
providing  for  free  admission  was  offered  and  will  be  dis- 
cussed at  next  Annual. 

As  Masonry  knows  no  creed  we  hereby  enter  a  plea 
on  behalf  of  those  who  minister  to  the  followers  of  Mo- 
hammed, Islam,  Zoroaster,  Buddha,  et  al,  and  who,  if 
the  records  of  the  lodges  in  India  and  elsewhere  are  to  be 
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credited,  make  enthusiastic  and  devoted  Masons.  Why 
should  the  Christian  and  Jew  be  set  apart  for  special 
privileges  in  Alabama?  We  commend  the  idea  to  the 
venerable  Chairman  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  Comp. 
William  Y.  Titcomb,  to  whom  we  again  make  our  bow 
with  hearty  congratulations  on  his  continued  vigor  and 
his  usual  excellent  report.  Noticing  under  Canada  that 
dispensation  was  refused  to  postpone  a  Chapter  function 
because  certain  officers  thereof  desired  to  be  somewhere 
else,  he  expressed  the  devout  hope  that  Reno  was  not  the 
objective  of  those  members. 

For  a  long-distance  effort,  that  shot  just  about  grazed 
the  bull's  eye.  No,  it  was  not  Reno,  but  another  Mecca 
where  similar  pastimes  are  occasionally  indulged  in. 

He  resents  our  criticism  of  Alabama's  law  which  sus- 
pends a  dimitted  brother  who  remains  unaffiliated  for 
more  than  six  months  and  repudiates  any  mercenary  in- 
tention in  the  enactment  which  excludes  a  good  Mason 
who  chooses  to  remain  unaffiliated.  The  motive,  he  says, 
was  more  exalted  and  he  calls  it  "conservation  of  the 
mainstay  of  Masonry,"  which  to  our  analystic  think-tank 
is  just  the  difference  between  "  tweedledum  and  twee- 
dledee." 

Most  interesting  reading  is  the  good  Companion's  re- 
view throughout,  and  it  is  our  hope  that  he  may  continue 
in  this  labor  of  love  for  many  years  with  unimpaired 
health. 

William  E.  Bingham,  Tuscaloosa,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  A.  Beauchamp,  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary. 

Arizona 

Chapters   . .   8.  Members   .  .  687. 

The  Companions  of  Grand  Chapter  met  in  Twenty- 
first  Annual  Convocation  in  Tucson  on  the  15th  Feb- 
ruary, 19-11,  with  all  the  officers  present  but  one.  There 
were  ten  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and  with  over  a  score 
of   Grand   Representatives    and    a   numerous    delegation 
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from  the  Chapters,  the  attendance  may  be  considered  of 
respectable  proportions. 

The  G.  H.  P.  congratulated  his  hearers  upon  a  season 
of  perfect  peace.  The  Companions  being  men  of  discern- 
ment and  reading,  he  was  not  troubled  with  appeals  for 
an  interpretation  of  the  law.  The  inevitable  visitor  had 
called  at  his  home  and  took  away  his  life's  partner,  a 
bereavement  that  brought  to  naught  his  good  intentions 
of  seeing  the  Companions  within  their  own  Chapters. 
That  he  had  the  deep  sympathy  of  all  was  evident  from 
the  kindly  expressions  of  those  he  addressed. 

Grand  Secretary  Roskruge  presented  a  brief  but  satis- 
factory report,  showing  a  healthy  gain. 

Owing  probably  to  the  before-mentioned  intelligence 
of  the  Companions  of  the  Royal  Craft,  the  Jurisprudence 
and  other  similar  Committees  were  without  employment. 

An  appeal  for  a  contribution  towards  the  erection  of 
a  monument  to  mark  the  last  resting  place  of  the  late 
George  Shand,  P.G.H.P.,  was  acceded  to. 

A  commemorative  jewel  was  presented  to  the  retiring 
Grand  High  Priest,  Henry  M.  Woods,  and  with  the  cus- 
tomary resolutions  and  ceremony  Grand  Chapter  was 
closed. 

Actuated  solely  by  motives  of  economy,  the  Corres- 
pondence Committee  refrained  from  preparing  an  ex- 
tended report. 

Andrew  E.  Douglass,  Tucson,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  J.  Roskruge,  Tucson,  Grand  Secretary. 

Arkansas 

Chapters   .  .   86.  Members   .  .   4,076. 

This  is  one  of  the  Grand  Chapters  that  is  as  immov- 
able as  the  landmarks.  Little  Rock  is  its  abiding  place, 
and  it  does  not  appear  to  suffer  by  reason  of  that  fact. 
"A  substantial  growth,  both  numerically  and  financially," 
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was  the  proud  boast  of  M.  E.  Camp.  Davis,  Grand  High 
Priest,  to  his  Companions  at  the  Annual  Convocation  on 
November  17,  1910. 

The  passing  of  William  K.  Ramsay,  who  presided 
over  the  destinies  of  Grand  Chapter  in  1887,  was  the 
only  cloud  to  break  the  pleasant  sunshine  of  Arkansas' 
happy  year,  and  to  the  memory  of  a  most  deserving  Com- 
panion Grand  Chapter  paid  graceful  and  merited  tribute. 

The  "  joiner"  was  a  ubiquitous  feature  in  the  town 
of  Camden,  where  a  Chapter  was  located,  and  divided 
interests  apparently  occasioned  a  slump  in  Capitular  en- 
thusiasm and  the  officers  found  it  so  hard  a  matter  to 
secure  a  meeting  of  members  that  they  decided  to  dis- 
band, divide  the  funds  and  cease  work.  But  this  decision 
was  not  arrived  at  in  the  orthodox  manner,  a  fact  brought 
to  light  by  the  appointment  of  an  investigating  commit- 
tee at  the  instance  of  the  G.  H.  P.,  which  recommended 
a  restoration  of  the  charter  under  the  following  circum- 
stances : 

"  Many  of  the  members  had  no  knowledge  of  the  action  of 
the  Chapter  until  they  received,  through  the  mail,  a  check  for 
their  distributive  share  of  the  funds  of  the  Chapter,  which 
amounted  to  about  $3.00  per  capita ;  that  without  exception  all  of 
the  resident  members  with  whom  I  conferred,  more  than  a  dozen 
of  the  very  best  citizens  of  the  city  of  Camden,  expressed  regret 
that  the  Chapter  had  disbanded,  and  particularly  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  had  disbanded,  and  evinced  an  earnest  desire  to  retain 
the  charter,  resume  work,  and  do  whatever  might  be  necessary 
and  proper  to  be  restored  to  the  honorable  place  heretofore  occu- 
pied by  this  old  and  worthy  Chapter.'' 

A  former  member  of  a  Chapter  petitioned  to  affiliate, 
but  before  the  investigating  committee  could  report  the 
Companion  became  demented  and  the  Chapter  appealed 
to  the  G.  H.  P.,  who  recommended  that  its  High  Priest 
continue  the  committee  indefinitely,  which  was  probably 
as  good  a  finding  as  he  could  come  to  in  a  case  where 
the  H.  P.  could  have  acted  himself.  The  G.  H.  P.,  how- 
ever, was  timorous  in  the  situation  and  requested  the 
opinion  of  the  General  G.  H.  P.,  who  graciousdy  held 
with  him.     He  did  not  ask  for  a  ruling,  it  is  true,  never- 
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theless  it  strikes  an  outside  observer  that  the  G.  H.  P., 
being  supreme  within  his  own  bailiwick,  imperilled  the 
dignity  of  his  position  by  submitting  a  question  from  his 
own  jurisdiction  to  a  distinct  body. 

That  this  view  of  the  incident  is  justified  is  found  in 
the  report  of  the  Jurisprudence  Committee,  which  dis- 
agreed with  both  exalted  personages : 

"  We  think  there  is  nothing  illegal  or  contrary  to  Masonic 
law  and  usage  in  the  Investigating  Committee  making  report  on 
the  petition  for  affiliation,  nor  would  we  regard  it  as  improper 
for  the  Chapter  to  reject  petitioner  to  membership." 

The  king  can  do  no  wrong,  however,  and  Grand  Chap- 
ter sustained  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  proposition  to  incorporate  the  Grand  Chapter  under 
the  laws  of  Arkansas  was  referred  to  a  special  committee 
of  three  members,  residents  of  Little  Rock,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, "  all  lawyers/'  to  investigate  and  report  their  opin- 
ion of  the  best  method  of  forming  such  incorporation. 

The  suggestion  to  establish  a  home  for  aged  brethren 
and  destitute  widows,  in  addition  to  the  existing  Orphans' 
Home,  was  endorsed  and  the  recommendation  to  set  aside 
two  thousand  dollars,  for  investment  in  the  interval,  as  a 
contribution  from  Grand  Chapter  to  the  fund  created  for 
the  purpose  by  Grand  Lodge  was  adopted. 

The  charters  of  two  Chapters  in  arrears  for  three  or 
more  years  were  ordered  to  be  arrested.  , 

Comp.  E.  G.  Schoonover  submitted  the  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  in  which  is  included  a  kindly 
review  of  Canada  for  1910.  He  evidently  misinterprets 
our  remarks  with  reference  to  Arkansas'  Poet  Laureate, 
but  we  endorse  his  surmise  that  we  are  unfamiliar  with 
that  worthy  Companion's  writings  and  therefore  should 
be  slow  to  criticize  anything  we  have  not  seen.  Moreover 
we  plead  not  guilty  to  "  offence  "  of  any  kind,  and  in 
face  of  the  dire  penalties  provided  in  the  law  of  libel 
would  hesitate  to  whisper  even  in  solitude  that  any  person 
since  his  time,  living  or  dead,  was  "  a  worthy  successor 
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to  the  Bard  of  Avon."     Yet  it  has  been  so  asserted  and 
the  comparable  genius  has  not  died  of  fright. 

"  They  do  abuse  the  king  that  flatter  him." 

The  strictures,  if  any,  were  levelled  at  those  who 
elaborated  the  title  which  with  the  laurel  wreath  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  Arkansas  poet  in  Chicago,  and  the  con- 
tribution from  the  imp  of  the  composing  room  was  merely 
furnished  to  show  that  Canada  possessed  potent  possi- 
bilities for  a  future  "  worthy  successor  "  to  Shakespeare 
or  any  other  gifted  product  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 
The  sage  of  Alabama  comprehended  us  aright  when  he 
remarked 

"  We  frankly  admit  that  it  was  rather  presumptuous  to 
'  corral '  Canada  without  notice." 

Further,  we  feel  assured  that  the  laurel-crowned 
author  of  "  O  Colraine  "  will  be  quite  satisfied  with  the 
comprehensive  title  of  "  Poet  Laureate  of  the  United 
States  "  and  to  let  Canada  rest  in  the  hope  of  a  perhaps 
yet  unborn  son  who  will  worthily  succeed  Scotia's  bard 
or  even  the  Bard  of  Avon. 

For  his  generous  comment  we  tender  Companion 
Schoonover  our  grateful  acknowledgments. 

Mark  P.  Olney,  Mena,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  C.  Bone,  Batesville,  Grand  Secretary. 

California 

Chapters  .  .  98.  Members  .  .  11,893. 

In  Golden  Gate  Commandery  Hall  on  the  18th  April, 
191 1,  the  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  was  opened 
with  the  usual  musical  ceremonies  and  appropriate  prayer 
by  Grand  Chaplain  Sherman. 

There  was  a  goodly  attendance,  including  the  repre- 
sentatives of  28  Grand  Chapters,  among  which  was  Can- 
ada's punctual  envoy. 
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The  survivors  of  those  who  attended  Grand  Chapter 
on  the  morning  of  the  disastrous  earthquake  and  fire  of 
1906  were  called  to  the  East  and  welcomed  with  Grand 
Honors.  M.  E.  Comp.  Tapscott,  himself  one  of  the  heroic 
few,  assuring  them  that  while  life  remained  each  and  all 
would  claim  the  love  and  affection  of  their  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  addressing  the  Companions, 
referred  with  deep  feeling  to  the  losses  they  had  sus- 
tained in  the  deaths  of  M.  E.  Comps.  William  Frank 
Pierce  and  Wiley  James  Tinnin,  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
both  of  whom  had  been  in  attendance  at  last  annual 
Convocation. 

Under  the  head  of  "Courtesy"  the  G.  H.  P.  ac- 
knowledged the  conferring  by  request  of  the  M.  E.  M. 
and  R.  A.  degrees  by  Golden  Chapter,  Kenora,  Ont.,  on 
a  brother  of  the  Chapter  at  Grass  Valley,  Cal. 

"  The  blessings  and  privileges  ( ?)  of  dependent 
membership  are  revealed  in  one  of  his  decisions.  The 
question  submitted  was  to  this  effect: 

"  Several  years  ago  a  dimitted  Blue  Lodge  Mason,  who 
was  also  a  dimitted  Royal  Arch  Mason,  petitioned  the 
Blue  Lodge  and  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  the  same  time 
for  affiliation.  He  was  elected  in  the  Chapter  and  re- 
jected in  the  Lodge.  He  continued,  until  about  a 
year  or  so  ago,  making  application  for  affiliation  in  the 
latter  every  six  months,  and  each  time  was  rejected. 
He  has  not  applied  recently  for  affiliation  and  has 
been  out  of  standing  in  the  Blue  Lodge  for  a  year  or 
more.  He  wants  to  remain  a  member  of  the  Chapter  and 
tenders  his  dues.  Should  the  secretary  receive  his  dues 
and  give  him  a  receipt  therefor,  and  does  he  remain  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  our  Chapter  so  long  as  he 
pays  his  dues  and  is  not  suspended? 

"  No  Companion  can  keep  in  good  standing  in  his  Chapter 
by  paying  his  dues  unless  he  is  at  the  same  time  in  good  standing 
as  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason ;  and  when  the  attention  of  the  High 
Priest  of  a  Chapter  is  called  to  the  fact  that  a  member  of  his 
Chapter  is  not  in  good  standing  as  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason,  it  is 
his  duty  to  '  exclude '  the  Companion,  and  such  Companion  should 
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not  be  permitted  to  pay  his  dues  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Chapcer, 
or  obtain  the  receipt  of  the  Secretary  therefor  until  such  Com- 
panion shall  first  have  reinstated  himself  as  a  Master  Mason." 

Comment  is  superfluous. 

He  paid  deserved  tribute  to  the  venerable  Grand  Sec- 
retary, M.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Davies,  who  was  unable  to 
be  present  owing  to  illness,  and  to  Grand  Lecturer  As- 
croft,  for  their  great  ability  and  zeal  in  their  respective 
offices. 

He  recommended  the  formation  of  a  Committee  to 
investigate  the  Constitutions  and  Regulations  of  sister 
Grand  Chapters  and  to  submit  a  report  at  next  Annual 
with  a  view  to  domestic  improvement. 

Another,  to  consider  ways  and  means  to  enable  Grand 
Chapter  to  take  cognizance  of  "  the  great  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exhibition  "  of  191 5,  so  that  the  body  could 
properly  perform  its  duty  in  connection  therewith. 

That  all  is  harmony  in  California  was  demonstrated 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  which 
stated  that  they  searched  but  could  find  nothing  on  which 
to  display  their  efforts  to  please. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  A.  Davies  prepared  the  report  on 
Correspondence  handicapped  by  ill  health,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence it  is  not  as  complete  as  that  careful  and  accurate 
chronicler  would  have  desired.  The  review,  however, 
includes  forty-three  Grand  bodies,  but,  as  he  himself 
says,  "  We  have  been  obliged  to  omit  from  the  roll  all 
foreign  bodies  with  the  singular  exception  of  our  neigh- 
bor, Canada." 

His  review  of  our  191 1  proceedings  was  an  all-em- 
bracing one,  and  he  pays  his  respects  to  the  work  of  the 
Grand  Superintendents  in  the  following  kindly  para- 
graph : 

"As  usual  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  the  centre  of  interest  is  manifest  in  the  reports  of  the 
Grand  Superintendents  of  Districts.  In  them  we  find  the  strength 
that  supports  the  Masonic  column  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada." 
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It  is  our  earnest  prayer  that  the  protecting  arm  of 
Him  who  notes  a  sparrow's  fall,  will  support  the  veteran 
worker  and  restore  him  to  his  Companions  of  California, 
who  could  ill  afford  to  lose  his  services  even  for  a  brief 
period. 

Charles  Willis  Norton,  Stockton,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  A.  Davies,  San  Francisco,  Grand  Secretary. 

Colorado 

Chapters   .  .   42.  Members   .  .  4,410. 

There  was  little,  if  anything,  to  engage  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Companions  assembled  for  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Annual  Convocation  in  Denver  on  the  21st  Sep- 
tember, 191 1.  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  State  "  is  thriv- 
ing "  was  the  proud  declaration  of  Grand  High  Priest 
Woodward,  and  indeed  the  figures  justified  it.  He  wel- 
comed the  Grand  Representatives  with  quite  an  ornate 
address,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  presence  of  thirty- 
five  Companions  representing  as  many  Grand  Chapters 
was  an  evidence  that  the  universality  of  Masonry  was 
something  more  than  empty  words.  Oregon's  envoy 
responded  suitably. 

He  instituted  two  new  Chapters  and  in  three  cases 
permitted  Chapters  to  move  to  new  quarters.  An  author- 
ization that  recalls  similar  actions  across  the  sea  occa- 
sionally smiled  at,  audibly,  by  some  of  our  knowing  con- 
freres. 

Business  exigencies  interfered  with  a  valiant  intention 
to  visit  the  Chapters,  and  he  expressed  his  "  very  great 
disappointment "  thereat,  but  he  urged  them  in  his  ad- 
dress to  head  off  possible  fire  by  immediately  purchasing 
a  safe. 

Reports  generally  were  satisfactory,  notably  that  of 
the  Grand  Lecturer,  who  did  a  brisk  business  in  rituals. 

The  K.  T.'s  are  to  have  their  triennial  pow-wow  in 
Denver  in  19 13,  and  Grand  Chapter  will  contribute  five 
hundred  dollars  towards  the  reception. 
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The  outgoing  Grand  High  Priest,  for  devotion  to 
duty,  was  decorated  with  a  jewel,  and  Grand  Chapter 
closed. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Ernest  LeNeve  Foster  con- 
tributes, as  usual,  the  interesting  report  on  Correspond^- 
ence,  in  which  he  covers  an  extensive  field  in  his  own 
painstaking  manner.  Canada  for  191 1  came  under  his 
critical  observation,  and  it  is  a  kindly  one.  To  our  ex- 
pressed wonder  that  he  should  demur  to  public  installa- 
tions as  an  innovation  while  supporting  compulsory  mem- 
bership, which  we  regarded  as  an  unwarranted  intrusion 
on  the  original  plan,  he  endorses  the  view  held  by  the  old 
brigade  that  expediency  prevailed  when  such  legislation 
was  agreed  upon.  To  add  that  a  principle  was  not 
thereby  affected  is  not  doing  his  good  sense  the  justice 
it  deserves. 

"  We  consider  that  changed  conditions  of  society  warrant 
modifications  of  finance,  even  in  so  conservative  a  fraternity  as 
ours ;  principles  are  not  thereby  affected,  whereas  public  installa- 
tions are  a  method  of  proselytizing,  and  proselytizing  is  univer- 
sally condemned." 

To  our  adverse  comment  on  the  use  of  tobacco  within 
the  precincts  of  the  Lodge  or  Chapter  he  gives  us  the 
following  enlightener,  which  possibly  may  account  for  the 
absence  of  many  from  those  functions.  But  then  com- 
pulsory membership  insures  the  periodical  dues,  and  that 
is  the  main  object  anyway.     Here  is  his  own  confession: 

"  The  following  meets  our  entire  approval,  but  at  this  alti- 
tude, how  to  get  away  from  the  smoke  is  beyond  our  ability. 
We  have  introduced  resolutions,  scolded  and  made  ourselves 
disagreeable,  but  the  baneful  habit  still  goes  on,  and  the  smoke 
gets  thicker,  so  that  in  self-defence  we  now  stay  away  from 
meetings  of  subordinate  bodies." 

The  Kansas  writer  ventured  the  opinion  that  England 
paid  more  attention  to  disclosing  in  type  its  financial  con- 
dition than  furnishing  statistics  as  to  membership  in- 
crease or  otherwise.  The  inference  that  there  is  no 
"otherwise"  is  gathered  from  Comp.  Foster's  rejoinder: 

"  It  is  true  that  the  English  reports  contain  a  great  amount 
of  figures,  but  these  are  mostly  regarding  the  numerous  benevo- 
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lent  funds  that  they  support  so  liberally.  Whilst  they  are  not 
very  interesting  reading,  they  show  the  Masonic  spirit  that  per- 
vades that  country." 

But  Comp.  Foster  omitted  to  add  that  the  Masonic 
spirit,  which,  he  justly  observes,  pervades  that  country, 
is  the  genuine  article  and  is  not  born  of  coercive  meas- 
ures. England  adheres  to  the  original  plan  of  Free- 
masonry which  continues  to  the  brother  the  same  freedom 
of  action  which  was  inculcated  at  his  admission.  The 
practice  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Craft,  and 
especially  charity,  does  more  to  attract  and  keep  the 
brother  to  his  lodge  connection  than  all  the  terrors  in- 
spired by  the  threatening  batteries  of  legislative  enact- 
ments. The  Craft  of  the  old  land  has  never  suggested- 
dependent  membership  and  never  will.  Its  strength  lies 
in  principles  and  methods  adopted  at  its  creation  and 
cherished  down  the  centuries  to  the  present  and  will  con- 
tinue until  time  shall  be  no  more. 

With  one  other  quotation  from  this  admirable  report, 
and  with  which  we  are  in  accord,  we  take  leave  of  Comp. 
Foster  in  the  earnest  hope  that  we  may  again  meet  at 
Phillipi. 

Referring  to  the  indiscriminate  practice  of  handing 
our  presentations  to  retiring  officers,  he  remarks  under 
Mississippi  that  such  gifts  were 

"  originally  given  only  for  some  long  or  peculiarly  meritori- 
ous services,  are  so  common  nowadays  and  gifts  to  retiring  officers 
have  become  almost  a  rightful  claim,  that  we  are  not  surprised 
to  find  an  expression  on  this  subject,  as  it  is  about  time  that  a 
halt  was  called  and  that  we  get  back  to  the  old  principle  that  the 
honors  of  office  are  a  full  compensation  for  the  labor  involved 
in  holding  Masonic  office.  Nay,  is  it  not  more?  And  is  not  the 
one  exalted  to  office  forever  indebted  to  the  Craft  in  a  way 
which  life-long  service  can  alone  repay.  The  reception  of  these 
is  no  longer  an  honor  and  presentation  speeches  mere  paltry 
efforts  at  rhetoric,  meaningless  as  a  sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal." 

John  O.  Macdonald,  Florence,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Chas.  H.  Jacobson,  Denver,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Connecticut 

Chapters    .  .   40.  Members   .  .   8,619. 

A  very  artistic  portrait  of  Grand  High  Priest  Eugene 
A.  Plall  enhances  the  One  hundred  and  thirteenth  annual 
report  of  this  venerable  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  subject 
of  the  engraving  is  undoubtedly  as  obliging  as  his  fine 
open  countenance  would  indicate.  In  January  he  received 
a  communication  from  the  General  Grand  High  Priest 
informing  him  that  in  the  following  March  that  dignitary 
would  honor  the  State  and  expressed  a  desire  to  visit  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Connecticut  "  in  Special  Convocation." 
The  request,  of  course,  was  regarded  as  a  command,  and 
Grand  Chapter  was  summoned  in  extraordinary  Convo- 
cation at  Meriden  for  the  15th  March,  191 1.  The  M.  E. 
Comp.  Kingsley,  ruler  of  the  General  Grand,  was  greeted 
by  a  goodly  array  of  officers,  Companions  of  34  of  the  40 
subordinates,  and  several  distinguished  visitors  from 
New  York.  Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  formed  the 
escort  to  this  Napoleon  of  the  Capitular  Craft  in  the 
United  States,  who  "  addressed  the  Grand  Chapter  in  an 
interesting  manner."  Grand  Chapter  requiring  nothing 
further,  it  was  closed,  and  "  the  divinity  that  doth  hedge 
a  king  "  having  been  'laid  aside,  the  Companions  had  the 
"  opportunity  to  take  him  by  the  hand."  It  is  presumed 
that  everybody  seized  the  opportunity  of  a  lifetime. 

To  those  who  fail  to  appreciate  the  greatness  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  the  meteoric  tour  of  its  dis- 
tinguished chief  must  give  pause  for  thought.  If  the 
body  is  not,  as  occasionally  admitted,  the  peer  of  the 
sovereign  Grand  Chapters  of  the  several  States,  why 
does  its  head  assume  the  role  of  an  imperial  patron  and, 
at  his  pleasure,  request  the  latter  to  assemble  in  "  Special  " 
Convocation  to  meet  him  ?  Who  clothes  him  with  author- 
ity to  assume  an  attitude  which  should  only  be  possessed 
by  a  superior?  Surely  there  can  be  no  superior  in  the 
Capitular  Rite  to  a  Grand  Chapter,  and  why  the  General 
Grand,  which  is  but  the  reflected  refulgence  from  the 
sovereign  bodies,  and  whose  mission  it  is  to  create  and 
care  for  subordinates  in  unoccupied  territory  and  enjoy 
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a  reunion  triennially,  should  soar  to  an  altitude  it  has  no 
claim  to,  is  a  problem  which  presents  a  difficulty  of  solu- 
tion to  the  curious  onlooker.  We  have  frequently  accepted 
fraternal  explanations  of  the  situation,  but  happenings 
similar  to  the  above  only  tend  to  render  the  atmosphere 
the  more  foggy.  That  the  wwMfication  is  not  confined 
to  ourselves  is  made  apparent  in  the  address  of  a  G.  H.  P. 
of  a  western  jurisdiction,  which  some  years  ago  agreed 
to  acknowledge  themselves  "  only  a  limited  sovereignty 
holding  under  a  General  Grand  Chapter."  He  boldly 
takes  issue  with  his  Companions  and  declares  that  their 
resolution  of  submission  to  an  authority  which  itself 
declares,  possesses  none,  is,  to  put  it  mildly,  placing  them- 
selves in  an  anomalous  position. 

New  Haven  was  honored  with  the  Annual  Convo- 
cation, which  was  held  on  May  9th,  191 1,  and  brought 
together  a  large  representation,  together  with  several 
visitors  from  New  York's  Grand  Chapter,  who  were 
cordially  welcomed.  How  many  past  rulers  were  sent 
out  to  escort  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Empire  State 
deponent  sayeth  not. 

Among  the  deaths  reported  by  the  G.  H.  P.  was  that 
of  Companion  John  McCarthy,  Grand  Tyler,  affection- 
ately known  in  Masonic  circles  throughout  the  State  as 
"  Uncle  John." 

Two  of  the  Chapters  were  visited  by  fire;  both  pos- 
sessed a  fireproof  safe  and  their  records  escaped  intact. 
The  occurrences  enabled  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  draw 
a  contrast  between  the  wise  and  the  foolish  and  to  convey 
a  warning  to  the  latter  to  have  their  lamps  trimmed, 

M.  E.  Comp.  Hall  concluded  a  brief  address  by  a 
declaration  that  his  year  of  office  was  an  out-and-out 
good  time.  His  colleagues  presented  reports  of  their 
visitations,  all  of  which  indicated  attention  to  duty  and 
a  large  degree  of  efficiency. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests  who  had  been  unrecognized 
by  distinctive  jewels  were  presented  with  the  decoration 
and  fittingly  acknowledged  the  gift. 
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Nothing  of  a  contentious  nature  was  submitted,  and 
the  various  Committees  had  but  little  to  do. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  A.  Kies  presented  his  third  report 
on  Correspondence,  which  is  a  inultum  in  parvo.  Being 
limited  to  a  certain  extent,  he  yet  contrives  to  squeeze 
into  his  restricted  space  the  best  to  be  had  for  his  Com- 
panions' information.  Canada,  191 1,  is  lined  up  with 
the  "  foreigners  "  in  the  rear  rank  and  is  fairly  and  gen- 
erously dealt  with.  He  would  probably  have  given  us 
more  of  his  attention  had  we  been  allotted  our  alpha- 
betical precedence,  but  he  had  exhausted  his  extra  space 
on  the  home  guard  before  he  reached  the  foreign  con- 
tingent. 

George  R.  Morris,  New  London,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  McCormick,  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary. 

Delaware 

Chapters   .  .   4.  Members   .  .    1,058. 

Canada's  representative,  although  a  resident  of  Wil- 
mington, did  -not  answer  to  roll  call  at  the  Forty-third 
Annual  Convocation,  on  the  18th  January,  191 1.  The 
attendance  was  good,  and  among  the  visitors  was  General 
Grand  King  Geo.  E.  Carson  of  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter, who  received  a  fraternal  welcome. 

Companion  Stuart  J.  Horn,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
addressed  the  Companions  briefly.  He  gave  no  decisions 
or  rulings  because  he  was  not  asked  for  any,  submitting 
the  usual  cause  for  so  happy  an  effect — superior  intelli- 
gence of  his  subordinates.     Happy  ruler. 

He  was  a  good  visitor,  not  only  covering  his  own 
jurisdiction,  but  making  heroic  efforts  to  embrace  two  or 
three  others  as  well.  "  Our  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  at 
peace  with  the  whole  Masonic  world,"  he  boasted  proudly, 
and  indeed  it  would  be  shocking  to  contemplate  a  reversal 
of  the  conditions. 

He  deplored  the  fact  that  a  number  of  the  Grand 
Chapters   had   not   been  properly   represented   for  years 
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and  listed  some  of  them  to  whom  he  had  written  recom- 
mending the  appointment  of  more  punctual  and  deserv- 
ing Companions.  As  Canada  was  included  in  that  list,  we 
may  here  assert  that  the  mail-bag  containing  that  recom- 
mendation failed  to  materialize  at  this  end  of  the  postal 
route. 

A  beginning  was  effected  in  procuring  aprons  for  the 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  and  six  of  the  veterans  were 
duly  clothed  there  and  then.  The  Committee  to  secure 
their  portraits,  to  adorn  the  walls  of  Grand  Chapter,  was 
only  partially  successful,  and  to  make  the  gallery  com- 
plete a  further  effort  will  be  inaugurated. 

.  Some  of  the  distinguished  visitors  having  addressed 
Grand  Chapter  and  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest  hav- 
ing been  decorated  with  a  handsome  jewel,  the  Convo- 
cation came  to  a  close. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  again  the  work  of 
M.  E.  Comp.  V.  V.  Harrison,  who  covered  fifty  juris- 
dictions in  his  usual  painstaking  manner,  Canada  for  1910 
being  included.  He  is  sturdily  of  the  opinion  that  unless 
the  Chapter  he  first  opened  to  give  approval  to  the  pro- 
ceedings, the  work  in  any  of  the  lesser  degrees  is  not 
blessed  with  the  sanction  of  authority. 

Alfred  F.  Polk,  Georgetown,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  H.  Price,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary. 

District  of  Columbia 

Chapters   .  .    12.  Members   . .   3,582. 

The  unadorned  portrait  of  Kenton  Neal  Harper, 
the  fortieth  Grand  High  Priest,  who  presided  over  the 
Capitular  weal  and  woe  of  the  "  District  "  during  1910, 
is  the  appropriate  frontispiece  to  the  first  number  of  the 
ninth  volume  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Annual 
Convocation  on  Feb.  8th,  191 1. 

A  few  days  previously  Grand  Chapter  assisted  at  the 
funeral  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Theodore  G.  DeMoll, 
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an  active  Mason  in  Washington  for  many  years.  Grand 
High  Priest  Harper  described  him  as  "  a  conscientious, 
painstaking  and  thoroughly  capable  officer  and  a  genial, 
whole-souled  Christian  gentleman." 

The  G.  H.  P.  at  the  outset  of  his  address  compared 
favorably  the  existing  harmony  and  closer  union  of  the 
Chapters  with  the  falling  away  in  numerical  growth,  and 
declared  that  the  conditions  revealed  by  the  former  was 
testimony  to  the  near  fulfilment  of  Capitular  Masonry's 
destiny. 

In  a  compact  jurisdiction  like  that  under  review, 
where  the  Chapters  are  within  hailing  distance  of  each 
other,  destiny  can  be  materially  assisted  by  a  convenient 
and  efficient  street  car  service. 

He  did  many  good  things  that  will  earmark  his  tenure 
of  office  for  some  time.  His  "  grand  "  and  informal  visi- 
tations were  numerous  and  useful.  Timely,  instructive 
and  appropriate  addresses  were  prepared  by  him  and 
given  to  his  Companions,  no  doubt  to  their  benefit.  Ex- 
tracts from  some  of  these  are  included  in  the  appendices 
and  are  excellent  reading. 

He  commended  the  good  work  of  the  High  Priests' 
Association  and  encouraged  it  as  a  factor  to  bring  about 
increased  interest.  His  recommendation  to  have  pre- 
pared biographical  sketches,  accompanied  by  portraits  of 
the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  since  the  earliest,  was  acted 
upon  in  the  case  of  two  who  held  the  high  office  in  the 
years  1867-70,  and  no  doubt  the  series  will  be  com- 
pleted, M.  E.  Comp.  Harper  being  an  expert  historio- 
grapher. 

The  Masonic  and  Eastern  Star  Home,  to  which  the 
symbolic  lodges  and  bodies  of  the  Eastern  Star  only  have 
contributed  hitherto,  he  thought  should  have  substantial 
aid  from  the  Companions.    They  agreed. 

Satisfactory  reports  were  submitted  by  the  Grand 
Lecturer  and  those  responsible  for  the  treasury.  Other 
committees  with  more  or  less  to  do  worked  cheerfully. 
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An  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  and  providing 
for  the  reduction  of  the  per  capita  tax  on  the  constituent 
Chapters  from  one  dollar  to  seventy-five  cents,  was 
presented  for  action  and  declared  lost. 

The  constituent  Chapters  presented  to  the  Grand 
High  Priest  two  luxurious  leather-covered  easy  chairs, 
so  that  when  he  gets  tired  of  one  he  can  find  rest  in  the 
other.  Needless  to  add  they  were  accepted  by  M.  E. 
Comp.  Harper. 

Next  we  turn  to  Companion  Roe  Fulkerson,  who 
submits  his  second  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters  "  with- 
out explanation  or  orchestration,  apology  or  prologue." 
Like  his  former  effort,  it  scintillates  with  humor  which 
thinly  veils  an  underlying  mingling  of  sense  and  rare 
modesty.  In  fact  he  is  in  a  class  by  himself,  or,  as  the 
Colorado  writer  puts  it,  "  We  have  every  variety  to  deal 
with  in  upwards  of  50  Grand  Jurisdictions — the  profound 
student,  the  sober  minded,  the  light  hearted,  the  his- 
torian, the  interesting,  the  prosy  and  Roe  Fulkerson. " 

Canada's   1910  volume  drew   from  him  two  pages  of 
comment.     He  opens  characteristically  : 

"As  the  country  girl  sits  at  the  stile  looking  anxiously  down 
the  lane  for  her  lover's  coming ;  as  the  smile  lights  up  her  face 
when  he  comes  in  sight,  so  the  reviewer  sits  watching  the  post- 
man anxiously,  and  so  his  face  lights  up  when  he  is  handed  the 
fat  volume  of  Proceedings  from  our  friends  on  the  north. 

"  If  there  was  ever  a  place  in  the  world  where  '  the  tail  wags 
the  dog'  it's  here;  for  the  correspondence  report  of  Companion 
Bennett  is  much  more  interesting  and  almost  as  large  as  all  the 
rest  of  the  book,  and — but  this  is  beginning  the  dinner  at  the 
dessert  end !  " 

His  review  of  our  Proceedings  indicates  that  he  read 
the  volume,  but  the  gratification  when  he  got  through  is 
apparent  and  not  unlike  that  of  the  little  boy  who,  having 
painfully  fidgetted  throughout  the  sermon  on  Sunday, 
smiled  radiantly  when  he  heard — "  and  now  in  conclu- 
sion." 

"  Next  we  come  to  Bennett,  who  is  the  biggest  and  most 
interesting  thing  among  the  139  Chapters,  with  14,000  members 
constituting  the  Royal  Craft  of  Canada." 
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Thereupon  he  proceeds  to  merrily  "  lambaste  "  us  to 
his  heart's  content  at  the  imminent  risk  of  ruining  the 
gaily  decorated  bells  which  he  jangles  fiercely  about  our 
unprotected  aural  decorations,  until,  tired  out,  he  gasps 
his  "  regrets  "  and  blames  Johnston  for  "  dumping  this 
job  on  our  narrow  shoulders."  If  he  failed  to  introduce 
his  report  with  an  apology,  he  works  it  in  occasionally 
afterwards  and  puts  it  all  on  "  Johnston."  Arvine  W. 
doubtless  can  stand  it. 

Our  criticism  of  the  patriotic  California  ruler  who 
declared  that  the  "American  flag  should  be  displayed  over 
every  Chapter  hall  at  every  Chapter  meeting "  elicits 
this : 

"  We  can  imagine  Bennett  watching  some  enthusiastic  idiot 
raising  one  over  his  Chapter !  I  humbly  opine  that  the  flag  would 
not  be  the  only  thing  raised  on  that  occasion !  Never  mind, 
Companion  Bennett ;  we  knew  a  Canadian  who  beat  his  wife,  but 
we  have  never  felt  that  all  Canadians  were  wife-beaters.  We 
have  not  commenced  to  raise  flags  here  yet." 

Any  or  all  who  doubt  the  propriety  of  connecting 
Masonry  and  the  Shrine  comes  in  for  his  unqualified 
disapproval.  Some  such  expressions  of  doubt  on  our 
part  brought  out  the  Fulkersonian  opinion  that,  on  that 
subject,  we  were  getting  "  old  womanish."  Well,  we 
have  enjoyed  acquaintance  with  many  good  old  women 
in  our  day  and  cannot  recall  one  of  them  who  would 
cheerfully  countenance  a  dancing  bear  at  a  mothers' 
meeting. 

Again,  he  is  apt  in  illustration  when  he  likens  our 
attitude  to  compulsory  membership  as  of  one  chasing  a 
buzz  fly  with  the  object  of  doing  it  permanent  injury. 
Why  not?  The  "pesky  varmint"  deserves  nothing  less 
than  violent  extinction. 

"  Swat  the  fly  "  was  quite  a  popular  form  of  hilarious 
activity  during  the  past  summer  in  various  afflicted  cen- 
tres on  this  continent,  but  that  it  is  a  new  form  of  amuse- 
ment cannot  well  be  established. 

Historians  inform  us  that,  about  a  hundred  years  ago, 
a    certain    monarch    who    rejoiced    in    the    cognomen    of 
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"  Hapsburg,"  but  was  familiarly  known  to  his  subjects 
and  others  as  Francis  Joseph,  yet  never  "  Frank  "  with 
anybody,  found  relaxation  and  exercise  in  the  quiet  of 
his  cabinet  at  Vienna  in  chasing  and  exterminating  the 
blue-bottles  with  a  "fly  flapper,"  as  the  chronicler  de- 
scribes the  toy  expressly  devised  for  the  royal  pastime. 
To  give  zest  to  his  enjoyment  the  Emperor  named  the 
particularly  large  and  irritating  buzzers  after  his  choicest 
enemies  and  regal  gentlemen  in  those  days  were  not  nig- 
gardly in  the  possession  of  such  undesirables.  When  the 
imperial  "flapper"  encountered  a  more  than  usually  noisy 
and  elusive  intruder  he  forthwith  named  it  "  Napoleon  " 
and  redoubled  his  energies  to  "  bash"  that  representative 
of  the  usurper  into  the  mummy  of  oblivion,  and  intense 
was  his  joy  when  he  laid  the  enemy  low.  The  veracious 
historian  further  relates  that  the  fly  hunting  pastime 
served  as  a  vent  for  the  subtle,  plotting  imperial  head- 
piece and  mighty  schemes  were  matured  under  cover 
of  a  little  innocent  indoor  amusement.  "  Napoleon  "  con- 
tinued to  soar  and  buzz  triumphantly  until  at  last  the 
flapper  found  him  and,  with  beaten  and  bruised  wings, 
he  made  spasmodic  attempts  to  again  rise  and  buzz,  but 
other  flappers  joined  in  the  game,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
aspiring  poison  disseminator  for  all  time. 

Companion  Fulkerson  may  discern  nothing  in  this 
fact,  culled  from  history,  but  it  points  a  moral  just  the 
same,  and  if  our  genial  Companion  can  affix  his  monocle 
without  peril  of  dislocating  his  expressive  features,  he 
will  see  it  in  time. 

There  was  more  than  speculation  in  the  eye  of  the 
Kentucky  reporter  when,  having  observed  the  successful 
efforts  of  the  reformer  and  his  defenders,  he  uttered  the 
following  trite  remark  just  a  year  ago: 

"A  continuation  of  legislation  following  the  trend  of  some 
years  past  will  make  of  the  Order  the  most  thoroughly  modern 
institution  in  existence,  its  claim  to  antiquity  resting  not  in  the 
possession  of  inherited  traits,  but  solely  on  the  fact  of  evolution 
from  a  remote  ancestry  whose  peculiarities  have  been  lost  in 
transition.  Modern  Masonry  will  have  to  the  Masonry  even  of 
1717  about  the  same  relation  that  man  does  to  the  anthropoid 
ape,  with  conditions,  as  to  improvement,  reversed." 
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"  For  he  '  shore  '  does  hate  to  hear  the  eagle  scream.'' 
Well,  Companion  F.,  occasionally,  we  admit.  When  one 
has  turkey  for  breakfast,  luncheon  and  dinner  and  the 
odour  hanging  about  during  the  sleeping  period,  the  de- 
sire for  more  is  apt  to  pall.  The  song  bird  referred  to  is 
imposing  in  its  place,  and  in  its  place  it  is  respected.  As 
there  is  a  place  for  everything,  so  too  every  place  is  not 
the  place  for  the  bird  of  freedom.  His  sweet  incessant 
warblings  become  monotonous  and  his  eternal  obtruding 
presence  "an  emfatic  noosance,"  as  the  late  "Artemus 
Ward,  showman,"  was  wont  to  remark. 

The  foregoing  is  offered  without  prejudice  and  it 
may  be  added,  we  are  rejoiced  to  learn  that  Companion 
Fulkerson  will  continue  with  us. 

Moses  D.  Mull,  Washington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington,  Grand  Secretary. 

England 

There  is  nothing  to  hand  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
"  Supreme  "  Grand  Chapter  but  an  eight-page  pamphlet 
purporting  to  relate  the  transactions  of  a  quarterly  Con- 
vocation "  holden "  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  London,  on 
Wednesday,  2nd  November,   1910. 

The  first  four  pages  are  devoted  to  a  list  of  Grand 
Officers  and  past  Grand  Officers  who  were  present,  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Ampthill  the  M.  E.  Pro  Grand  Z.  Rt. 
Hon.  Thomas  F.  Halsey,  Grand  H.,  and  Col.  R.  Townley 
Caldwell,  Grand  J.,  as  Grand  Council  presiding. 

The  Committee  of  General  Purposes'  report  included 
a  brief  financial  statement  for  the  three  months.  Peti- 
tions for  new  Chapters,  one  from  Leeds  and  two  from 
London,  all  of  which  were  recommended.  Eight  Chap- 
ters asked  and  obtained  permission  to  remove  from  their 
old  to  new  quarters. 

A  Chapter  at  Bolton,  having  proved  an  uninterrupted 
existence  of  one  hundred  years,  asked  authority  for  its 
members  to  wear  a  centenary  jewel. 
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The  Chapter  at  Christchurch,  New  Zealand,  having 
returned  its  charter  with  a  view  to  transferring  its  allegi- 
ance to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that  colony,  asked  the  ma- 
ternal blessing,  its  members  being  unanimous  in  the 
desire  to  quit  the  old  roof  tree.  The  request  was  in  like 
manner  unanimously  acceded  to. 

H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Connaught,  Grand  Z. 

Sir  Edward  Letchworth,  Grand  Secretary. 

Florida 

Chapters   .  .   30.  Members   .  .   2,080. 

The  beauty  and  eloquence  of  this  sun-kissed  State  is 
bunched  into  the  early  pages  of  the  volume  before  us. 
The  photograph  of  a  handsome  symbolic  jewel  of  goodly 
proportions  surmounted  by  a  Shrine  button  and  resting 
lovingly  on  the  heart  that  beats  loyally  beneath  the  gar- 
ment enveloping  the  responsible  shoulders  of  M.  E. 
Comp.  T.  Picton  Warlow,  Grand  High  Priest,  is  quite 
an  ornate  introduction  to  the  latter's  graphic  narration 
of  his  official  doings  for  a  year. 

To  his  Companions  assembled  in  Sixty-fifth  Annual 
Convocation  at  Jacksonville  on  the  9th  May,  191 1,  he 
tendered  fraternal  welcome  and  expressed  thanks  for 
"  general  prosperity."  He  mourned  the  dead  and  fit- 
tingly followed  a  list  of  the  departed  with  the  announce- 
ment of  the  demise  of  St.  John's  Chapter  No.  4  after  a 
quarter  of  a  century  of  active  existence,  during  which  it 
had  furnished  two  Grand  High  Priests  "  who  by  their 
constancy  and  zeal  had  long  contributed  to  the  happiness 
and  welfare  of  the  Order." 

Another  Chapter,  that  at  Lake  City,  was  reported  in 
a  state  of  inanition,  and  its  speedy  dissolution  was  urged. 
The  headsman  was  duly  notified. 

He  gallantly  responded  to  the  invitation  to  a  formal 
reception  of  the  visiting  Companions  by  the  ladies  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  and  suggested  the  early  closing  of  the 
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degree  work  by  Grand  Chapter,  so  that  all  might  bask  in 
the  light  of  the  fair  celestials. 

One  Chapter  was  instituted  and  two  new  Chapters 
constituted.  In  the  case  of  one  of  the  latter  the  ceremony, 
curiously  enough,  was  performed  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  which  was  "  beautifully  decorated  "  for  the  oc- 
casion, and  the  music  was  of  exceptional  merit.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  other  denominations,  if  any,  won't 
feel  hurt,  but  perhaps  they'll  each  live  in  hope  to  be  the 
particular  selection  when  the  next  similar  event  is  an- 
nounced. 

Grand  Secretary  Webster  and  two  other  M.  E.  col- 
leagues are  a  Committee  on  Correspondence,  but  they  do 
not  offer  any  explanation  or  apology  for  their  seeming 
indifference  to  report  thereon. 

Frank  B.  Stoneman,  Miami,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Wilber  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville,  Grand  Secretary. 


Georgia 

Chapters   .  .    132.  Members   .  .   6,893. 

This  is  the  thrice  blessed  jurisdiction  which  had  for 
its  honored  guests  in  the  previous  year  the  great  men  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  which  so  generously 
and  fraternally  feted  and  barbecued  them  under  real 
"  live  "  oaks  with  "  ghostly  branches  " — odd  combina- 
tion ;  yet  that  is  how  the  "  poet  laureate  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada  "  described  them.  He,  of  course,  is 
licensed,  you  know.  The  "  live  oaks  "  in  return  were  im- 
mortalized in  undying  verse  made  on  the  spot  by  the 
aforesaid  P.  L.  improvising  on  behalf  of  his  brother 
guests,  thus  providing  a  most  graceful  acknowledg- 
ment, satisfying  alike  to  entertainer  and  entertained. 
Generous  Georgia  did  its  whole  duty,  as  it  always  does, 
and  the  presence  of  that  great  aggregation  of  Capitular 
luminaries  was  naturally  expected  to  create  an  additional 
warmth  in  Georgia's  Capitular  sun  and  impart  a  resultant 
growth  in  Georgia's  fruitful  Capitular  soil. 
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There  was  certainly  a  gratifying  attendance  at  the 
Eighty-ninth  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Macon  on  the 
26th  April,  191 1.  The  official  roster  was  unbroken,  and 
some  twenty-five  Grand  Representatives  responded  to 
the  roll  call,  including  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  A.  Walton  for 
Canada.  They  were  given  hearty  welcome  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest.  The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Alabama  was 
a  visitor  and  was  greeted  with  the  customary  honors,  as 
was  also  M.  E.  Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley,  General  Grand 
High  Priest. 

William  F.  Bowe,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  com- 
manded the  close  attention  of  his  hearers  in  the  delivery 
of  an  address  which  not  only  indicated  serious  thought, 
but  also  active  work. 

Among  his  decisions  was  one  on  a  question  from  a 
Chapter  which  revealed  the  possession  of  elements  so 
often  encountered  in  lodge  and  Chapter,  the  common 
sense  reasoner  and  the  adamantine  upholder,  of  lex 
scripta.     He  put  it  thus  : 

"  A.  applies  for  degrees.  Ballot  held.  High  Priest  declares 
him  elected.  B.  calls  attention  that  he  thinks  there  is  a  black 
ball  in  the  box.  High  Priest  investigates  and  rinds  it  true. 
Election  held  up. 

"  At  the  next  convocation  B.  arises  and  says  the  party  casting 
the  black  ball  did  so  by  mistake,  thinking  the  petitioner  was  an- 
other person,  and  that  the  objection  is  withdrawn. 

"  Q.  Was  the  petitioner  elected  or  rejected?  The  question 
was  conducive  to  headache,  so  I  begged  them  not  to  come  to  me 
officially  but  to  get  out  of  it  some  way.  They  tried  and  evidently 
could  not.  One  side  claimed :  When  the  ballot  was  declared  it 
was  irrevocable.  Law  and  Order  Brigade  contended  that  a  black 
ball  was  an  objection  and  against  their  personal  feeling  they 
must  sustain  the  objection.  The  other  side  claimed  that  one 
black  ball  required  a  second  ballot,  which  was  not  taken. 

"  L.  and  O.  claimed  that  no  one  could  know  how  many  black 
balls  there  were. 

"  The  other  side  announced  that  B.  had  called  attention  that 
there  was  a  black  ball  and  afterwards  said  the  objection  was 
withdrawn.  L.  and  O.  said  the  party  casting  a  ballot  could  not 
disclose  whether  it  was  black  or  white,  therefore  B.  could  not 
withdraw  the  objection.  By  this  time  the  issue  was  so  involved 
that  I  would  have  been  glad  to  go  back  by  the  route  I  came,  but 


APPENDIX  xxvii 

as  the  question  seemed  to  be  like  the  house  that  Jack  built,  and 
I  could  not  escape  it,  I  decided  as  follows : 

"  The  ballot  was  void  and  should  be  retaken,  but  in  order  to 
do  no  injustice  to  any  Companion,  every  member  of  the  Chapter 
should  be  notified  of  the  intention  to  reballot  at  a  certain  convo- 
cation. Thus  the  Chapter  would  be  protected  and  no  violence 
done  the  petitioner." 

Why  the  remarkable  "  hindsight  "  of  Companion  B., 
who  detected  a  black  ball  in  the  box,  was  not  made  a  sub- 
ject for  investigation  is  not  explained.  The  G.  H.  P.'s 
decision,  which  perhaps  was  as  just  as  the  "involved" 
circumstances  permitted,  might  well  have  been  amplified 
by  a  demand  for  inquiry  into  the  amazing  perspicacity  of 
a  Companion  who  saw  where  no  other  eye  could  pene- 
trate. 

The  freaky  dependent  membership  legislation  looms 
up  in  another  of  his  decisions.  With  only  the  bald  facts 
given  in  question  and  answer,  one  can  but  assume  that 
because  the  brother  couldn't  pay  to  his  lodge  and  could 
pay  to  his  Chapter  the  privilege  of  Companionship  is 
denied  him. 

"  Q.  Does  the  fact  of  a  Companion  being  suspended  from 
his  Lodge  for  non-payment  of  dues  constitute  a  Masonic  offence 
for  which  he  should  be  tried  in  his  Chapter,  even  if  he  is  clean 
in  his  Chapter  on  that  account?  We  have  such  a  case  reported 
from  our  Lodge  and  I  would  like  to  know  what  is  proper  action 
to  take  about  it? 

"Ans.  Debt  in  itself  is  not  a  Masonic  offence,  therefore  the 
Companion  is  not  subject  to  trial,  but  suspension  by  Blue  Lodge 
for  any  cause  suspends  in  Chapter." 

It  seems  to  this  writer  that  debt  is  very  much  a 
"Masonic  offence  in  Georgia,  to  judge  by  results.  The 
brother  possessed  Masonic  ambition  enough  to  hold 
membership  in  his  Chapter  where  he  could  pay,  and  no 
doubt  time  and  circumstances  would  enable  him  to  re- 
sume his  place  in  lodge,  where,  just  at  present,  he  was 
unable  to  pay.  But  no,  "  law  and  order  "  steps  in  and 
says :  "  You  are  not  so  free  in  this  freedom-loving  fra- 
ternity as  you  thought ;  you  have  omitted  to  pay  dues  into 
your  lodge  and  must,  therefore,  sacrifice  your  love  for 
the  Chapter.     The  omission,  it  is  true,  is  not  a  Masonic 
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offence  for  which  you  could  be  placed  on  trial,  certainly 
not,  but  we  have  no  further  use  for  you  just  the  same. 
Get  out." 

The  spark  of  Masonic  affection  which  he  strove  to 
keep  alive  by  his  Chapter  connection  is  thus  ruthlessly 
extinguished  forever,  the  cherished  ideals  of  a  fraternity 
teaching  brotherly  love  and  charity  are  dispelled  and  give 
place  to  a  reality  which  he  is  probably  glad  to  escape  from 
and  renounce. 

New  Chapters  were  created  and  some  that  had  given 
up  the  ghost  were  restored,  at  so  much  per. 

In  the  matter  of  dispensations,  he  determined  at  first 
that  he  would  only  grant  them  for  extra  good  reason, 
but  after  becoming  convinced  that  the  laxity  of  the  Chap- 
ters was  largely  through  conditions  allowed  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  deeming  that  a  stricture  suddenly  applied 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  Chapters,  he  "  finally  granted 
dispensations  for  almost  any  cause." 

A  remarkable  occurrence,  before  which  the  manifesto 
of  the  "  three  tailors  of  Tooley  St."  sinks  to  insignificance, 
is  among  his  experiences.  It  appears  that  a  few  of  the 
good  brethren  of  Columbus,  Ga.,  gathered  informally  in 
that  centre  of  civilization  and  intelligence  and,  having 
loaded  themselves  up  with  facts  and  figures,  proceeded 
to  demonstrate  that  the  United  States  was  the  vilest  place 
on  God's  green  footstool.  With  rare  perseverance  and 
an  industry  worthy  of  great  results,  they  drew  a  picture 
of  horrors  so  atrocious  and  a  condition  of  affairs  so 
shocking  that  the  revelation  must  shake  to  its  founda- 
tions, if  not  shatter,  the  vast  structure  society  has  erected 
to  its  progress  and  respectability  in  the  century  devoted 
to  its  growth.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  gems  discovered  in 
this  great  unselfish  quest : 

"  The  value  of  the  wool  crop  is  $292,000,000  in  the  United 
States. 

"The  value  of  the  coal  mined  is  $350,000,000  in  the  United 
States. 

"  The  value  of  the  wheat  crop  is  $735,000,000  in  the  United 
States,  but  the  cost  of  crime  is  equal  to  all  three  combined. 
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"  There  are  thirty  murders  a  day,  more  than  one  every  hour 
of  the  twenty-four;  200  every  week;  over  10,000  every  year,  and 
it  is  growing  worse,  not  better.  It  appears  that  crime  has  in- 
creased four  and  a  half  times  in  twenty  years. 

"  We  have  more  homicides  in  the  United  States  than  occur 
in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Holland,  Belgium,  Germany,  Aus- 
tria, Hungary,  Italy,  France  and  Spain  all  combined,  notwith- 
standing their  population  is  three  times  ours. 

"  More  people  are  murdered  in  the  United  States  in  three 
years  than  were  lives  lost  in  the  British  army  in  the  Boer  War. 

"  For  the  entire  United  States  less  than  two  out  of  one 
hundred  murderers  are  punished,  the  other  ninety-eight  go  abso- 
lutely free.  It  is  more  dangerous  to  steal  a  loaf  of  bread,  rob  a 
hen-roost  or  shoot  your  neighbor's  dog,  than  it  is  to  kill  a  human 
being. 

"  It  is  probabhe  that  12,000  to  15,000  widows  and  orphans  are 
created  through  murder  every  year.  It  is  a  well-established  fact 
that  crime  unpunished  invites  further  crime.  Technicalities  of  the 
law,  by  which  long  delays  are  secured,  perjury  on  the  witness 
stand,  and  maudlin  sentiment,  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  and 
crime  is  steadily  increasing.  Is  it  not  time  for  the  people  to 
wake  up  to  the  true  situation  ?  To  know  these  conditions  without 
an  earnest  appeal  to  public  sentiment  throughout  the  country  to 
change  them  would  seem  like  a  contributory  negligence." 

So  appalling  an  indictment  must  needs  call  for  prompt 
action, '  and  these  good  Georgia  brethren,  in  the  fond 
belief  that  the  Masonic  body  was  the  proper  medium  to 
bring  the  people  to  a  realization  of  the  alarming  condi- 
tions to  which  they  were  apparently  blind,  sent  out  a 
touching  appeal  to  the  Craft  at  large,  through  its  rulers, 
"  to  do  their  duty  as  good  citizens." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  sympathetic  in  his  reply, 
but  declined  to  officially  assent  to  a  Masonic  crusade, 
very  properly  expressing  his  doubt  of  an  accurate  inter- 
pretation of  the  motives  on  the  part  of  the  promoters  by 
the  non-Masonic  community.  He  did  not  think  it  "  in 
harmony  with  Masonic  ideas  and  policy  either  to  in- 
augurate or  co-operate  with  a  general  outside  public 
movement." 

The  inspection  of  the  Chapters  interested  him,  and  to 
his  appointed  Grand  Lecturers  he  gave  instructions  which 
enabled  him  to  acquire  some  idea  of  their  conditions.  The 
results  were  not  wholly  satisfactory. 
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"  There  is  not  any  unity  of  purpose,  or  any  community  of 
interests.  Each  Chapter  works  out  its  own  destiny,  but  there  has 
been  no  upbuilding  sentiment;  no  distribution  of  methods,  and 
very  little  encouragement  from  the  strong  to  the  weak.  This 
condition  has  existed  so  long  that  there  is  seemingly  an  idea 
among  some  of  the  Chapters  that  individualism  of  the  Chapters 
is  all  that  is  necessary." 

His  review  of  the  situation  amounted  to  a  condemna- 
tion of  Grand  Chapter's  apathy  and  lack  of  system.  The 
Grand  Chapter,  he  said,  "  has  been  content  to  allow 
Capitular  Masonry  to  be  considered  an  adjunct  to  the 
Blue  Lodge  and  a  stepping  stone  to  the  Commandery." 
He  observed,  too,  that  the  naming  of  a  Chapter  after 
some  Companion  in  the  flesh  was  not  conducive  to  its 
success.  Chapters  thus  handicapped  were  invariably 
failures. 

His  address  throughout  was  that  of  a  practical  ruler, 
and  his  recommendation  for  a  general  "  shake-up "  is 
likely  to  be  followed,  and  no  doubt  the  Grand  Secretary 
will  be  glad  of  any  change  that  will  bring  about  a  greater 
degree  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the  subordinates. 
The  Finance  Committee  indeed  took  hold  of  "the  new 
broom  "  with  enthusiasm  and  communicated  direct  with 
the  Chapters,  and  in  other  respects  displayed  remarkable 
activity. 

The  Committee's  recommendation  to  discontinue  the 
telephone  in  the  Grand  Secretary's  residence  at  $96  a 
year  will  not  be  pleasant  hearing  for  the  Assistant  to  the 
Grand  Secretary,  but  no  doubt  Mrs.  W.  will  survive 
the  deprivation. 

Three  out  of  the  six  Grand  Lecturers  reporting  did 
little  or  nothing,  one  owing  to  illness  and  the  others  be- 
cause the  Chapters  did  not  want  them.  The  sick  Com- 
panion endeavored  to  secure  a  proxy,  but  nobody  ex- 
pressed eagerness  for  the  job.  Another  reported  that 
in  his  district  "  an  inordinate  lethargy  had  seized  the 
Companions,"  while  he  to  whom  the  Ninth  District  was 
intrusted  sent  in  the  following  cheerful  report : 

"  It  seemed  to  be  impossible  to  accomplish  anything  in  my 
District,  believing  that  the  first  work  should  be  my  own  Chapter, 
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I  earnestly  endeavored  to  arouse  them,  but  they  apparently  desired 
to  remain  dead.     I   regret  my  inability  to  accomplish  anything." 

And  all  this  in  the  land  of  "  live  "  oaks,  "  silvery  spray 
water  "  and  William  F.  Bowe.  The  latter  s  vigorous  ex- 
ample will,  no  doubt,  create  a  beneficial  impetus  where 
the  inspiring  presence  of  the  General  Grand  failed. 

Companion  A.  Q.  Moody  submits  his  second  report 
on  Correspondence,  which,  though  admirable  as  a  suc- 
cessful precis,  hardly  measures  up  to  the  standard  sug- 
gested by  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  his  address : 

"  The  office  of  Foreign  Correspondent  is  one  of  great  oppor- 
tunity for  good.  But,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  best  results,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  compare  those  points  of  excellence  in 
foreign  jurisdictions  in  which  our  own  Grand  Chapter  may 
appear  at  a  disadvantage.  Notwithstanding  it  is  more  pleasant 
to  avoid  doing  this,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  essential  duty." 

"  Every  fact  of  excellence  and  every  method  of  improvement 
adopted  by  the  sister  jurisdictions  should  be  noted  and  com- 
mented upon  in  order  to  bring  to  the  minds  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  this  Grand  Body  a  comparison  between  their  methods 
and  our  own  in  order  that  we  may  benefit  by  their  thought  and 
experience." 

It  may  be  that  Comp.  Moody  is  restricted  by  his 
Grand  Chapter,  and  if  so  he  does  well  within  his  limited 
space.    He  gives  to  Canada  for  1910  a  favorable  notice. 

John  R.  Wilkinson,  Atlanta,  Grand  High  Priest. 
W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon,  Grand  Secretary. 

Idaho 

Chapters   .  .    14.  Members   .  .839. 

This  two-year-old  among  the  Grand  Chapters  is  ap- 
parently thriving,  and  a  glance  at  its  proceedings  of  the 
Second  Annual  Convocation,  at  Boise  City  on  13th  June, 
19 10,  would  indicate  that  it  has  successfully  cut  its  eye 
teeth.  An  examination  of  its  Constitution,  however, 
makes  it  plain  that  the  virus  of  over-indulgence  in  unwise 
legislation,  contracted  by  older  members  of  the  family, 
has  been  communicated  to  an  otherwise  healthy  infant. 
Such  is  the  lamentable  effect  of  example. 
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Grand  High  Priest  Frank  D.  Winn  welcomed  the 
Companions  to  "  this  beautiful  city,  the  Capital  of  be- 
loved Idaho — the  Gem  of  the  Mountains."  He  reported 
two  Chapters  constituted  and  one  at  Twin  Falls  was 
working  under  his  dispensation. 

He  went  to  the  General  Grand  at  Savannah  and  had 
a  three  day  "  feast  of  reason,"  which  left  a  deep  im- 
pression. 

The  story  of  his  year  was  ringed  with  regret  because 
he  was  unable  to  officially  visit  the  Chapters.  Is  this 
environment  again? 

All  the  reports  of  the  officers  and  Committees  were 
satisfactory.  The  last  new  Chapter  is  No.  15,  and  it  is 
noticed  that  No.  5  has  no  present  existence  nor  does  the 
volume  explain  the  hiatus. 

The  third  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Coeur 
d'Alene  in  June,  191 1,  but  of  its  doings  we  have  yet  to 
hear.  It  may  be  added  that  Canada  has  not  yet  listed 
Idaho,  for  obvious  reasons. 

Jotham  A.  Lippincott,  Idaho  City,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Albert  A.  Jessup,  Boise,  Grand  Secretary. 

iiiinois 

Chapters   .  .    198.  Members  —  31,134. 

"  Beautiful  and  appropriate  musical  selections "  by 
the  Lexington  Quartette,  "  a  choice  programme  of  in- 
strumental music  "  by  the  St.  Cecilia  Orchestra,  preceded 
by  devotional  exercises  led  by  the  Grand  Chaplain,  were 
fitting  accompaniments  to  the  opening  of  the  Sixty-first 
Annual  Convocation  in  Chicago  on  the  27th  October, 
1910. 

"  The  minds  and  hearts  of  the  representatives  being 
thus  soothed  by  a  concourse  of  sweet  sounds,"  the  regular 
business  was  proceeded  with.  Canada's  envoy  was  not  in 
the  line-up  of  Grand  Representatives. 


APPENDIX  xxxiii 

With  very  cheering  words  Grand  High  Priest  H.  H. 
Montgomery  inaugurated  his  address : 

"  Companions  have  dwelt  together  in  unity.  Nothing  of 
discordant  nature  has  come  before  me  for  consideration.  Re- 
markable diligence  has  characterized  the  fleeting  months,  result- 
ing in  a  bountiful  harvest.  The  year  has  been  a  record-breaker 
in  the  matter  of  membership,  showing  a  net  increase  of  1,810,  the 
highest  net  increase  previously  being  1,560." 

Two  well-loved  and  distinguished  Companions  had 
passed  away  during  the  year,  John  M.  Pearson  and 
William  Berry  Grimes.  The  former  presided  over  Grand 
Chapter  in  1869  and  the  latter  in  1898. 

In  connection  with  the  demise  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Grimes, 
which  took  place  at  his  home  in  Pittsfield,  the  G.  H.  P. 
took  occasion  to  severely  censure  the  Chapter  located 
there  for  its  failure  to  notify  the  Grand  officers  of  the 
event,  thus  preventing  a  representation  of  Grand  Chapter 
at  the  funeral. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Pearson  was  a  most  valued  member  of 
the  Illinois  Grand  bodies  and  his  reputation  as  a  Masonic 
scholar  had  gone  far  afield. 

During  the  year  successful  Schools  of  Instruction 
were  held,  with  gratifying  results.  Four  new  Chapters 
were  constituted  and  one  instituted  under  dispensation. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  did  considerable  Chapter  visi- 
tation and  witnessed  their  working.  One  of  them,  Lin- 
coln Park  No.  177,  he  dubs  "  the  most  active  Chapter  in 
the  State  or  nation." 

He  expressed  regret  that  Virginia  proved  dilatory  in 
the  matter  of  exchanging  Representatives,  and  complained 
of  official  discourtesy  in  not  replying  to  letters  on  the 
subject. 

One  of  the  Chapters  was  so  enfeebled  that  its  secre- 
tary wrote  of  its  condition.  An  abortive  attempt  to  in- 
fuse some  life  was  attempted,  and  finally  the  G.  H.  P. 
called  in  the  charter. 
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From  two  places  came  requests  for  permission  to  go 
elsewhere  to  confer  the  degrees  and  the  official  reply  in 
one  case  was  "A  Chapter  has  no  authority  to  hippodrome 
about  the  country."  One  has  frequently  heard  of  "  horse- 
play "  being  indulged  in,  but  this  is  the  first  instance  of 
the  equine  proper  being  suggested. 

His  decisions  and  recommendations  did  not  all  appeal 
to  the  sapient  members  of  the  Committee  to  whom  they 
were  referred.  He  ruled  against  an  applicant  who  was 
minus  the  three  lesser  fingers  of  the  right  hand.  The 
Committee  pronounced  him  eligible. 

A  Companion  s.n.p.d.  desired  to  make  himself  right, 
but  his  former  Chapter  had  become  defunct.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  saw  a  way  out.    The  Committee  didn't. 

For  the  better  preservation  of  rituals  the  Grand  High 
Priest  suggested  protective  legislation.  The  Committee 
considered  the  old  methods  good  enough. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  recommended  the  sanction  of 
the  three  nearest  Chapters  to  the  petition  for  a  new  Chap- 
ter. "  No  change  in  the  existing  law,"  said  the  Com- 
mittee. 

For  any  applicant  who  had  paid  his  fees  but  was  re- 
tarded by  a  lazy  Chapter  for  years,  the  G.  H.  P.  sug- 
gested relief  by  a  dispensation  permitting  him  to  obtain 
the  degrees  in  another  Chapter.  To  this  the  Committee 
demurred  on  the  ground  that  "  it  would  be  a  violation 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  Masonry."  Such  con- 
scientious scruple  in  a  jurisdiction  that  permits  compul- 
sory membership  is,  to  say  the  least,  rich  if  not  rare. 

The  Correspondence  report  is  the  brainy  work  of 
Grand  Secretary  Warvelle  and  is,  of  course,  interesting. 
He  pays  little  attention  to  reviewing  after  the  manner  of 
the  average,  but  while  he  chooses  to  be  brief  his  eye  is 
quick  and  he  never  fails  to  seize  upon  the  thing  that 
catches  his  fancy  and  pointedly  brings  it  to  notice.  Sta- 
tistics, except  where  the  race  for  numerical  precedence 
is  concerned,  he  has  little  use  for,  yet  there  are  readers 
in  Illinois  as  well  as  in  Canada  who  incline  to  that  sort 
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of  entertainment  occasionally — why,  they  alone  can  tell. 
To  the  Michigan  man  who  had  expressed  some  anxiety 
as  to  ways  and  means  to  provide  his  Companions  with  a 
course  of  instructive  reading  from  the  Correspondence 
reports,  he  pertinently  remarks : 

"  One  way  to  secure  the  reading  of  correspondence  reports 
is  to  have  the  Committee  write  something,  or,  at  least,  to  make 
an  effort  in  that  direction.  One  thing  more  is  certain,  and  that 
is  that  you  cannot  arouse  much  interest  in  a  bare  recital  of  the 
routine  business  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Samoa.  It  may  be 
that  the  masses  are  perverse  when  they  refuse  that  sort  of  mental 
pabulum. " 

A  dozen-line  glance  at  Canada,  1910,  he  sizes  up 
tersely  thus :  "All  things  considered,  the  great  Empire  of 
the  North  is  in  fine  condition  Masonically,  and  so  may  it 
ever  continue." 

One  can  always  learn  something  from  Comp.  War- 
veil  e.  The  newspaper  inflated  proposition  to  erect  a 
Masonic  Temple  in  Jerusalem  he  treats  caustically : 

"  The  prospectus  further  says  that  the  building  is  to  be  a 
sort  of  monument  '  to  mark  the  traditional  birthplace  of 
Masonry.'  If  it  had  said  the  'modern  tradition  I  should  have 
found  no  fault  with  the  statement.  But,  as  a  matter  of  undis- 
puted fact,  Egypt,  and  not  Jerusalem,  is  the  '  traditional  birth- 
place of  Masonry,'  and  the  'great  Clark  Euclid'  and  not  King 
Solomon  was  the  father  of  the  Craft.  If  the  Regius  Poem  had 
been  known  when  the  Rev.  James  Anderson  compiled  his  arrange- 
ment of  the  Constitutions  our  present  '  history '  would  undoubt- 
edly be  very  different  from  what  it  is.  But  this  old  manuscript 
was  not  discovered  until  about  1840,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
Temple  legend  had  grown  to  its  present  proportions.  From  the 
legends  of  the  Regius  Poem,  however,  it  seems  the  old  Masons 
knew  nothing  about  a  Jewish  origin  of  their  craft,  and  that  it 
was  brought  to  England  direct  from  Egypt." 

Where  now  is  the  Egyptian  Rite  with  its  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  degrees,  that  glittering  bait  that  was  dangled 
in  front  of  eager  eyes  about  thirty  or  more  years  ago  and 
offered  "  at  a  sacrifice  "  ?  What  would  its  promoters  not 
have  given  for  such  a  free  boom  ad.  as  the  above  ?  Com- 
ing at  this  late  day,  it's  enough  to  make  the  poor  corpse 
shiver  in  its  mummy  cloths  and  spices. 


draw 


Comp.  Warvelle  contributes   a   fourth   to  that  long- 
wn-out  serial  "  The  American  Royal  Arch,"  in  which 
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there  is  much  to  interest  and  very  little  to  satisfy.  Two 
or  three  years  ago  we  asked  for  some  authentic  proof  to 
justify  his  statement  that  the  officers  of  a  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  as  now  known  in  the  American  ritual  were  simi- 
larly named  in  England  and  that  the  American  Capitular 
Rite  was  imported  from  that  country.  The  reason  for 
such  request  was,  that  frequent  communications  with  well- 
known  brethren  in  the  old  land  who  had  made  Masonic 
research  their  life  hobby,  as  well  as  a  course  of  personal 
enquiry  on  the  historic  ground  itself,  and  continued  even 
in  the  present  year,  failed  utterly  to  establish  the  position 
taken  by  Comp.  Warvelle.  There  was  no  idea  of  doubt- 
ing his  positive  declaration.  All  that  we  appealed  for 
was  the  basis  on  which  it  rested.  We  are  still  without 
that  proof. 

Meantime  it  was  suggested  in  these  pages  that  the 
official  nomenclature  had  its  origin  in  Ireland,  where  the 
legend  adopted  as  the  foundation  of  the  degree  was 
wholly  different  from  that  practised  in  England  or  the 
United  States,  that  the  degree  was  formerly  worked 
under  the  lodge  warrant  and  that  the  many  field  war- 
rants issued  by  the  Irish  Grand  Lodge  to  regiments  sta- 
tioned in  the  North  American  colonies  were  responsible 
to  a  great  extent  for  the  promulgation  of  Irish  usage 
and  methods. 

That  this  suggestion  appealed  to  Comp.  Warvelle  is 
apparent  in  his  latest  paper,  in  which,  referring  to  the 
Capitular  degree  being  conferred  in  a  "  Royal  Arch 
Lodge  "  attached  to  St.  Andrew's  Lodge  at  Boston  in 
1769,  he  accounts  for  the  conjunction  by  the  probability 
"  that  the  brethren  received  it  from  a  British  regiment 
then  stationed  at  Boston  and  that  the  working  was  Irish.'' 
This  is  certainly  gratifying,  as  it  shows  that  Comp.  War- 
velle is  at  work  on  the  right  lines  and  may  yet  bring  to 
light  valuable  facts. 

Of  the  Irish  system  and  methods,  which  he  refers  to 
as  having  been  explained  to  him  by  Dr.  Crawley  of  Dub- 
lin, they  were  well  known  hitherto  and  were  dealt  with 
in  these  pages  a  couple  of  years  ago. 
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In  a  very  attractive  style  he  strings  together  the  theo- 
ries which  he  has  adopted  and  presents  them  in  such 
fashion  that  his  readers  are  naturally  disposed  to  accept 
them  as  facts.  Fortunately,  perhaps,  for  them,  he  has 
permitted  long  intervals  between  the  several  issues  of  his 
"  Royal  Arch  "  papers,  and  their  recollection  of  previous 
statements,  which  would  otherwise  undoubtedly  lead  them 
into  a  sea  of  doubt,  is  thus  rendered  more  or  less  de- 
fective. As  an  instance,  Companion  Warvelle  in  one  of 
his  former  papers,  published  three  or  four  years  ago, 
stated  as  a  fact  that  the  U.  S.  Royal  Arch  degree  "  with 
officers  as  we  now  know  them  "  was  a  direct  importation 
from  England.  What  does  he  say  now  after  this  pro- 
longed lapse? 

"  During  the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  there  were 
at  least  three,  and  possibly  four,  distinct  methods  of  working  the 
Royal  Arch  employed  in  the  Chapters  of  the  British  Islands. 
Each  of  these  three,  or  more,  systems  have  left  a  direct  impress 
on  the  present  accepted  ritual  of  the  United  States.  During  the 
colonial  period  Capitular  Masonry  was  but  little  cultivated  and 
only  in  isolated  parts  of  the  country.  It  is  thought,  and  not 
without  much  show  of  reason,  that  the  Lodges  attached  to  the 
British,  and  particularly  to  the  Irish,  regiments,  were  largely  in- 
strumental in  diffusing  the  degree  at  this  time." 

Or,  in  other  words,  he  expresses  the  opinion,  sub- 
mitted by  this  writer  at  the  time,  that  the  U.  S.  Royal 
Arch  was  a  patchwork  production  made  up  of  the  English 
legend  and  officered  as  in  the  Irish.  Moreover  we  attri- 
buted the  latter  phase  of.  it  to  a  source  which  he  had  not 
hitherto  mentioned,  viz.,  the  field  warrants  issued  to 
British  regiments  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  and 
for  the  reason  that  the  chief  officer  of  the  Chapter,  as 
worked  at  that  period  under  the  Irish  warrants,  was  the 
High  Priest  and  not  Zerubbabel  as  in  England  by  both 
the  rival  bodies.  The  late  W.  J.  Hughan,  in  a  letter 
quoted  in  extenso  in  a  previous  report  by  the  writer,  and 
still  in  the  latter's  possession,  stated  that  there  was  not  a 
particle  of  evidence  extant  to  base  even  an  assumption 
that  the  officers  of  a  Chapter  in  England  from  the  earliest 
known  working  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  both  in  the 
"  Moderns  "  and  the  "Ancients,"  were  other  than  Z.  H. 


xxxviii  APPENDIX 

and  J.,  except  in  the  instance  quoted,  when  K.  S.,  H.  K.  T., 
and  H.  A.  B.  were  used  in  one  of  the  records  preserved. 

Again,  writing  of  the  Irish  Royal  Arch,  Comp.  War- 
velle  says : 

"  From  the  earliest  period  the  officers  seem  to  have  been 
High  Priest  (Hilkiah),  King  (Josiah)  and  Scribe  (Shaphan;, 
and  it  is  from  this  arrangement  that  our  present  precedence  of 
officers  is  probably  derived.  Without  exception,  all  of  the  old 
Irish  certificates  thus  far  discovered  show  the  High  Priest  as 
the  presiding  officer.  This  was  the  degree  conferred  on  Law- 
rence Dermott  in  the  year  1746,  and  which,  presumably,  he  car- 
ried to  England  when  he  became  the  controlling  spirit  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  'Antients.'  " 

He  is  undoubtedly  right  as  to  the  derivation  of  the 
official  arrangement  of  officers  in  the  U.  S.  system,  but  a 
little  thought  would  have  occasioned  a  hesitation  ere  he 
associated  Lawrence  Dermott's  name  with  the  Irish  Royal 
Arch.  That  Masonic  worthy,  it  is  said,  received  the  de- 
gree in  Dublin  in  1746,  just  a  couple  of  years  after  the 
publication  of  Dr.  Dassigny's  brochure  in  which  he  re- 
lated the  incident  of  a  peddler  who,  having  foisted  a 
bogus  R.  A.  degree  upon  some  victims  in  Dublin,  was 
exposed  by  a  brother  who  "  had  received  that  excellent 
part  of  Masonry  some  time  before  in  London." 

Adverting  to  this  narration,  Historian  Gould  says : 
"  This  only  proves  that  a  side  or  bye  degree,  as  yet  un- 
recognized by  the  governing  bodies  at  York  and  the  three 
capitals,  had  found  its  way  from  London  to  Dublin." 
Whatever,  therefore,  the  degree  was  that  Dermott  re- 
ceived in  1746,  it  could  not  have  been  that  fabricated 
years  later  and  worked  under  the  Irish  warrant  with  the 
High  Priest  as  chief  officer.  There  is  reason  to  assume 
that  it  was  this  same  side  degree,  for  had  it  been  that  of 
Irish  origin  there  is  little  room  to  doubt  but  that  Dermott 
would  have  exercised  his  rare  talents  to  have  it  grafted 
on  the  system  of  the  "Ancients,"  as  he  did  the  laws,  etc., 
which  he  brought  with  him  from  his  Irish  Lodge.  Der- 
mott, it  must  also  be  remembered,  on  transferring  his 
activities  from  Dublin  to  London,  allied  himself  with  the 
original  Grand  Lodge  or  the  "  Moderns,"  as  he  after- 
wards dubbed  its  adherents,  and  there  presumably  famil- 


APPENDIX  xxxix 

iarized  himself  further  with  the  side  degree  to  which  he 
was  introduced  before  leaving  Ireland.  Hence  his  adher- 
ence subsequently  to  the  ceremony  as  practised  by  both 
the  original  and  schismatic  bodies. 

We  confess  to  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  "  extensive 
investigation "  of  the  English  Royal  Arch  pursued  by 
the  late  Dr.  Mackey,  as  related  by  Comp.  Warvelle.  Pos- 
sibly it  is  of  the  same  kin  and  credibility  as  some  other 
works  posthumously  credited  to  the  labors  of  that  con- 
scientious and  accurate  writer.  In  any  case,  the  statement 
that  the  "  Ancients  "  employed  a  different  ritual  to  the 
"  Moderns  "  and  that  "  the  High  Priest  was  the  First 
Principal  "  is  so  at  variance  with  the  researches  and  find- 
ings of  students  who  have  expended  years  of  toil,  long 
after  Dr.  Mackey's  death,  that  one  may  be  pardoned  for 
being  sceptical  as  to  its  bona  fides.  Here,  too,  the  evi- 
dence is  not  submitted,  and  without  it  such  statements 
are  valueless,  even  though  supported  by  the  "  opinion  " 
of  esteemed  friends. 

"  This  view  is  further  strengthened  by  the  statements  of  the 
Rev.  George  Oliver,  who,  although  a  great  admirer  of  Dunckerly, 
the  oracle  of  the  'Moderns/  is  yet  constrained  to  say  of  him, 
that  '  he  certainly  laid  himself  open  to  the  charge  of  building  on 
another  man's  foundation,  for  he  reconstructed  Dermott's  Royal 
Arch  and  introduced  it  into  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  " 

In  view  of  the  latter-day  estimates  of  the  good  Dr. 
Oliver's  statements  on  matters  of  history  by  modern 
Masonic  writers,  it  is  amazing  that  so  diligent  a  reader  as 
Comp.  Warvelle  should  credit  that  worthy,  zealous  but 
credulous  Mason,  who,  as  has  been  asserted,  innocently 
accepted  tradition  and  current  gossip  of  the  period  as 
genuine  and  without  the  necessary  studious  enquiry,  of 
which  he  was  eminently  capable,  gave  them  to  the  world 
as  gospel.  For  a  long  period  of  years  Dr.  Oliver's  dicta 
was  believed  in  implicitly,  and  thus  history  and  "  opin- 
ion "  became  so  mixed  that  until  recent  years  there  was 
much  confusion.  A  new  generation  of  searchers  after 
truth  were,  however,  in  course  of  time  found  delving  in 
the  quarries,  and  the  fruits  of  their  labors  have  dispelled 
much  of  the  theories  and  opinions  which  through  long 
use  had   come   to   be   regarded  as   "  facts."     Their   dis- 
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coveries,  based  on  authentic  data,  have  been  set  forth  in 
their  writings,  and  while  much  of  importance,  especially 
the  origin  of  the  Royal  Arch,  is  still  shrouded  in  mys- 
tery, they  have  served  to  shatter  many  of  the  beliefs  of 
our  Masonic  youth  gathered  from  sources  held  at  the 
time  to  be  reliable. 

Take,  for  example,  the  frequent  use  of  the  phrase 
"  Dermott's  Royal  Arch "  or  "  the  Dunckerly  ritual," 
whereas  the  most  patient  examination  of  all  the  records 
concerning  those  two  enthusiasts  in  the  Craft  which  have 
with  the  most  diligent  research  been  uncovered  and 
brought  to  light  have  failed  completely  to  connect  either 
of  them  with  originating  a  ceremony  or  even  constructing 
a  "  lecture,"  a  feature  quite  in  favor  during  their  epoch. 
That  either  or  both  may  have  attempted  improvement  or 
alteration  in  the  existing  ceremony  is  possible,  but  there  is 
no  proof  that  they  did  so.  The  conscientious  historian  in 
comparing  incidents  and  circumstances  with  subsequent 
events  may  reasonably  venture  an  individual  opinion,  but 
he  is  careful  to  give  it  a  name  and  does  not  submit  it  as 
"  evidence  of  fact." 

In  his  "  Life  of  Thomas  Dunckerley,"  the  late  Henry 
Sadler,  Librarian  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  intro- 
duces the  former's  connection  with  the  Royal  Arch  in 
these  words : 

"  I  am  persuaded  that  my  immediate  object  will 
be  best  attained  by  recording  as  briefly  as  possible  the 
part  played  by  Thomas  Dunckerley  in  the  Order  as 
he  found  it,  being  under  the  firm  conviction  that  he 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  its  origin,  but  a 
very  great  deal  to  do  with  its  extension  and  elevation." 

As  recently  as  last  summer  and  just  a  month  or  so 
before  his  sudden  taking  off,  Bro.  Sadler,  in  conversation 
with  the  writer,  emphasized  his  conviction  that  Duncker- 
ley at  no  period  of  his  active  existence  as  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  attempted  any  improvement  on  the  ceremony  such 
as  it  was,  for  the  reason  that  there  had  been  nothing  dis- 
covered then,  or  since,  to  support  it.  He  further,  and  for 
similar  cause,  corroborated  the  Hughan  declaration  with 
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regard  to  Dermott's  non-interference  with  the  then  Royal 
Arch,  and  which  Bro.  Sadler  too  claimed  to  have  been 
identical  in  the  rival  bodies. 

"  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  documentary  proof  that 
I  have  ever  seen  or  heard  of  to  establish  the  presumption 
that  the  title  of  High  Priest  as  applied  to  the  superior 
officer  in  the  Chapter  was  ever  used  elsewhere  than  in 
Ireland.  We  can  only  accept  what  the  meagre  records 
reveal.  Indeed,  so  little  has  the  past  preserved  to  us, 
that  I  shall,  rejoice  if  any  of  our  American  brethren  can 
throw  more  light  on  this  and  other  matter  that  has  for 
years  occasioned  anxious  speculation  here  in  England. 
Probably  much  of  value  may  have  been  taken  away  to 
the  new  world  by  our  brethren  of  a  century  or  more  ago 
and  buried  away  from  prying  eyes  to  be  revealed  perhaps 
at  some  future  period.  In  the  meantime  we  can  only 
venture  to  speak  from  the  actual  testimony  afforded  us 
to  the  present." 

As  near  as  memory  and  a  few  hasty  notes  taken  at 
the  time  can  be  relied  upon,  these  were  nearly  the  actual 
words  of  the  lamented  brother  who  has  now  passed  away 
and  who  in  the  course  of  a  long  Masonic  life  contributed 
not  a  little  to  the  history  of  our  Craft,  and  whose  loss, 
like  that  of  Bro.  Hughan's,  is  universally  deplored. 

His  suggestion  that  the  field  of  Masonic  research 
might  with  possible  results  be  extended  to  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  is  no  light  one,  and  students  of  the  calibre  and 
thoroughness  of  the  Comp.  Warvelle  type  may  yet  give 
to  the  fraternity  "  facts  "  for  which  the  toilers  of  the 
past  have  looked  in  vain.  They  should  be  tangible,  how- 
ever, for  seekers  after  truth  have  had  about  enough  of 
the  invisible  "  abundant  evidence." 

John  C.  Hallenbeck,  Chicago,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  W.  Warvelle,  Chicago,  Grand  Lecturer. 
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Indiana 

Chapters   .  .    116.  Members   .  .    15,017. 

When  the  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  assembled 
in  Indianapolis  on  the  18th  October,  191 1,  the  chair  of 
one  of  the  principal  officers  was  vacant.  R.  E.  Comp. 
Lawrence  Van  Buskirk,  Grand  King,  passed  away  at  the 
Indiana  University,  of  which  he  was  treasurer,  in  the 
November  following  his  installation.  The  same  month 
also  saw  Grand  Chapter  bereaved  of  two  of  its  valued 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  M.  E.  Comps.  Lucien  A.  Foote 
and  Simeon  P.  Gillett.  The  former  presided  over  Grand 
Chapter  in  1875  and  the  latter  in  1901. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Elias  J.  Jacoby, 
did  justice  to  the  memory  of  the  departed  Companions, 
earnest  Craftsmen  and  worthy  citizens.  The  vacant  chair 
was  appropriately  draped  and  handsomely  decorated. 

The  Grand  Chapter  received  with  the  Grand  Honors 
M.  E.  Comp.  George  W.  Armstrong,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  Charles  A.  Conover,  Grand 
Secretary,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  who  were 
severally  introduced,  warmly  welcomed  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest,  and  invited  to  seats  in  the  Grand  East. 

Dispensations  for  three  new  Chapters  were  issued 
during  the  year.  Two  Chapters  amalgamated  and  one 
gave  up  the  ghost. 

The  perennial  twin  city  "  apple  of  concord  "  came  to 
the  front  in  a  question  put  to  the  G.  H.  P.  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  asking  him  to  define  the  territorial  limit  of  the 
Chapters  located  in  the  two  places  separated  only  by  the 
corporated  line. 

As  with  us,  the  Chapters  located  in  cities  have  con- 
current jurisdiction,  thereby  avoiding  many  possible  com- 
plications and  differences  of  opinion,  our  Canadian  Com- 
panions will  be  interested  in  his  dictum : 

"The  line  of  jurisdiction  between  Chapters  located  in  ad- 
joining cities  or  cities  nearly  adjoining  is  at  the  half-way  dis- 
tance  on   a    straight   line   between    the    Chapter    rooms    in    such 
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cities — that  is,  a  line  at  said  half-way  point  drawn  at  right  angles 
to  said  straight  lines  is  the  line  that  defines  the  jurisdiction  of 
such  Chapters.  Section  51  of  the  General  Regulations  reads : 
'The  jurisdiction  of  several  Chapters  extends  to  a  line  drawn 
at  an  equal  distance  between  them,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by 
the  Grand  Chapter.'  I  construe  the  words  '  between  them '  to 
mean  between  the  Chapters — that  is,  the  Chapter  rooms  or  regu- 
lar places  for  the  Convocations  of  such  Chapters.  The  words 
'between  them'  could  not  mean  the  adjoining  municipal  corpora- 
tion lines  nor  the  half-way  point  between  municipal  corporation 
lines  which  nearly  adjoin." 

On  the  other  hand  is  found  a  Chapter,  at  Muncie,  ap- 
pealing for  the  several  Chapters  in  Delaware  County  to 
have  concurrent  jurisdiction,  in  order  that  numbers  of 
possible  applicants  who  would  apply  to  the  Muncie  Chap- 
ter but  would  not  go  to  the  nearest,  might  have  a  chance. 
The  Committee  could  not  see  its  way  to  oblige. 

In  extolling  the  work  of  inspection  and  giving  de- 
served credit  to  the  inspector,  he  recommended  that  more 
attention  should  be  given  to  Chapters  U.  D.  and  that  a 
charter  be  not  issued  unless  the  inspector  certifies  to  the 
competence  of  the  officers  selected. 

The  General  Grand  having  selected  Indianapolis  for 
its  next  triennial,  he  reported  that  the  Committee  in 
charge  of  the  preliminary  arrangements  was  at  active 
work  and  might  be  relied  upon  to  do  its  whole  duty. 

A  most  encouraging  report  was  submitted  by  Grand 
Secretary  Prather,  which  indicated  a  progressive  and 
healthy  jurisdiction.  The  net  gain  for  the  year  he  gives 
as  889. 

East  Chicago  Companions,  anxious  to  procure  a 
charter,  but  the  nearest  Chapter  declining  consent,  peti- 
tioned Grand  Chapter  for  a  dispensation  and  urged  strong 
arguments  in  support :  a  population  of  over  19,000,  a 
lodge  of  240  members,  30  resident  Companions  and  many 
resident  aspirants.  These  reasons  appealed  to  the  Com- 
mittee, which  recommended  that  the  request  be  complied 
with,  and  Grand  Chapter  endorsed  same. 

Commenting  on  the  tendency  in  some  Chapters  to 
introduce  extraneous  and  forbidden  features,  the  Grand 
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Inspector,  in  his  report,  related  the  circumstances  of  a 
visit  to  a  Chapter  of  another  jurisdiction,  where  he  wit- 
nessed the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

"  Before  entering  upon  the  work  the  High  Priest  read  an 
edict  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  work  should  be  conducted,  condemning  in  strong  language 
the  indulgence  in  any  levity  or  anything  which  would  in  the  least 
embarrass  or  humiliate  the  candidates.  I  was  informed  that  it 
is  obligatory  on  the  High  Priest  of  every  Chapter  in  that  juris- 
diction to  read  this  in  every  instance  before  engaging  in  the  work. 
I  think  this  is  an  excellent  idea  and  believe  it  would  be  well  for 
this  Grand  Chapter  to  adopt  it.' ' 

If  this  sort  of  thing  is  allowed  to  proceed,  the  "  funny 
man's  "  occupation  will  be  gone  and  the  Chapter,  for 
exuberant  spirits  of  his  sort,  will  *iot  be  so  attractive. 
If  it  teaches  him,  however,  that  he  has  been  guilty  of 
something  approaching  sacrilege,  he  may  be  content  to 
accept  the  inevitable  and  confine  his  gleeful  operations 
to  the  arena  specially  designed  and  conducted  for  the 
benefit  of  boys  who  will  be  boys  despite  their  certificate 
of  mature  age  and  sound  judgment. 

Indiana  has  been  keeping  a  close  eye  upon  Scotland, 
and  the  latter  having  yielded  in  her  severe  attitude  to- 
wards the  young  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia, 
Indiana  has  accorded  tardy  recognition  to  the  antipodean 
offspring  of  a  stern  mother. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Robert  A.  Woords  is  the 
compiler  of  a  very  weicome  report  on  Correspondence, 
his  first.  His  style  is  terse,  and  when  he  begins  to  feel 
his  feet  and  has  lost  all  fear  for  his  pet  bunion,  he  will  be 
found  to  be  a  valued  acquisition  to  the  guild.  He  was 
leniently  disposed  towards  Canada,  whose  191 1  Proceed- 
ings he  reviewed  at  length,  noting  the  absence  of  Indiana's 
representative. 

Wm.  W.  Goltra,  Crawfordsville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Iowa 

Chapters    ..    127.  Members   ..    1 1,618. 

The  Fifty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa,  which  was  held 
in  Cedar  Rapids  on  the  12th  October,  191 1,  "  was  marked 
with  a  new  epoch  "  in  the  public  reception  which  was  held 
by  Trowel  Chapter,  No.  49,  of  that  place. 

The  Grand  Chapter  opened  its  session  for  business  on 
Thursday  morning,  which  was  preceded  by  an  opening 
session  of  welcome,  described  as  a  new  innovation,  and 
one  that  was  appreciated  by  all  the  delegates  and  visiting 
Companions.  It  was  a  great  source  of  pleasure.  A  large 
number  of  ladies,  and  others,  availed  themselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  look  upon  this  Royal  Arch  Masons'  as- 
sembly. 

The  addresses  of  welcome  and  response  were,  accord- 
ing to  the  chronicler,  gems  of  eloquence,  while  the  musi- 
cal numbers  contributed  by  a  talented  quartette  pleased 
all  lovers  of  the  most  pleasing  of  the  liberal  arts.  After 
everybody  had  enjoyed  the  programme,  Companion  John 
M.  Thompson,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  requested  all 
not  members  of  the  Order  to  retire  from  the  hall  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Past  Grand  High  Priests,  Craig,  Cleveland,  Hart  and 
Norris,  as  a  committee  having  in  charge  the  M.  E.  Gen1 
eral  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley,  were 
admitted,  when  the  former  presented  and  introduced 
Companion  Kingsley,  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  Grand  High  Priest 
Thompson,  in  a  happy  manner,  welcomed  Companion 
Kingsley  to  a  seat  in  the  Grand  East  with  the  Grand 
Honors. 

Companion  Kingsley  spoke  at  some  length,  in  a  most 
interesting  and  instructive  vein. 

Among  the  visitors  were  Grand  High  Priest  Jesse 
Converse  of  Wyoming  and  the   General   Grand   Scribe, 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Craig,  of  Iowa,  both  of  whom  were 
given  a  cordial  welcome. 

Grand  High  Priest  Thompson  delivered  a  good  prac- 
tical address.  He  scored  the  membership  of  weak  Chap- 
ters for  inactivity  and  warned  them  that  their  charters 
were  in  danger  of  arrest. 

He  was  opposed  to  Chapters  selecting  their  meeting 
night  from  the  "  moonlight  schedule  "  and  counselled  re- 
form in  this  regard. 

A  new  Chapter  was  authorized  by  him  for  Compan- 
ions at  Northwood,  in  Worth  County.  There  never  had 
been  a  Chapter  in  that  county  and  Companions  hitherto 
had  been  much  inconvenienced. 

He  made  it  plain  that  the  adoption  of  the  General 
Grand's  ritual  had  not  created  a  general  enthusiasm,  and 
he  blamed  the  Chapter  officers  who  failed  to  do  their 
whole  duty  and  suggested  new  men  to  fill  their  places. 

That  he  is  a  loyal  supporter  of  the  General  Grand, 
"  the  Grand  body  to  whom  we  owe  allegiance,"  was  exem- 
plified in  his  recommendation  to  appropriate  a  sufficient 
sum  for  the  expenses  of  the  Iowa  delegation  to  the  tri- 
ennial at  Indianapolis  in  1912. 

Grand  Secretary  Alf  Wingate  reported  that  all  the 
Chapters  had  made  returns  and  that  all  dues  were  paid 
and  everybody  was  at  peace  with  his  neighbor. 

The  work  of  the  several  committees  was  interesting 
because  the  reports  revealed  a  most  praiseworthy  thor- 
oughness on  the  part  of  their  respective  members.  Espe- 
cially was  this  manifested  in  the  excellent  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Chartered  Chapters. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Frederick  W.  Craig  moved 
that  Companion  Nathan  Kingsley,  the  General  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  be  made  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Iowa,  which  motion  was  adopted  by  a 
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rising  vote,  and  Companion  Kingsley,  in  a  few  felicitous 
remarks,  thanked  the  Grand  Chapter  for  the  courtesy  and 
honor  thus  paid  him. 

The  committee  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  saying  kind 
words  of  departed  Companions,  and  distinguished  by  the 
title  "  Necrologists "  in  not  a  few  jurisdictions,  paid 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  George 
R.  Turner,  who  died  in  the  previous  July.  He  was  a 
well-loved  Companion,  as  the  memorial  sketch  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Hart  testified.  Grand  Chapter,  in  his 
passing,  suffered  a  keen  loss. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  W.  F.  Cleveland  submitted 
an  admirable  report  on  Correspondence,  fully  up  to  the 
standard  which  he  has  led  his  Companions  to  expect  from 
the  outset.  To  Canada  for  191 1  he  gave  a  large  share  of 
his  fraternal  and  favorable  attention.  Noting  the  Capi- 
tular activity  in  the  western  portions  of  this  vast  juris- 
diction, he  is  led  to  remark : 

"  Thousands  of  our  best  people  from  the  States  have  been 
emigrating  to  Canada  each  year,  and  they  are  still  pouring  over 
the  borders  to-day  in  large  numbers.  Some  of  them  are  members 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  who,  when  they  have  become  perman- 
ently located,  will  affiliate  with  the  Lodges  and  Chapters  there,  so 
their  Masonic  bodies  should  show  a  substantial  increase  in  mem- 
bership from  the  accessions  from  the  States  alone." 

We  had  heard  something  of  an  exodus  from  Iowa, 
but  did  not  know  it  was  formidable  enough  to  leave  so 
great  an  impression.  However,  men  who  are  observant 
enough  to  realize  the  possibilities  of  Canada's  future  and 
risk  the  breaking  of  old  ties  in  the  confidence  of  their 
belief,  are  not  likely  to  prove  unworthy  members  of  any 
community.  To  those  who  are  of  the  Craft  we  venture  to 
predict  that  their  lines  will  be  found  to  have  fallen  in 
pleasant  places. 

Geo.  A.  Riemcke,  Muscatine,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Alf.  Wingate,  Des  Moines,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Kansas 

Chapters   .  .   89.  Members   .  .   8,834. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Fred  Washbon,  Grand  High  Priest,  at 
Kansas  City  on  February  13,  191 1,  "congregated  the 
Companions,"  and  under  his  direction  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary called  the  roll  of  Grand  officers  and  the  roll  of 
Chapters  and  opened  in  Ample  Form  the  Forty-sixth 
Annual  Convocation. 

One  of  the  official  chairs  was  vacant,  Comp.  W.  H. 
Evans,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest,  having  died  in  the 
previous  year  to  the  great  sorrow  of  his  Companions. 
The  Grand  High  Priest  spoke  of  his  rare  abilities  in 
terms  of  deserved  eulogy  and  emphasized  the  loss  Grand 
Chapter  had  sustained  in  his  death,  as  also  in  the  cases  of 
two  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  M.  E.  Comps.  Chas.  E. 
Monell  and  John  C.  Postlethwaite,  both  active,  zealous 
Masons. 

A  new  Chapter  was  instituted  under  dispensation  at 
Stafford,  which  promises  to  be  a  fruitful  field.  A  Chap- 
ter located  at  Clyde  was  unable  to  keep  the  mill  going  and 
applied  to  surrender  its  warrant.  Another,  the  oldest  in 
the  jurisdiction,  No.  1,  at  Atchison,  for  a  couple  of  years 
had  exhibited  symptoms  of  dry  rot.  Efforts  on  the  part 
of  the  Grand  officers  proved  futile,  but  the  Grand  High 
Priest  hesitated  before  applying  the  axe.  Spasms  of 
amendment  raised  a  feeling  of  hope,  but  at  latest  report 
they  had  not  been  renewed  and  this  old  Chapter,  "  located 
in  one  of  the  first  cities  of  the  State,"  is  to  have  a  close 
watch  set  upon  its  immediate  future. 

The  Most  Excellent  Master  degree  demanded  a  share 
of  his  attention  under  the  head  of  "  official  visits."  Ap- 
parently the  pomp  and  circumstance  with  which  some  of 
the  wealthier  Chapters  are  able  to  present  it,  deters  the 
smaller  bodies  who  are  unable  to  provide  elaborate  stage 
effects  and  other  costly  accompaniments.  He  commended 
one  of  the  latter  who  substituted  "  spirit  and  energy  " 
for  the  trumpeting,  fireworks  and  costumed  performers 
and  effected  a  success. 
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"  While  it  is  true  that  numbers,  expensive  stage  settings  and 
costumes  will  doubtless  lend  grandeur  to  the  ceremonial,  yet 
seldom,  if  ever,  has  your  Grand  High  Priest  witnessed  the  con- 
ferring of  the  degree  with  any  more  effect  than  at  Ellsworth 
on  the  occasion  referred  to.  But  notwithstanding  the  degree  is 
very  beautiful  and  instructive,  yet  it  is  thoroughly  slighted  gen- 
erally in  the  Chapters  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction." 

A  ceremony  that  has  to  depend  on  meretricious 
adjuncts  to  "  make  it  go  "  can  have  little  of  merit  within 
itself.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  of  its  "  beauty  "  and 
"  impressive  lessons,"  but  if  the  membership  cannot  see 
those  attributes  for  themselves  no  amount  of  preaching 
will  awaken  the  average  intelligent  vision  to  realize  some- 
thing that  isn't  there.  Little  wonder  then  that  the 
M.  E.  M.  degree  is  "  slighted "  generally  and  perhaps 
side-tracked,  not  only  in  Kansas  but  elsewhere.  That 
King  Solomon  was  the  originator  and  founder  of  the 
degree  the  credulous  are  informed  on  making  its  ac- 
quaintance, an  admission  that  not  only  exhibits  a  spirit 
of  rare  modesty  and  abnegation  on  the  part  of  its  illus- 
trious inventor,  but  at  the  same  time  conveys  a  doubtful 
compliment  to  the  sagacity  with  which  the  great  regal 
pillar  of  wisdom  is  credited. 

Grand  Secretary  Wilson  reported  that  all  Chapters 
were  heard  from  and  that  all  Grand  Chapter  dues  had 
been  paid.  All  remittances  for  dues  were  made  within 
the  statutory  period,  but  four  Chapters  failed  to  have 
their  annual  returns  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary 
within  the  required  time  and  were  for  this  reason  denied 
representation  in  Grand  Chapter. 

Companion  Matthew  M.  Miller  is  again  to  the  fore 
with  a  very  welcome  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which 
is  included  Canada  for  1910.  The  Grand  Z.'s  objection 
to  the  vest  pocket  diploma  as  a  satisfactory  voucher  for  a 
Companion  visitors  draws  from  him  the  following : 

"  This  sounds  rather  funny,  especially  so  at  a  time  when  so 
many  of  the  Masonic  bodies  of  the  world  are  uniting  upon  docu- 
mentary evidence  under  seal  of  the  Grand  Body  as  the  best  safe- 
guard against  impostors  and  clandestine  Masons." 
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If  the  document  is  issued  under  properly  authorized 
"  hand  and  seal  "  it  is  always  acceptable,  but  the  average 
visitor  prefers  to  use  his  Grand  Lodge,  or  Chapter,  cer- 
tificate as  a  home  wall  decoration  "  beautifully  framed  " 
and  submits  instead  a  vest  pocketbook  containing  receipts 
for  dues  from  the  numerous  bodies  which  claim  him  as  a 
member,  and  which  he  invariably  displays  with  a  "  you 
can't  beat  that  "  kind  of  air.  This  is  the  nature  of  vest- 
pocket  voucher  to  which  objection  was  urged  as  insuffi- 
cient credentials.  Canada's  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand 
Chapter  furnishes  each  brother  or  Companion,  duly  regis- 
tered on  their  books,  with  a  parchment  certificate  bearing 
the  autograph  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  the  seal  of 
the  Grand  body,  and  the  holder  is  instructed,  when  add- 
ing his  own  signature,  that  the  document  is  to  be  his 
voucher  when  he  desires  to  visit  in  any  place  where  he 
is  a  stranger  and  unknown.  If  he  chooses  to  frame  it, 
hang  it  on  his  wall  and  goes  abroad  without  it,  he  can 
blame  only  himself  if  his  advances  are  rejected. 

Companion  Miller  is  as  instructive  as  he  is  entertain- 
ing and,  being  a  veteran  at  the  work,  will  not  fail  to  make 
himself  doubly  welcome  in  the  future.  Note  his  closing 
words : 

"The  past  year's  work  has  been  a  notable  one,  in  our  judg- 
ment marking  the  commencement  of  an  era  of  development  in 
Capitular  Masonry  which  should  ere  long  bring  back  to  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  the  high  consideration  to  which  it  is  entitled. 

"  In  so  far  as  we  divest  it  of  child-play — relegating  the  latter 
to  the  organization  or  organizations  built  on  proportional  intel- 
lectual lines  specially  adapted  for  it — we  find  that  there  is  an 
increased  interest  manifested  in  the  work  by  those  whose  aid  is 
necessary  to  restore  to  it  the  solemnity  which  is  its  strongest 
claim;  those  to  whom  the  Book  of  the  Law  is  not  simply  a 
ritualistic  expression,  and  who  believe  the  Name  of  the  Most 
High  receives  no  added  distinction  or  veneration  from  such 
connection." 

Will  C.  Chaffee,  Topeka,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Albert  K.  Wilson,  Topeka,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Kentucky 

Chapters   .  .    106.  Members   .  .   8,593. 

Another  heavy  volume  raised  expectations  in  the 
reviewer  until  he  came  to  review.  A  second  edition  of 
the  Constitution,  Regulations  and  Code,  together  with  the 
lists  of  Chapter  memberships,  contribute  to  absorbing  a 
considerable  quantity  of  white  paper,  but  if  the  Com- 
panions benefit  what  does  it  matter?  That  the  former 
year's  supply  of  reading  had  good  effect  is  noted  in  Grand 
High  Priest  Harry  Bailey's  announcement  of  a  phenom- 
enal year  and  that  the  Capitular  Craft  in  Kentucky  was 
so  busy  in  putting  into  practice  the  golden  rule  that  there 
was  no  room  for  even  a  suspicion  of  disquieting  in- 
fluences. 

He  rejoiced  in  the  substantial  evidence  of  unbroken 
good  fellowship  and  congratulated  the  Ninety-fourth 
Annual  Convocation,  at  Louisville,  on  the  17th  October, 
191 1,  on  this  most  happy  condition  of  affairs. 

He  was  reminded  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  that  a 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  subscribed  by  Grand  Chapter 
to  the  Old  Masons'  Home  was  still  owing  and  he 
promptly  arranged  for  the  payment  of  the  amount. 

Three  dormant  Chapters  were  successfully  restored, 
and  personally  or  by  proxy  he  did  good  work  among 
those  exhibiting  life  and  activity.  A  new  Chapter  U.  D. 
was  instituted  at  Broadhead. 

He  expressed  contempt  for  dispensations  asked  for  to 
push  along  candidates.  He  had  always  opposed  them, 
yet  capitulated  in  about  sixty  cases,  "  as  it's  the  law  and 
immemorial  custom  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  as  well  as 
a  joke  to  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  who  do  not  permit 
them." 

He  permitted  two  Chapters  to  instal  their  officers  in 
public,  probably  in  accordance  with  law  also.  However, 
he  uttered  no  opinion  on  this,  to  us,  very  doubtful  pro- 
cedure. 
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He  was  an  assiduous  visitor,  and  in  most  of  the  Chap- 
ters conferred  the  Royal  Arch  degree  himself. 

Most  warmly  did  he  commend  the  Widows  and  Or- 
phans' Home  to  the  sympathies  of  his  Companions.  He 
visited  the  institution  and  minutely  inspected  its  working 
and  saw  that  by  a  kindly  course  of  discipline  and  system 
the  285  boys  and  girls  were  splendidly  housed,  happy 
and  the  picture  of  health. 

A  Companion  desiring  to  affiliate  with  a  Chapter  in 
Kentucky  must  deposit  with  his  application  the  dimit 
from  his  former  Chapter.  Such  is  the  law.  As  the  Com- 
mittee sapiently  put  it,  if  such  was  not  required  and  the 
petitioned  Chapter  received  him  he  would  then  be  a  mem- 
ber of  two  Chapters,  a  state  of  things  too  horrible  to 
contemplate.  But  where  would  he  be  if  the  petitioned 
Chapter  rejected  him?  On  this  phase  of  the  matter  the 
Committee  did  not  express  an  opinion. 

The  next  triennial  of  the  General  Grand,  in  1912,  was 
discussed  in  Committee,  and  it  was  recommended  that  a 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  Kentucky's  delegates  to  Indianapolis.  They  should 
be  able  to  maintain  Kentucky's  well-known  reputation  on 
that  allowance,  and  as  all  the  others  will  have  their  own 
particular  end  to  keep  up,  the  object  of  the  reunion  is  in 
no  danger  of  collapse. 

Companion  W.  W.  Clarke  comes  out  again  with  his 
story  of  the  "  doings  of  Grand  Chapters."  Canada's 
"  doings  "  in  191 1  received  generous  attention.  He  ap- 
proved of  our  attitude  with  regard  to  Michigan's  unusual 
request  in  connection  with  a  dimit  issued  to  a  Com- 
panion by  his  Chapter.  To  the  reporter  he  directs  this 
sample  of  his  attentive  solicitude: 

"  He  is  almost  persuaded  that  our  views  against  the  physical 
perfection  theory  are  right.  Those  who  live  as  far  North  as  our 
esteemed  Companion  Bennett  must  naturally  experience  some 
difficulty  in  seeing  Masonic  light." 

Especially  when  one  tries  to  find  it  in  the  south.  An 
ominous  "  dark  "  cloud  of  troublous  portent  hovers  over 
that  quarter,  and  its  occasional  flashes  of  vivid  disturb- 
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ance  are  not  born  of  the  light  we  seek.  Probably,  viewed 
from  this  land  of  perpetual  sunshine,  it  looks  perhaps 
gloomier  than  it  actually  is.  But  there  is  a  light  that 
shineth  even  in  darkness  and  it  comes  from  neither  north 
nor  south.  It  is  a  "  great  light,"  and  as  light  dissemi- 
nators it  is  our  privilege  to  utilize  it  to  the  benefit  of  our 
fellow-man,  even  though  he  hails  from  the  blue  grass. 

Under  Connecticut  he  quotes  approvingly  the  re- 
porter's defence  of  dependent  membership  in  reply  to  the 
Wyoming  criticism  of  the  "  doctrine,"  and  calls  it  "  ad- 
mirably clever."  Perhaps  it  is,  in  the  sense  that  it  is  an 
acceptance  of  the  recognition  of  organizations  self  super- 
imposed upon  the  Masonic  structure.  If  these  organiza- 
tions were  with  equal  "  cleverness  "  relegated  to  their 
proper  place  and  deprived  of  the  support  given  to  them 
by  the  Masonic  body,  there  would  be  no  need  for  de- 
fending an  un-Masonic  "  expedient."  They  are  nothing 
but  "  grafts,"  and  Masonry  has  tolerated  them  so  long 
that  they  have  come  to  be  the  dominating  power  that 
forces  the  helpless  Craft  into  a  sea  of  complication  and 
difficulty,  of  which  this  precious  "  doctrine,"  so  foreign 
to  Masonry's  teachings,  is  not  the  least.  One  does  not 
have  to  wander  from  the  confines  of  Kentucky  for  in- 
stances. 

To  hark  back  for  a  year,  it  may  be  stated  that  two  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest's  decisions  gave  the  Jurisprudence 
Committee  some  food  for  thought,  and  their  deductions 
will  be  found  interesting.  In  the  first  case,  where  a 
Companion  automatically  suspended  in  his  Chapter  be- 
cause of  similar  penalty  pronounced  in  his  lodge  for  fail- 
ure to  pay  dues,  it  was  decided  that  reinstatement  in  the 
latter  restored  him  simultaneously  in  the  Chapter. 

A  section  of  the  Code,  however,  which  provided  for  a 
re-petition  and  a  unanimous  ballot  in  cases  of  suspension 
for  more  than  two  years,  worried  the  Committee  for  a 
time  until  it  was  agreed  that  the  law  did  not  apply  in  such 
case  as  that  submitted  and  the  decision  was  approved. 


non 


"If   the   Companion   has   committed   any  offense   other   than 
-affiliation  with  a  Lodge,  he  may  be  tried  for  it  by  his  Chap- 
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tcr ;  if  he  has  committed  no  offense  other  than  non-affiliation, 
there  is  no  reason  why  he  should  not  be  restored  to  good  stand- 
ing when  he  has  become  reaffiliated.  In  fact,  non-affiliation  with 
the  'Blue  Lodge'  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  an  offense  at  all;  it  is 
a  disability,  and  when  the  disability  is  removed  there  is  no  reason 
for  further  action. " 

The  italic  where  used  in  the  quotations  is  our  own. 
The  other  ruling  was  that  where  an  applicant  reconsid- 
ered his  decision  to  take  the  Chapter  degrees  and  re- 
quested a  refund  of  the  money  he  was  called  upon  to 
deposit  with  his  petition. 

"  The  decision  as  made  appeals  to  us  as  being  entirely  fair 
to  all  parties  concerned  and  we  concur  therein.  To  have  decided 
otherwise  would  have  resulted  in  one  of  two  predicaments — the 
Chapter  would  have  been  getting  something  for  nothing,  or  the 
brother  would  have  been  forced  into  the  Chapter  against  his  will. 
Both  of  those  results  are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  Masonry." 

The  point  we  desire  to  make  is  this,  that  jurisdictions, 
like  Kentucky,  which  enact  a  dependent  membership  law 
are  liable,  from  its  very  palpable  injustice,  to  find  them- 
selves occasionally  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  From 
the  outset  we  have  contended  that  the  enactment  was  a 
violation  of  Masonic  principle  and  that  the  punishment  of 
an  innocent  Royal  Arch  Mason  for  omission  to  pay  dues 
to  his  blue  Lodge  was  simply  an  outrage.  The  failure  to 
pay  is  a  violation  of  contract  with  the  Lodge  and  the 
Lodge  deprives  him  of  those  membership  privileges  for 
which  he  agreed  to  pay.  He  is  guilty  of  no  "  disability  " 
in  the  Chapter.  Why  then  should  he  be  punished  by  the 
Chapter  for  something  he  omitted  to  do  in  his  Lodge? 
They  are,  by  reason  of  distinct  government  and  laws,  as 
apart  as  the  poles.  True,  there  is  a  unity  of  sentiment, 
but  there  is  nothing  in  that  tie  to  justify  the  coercive 
measures  which  modern  legislation  sanctions  with  ap- 
proval. The  Committee  struck  home  when  it  declared 
that  "  non-affiliation  with  the  blue  Lodge  is  not,  strictly 
speaking,  an  offense  at  all,"  but  how  they  can  consistently 
reconcile  the  pains  and  penalties  which  dependent  mem- 
bership enforces  with  their  own  declarations  must  be  a 
difficult  matter  to  adjust   satisfactorily  with  conscience. 
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In  the  matter  of  the  demand  for  a  return  of  deposit 
fee,  the  opinion  suggested  an  alternative  that  presented 
a  difficulty  of  solution.  If  the  fee  was  not  returned,  the 
Chapter  was  getting  something  for  nothing,  and  if  the 
brother  decided  to  take  the  degrees  rather  than  forfeit  his 
money  he  was  being  "forced  into  the  Chapter  against 
his  will." 

The  latter  contingency,  like  the  former,  the  Com- 
mittee declared,  "  was  opposed  to  the  principles  of  Ma- 
sonry" and  who  will  say  that  the  Committee  was  not 
right? 

It's  a  poor  rule  that  won't  work  both  ways.  If  it  is 
un-Masonic  to  force  a  brother  into  the  Chapter,  is  it  not 
equally  against  the  principles  of  the  fraternity  to  force 
him  out  of  it?  Yet  that  is  precisely  what  this  law  of  de- 
pendent membership  does  and  what  these  Most  Excellent 
Companions  give  their  adherence  to.  The  free  will  which 
they  concede  to  the  applicant  for  admission  they  admit 
is  his  inalienable  right  in  consonance  with  Masonic  prin- 
ciple. By  what  mode  of  justification  then  do  they,  as 
advocates  of  dependent  membership  legislation,  despoil 
him  of  that  possession  after  he  is  admitted? 

Companion  Clarke,  noting  a  decision  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Nova  Scotia,  remarked:  "Dependent 
membership,  it  appears,  is  not  held  to  in  this  juris- 
diction." 

And  we  may  add,  for  his  further  information,  that  it 
is  not  held  to  in  British  Grand  Chapters  either  in  the  old 
lands  or  in  any  part  of  the  Empire.  The  teachings  of 
Masonry  emanated  from  a  centre  where  the  spirit  of  free- 
dom is  cherished  and  cultivated.  As  remarked  in  a  pre- 
vious report,  one  of  the  young  Grand  Chapters  at  the 
antipodes  attempted  a  trial,  but,  like  a  first  acquaintance 
with  the  odorous  limburger,  that  trial  was  a  surfeit. 

And  yet,  singular  to  relate,  Companion  Clarke,  while 
defending  the  pernicious  law,  professes  to  be  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  modernization  of  Masonry. 


lvi  APPENDIX 

"  It  is  the  aristocratic,  autocratic,  meddlesome  spirit  displayed 
by  so  many  legislative  bodies.  It  is  time  to  cry  halt!  back  to  the 
Ancient  Landmarks  and  Constitutions." 

Now  isn't  that  refreshing?  Well,  his  heart  beats 
true,  even  though  he  defends  a  law,  because  it  is  a  law. 
We  have  read  him  with  pleasure  and  hope  to  have  many 
more  as  equally  enjoyable  hours  with  our  Kentucky 
Companion.  We  here  give  a  few  of  his  concluding 
words.  What  menace  they  refer  to  we  do  not  know,  but 
that  there  is  a  person  of  dusky  complexion  concealed  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  winter's  fuel  supply  is  apparent: 

"  If  we  mistake  not,  a  grave  danger  threatens  our  great 
nation,  a  danger  that  menaces  it  not  from  without,  but  lurks 
within;  a  danger  that  will  sooner  or  later  have  to  be  met  and 
overcome ;  and  largely  on  the  Masonic  Order  will  devolve  the 
duty  of  maintaining  in  their  integrity  the  institutions  committed 
to  us  by  our  Masonic  forefathers,  and  to  secure  which  they  gave 
freely  of  their  treasure  and  their  blood.  We  will  need  Masons, 
good  men  and  true;  only  such  are  needed  in  maintaining  the 
building  whose  very  foundation  is  threatened." 

David  W.  Gray,  Louisville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville,  Grand  Secretary. 


Louisiana 

Chapters   .  .   33.  Members   .  .   3,109. 

In  New  Orleans  on  the  7th  February,  191 1,  the  Sixty- 
fourth  Annual  Convocation  was  opened  at  noon  by  the 
M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  H.  A.  King,  after 
prayer  by  Rev.  Comp.  Herman  Duncan,  Grand  Chaplain. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Thornburg,  P.G.H.P.  of  Arkansas, 
was  a  welcome  visitor. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  in  choice  Louisiana  expressed 
boundless  gratitude  for  many  favors,  and  notably  for 
having  been  selected  "  from  the  number  of  so  many  more 
worthy  Companions  to  stand  in  the  mystic  and  sacred 
line  of  Aaron,"  and 

"  I  trust  the  same  kindness  that  prompted  you  to  exalt  me 
to  the  supreme  position  of  our  Grand  Hail  will  again  urge  you  to 
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sink  in  the  depth  of  your  fraternal   favor  the  many  limitations 
you  will  doubtless  find  in  the  course  of  my  administration.' 

All  hail !  He  had  a  remarkable  year.  "  The  death  of 
no  Companion  has  yet  been  reported  to  me,"  and,  while 
lacking  official  data,  he  was  able  to  announce  "  the  banner 
year  of  our  growth." 

A  new  Chapter  at  Bogalusa  was  authorized  by  him, 
and  owing  to  the  approach  of  hot  weather  he  in  one  case 
permitted  a  Chapter  to  shorten  the  time  for  ballot,  al- 
though his  scruples  inclined  him  the  other  way  about. 

A  Chapter  that  had  received  the  endorsation  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest's  dispensation  from  the  Grand  body 
asked  permission  to  hold  meetings  and  confer  degrees 
pending  the  ceremony  of  Constitution  and  was  refused 
on  the  ground  that  "  legally  and  Masonically  there  is  no 
such  Chapter  in  existence.  The  Chapter  U.  D.  died  a 
natural  death  when  the  charter  was  granted  and  the 
Chapter  under  charter  has  not  yet  been  brought  to  life." 

Now  wouldn't  that — but  we  leave  the  above  to  our 
logic-loving  Companions,  for,  it  must  be  admitted,  it  is 
wholly  beyond  our  ken. 

Louisiana  having  favored  the  General  Grand's  ritual, 
the  Grand  Secretary  wrote  for  a  supply  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  but  it  was  not  until  September  that  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  complied.  Meantime  the  G.  H.  P.'s  opinion 
of  the  General  Grand's  courtesy  and  promptitude  was  not 
of  the  exalted  variety. 

He  prefaced  the  conclusion  of  his  address  in  language 
becoming  a  retiring  "  Grand  Hail." 

"  It  is  now,  in  the  sequence  of  Masonic  institution,  incumbent 
upon  me  to  lay  aside  the  investiture  of  office,  and  I  willingly 
hand  the  authoritative  gavel  to  whomsoever  your  wisdom  may 
direct. 

"If,  amid  the  joy  of  a  righteous  exultance  your  high  favor 
has  naturally  caused  me,  one  word  of  regret  may  be  permitted 
to  be  expressed,  it  is  for  the  fear  that  lack  of  ability  has  incapaci- 
tated me  to  level  up  to  the  high  qualification  the  dignity  and 
importance  of  the  office  demands." 
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Whatever  the  shortcomings  of  "  our  Grand  Hail " 
may  have  been,  the  indulgent  Companions  would  surely 
overlook  them  all  after  that  gem. 

Having  received  the  supply  of  the  General  Grand's 
ritual  and  distributed  them  in  accordance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  Grand  Chapter,  the  various  Chapters  set  about 
making  acquaintance  with  its  intricacies  and  with  appar- 
ently not  very  satisfactory  results.  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  R.  R.  Reid  offered  a  resolution  to  rescind  the 
former  agreement,  and  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on 
Work  favored  it  on  these  startling  grounds : 

"  We  believe  that  we  should  control  our  own  work.  We 
particularly  object  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter  work  for  the 
reason  that  we  do  not  control  it,  and  for  the  further  reason  it 
has  been  published  and  placed  upon  the  market  subject  to  pur- 
chase by  the  profane  and  those  who  have  designs  against  the 
charity  funds  of  the  fraternity.'" 

A  minority  report,  with  very  plausible  argument, 
pleaded  for  a  fair  trial  of  the  work  and  a  postponement 
of  the  question. 

Discussion  preceded  a  vote  by  Chapters,  when  75  fav- 
ored the  majority  report  and  61  the  minority  report. 
Exit  the  General  Grand  production. 

Grand  Chaplain  Duncan,  whose  Correspondence  re- 
port is  always  welcome  and  interesting,  gives  a  brief  but 
favorable  notice  to  Canada  for  1910. 

J.  B.  Adams,  Hammond,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Richard  Lambert,  New  Orleans,  Grand  Secretary. 

Maine 

Chapters   .  .   63.  Members   .  .  9,666. 

As  usual,  Maine  presents  a  good  record.  If  it  cannot, 
as  a  jurisdiction,  claim  to  be  perfect,  it  strives  mightily 
to  attain  that  coveted  altitude.  A  perusal  of  the  pages 
before  us,  recounting  the  sayings  and  doings  at  the 
Eighty-sixth  Annual  Convocation,  held  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,   Portland,  on  the  2nd  May,   191 1,  impresses  even 
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the  casual  reader  with  the  serious  earnestness  with  which 
office-holding  Companions  regard  their  responsibilities. 
The  close  attention  to  duty  manifested  by  the  Grand 
High  Priest  and  his  colleagues,  as  well  as  those  appointed 
to  assist  them  in  the  work  of  visitation  and  inspection,  is 
a  high  tribute  to  their  individual  zeal  as  well  as  to  the 
example  set  by  those  faithful  sojourners  who  labored  in 
the  good  cause  for  lo  these  many  years  now  well  into  the 
ninth  decade. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Thomas  H. 
Bodge,  a  conscientious  ruler,  undertook  the  position  as 
one  who  realized  what  was  expected  of  him.  In  remind- 
ing his  hearers  that  with  their  dispersal  they  would  never 
again  reassemble  within  that  old  home  of  the  Craft, 
which  was  to  make  way  for  a  new  and  more  splendid 
edifice,  he  said : 

"  To  those  who  have  been  present  during  past  convocations 
comes  an  ever-increasing  realization  that  in  every  going  forth 
from  the  Sanctuary  some  depart  upon  the  journey  into  that  far 
distant  country  whence  no  traveler  returns.  Each  year  finds  some 
loved  familiar  face  missing,  and  soon  the  place  that  has  known 
us  will  know  us  no  more,  and  new  craftsmen  will  be  laboring  on 
the  work  we  must  leave  unfinished. 

"  That  kindly  messenger  we  call  Death  has  come  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Maine,  and  at  his  summons  the  Senior  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  passed  into  the  immediate  presence  of  our  God." 

M.  E.  Comp.  James  M.  Larrabee,  Grand  High  Priest 
in  1868,  died  at  his  home  in  Gardiner,  Maine,  October  24, 
1910.  Judge  Larrabee  was  one  of  Maine's  most  worthy 
Craftsmen  and  reverenced  as  such  by  his  brethren  and 
Companions. 

Having  reported  well  of  the  Chapters  generally,  he 
drew  attention  to  a  serious  blot  which  is  happily  lessening 
under  a  careful  system  of  inspection. 

"  There  are  still  a  few,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  very  few, 
Chapters  in  which  there  seems  to  be  little  conception  of  the  abso- 
lute solemnity  which  should  pertain  to  all  the  work  of  exaltation. 
Let  us,  Companions,  strive  to  impress  upon  all  candidates  that 
the  work  of  Capitular  Masonry  is  of  divine  institution,  and 
should  be  sacredly  regarded  as  such  in  its  communication. 
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"  Generally  there  is  from  year  to  year  a  better  understanding 
01  the  ritual,  a  more  dignified  presentation  of  the  work,  and  a 
truer  realization  of  the  moral  lessons." 

As  an  instance  of  the  better  understanding  that  is 
being  developed,  he  stated  that  he  did  not  have  a  single 
request  to  receive  and  ballot  upon  a  petition  out  of  time. 
A  Chapter  asked  permission  to  attend  as  such  a  St.  John's 
Day  church  service  in  conjunction  with  the  blue  lodge. 
He  acquiesced,  but  urged  the  Companions  not  to  make 
use  of  the  dispensation  but  to  attend  as  blue  lodge  mem- 
bers, which  sounds  eminently  proper. 

A  Massachusetts  Companion  who  belonged  to  two 
Chapters  in  that  State  removed  to  Maine,  which  does  not 
hold  with  dual  membership.  He  applied  for  affiliation, 
presenting  a  dimit  from  one  of  his  former  Chapters. 
Appealed  to  for  a  ruling,  the  G.  H.  P.,  following  the  law, 
of  course,  decided  against  the  Companion  so  long  as  he 
held  membership  in  another  Chapter,  "  no  matter  where 
located." 

Canada  permits  dual  membership,  as  does  Massa- 
chusetts, but  in  a  long  experience  we  have  yet  to  learn  of 
any  instance  where  it  worked  serious  ill.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  has  frequently  been  observed  as  a  means  to  a 
good  end,  especially  in  the  cases  of  brethren  or  Com- 
panions, and  they  are  not  a  few,  of  a  sentimental  desire 
to  cling  to  their  mother  lodge  or  Chapter  no  matter  what 
the  distance  that  separates  them.  Many  of  these  would 
regard  it  as  a  hardship  were  that  tie  to  be  severed  by  the 
act  of  affiliation  elsewhere  and  would  probably  hesitate 
to  make  application  at  the  sacrifice  of  a  connection  which 
they  prize. 

The  record  of  his  inspections  was  interesting.  In  one 
of  the  Chapters  he  witnessed  the  exaltation  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State.  Another  Chapter  which  for  five  years 
had  not  presented  work  for  inspection  he  recommended 
for  extinction,  observing  that  such  indifference  to  duty 
was    deplorable. 

The  admirable  practice  of  encouraging  the  individual 
Chapters  to  compile  a  history  for  deposit  with  Grand 
Chapter  is  a  feature  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  example 
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might  well  be  emulated.  There  are  few  Chapters  indeed 
who  do  not  possess  one  or  two  members  capable  of  put- 
ting together  the  interesting  events  of  the  past  garnered 
from  the  Chapter  records. 

By  a  resolution  duly  carried  a  Companion  who  has 
been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  for  a  period  of 
five  years  cannot  be  restored  on  payment  of  the  amount 
owing  without  a  new  application  and  a  favorable  two- 
thirds  vote  by  ballot. 

Companion  He'rbert  Harris  contributes  another  of 
his  very  entertaining  reports,  and  from  which  much  in- 
struction may  be  derived.  To  the  Alabama  writer  who 
had  something  to  say  of  the  spirit  of  noblesse  oblige  pos- 
sessed by  some  of  the  jurisdictions  which  indiscriminately 
pays  homage  to  the  "  top-notcher "  of  any  and  every 
body  allied  to  the  Craft,  he  rightly  says : 

"  In  a  communication  of  a  Grand  Lodge  or  of  a  subordinate 
Lodge,  of  course  the  Grand  Master  is  supreme;  the  Grand  High 
Priest  is  subordinate  to  him,  just  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  would  be ;  but  his  Grand  Mastership  gives  him  no  rank  in 
a  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter ;  even  in  a  subordinate 
Chapter  he  is  only  a  private.  The  fact  that  a  brother  may  be  a 
Grand  Master,  and  yet  not  be  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  would  indi- 
cate that  the  office  of  Grand  Master  can  give  him  no  rank  in  a 
Royal  Arch  Chapter." 

His  review  of  Canada  for  191 1  is  one  of  the  pages, 
and  he  expressed  approval  of  the  Grand  Z.'s  vigorous 
denunciation  of  open  canvassing  for  office,  adding  that 
the  "  sentiment  in  Maine  is  decidedly  against  the  sending 
out  of  letters  by  the  candidate  himself,  and  yet  some  can- 
didates are  found  who  are  willing  to  do  it." 

He  had  a  word  of  praise  too  for  Canada's  system  of 
inspection,  and  gave  credit  to  the  Superintendents  for 
much  of  the  prosperity  boasted  by  the  Chapters. 

Again  we  are  indebted  to  Companion  Harris  for  his 
carefully  compiled  table  of  statistics,  which  we  purloin 
annually  and  thank  him  kindly  after  the  achievement  is 
accomplished. 

Wilmer  J.  Dorman,  Belfast,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Massachusetts 

Chapters   .  .   76.  Members   .  .   21,460. 

Whether  better  results  are  to  be  achieved  by  Grand 
Chapter  assembling  four  times  a  year  instead  of  once  is 
a  question  which  those  who  practice  that  system  can  best 
respond  to.  At  any  rate  Massachusetts  loses  nothing  of 
its  strength  or  dignity  by  holding  quarterly  Convocations, 
where  much  routine  is  wiped  off  the  slate,  avoiding  pos- 
sible congestion  at  the  Annual  gathering. 

All  the  Convocations  appear  to  be  well  attended.  In 
March,  1910,  among  other  features,  "A  Service  of  Sor- 
row "  to  the  memories  of  officers  of  Grand  Chapter  who 
had  been  called  away  since  January,  1899,  was  conducted 
with  suitable  ceremony.  Among  those  fraternally  remem- 
bered was  Grand  High  Priest  Baalis  Sanford,  who  passed 
away  in  the  previous  November.  "  He  was  a  zealous 
believer  in  the  precepts  and  principles  of  our  Institution 
and  especially  gratified  whenever  he  could  witness  demon- 
strations of  its  symbolism  blended  with  culture,  educa- 
tion and  graceful  style." 

In  June  a  recommendation  to  adopt  specific  dates  for 
Chapter  Convocations,  instead  of  leaving  it  optional  to 
select  dates  to  suit  the  moonlight,  was  reported  on  ad- 
versely by  the  Committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  rele- 
gated. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley,  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  who  had  journeyed  from  Minnesota  at  the  special 
invitation  of  the  eastern  Companions,  received  a  cordial 
welcome  and  gave  them  a  running  historical  address  on 
the  Royal  Arch,  which  he  affirmed  had  its  birth  at  the 
time  of  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  captivity. 

His  interesting  discourse  ended,  the  Companions  were 
presented  and  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  "  without  form." 

The  September  Convocation  was  marked  by  the  grant- 
ing of  charters  to  two  new  Chapters  which  had  made 
excellent  advance  during  the  period  of  probation,  one  of 
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them  showing  a  balance  of  a  thousand  dollars  on  the  right 
side.  Special  Convocations  for  their  formal  Constitution 
were  held  subsequently. 

Tributes  to  the  well-spent  lives  of  two  past  Grand 
Kings  who  had  gone  to  rest  since  last  Convocation  were 
read.  R.  E.  Comps.  Lucius  Field  and  George  Warren 
Storer  were  both  devoted  Masons. 

The  One  hundred  and  twelfth  Annual  Convocation 
was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple  on  the  13th  December, 
1910,  beginning  in  the  afternoon  with  an  exemplification 
of  the  several  degrees  and  a  luncheon. 

In'  the  evening,  after  welcoming  the  Grand  Com- 
mander of  the  "  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Tem- 
plars and  Appendant  Orders  of  Massachusetts,"  the 
Grand  High  Priest,  Charles  Dana  Burrage,  delivered  the 
annual  address. 

"From  lofty  Greylock  to  the  sand  dunes  of  Nantucket;  from 
the  hills  that  face  Monadnock  to  the  waves  that  gently  lap  the 
shore  at  Swansea ;  from  the  wooded  sources  of  the  Deerfield, 
high  on  Hoosac  Mountain,  to  the  bluff  at  Winthrop,  overlooking 
Boston's  island-studded  harbor,  the  last  days  of  the  year  find  the 
constituent  Chapters  of  our  beloved  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Massachusetts  generally  thriving,  prosperous,  larger  in  num- 
bers, stronger  in  zeal  and  purpose,  with  increased  wealth,  and, 
above  all,  with  heightened  enthusiasm." 

Handsomely  framed  picture  for  his  Companions.  He 
expressed  disapproval  of  and  vetoed  the  naming  of  a 
Chapter  after  a  living  person  and  declined  all  requests 
to  reduce  the  time  between  the  reception  of  petitions  and 
balloting  and  conferring  of  degrees.  He  cautioned  the 
Chapters  against  practices  that  violated  the  privileges 
granted  them  by  their  charters. 

"  The  fundamental  requirements  should  never  be  varied  that 
demand  that  the  several  degrees  should  always  be  worked  with 
dignity,  in  full,  with  sufficient  intervals  of  time  between  the  de- 
grees to  permit  the  candidates  to  properly  receive  and  digest 
their  beautiful  and  impressive  lessons.  To  rush  the  neophyte 
through  all  the  degrees  within  a  few  days  is  not  only  to  deprive 
him  of  a  proper  enjoyment  and  understanding  of  them,  but,  in 
many  cases,  results  in  wearied  indifference  on  his  part  through 
the  years  that  follow." 
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He  was  indefatigable  in  his  attention  to  the  Chapters, 
visiting  about  fifty  during  his  term.  At  one  the  sudden 
death,  in  the  anteroom,  of  a  member  caused  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  programme  and  banquet,  and  "  turned  the 
meeting  into  a  Chapter  of  sorrow,  and  the  flowers  in- 
tended for  the  Grand  officers  were  laid  upon  the  casket 
of  the  dead." 

Here  is  something  which,  although  not  included  in  the 
Ancient  Charges,  seems  quite  in  harmony  with  the  atmo- 
sphere of  Bunker  Hill.  He  even  sent  a  circular  to  the 
Chapters  urging  them  to  arouse  the  Companionship  to  a 
flag-waving  spirit  and  a  proper  awakening  to  the  neces- 
sity for  keeping  in  mind  "  the  glorious  deeds  of  valor 
performed  under  its  inspiration." 

"  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  near  future  will  see  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  in  every  Chapter  meeting  throughout  the  United  States, 
to  emphasize  this  self-evident  truth,  that  in  Masonry  in  this  free 
Republic  is  to  be  found  the  home  of  conservatism,  one  of  the 
strongest  forces  in  all  America  for  the  support  of  patriotism,  and 
of  that  liberty  under  law  for  which  our  fathers  fought  and  died." 

"  O  say,  can  you  see?  "  What's  the  matter  with  mak- 
ing the  absence  of  "  Old  Glory  "  a  penal  offence  ?  There's 
material  for  much  brand  new  legislation  in  this  Boston 
idea. 

Apart  from  the  above  little  harmless  flight,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  could  talk  of  matters  of  more  direct  interest, 
notably  the  methods  of  instructions  to  deputies,  estab- 
lishment of  permanent  funds  in  Chapters,  and  the  Ma- 
sonic Home. 

"  Is  it  not  too  true  that  American  Masons  do  not  as  yet 
realize  their  obligations  as  English  Masons  do?  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts  deserves  the  largest  measure  of  credit 
for  awaking  at  last  from  its  hundred-year  sleep  and  founding  a 
Masonic  Home. " 

Appended  to  his  address  are  extracts  from  talks  by 
him  to  a  number  of  the  Chapters  and  other  bodies,  a 
perusal  of  which  reveals  his  genuine  zeal,  as  also  how  he 
was  inoculated  with  the  flag  microbe.  In  one  of  those 
speeches,  delivered  before  St.  Paul's  Chapter  in  Boston, 
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he  proudly  made  known  to  his  hearers  that  he  was  "  Presi- 
dent of  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution."  Now  no  self-respecting  presiding  genius 
of  such  an  enlightened  body  as  "  The  Sons  "  could  let  an 
opportunity  pass  and  do  his  whole  duty.  So  he  gave  St. 
Paul's  Chapter  an  eloquent  word  picturing  of  the  "  good 
old  times  "  when  "  the  blood  of  heroes  flowed  "  and  he 
rallied  himself  around  the  flag,  or  vice  versa,  and  as 
Grand  High  Priest  extolled  its  merits  as  a  vivid  and  im- 
perishable reminder  of  the  record-breaking  events  of  the 
period  "  when  George  the  Third  was  King." 

An  excellent  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters  is  fur- 
nished by  the  Grand  Secretary,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Gilman 
Waite,  to  whom  we  have  to  express  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment for  a  generous  act  of  courtesy.  He,  like  several 
of  the  Correspondents,  had  reproduced  M.  E.  Comp. 
Warvelle's  paper  on  the  Royal  Arch  in  extenso,  accepting 
that  gifted  Companion's  statements  for  what  they  were 
worth.  We  had  combatted  certain  of  his  assertions  be- 
cause they  revealed  no  visible  foundation,  and,  further, 
because  the  testimony  extant  was  directly  opposed  to 
them.  In  doing  so  we  were  actuated  by  only  one  desire, 
to  bring  about  a  little  more  light  if  possible  on  a  subject 
which  was  anything  but  clear.  The  opinions  expressed  in 
these  pages  were  gathered  from  known  facts  and  existing 
data,  without  which  the  aspiring  Masonic  historian  of  the 
present  day  should  exercise  extreme  caution.  Therefore 
it  was  in  the  spirit  of  the  seeker  after  truth  and  with 
no  thought  of  being  rude,  that  proof  was  asked  to  support 
statements  that  otherwise  rested  on  a  very  shadowy  basis. 
Comp.  Waite  evidently  realized  this  and  kindly  repro- 
duced our  remarks  in  full,  counselling  his  Companions  to 
peruse  both  sides  of  the  argument.  We  are  not  aware 
that  this  course  was  followed  by  any  other  reporter  under 
similar  conditions,  nor  are  we  complaining  thereat. 

The  report  throughout  is  that  of  a  zealous,  conscien- 
tious worker  who  is  laboring  to  give  his  Companions  the 
best  that  is  in  him.    In  his  conclusion  he  says : 

"  The  consensus  of  opinion  that  may  be  drawn  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  year's  work  is  one  of  a  steady  uplift  all  along 
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the  line.  This  is  to  be  seen  in  the  greater  interest  taken  in  some 
Jurisdictions  looking  to  a  better  supervision  of  the  bodies  of 
their  creation.  Even  this  is  a  matter  to  be  touched  upon  with 
great  care  in  a  review.  The  same  conditions  are  hardly  to  be 
found  in  two  Grand  bodies.  The  hopeful  sign,  however,  lies  in 
the  fact  that  all  are  striving  to  elevate  the  standard  which  each 
is  aiming  to  reach." 

Chas.  Dana  Burrage,  Needham,  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston,  Grand  Secretary. 


Michigan 

Chapters   .  .    151.  Members   .  .   20,683. 

The  city  of  Marquette  opened  wide  its  gates  that  the 
Companions  attending  the  Sixty-third  Annual  Convoca- 
tion might  enjoy  and  appreciate  the  glad  welcome  ex- 
tended to  them.  The  mayor  led  in  the  greeting  and  the 
police  were  sent  to  the  lock-up.  The  Masonic  reception 
was  equally  cordial,  and  one  may  easily  conceive  that 
those  midsummer  days  by  the  waters  of  Lake  Superior 
in  the  midst  of  a  warm-hearted  people  were  of  the 
halcyon  kind  and  long  to  be  remembered. 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  E.  Stevens,  Grand  High  Priest,  re- 
sponded to  the  many  welcomes,  assuring  the  friends  and 
Companions  of  Marquette  that  the  visitors  had  already 
begun  to  appreciate  the  hospitality  when  the  representa- 
tives were  met  on  the  trains  by  committees  a  hundred 
miles  from  the  city  and  the  cordial  welcome  had  con- 
tinued in  evidence  ever  since  reaching  the  city  of  Mar- 
quette. 

He  opened  the  Convocation  in  the  afternoon  of  June 
2J,  191 1,  and  there  was  a  recorded  attendance  of  nearly 
two  hundred.  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Chas.  D.  Blan- 
chard,  of  Marquette,  who  was  admitted  and  received  with 
Grand  Honors,  had  been  very  ill,  and  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty that  he  addressed  the  Companions  and  extended  the 
hearty  welcome  he  had  promised  a  year  ago  when  he  in- 
vited Grand  Chapter  to  meet  in  Marquette.  It  had  been 
his  lifelong  ambition  to  see  the  body  meet  there,  and  at 
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several  times  during  the  year,  as  he  expressed  it,  "  I  was 
afraid  you  would  be  too  late."  Companion  Blanchard's 
welcome  was  received  with  hearty  and  prolonged  applause 
in  testimony  of  the  love  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
by  the  members  of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  the  "  Roll  of  Honor  "  of 
the  Grand  Chapter,  to  which  three  additions  had  been 
made  during  the  year  by  the  deaths  of  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  Charles  John  Kruger,  Frank  N.  Clark  and  Thomas 
H.  Williams. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Steven's  address  was  not  of  the  flowery 
type,  but  for  plain  hard  fact  with  a  large  leaven  of  com- 
mon sense  it  must  be  commended.  New  Chapters  at 
Richmond  and  Gladwin  were  authorized  by  him,  and  two 
were  constituted.  He  had  a  word  of  deserved  praise  for 
the  zeal  displayed  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  the  Grand 
Lecturer  and  the  Grand  Chaplain. 

In  view  of  the  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
Masonic  Home  enacted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  recom- 
mended the  severance  of  the  connection  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter with  the  institution. 

"As  I  understand  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
undertake  this  work  without,  exterior  assistance,  I  recommend 
that  Article  twenty-five  (25)  of  the  Edicts  of  this  Grand  Chap- 
ter be  stricken  from  the  Red  Book  of  Capitular  Law  of  Michigan, 
and  that  no  appropriation  be  voted  for  the  support  of  the  Home." 

Of  course  if  Grand  Lodge  can  "  go  it  alone  "  and  is 
independent  of  the  aid  which  Grand  Chapter  was  willing 
to  give,  it  was  perhaps  as  well  to  let  it  have  its  way.  The 
charitable  phase  of  the  question  is,  however,  in  danger  of 
being  misunderstood  by  the  outsider  who  is  unaware  of 
all  the  circumstances.  One  would  have  thought  that  the 
noble  cause  of  charity  knew  no  distinction  in  the  cheerful 
giver,  but  it  is  just  how  we  look  at  it. 

Rev.  Dr.  Parkhurst,  the  well-known  New  York 
clergyman,  at  a  banquet  a  short  time  ago,  said  of  charity: 

"  Too  many  of  us,  perhaps,  misinterpret  the  meaning 
of  charity  as  the  head  of  the  household  misinterpreted  the 
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Scriptural    text.      This    citizen,    a   pillar    of    a   Western 
church,  entered  in  his  journal : 

"  '  The  Scripture  ordains  that,  "  if  a  man  take  away 
thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy  cloak  also."  To-day,  having 
caught  the  hostler  stealing  my  potatoes,  I  have  given  him 
the  sack.'  " 

The  physical  perfection  upholder  will  find  in  the 
G.  H.  P.  no  advocate  so  far  as  Chapter  qualifications  go. 

"  What  is  this  law  of  physical  perfection  and  from  whence 
did  it  derive  its  origin  ? 

"  The  Law  of  the  old  charges  which  declares  that  a  candi- 
date must  be  a  perfect  youth,  '  having  no  maim  or  defect  in  his 
body,'  was  a  practical  rule  adopted  by  operative  masons,  not  for 
any  symbolic  reason,  I  take  it,  but  purely  for  utilitarian  reasons. 

"  The  medieval  guild  of  Catholic  builders  for  whom  the  old 
charges  were  made  was  a  body  of  superior  workmen  jealous  of 
its  position.  It  considered  itself  better  than  any  local  guild  of 
ordinary  masons,  as  it  was,  for  its  members  constructed  works 
of  stone  which  the  average  mason  of  this  day  could  not  under- 
take. It  did  not  want  any  apprentice  who,  when  he  had  learned 
his  trade  and  arrived  at  manhood,  was  not  the  equal  in  skill  and 
physical  ability  of  his  fellows.  From  their  viewpoint  physical 
perfection  was  as  important  or  more  so  than  moral  perfection. 
This  was  practical  and  operative,  not  symbolical  or  mystical. 

"  The  working  tools  of  the  operative  mason  have  become  to 
us  symbolic  of  spiritual  truths,  and  the  physical  perfection  re- 
quired of  the  ancient  apprentice  should  become  to  us  but  a 
symbol  of  that  moral  and  spiritual  perfection  which  we  demand 
in  our  candidates,  with  due  allowance  for  the  essential  imper- 
fection of  human  nature.  But  even  this  view  need  not  be  con- 
sidered in  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Those  who  apply  to  us  for 
further  light  are  of  necessity  Master  Masons,  and  if  they  have 
proven  themselves  to  be  morally  such  as  we  are  authorized  to 
receive,  what  right  have  we  to  debar  them  from  Capitular 
Masonry?" 

Having  thus  delivered  his  view  of  the  situation,  he 
recommended  a  change  in  the  law,  and  subsequently  the 
Committee  agreed  that,  as  Grand  Lodge  had  left  the  mat- 
ter to  the  discretion  of  the  constituent  lodges,  a  similar 
concession  should  be  granted  to  the  Chapters  by  Grand 
Chapter. 
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He  also  advocated  a  modification  in  the  law  of  terri- 
torial jurisdiction,  citing  several  cases  where  the  hard 
and  fast  line  of  the  Chapters'  limitation  had  worked  to 
the  sore  inconvenience  and  distress  of  prospective  candi- 
dates. 

One  of  the  Chapters  supported  his  views  by  offering 
amendments  to  the  effect  that  territorial  limits  within  the 
State  be  abolished  and  that  a  brother  be  free  to  place  his 
petition  in  any  Chapter  of  his  choice. 

The  Committee  was  not  complete,  and  the  present 
members  being  not  in  accord  on  the  question,  the  matter 
was  reported  back  to  Grand  Chapter  for  its  considera- 
tion. It  will  probably  be  discussed  at  next  Annual,  for 
nothing  further  appears  to  have  been  done  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

Against  the  Chapter  which  had  offered  the  amend- 
ments a  complaint  had  been  lodged  by  another  Chapter, 
accusing  it  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction,  but  although  the 
papers  in  the  matter  had  been  entrusted  to  a  Committee 
no  report  seems  to  have  been  made. 

The  same  active  Chapter  asked  the  G.  H.  P.  whether 
the  relations  between  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  and 
that  of  Michigan  continued  friendly,  as  it  was  contem- 
plated to  receive  as  visitors  the  Companions  of  a  trans- 
border  Chapter.  Assurance  was  given  that  the  pipe  of 
peace  had  not  ceased  to  exude  the  aroma  of  fraternal 
affection. 

That  the  General  Grand  Chapter's  methods  do  not 
find  favor  with  some  of  its  "  constituents  "  was  clearly 
shown  in  a  report  submitted  on  the  "  relations  "  with 
that  exalted  body,  which  was  approved  by  Grand  Chapter. 
It  stated  that 

"At  Boston  the  General  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  cash 
balance  of  $20,822.99,  nearly  all  drawing  interest.  The  general 
expenses  for  three  years,  including  expenses  of  Grand  Officers, 
are  about  $6,850,  leaving  an  accumulating  balance  of  about  $5,000 
each  triennial  period.  The  question  arises,  why  continue  to  ac- 
cumulate a  big  surplus?  The  Grand  Chapters  are  the  ones  that 
create  most  of  this  fund  and  they  have  ample  causes  of  their 
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own  to  use  this  surplus  which  they  are  creating.  The  General 
Grand  Chapter  is  only  an  advisory  body,  having  no  powers  of 
discipline  nor  coercion,  neither  has  it  judicial  or  appellate  juris- 
diction, consequently  it  has  no  particular  use  for  its  funds  aside 
from  salaries  and  expenses  of  Grand  Officers  and  the  printing 
and  distribution  of  proceedings." 

The  report  concluded  with  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  representatives  to  General  Grand  Chapter,  to  be 
held  at  Indianapolis,  in  September,  1912,  be  directed  to 
introduce  a  resolution  providing  that  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars  shall  be  allowed  to  the  ranking  repre- 
sentative of  each  Grand  Chapter  towards  his  expenses  in 
attending  the  General  Grand  Chapter. 

A  very  pleasing  incident  took  place  during  the  session. 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Lou  B.  Winsor  took  the  floor 
and  gave. a  record  of  the  attendance  of  Companion  David 
Woodward,  which  had  now  reached  the  mark  of  forty- 
two  consecutive  Annual  Convocations.  He  was  High 
Priest  of  his  Chapter  in  1872.  Companion  Woodward 
had  reached  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  This  is  a  record 
seldom  equalled,  and  on  motion  of  Companion  Winsor, 
Companion  Woodward  was  created  an  Honorary  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  and  placed  upon  the  pay  roll  for 
mileage  and  per  diem. 

Grand  Secretary  Charles  A.  Conovers  excellent  re- 
view of  the  Grand  Chapters  is  prefaced  by  a  reproduction 
of  one  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Warvelle's  essays  on  "  The 
American  Royal  Arch/'  which  shows  his  desire  to  in- 
struct the  Companions  of  Michigan.  He  should  give  them 
the   entire   series. 

In  his  very  complimentary  report  of  Canada  for  191 1 
he  reprints  the  remarks  of  the  Grand  Z.,  as  also  those  of 
the  writer,  on  the  Michigan  decision  regarding  a  dimit 
and  the  expediency  of  its  endorsation  by  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary supported  by  the  seal  of  the  Grand  body,  a  proposi- 
tion to  which  this  Grand  Chapter  demurred  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  only  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  pri- 
vate Chapter,  but  an  unwarranted  interference  with 
ancient  usage. 
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"  Now,  Companion  Bennett,  this  proves  the  scriptural  adage, 
'  Behold  what  a  great  matter  a  little  fire  kindleth.'  It  was 
farthest  from  the  intention  of  our  Grand  High  Priest  when  that 
decision  was  made  to  make  trouble  for  anybody.  This  is  a  day 
of  much  clandestinism.  Lodges  and  Chapters  of  clandestine 
Masonry  are  springing  up  all  over  this  land  of  ours.  I  believe 
they  have  not  yet  invaded  Canada  to  the  extent  they  have  some 
of  our  more  populous  States.  Now,  from  your  own  personal 
experience,  please  answer  me.  II ow  many  of  your  local  Chapters 
have  the  means  at  hand  to  determine  whether  *  Spodunk  Chapter 
No.  6 '  in  Texas  or  New  York  is  a  regularly  organized  Chapter 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  recognized  Grand  Chapter  of  those 
States?  There  is  not  one  in  a  hundred  that  can  do  so.  Now, 
all  that  is  asked  of  the  Grand  Secretary  is  to  certify  on  the  back 
of  the  dimit,  not  to  the  Companion's  standing  in  any  way,  but 
to  the  regularity  of  the  Chapter  which  issued  the  dimit,  and  of 
such  regularity  the  Grand  Chapter  only  through  its  officers  can 
certify.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  any  Grand  Chapter  should 
refuse  to  make  the  statement  over  its  seal  and  the  signature  of 
the  Grand  Secretary  certifying  the  regularity  of  the  standing  of 
any  of  its  subordinate  Chapters." 

Well,  we  feel  sure  our  worthy  Companion  will  acquit 
us  of  any  wish  or  intent  to  be  discourteous  if  we  dub  the 
above  defence  of  the  action  criticized  as  extremely  thin 
and  fragile.  He  seems  to  overlook  the  important  fact 
that  the  Grand  High  Priest  had  overleaped  his  bounds 
and  was  legislating,  not  for  an  individual  Grand  Chapter, 
but  for  the  Royal  Arch  body  universal.  He  may  not  have 
intended  making  trouble  for  anybody,  but  that  is  just 
what  his  precious  ruling  is  capable  of  doing,  that  is  if 
there  is  anybody  to  take  it  seriously.  Far  from  being  a 
trifling  matter,  it  is  just  one  of  those  germs  from  which 
much  trouble  is  apt  to  spread,  the  incarnation  of  "  a 
brilliant  idea,"  originating  most  likely  in  the  insatiable 
appetite  for  something  new  in  law-making — a  malady  to 
which  Masonic  America  has  been  a  victim  for  many 
years.  There  is  no  clandestinism  in  our  Capitular  world 
that  we  have  ever  heard  of,  therefore  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  any  one  man  to  constitute  himself  a  Paladin  to 
vanquish  an  invisible  foe.  We  have  nothing  to  add  to,  or 
take  from,  what  we  have  already  written  in  regard  to  the 
decision  objected  to.  If  the  bona  fides  of  a  Canadian 
Companion's  dimit  is  suspected,  there  is  always  a  way 
open    for    satisfactory   enquiry — even    if    the    intelligent 
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Companions  are  not  in  possession  of  the  means  of  verify- 
ing the  regularity  of  "  Spodunk  Chapter  No.  6." 

"All  that  is  asked  of  the  Grand  Secretary  "  is  to  do 
something  the  Grand  Secretary  has  no  right  to  do.  If  the 
Grand  Secretary  is  courteously  asked  a  question  he  should 
as  courteously  answer  it,  but  the  Grand  Secretary's  auto- 
graph and  the  seal  of  which  he  is  the  custodian  are  limited 
to  certain  defined  purposes,  and  he  certainly  is  not  author- 
ized to  interfere  with  a  document  issued  by  a  private 
Chapter,  constitutionally  approved,  under  its  own  seal 
and  the  signatures  of  its  officers,  the  ruling  of  Michigan's 
Grand  High  Priest  to  the  contrary.  There  is  something 
after  all  in  the  old  saying,  "  he  who  rules  least  rules  best." 

In  this  connection  the  views  of  a  writer  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Tyler-Keystone,  a  high-class  Masonic  journal 
published  in  Michigan,  by  the  way,  will  not  be  considered 
malapropos : 

"  Much  new  legislation  enacted  has  been  under 
the  general  head  of  protection  against  '  clandestine  ' 
or  irregular  Masons.  Several  Grand  Lodges  have 
joined  hands  with  those  who  make  documentary 
evidence  of  membership  a  necessary  preliminary  to 
examination.  Whatever  may  be  the  danger  from 
'  clandestines,'  to  our  mind  the  danger  of  this  over- 
solicitation  on  our  behalf  is  much  greater.  Traveling 
Masons  have  lost  faith  in  the  strength  of  the  Masonic 
bonds.  Their  knowledge  no  longer  serves  to  make 
them  a  part  of  the  Masonic  family,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence their  trust  in  the  Craft  is  shattered,  their 
feeling  of  security  wherever  they  may  be  is  gone,  and 
the  incentive  to  continue  their  membership  is  in  many 
cases  destroyed. 

"  The  distrust  and  suspicion  which  has  grown  out 
of  this  anti-clandestine  legislation  is  unwholesome  and 
un-Masonic.  It  marks  a  phase  of  Masonry  which  is 
largely  built  up  on  commercialism.  The  legislation 
which  makes  clandestinism  necessary  or  possible  is  a 
result  of  financial  and  numerical  greed,  which  we  call 
by  courtesy  the  '  doctrine  of  sole  jurisdiction.'  " 
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Probably  Companion  C.  has  perused  the  comments 
of  the  reviewers  who  have  noted  the  matter  in  question. 
If  so,  he  will  perhaps  find  it  not  '  difficult  to  conceive  ' 
that  his  position  is  one  that  finds  but  little  backing. 
Again  the  hope  is  expressed  that  Michigan  will  recon- 
sider the  decision  of  its  ex-ruler,  otherwise  knotty  com- 
plications are  possible  in  the  future. 

We  cannot  part  from  Comp.  Conover  without  com- 
plimenting him,  not  only  on  his  thoughtful  report,  but 
also  for  the  neat  map  of  the  State  of  Michigan  artistically 
designed  by  him,  showing  the  location  of  the  several 
Chapters  in  the  jurisdiction. 

Elwin  F.  Brown,  Iron  Mountain,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  A.  Conover,  Coldwater,  Grand  Secretary. 


Minnesota 

Chapters   .  .   J2.  Members   .  .   8,289. 

Grand  Chapter's  jubilee  anniversary  has  come  and 
gone  "  unwept,  unhonored  and  unsung."  No  blowing  of 
trumpets  nor  even  an  attempt  at  ponderous  hilarity  on 
the  part  of  the  Companions  of  Minnesota.  The  Fiftieth 
Annual  Convocation,  at  St.  Paul,  on  October  10th,  191 1, 
had  little  to  mark  the  event  beyond  a  muster  of  all  the 
Past  Grand  High  Priests,  who  marched  in  with  one  of 
themselves,  and  yet  a  greater  than  any,  to  wit,  Comp. 
Nathan  Kingsley,  "  M,  E.  General  Grand  High  Priest  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,"  whose 
sun-like  rising  in  the  East  was  thus  brilliantly  attended. 
The  assembled  Companions  received  the  distinguished 
Minnesotan  with  "  Grand  Honors,"  and  in  return  he 
graciously  addressed  them.  Having  exacted  the  homage 
his  lofty  position  demanded,  he  pocketed  his  dignity  and 
settled  down  to  the  relaxation  of  common  committee 
work. 

No  blaring  fanfare  greeted  the  Grand  High  Priest 
M.  E.  Comp.  John  T.  Johnson,  when  he  addressed  the 
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Companions,  nor  is  it  recorded  that  his  peroration  was 
rewarded  by  any  outburst  of  enthusiasm.  The  address 
was  of  the  familiar  type. 

"  The  Grim  Reaper,"  he  announced,  had  in  the  pre- 
vious January  "  invaded  our  ranks,"  and  the  loss  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Josiah  A.  Peck  was  the  sad  result. 
The  deceased  Companion  ruled  Grand  Chapter  in  1899. 
Ten  years  later  he  removed  to  California,  where  he  died. 

A  request  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Glenwood  was  refused 
because  unsupported  by  any  recommendation  from  the 
nearest  Chapter.  Companions  at  Spring  Valley  made  a 
similar  request  under  similar  conditions.  They  had  in- 
fluential backing  otherwise-  and  the  G.  H.  P.  journeyed 
thither  and  found  that  the  Chapter  at  LeRoy,  the  nearest, 
was  in  a  state  of  coma.  He  decided  to  leave  the  issue 
with  Grand  Chapter. 

He  made  four  visits  and  regretted  his  inability  to 
make  more.    "  Important  duties,"  etc.    Yet  he  remarked : 

"  So  far  as  my  personal  observation  goes,  I  think  on  the 
whole  the  Chapters  throughout  the  jurisdiction  are  in  good  shape 
and  gradually,  though  perhaps  slowly,  steadily  improving.  This 
is  perhaps  in  a  measure  somewhat  due  to  the  passing  from  the 
scene  of  activities  of  the  older  members,  many  of  whom  had 
learned  different  works,  in  the  different  jurisdictions  from 
whence  they  came,  and  who  are  now  being  superseded  by  a 
younger  element,  who  have  learned  or  are  now  learning  the  last 
adopted  work  of  the  Rite.'' 

It  is  noticed  that  the  "  clearance  card  "  has  displaced 
the  old-fashioned  Masonic  "  dimit  "  in  Minnesota.  Is 
this  another  achievement  of  the  reformer? 

The  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Chapters  recom- 
mended the  appointment  of  a  "  Board  of  Custodians  of 
the  Work,"  to  consist  of  five  Companions,  whose  duty  it 
will  be  to  meet  and  rehearse,  and  generally  look  after  the 
jurisdiction  during  the  year,  giving  instruction  where 
needed,  and  to  maintain  a  strict  supervision  over  the 
Chapters.    The  recommendation  was  agreed  to. 
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-  Spring  Valley's  application  was  favored  by  the  Com- 
mittee, who  recommended  that  "  a  dispensation  be 
granted,"  but  Grand  Chapter  did  not  concur.  Hokah 
Chapter,  which  had  made  no  returns  for  two  years,  had 
its  charter  suspended. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Grand  Chapter  that  where  pre- 
liminary degrees  only  were  to  be  worked  it  was  un- 
necessary to  open  a  Chapter.  This  resolution  will  doubt- 
less save  time  and  make  things  easy  for  officers  who  dis- 
like "  useless  formality."    Another  sample  of  reform. 

The  eminent  services  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  were 
recognized  by  the  presentation  of  a  seventy  dollar  jewel. 

Companion  Irving  Todd  submits  another  careful  re- 
view of  the  Grand  Chapters,  from  which,  although  his 
space  is  limited,  the  reader  may  glean  much  information. 
Canada  for  191 1  receives  brief  but  appreciative  notice. 

Jas.  G.  Houghton,  Minneapolis,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  Fishel,  St.  Paul,  Grand  Secretary. 


Mississippi 

Chapters   .  .   76.  Members   .  .  4,135. 

"  No  mean  city  "  is  Gulf  port.  True,  not  many  have 
heard  of  it,  but  it  is  there,  and  its  citizens  demonstrated 
the  fact  when  the  Companions  of  Grand  Chapter  met  on 
the  23rd  February,  191 1,  and  Grand  High  Priest  Wiley 
H.  Clifton  greeted  them. 

"  We  meet  in  this  Sixty-third  Annual  Convocation  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  the  new  and  rapidly  growing  city  of  Gulfport, 
which  boasts  of  a  deep-water  harbor  where  the  largest  vessels 
are  loaded  with  the  products  of  mine,  field  and  forest;  and  the 
city's  wonderful  development  and  prosperity  can  only  be  equalled 
by  her  unbounded  hospitality,  as  evidenced  by  her  cordial  recep- 
tion of  the  Masonic  bodies  on  this  occasion." 

Referring  to  departed  Companions,  he  directed  a 
word  of  tender  sympathy  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Frederic  Speed,  who  deeply  mourned  the  loss  of  a 
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devoted  wife.  It  was  but  a  temporary  parting,  for  the 
much-loved  Grand  Secretary  followed  the  partner  of  his 
joys  and  sorrows  on  the  ioth  March,  or  just  a  fortnight 
after  the  close  of  the  Convocation. 

Mississippi's  bereavement  is  shared  by  the  Masonic 
fraternity  of  a  continent,  for  Companion  Speed's  name 
was  familiar  to  the  reading  fraternity  of  every  jurisdic- 
tion. He  saw  much  active  service  during  the  war  and 
afterwards  allied  himself  with  the  legal  profession,  in 
which  he  became  a  judge.  As  a  fearless  man  of  affairs 
he  earned  the  love  and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which 
he  labored,  while  his  devotion  to  Masonry  was  remark- 
able. One  who  knew  him  intimately  summed  up  his 
attributes  in  the  following  tribute : 

"  He  was  a  knightly  gentleman  without  ostentation ;  a 
friend  without  hypocrisy.  A  neighbor  without  selfishness;  a 
scholar  without  egotism.  An  adversary  without  guile ;  a  man 
without  fear.  A  Christian  without  dogma ;  a  citizen  without 
reward. 

"  He  hitched  his  wagon  to  a  star.  His  ideals  were  lofty,  his 
purposes  were  patriotic.  He  lived  for  others  and  not  for  himself. 
Neither  the  fear  of  defeat,  the  reproach  of  his  enemies,  nor  the 
solicitude  of  his  friends  could  divert  him  from  what  seemed  to 
him  to  be  the  way  of  truth,  justice,  honor  and  duty." 

A  new  Chapter  was  instituted  successfully  at  Charles- 
ton and  an  abortive  attempt  was  made  to  revive  an  old 
charter  at  Fulton. 

His  dispensations  included  a  number  to  ballot  out  of 
time,  and  a  further  call  on  the  Craft  for  contributions  to 
aid  the  fund  for  building  "  the  Confederate  Monument 
on  Johnson's  Island  "  he  declined  to  sanction. 

His  frequent  use  of  titles  which,  with  us,  are  con- 
fined to  symbolic  Masonry  is  a  bit  confusing,  but  then  it 
may  be  Southern  custom.  His  references  to  the  "  Right 
Worshipful  "  Grand  Secretary  and  "  Right  Worshipful  " 
Companion  Grand  Lecturer,  etc.,  seem  strange. 

As  a  visitor  he  made  a  good  record.  He  delivered  a 
Masonic  address  at  most  of  these  visits  and,  "  when  re- 
quested, a  '  public  '  address."     His  tribute  to  the  Grand 
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Lecturer's  attention  to  duty  was  deserved.  Nearly  all  the 
Chapters  in  the  State  were  covered  by  that  officer,  and, 
lest  the  four  or  five  unvisited  should  feel  slighted,  an 
excellent  portrait  of  R.  E.  Comp.  Whittaker  is  furnished 
in  the  Proceedings. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  eulogy  of  the  good  working 
of  the  Masonic  Home,  which  cares  for  thirty-five  chil- 
dren of  Masons,  was  an  interesting  feature  of  the  address. 
He  laid  the  corner  stone  of  a  large  new  dormitory  for 
the  boys,  the  gift  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  to  cost  $3,500. 
He  delivered  a  "  public  "  address  on  the  occasion. 

From  Booneville  again  came  the  annual  telegram  of 
"  cordial  greetings  "  from  the  session  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
signed  "  Mollie  Allen." 

The  Companions,  of  course,  responded  gallantly  and 
sent  their  good  wishes  to  the  dear  sisters  "  collectively 
and  individually." 

An  effort  will  be  made  next  year  to  have  all  the 
officers  of  Grand  Chapter  made  elective. 

A  list  of  sixty  defunct  Chapters  is  published,  and  for 
his  efforts  at  revival  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  highly 
commended  by  Grand  Chapter. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Oliver  L.  McKay  again  wields  the  Cor- 
respondence quill  for  Mississippi,  and  right  well  he  does 
it.    A  very  generous  and  courteous  review  of  Canada  for 
'  1910  is  included  in  his  valuable  contribution  to  the  volume 
before  us. 

He  noted  one  or  two  of  the  Grand  Z.'s  decisions  and 
remarks  approvingly,  especially  in  the  case  of  a  Chapter's 
attempt  to  elaborate  in  the  ceremony  as  authorized,  when 
he  added :  "  To  our  mind,  the  old-time  Masonry,  like  the 
old-time  religion,  is  good  enough  for  us." 

His  observation  in  reference  to  the  absence  of  Mis- 
sissippi's representative  was  justified  in  the  fact,  but  we 
can  assure  Comp.  McKay  that  if  'twere  only  a  matter  of 
a  Sabbath  day's  journey  that  worthy  Companion  would 
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endeavor  to  answer  to  his  name  with  the  rest,  but,  being 
tied  to  duty  at  a  distance  of  two  thousand  miles  or  more, 
he  finds  it  difficult  to  gratify  his  keen  desire  for  the  Com- 
panionship of  Grand  Chapter.  No  more  enthusiastic 
Mason  exists  than  R.  E.  Comp.  Chipman.  By  the  way, 
in  looking  over  Mississippi's  list,  we  find  it  represented 
by  a  scion  of  the  Napoleonic  dynasty,  while  Comp.  Chip- 
man  is  translated  to  California,  probably  to  make  it  easier 
for  one  or  either". 

Geo.  B.  Power,  Jackson,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Frederic  Gordon  Speed,  Vicksburg,  Grand  Secretary. 


Missouri 

Chapters   .  .    107.  Members   .  .    12,649. 

Under  most  favorable  conditions  the  Sixty-fifth  An- 
nual Convocation,  at  Kansas  City,  was  called  to  order  by 
Comp.  Francis  H.  Trimble,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  on 
the  morning  of  the  25th  April,  1911. 

The  attendance  was  good,  and  the  Companions  were 
equal  to  any  amount  of  labor  after  being  refreshed  with 
the  inspiring  hymn,  "  My  Country,  'Tis  of  Thee." 

The  G.  H.  P.  had  prepared  a  good  address,  which 
covered  some  twenty  pages  of  the  printed  proceedings, 
and  which  was  listened  to  with  the  attention  it  deserved. 
His  references  to  the  source  of  activity  in  the  Chapter 
might  well  apply  elsewhere : 

"  The  prosperity  and  well-being  of  the  Order  rests,  in  large 
measure,  upon  the  High  Priests  of  the  local  Chapters.  They  are 
the  real  driving  forces  in  our  machinery.  It  is  astounding  what 
one  man  alone  can  accomplish  in  a  Chapter  if  he  is  in  earnest, 
interested  and  zealous.  Time  and  again  Chapters  that  were  dor- 
mant have  been  gradually  aroused  to  intense  activity  until  they 
became  a  powerful,  though  silent,  moral  force  in  the  community 
simply  because  one  man  in  it  took  hold  of  the  work  with  deter- 
mined mind  and  loving  heart." 
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One  man  in  particular  came  in  for  special  mention 
and  praise.  He  presided  over  a  Chapter  that  achieved 
the  distinction  of  having  added  212  to  its  list  of  exalta- 
tions during  the  year.     Whither  bound,  eh? 

Among  the  applications  for  dispensation  were  two  to 
re-ballot  on  candidates  who  had  been  rejected,  and  they 
were  refused  on  the  ground  that  "  it  is  bad  policy  to 
grant  dispensations  in  such  matters."  Missouri's  law 
calls  for  unanimous  ballot,  but  permits  the  High  Priest 
to  authorize  a  second  ballot  if  reasonable  cause  is  shown. 

"  The  presumption  is  that  the  local  members  of  the  Chapter 
are  better  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  of  an  applicant  than 
anyone  at  a  distance.  In  the  above-mentioned  instances  it  was 
urged  that  the  presence  of  the  black  ball  was  the  result  of  an 
error  or  an  accident.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  a  second 
black  ball  should  occur  purely  by  accident.  And  if  an  error  or 
mistake,  then  it  is  submitted  that  a  rigid  rule  not  to  grant  a 
dispensation  to  re-ballot  will  result  in  the  Companions  taking 
greater  care  in  casting  their  ballots.  Balloting  on  a  candidate 
is  a  serious  and  important  matter,  and  the  Companions  should 
thoroughly  understand  that  what  they  do  at  that  time  is  irre- 
vocable, at  least,  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  required 
period." 

He  did  not  do  much  visiting,  but  made  up  for  omis- 
sions in  this  regard  by  correspondence  with  the  Chapters, 
in  which  he  exercised  "  a  lavish  expenditure  for  station- 
ery and  postage  stamps  and  the  constant  employment  of 
a  stenographer."  One  ventures  a  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  Chapters  would  not  have  preferred  the  visit.  How- 
ever, he  did  make  a  few  visits  and  at  one  witnessed  the 
M.  E.  M.  degree 

"  conferred  with  splendid  ceremonial  and  impressive  effect.  The 
imposing  pageantry,  lofty  ritualism  and  awful  sublimity  of  the 
ancient  worship  of  Jehovah  were  staged  with  remarkable  force 
and  beauty  and  created  a  profound  impression." 

The  writer  was  once  treated  to  a  similar  stage  spec- 
tacle, and  was  so  impressed  with  "  the  awful  sublimity  " 
that  he  has  never  since  expressed  the  remotest  desire  to 
repeat  the  experience.  No  doubt  but  what  the  G.  H.  P. 
saw  was  everything  that  he  claimed  for  it,  but  it  is  just 
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possible  that  with  thoughtless  performers  the  representa- 
tion may  sink  to  the  level  of  sacrilegious  burlesque.  Yet 
it  is  urged  that  without  stage  panoply  it  is  difficult  to 
popularize  the  degree,  and  we  are  inclined  to  agree  with 
that  feature  of  the  argument,  for  certain  it  is  that  its 
originators,  were  they  permitted  to  return  and  see  the 
embellished  article,  would  be  slow  to  recognize  their 
handiwork  and  would  gladly  retire  again  to  their  narrow 
bed  and  oblivion. 

Very  proudly  he  spoke  of  the  good  work  done  by  the 
Chapters  in  aid  of  the  Masonic  Home,  which  in  the  pre- 
vious March  had  commenced  an  addition  in  the  shape  of 
an  Infirmary,  the  corner-stone  of  which  was  laid  with 
much  ceremony.  All  of  the  several  Masonic  and  kindred 
organizations  of  State  participated  in  the  event.  Several 
thousand  Masons  were  in  the  line  of  march,  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  people  were  witnesses  of  the  function. 

The  Committee  on  "  Masonic  Publication "  is  still 
sanguine  that  the  project  is  feasible  and,  if  started,  will 
prove  a  paying  venture.  Their  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.,  which  recom- 
mended that  as  the  proposition  was  of  vital  importance 
to  Grand  Chapter,  "  it  be  sent  back  to  the  Special  Com- 
mittee having  it  in  charge,  requesting  continuation  of 
their  investigation,  and  that  it  favor  Grand  Chapter  with 
another  report  at  the  next  Annual  Convocation,"  which 
looks  very  much  as  if  the  scheme  was  given  its  first  cold 
douche. 

The  other  Committees  had  little  or  nothing  to  do. 
Failure  to  attend  to  instructions  with  regard  to  rituals 
occasioned  the  arrest  of  the  charter  of  one  Chapter,  and 
three  for  a  similar  negligence  were  given  sixty  days' 
respite. 

Companion  J.  H.  Miller's  welcome  second  report  on 
"  Fraternal  "  Correspondence  is,  as  expected,  an  excellent 
paper.  His  reviews  are  al'l-embracing  though  pithy,  and 
where  necessary  he  can  express  his  own  opinions  with 
vigor.  His  views  on  Alabama's  free  pass  for  clergymen, 
to  wit : 
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"  However,  I  protest  against  placing  a  minister  in  such  a 
humiliating  position.  Can  a  minister  have  a  true  feeling  of  self- 
respect  and  equality  in  the  company  of  men  who  admit  him  to 
their  midst  by  proclaiming  that  he  is  not  able  to  pay  his  way 
as  he  goes.  He  is  marked  and  labelled  as  one  who  is  not  to  be 
expected  to  bear  his  share  in  the  general  run  of  expenses.  Point 
out  the  physician  or  attorney  who  would  accept  Masonic  degrees 
on  such  terms.  If  anyone  could  be  found  who  would  be  willing 
to  undertake  it,  he  would  likely  get  all  the  black  balls  in  the  box." 

Austin  L.  McRae,  Rolla,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Robert  F.  Stevenson,  St.  Louis,  Grand  Secretary. 


Montana 

Chapters   .  .   20.  Members   .  .    1,658. 

Helena  was  honored  with  the  Twenty-first  Annual 
Convocation,  on  20th  September,  1910,  and  the  "  coming 
of  age  "  saw  a  most  gratifying  attendance.  Dr.  Maurice 
Anson  Walker,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  whose  fine  open 
countenance  beams  out  from  under  the  cover,  opened  the 
session  with  the  customary  solemnities  and  greeted  his 
Companions  with  a  reminder  that  they  had  entered  a  new 
epoch.  "  We  have  escaped  the  numerous  ills  incidental 
to  childhood  and  youth,  and  with  health  and  vigor  have 
arrived  at  the  years  of  maturity." 

At  the  time  of  Grand  Chapter's  formation  it  con- 
sisted of  nine  Chapters,  with  a  membership  of  500.  At 
the  close  of  this  Convocation  they  would  boast  twenty 
Chapters,  with  over  1,650  Companions. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  about  covered  the  jurisdiction 
and  enjoyed  a  near  acquaintance  with  all  the  Chapters. 
The  story  of  his  visitations  was  a  revelation  of  his  zeal 
and  his  journeyings,  covering  three  thousand  miles,  must 
have  effected  lasting  good. 

That  the  G.  H.  P.  possesses  a  thoughtful  head  and 
uses  it,  is  demonstrated  in  his  views  as  to  Grand  Chapter's 
position  with  regard  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and 
as  the  illustrious  ruler  of  the  latter  body  has  been  looking 
in  on  the  Grand  Chapters  of  many  of  the  States  in  the 
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character  of  over-lord,  or  perhaps  that  of  a  good  shep- 
herd heedful  of  the  welfare  of  his  flock,  they  will  be 
found  interesting. 

An  application  from  Quebec  for  a  nomination  to  fill 
a  vacancy  in  the  list  of  Grand  Representatives  occasioned 
the  train  of  thought  thus  put  into  words : 

"  On  this  matter  my  mind  was  not  at  all  clear,  as  under  the 
resolution  passed  by  this  body  in  1893  it  was  declared  in  effect 
that  as  '  this  Grand  Chapter  was  only  a  limited  sovereignty 
holding  under  a  General  Grand  Chapter,  the  exchange  of  repre- 
sentatives with  other  Grand  Chapters  similarly  situated  was 
useless  and  improper,  and  requesting  the  Grand  High  Priest  to 
make  no  more  appointments  upon  the  expiration  of  those  then 
outstanding.'  With  this  dictum  of  '  limited  sovereignty '  I  do 
not  entirely  agree.  But  if  this  is  the  case — and  I  have  no  power 
to  go  behind  the  standing  resolutions  of  this  Grand  Chapter — 
then  why  should  we  have  authority  to  exchange  representatives 
with  a  body  which  is  sovereign?  Should  not  the  privilege  and 
capacity  of  exchange  rest  entirely  with  the  General  Grand 
Chapter? 

"  With  the  exception  of  recommending  a  uniform  ritual, 
which  has  been  adopted  by  about  20  of  its  adherents,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  is  and  has  been  of  very  little 
help  to  Capitular  Masonry.  W'hile  it  is  true  that  we  recognize 
its  authority  by  our  Constitution,  and  in  the  obligations  of  our 
officers,  still  it  has  no  real  power,  as  it  is  unable  to  enforce  anv 
decisions  that  it  may  make  as  between  Grand  Chapters  under 
its  sway.  The  General  Grand  Chapter,  very  early  in  its  history, 
thoroughly  emasculated  itself,  expressly  declaring  in  its  Consti- 
tution that  it  "has  no  power  of  discipline,  admonition,  censure 
or  instruction  over  the  Grand  Chapters,  nor  any  legislative  pow- 
ers whatever,  not  hereby  specially  granted,  nor  any  authority  to 
suspend  the  proceedings  of  any  State  Grand  Chapters,'  etc. 

"  Thus  we  seem  to  be  in  the  anomalous  position  of  recog- 
nizing the  authority  of  a  body  which  itself  says  that  it  has  none. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  hardly  knew  what  ought  to  be 
done.  This  Grand  Chapter  is  one  of  only  three  which  acknowledge 
the  authority  (?)  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  still  do 
not  exchange  representatives  with  others  similarly  situated,  and 
J  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  resolution  referred  to  ought  to  be 
rescinded." 

He  here  furnishes  a  nut  for  the  advocates  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand's  assumption  of  supreme  authority  to  crack, 
and  justifies  our  own  suspicion,  whispered  elsewhere,  that 
the  recognition  of  so-called  Grand  Chapters  over  which 
the  General  Grand  claims  jurisdiction,  and  which  admit 
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allegiance  to  that  august  body,  is  perilously  near  to  over- 
stepping the  limit  and  might  well  be  described  as  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  the  genuinely  independent  and 
sovereign  bodies  who  do  the  recognizing.  It  simply  means 
that  the  argument  supports  the  theory  that  they  are 
"  Grand "  Chapters  in  name  only  and  may  be  classed 
really  as  districts  under  control  of  the  General  Grand. 
If  they  are  "  Grand  "  Chapters,  they  should  assert  their 
independence  and  not  lie  under  the  humiliating  imputa- 
tion of  vassalage.  It  may  be  argued,  how  does  all  this 
concern  Canada?  In  this  way.  The  official  announce- 
ment of  recent  creations  sent  out,  to  this  as  well  as  other 
jurisdictions,  from  the  General  Grand  Secretary's  office 
under  seal,  unequivocally  stated  that  they  are  "  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter."  If  they 
are  not,  then  the  General  Grand  ought  to  be  made  aware 
of  the  more  than  possibility,  that  a  Grand  Chapter  which 
owns  no  superior  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to<  accede 
to  a  request  for  recognition  from  a  body  that  admittedly 
is  controlled  by  another,  older  perhaps,  but  no  greater 
than  itself. 

It  would  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  know  just  how 
many  of  the  "  sovereign  "  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United 
States  are  willing  to  admit  being  "  subject  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  General  Grand."  No  wonder  Montana's 
Grand  High  Priest  was  puzzled  to  know  "  where  he  was 
at."  He  at  any  rate  took  the  bull  by  the  horns  and  recom- 
mended 

"  That  the  resolution  passed  by  this  body  at  its  Fourth 
Annual  Convocation,  referring  to  the  exchange  of  representa- 
tives with  other  Grand  Chapters,  be  rescinded,  and  that  arrange- 
ments be  made  for  representation  with  all  recognized  Grand 
Chapters." 

This  was  approved  by  the  Jurisprudence  Committee 
and  endorsed  by  Grand  Chapter.  Montana  is  now  some- 
thing more  than  a  tail  to  a  kite. 

Grand  Secretary  Hedges  undertook  to  prepare  the 
report  on  Correspondence,  "  the  associate  members  of  the 
committee  being  so  engrossed  that  help  from  them  was 
out  of  the  question. 
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"  Our  aim  was  to  quote  as  largely  as  possible  interesting 
items  and  refrain  as  much  as  possible  from  comment.  To  write 
a  Correspondence  Report  that  shall  be  of  value  requires  pre- 
liminary reading  and  equipment." 

His  generous  notice  of  Canada  for  1910  is  much  ap- 
preciated and  the  review  is  comprehensive.  "  The  volume 
throughout,"  he  concluded,  "  is  most  interesting,  and  we 
are  greatly  impressed  with  unmistakable  evidence  of 
thoroughness  and  permanence  on  the  part  of  our  Cana- 
dian Companions." 

Henry  J.  Rainsford,  Anaconda,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Helena,  Grand  Secretary. 


Nebraska 

Chapters   .  .   56.  Members   .  .   4,410. 

An  artistically  engraved  and,  presumably,  life-like 
portrait  of  Comp.  Julius  J.  Wilson,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  starts  the  neatly  printed  record  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Forty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Omaha  on  the  14th  December,  1910. 

Companion  Jacob  King,  for  twenty-three  years  the 
faithful  Grand  Sentinel  of  Nebraska's  Grand  Chapter, 
was  released  by  death  from  further  duty  in  the  previous 
January.     He  was  sadly  missed. 

The  ubiquitous  chief  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
was  a  visitor  and  was  most  cordially  received.  M.  E. 
Comp.  Kingsley  accepted  the  chair  and  addressed  the 
Grand  Chapter,  thanking  the  Companions  for  their  fra- 
ternal greetings,  and  giving  many  interesting  facts  relat- 
ing to  the  history  of  Capitular  Masonry,  pointing  out  the 
duties  of  the  Companions  toward  each  other  and  to  the 
fraternity. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address  he  returned  the  gavel 
to  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  was  seated  on  the  "  dias  " 
with  the  Grand  Council. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  thoughtfully 
prepared  and,  of  course,  interesting.  He  expressed  pleas- 
ure that  no  new  Chapters  had  been  applied  for,  as  in  his 
opinion  there  were  already  enough  to  meet  the  demand, 
adding  pointedly :  "  Those  who  would  be  zealous  and 
desirable  members  are  willing  to  go  long  distances,  while 
the  undesirable  seek  merely  convenience."  Well,  per- 
haps. 

He  narrated  the  particulars  of  six  official  visitations 
at  which  he  witnessed  ceremonial  work  of  a  high  order. 
A  number  of  dispensations  which  he  issued  he  thought 
would  have  been  unnecessary  if  proper  attention  had 
been  paid  to  the  regulations  governing  the  cases  in  ques- 
tion. He  recommended  an  increased  fee  for  such  author- 
ity except  it  could  be  clearly  shown  that  the  Chapter 
officers  responsible  "  were  blameless  for  the  conditions 
making  the  request  necessary."  Experience  records  that 
"  they  most  generally  always  are." 

Grand  Secretary  White  submitted  an  exhaustive  re- 
port, which  included  an  interesting  account  of  the  Masonic 
Home,  supporting  twenty-nine  inmates,  with  occasional 
transients. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  reported  that  he  had  received 
no  calls  for  his  services,  hence  no  official  visits  were  paid, 
due  to  the  high  state  of  efficiency  of  the  fifty-six  Chap- 
ters, all  of  which  were  supplied  with  the  authorized  ritua! 
"  and,"  he  naively  added,  "  if  this  is  followed,  the  work 
will  be  correctly  given." 

It  was  recommended  and  agreed  to  "  that  all  Chap- 
ters be  forbidden  to  enact  laws  exempting  anyone  from 
the  payment  of  dues,  and  that  all  such  laws  as  are  now  in 
existence  be  repealed. 

General  Grand  High  Priest  Kingsley,  assisted  by  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Phelps  as  Grand  Marshal,  installed 
all  of  the  Grand  Chapter  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
No  regular  form  of  installation  service  was  used,  the 
General  Grand  High  Priest  addressing  each  officer  in 
language  most  suitable  to  the  occasion. 
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Greetings  again  to  M.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  J.  Phelps,  and 
thrice  welcome  to  his  nineteenth  report  on  Correspond- 
ence. He  is  in  the  veteran  class  of  the  guild  now,  and  the 
fact  reminds  us  that  he  had  been  some  years  at  the  work 
when  we,  with  over-confidence,  essayed  to  flesh  our 
maiden  skenedhu  in  the  same  arena.  Inadvertently  we 
stepped  on  a  pet  corn  recently,  and  he  gets  after  us  as  an 
indignant  veteran  should,  spite  of  our  pleading  that  it 
was  not  meant  and  that  a  fraternal  tilt  was  never  in- 
tended to  be  offensive.  However,  the  man  with  the  corn 
can  never  appreciate  matters  quite  in  the  same  "  funny  " 
way  as  he  who  does  not  possess  that  luxury.  He  had 
made  a  statement,  which  he  repeats  by  the  way,  that 
Canada's  historian  in  his  sketch  of  the  Royal  Arch  had 
declared  that  this  jurisdiction  had  "  derived  its  form  of 
the  Rite  from  that  of  the  United  States,"  and  there  he 
stopped,  thus  giving  to  his  Companions  a  distorted  im- 
pression of  actual  conditions.  Aware  of  the  latter,  we 
naturally  resented  such  a  misrepresentation  and  pointed 
out  that  he  should  have  continued  the  quotation  in  justice 
to  M.  E.  Companion  Robertson. 

Mark  Twain  it  was  who  remarked  that  "  truth  is  the 
most  valuable  thing  we  have.  Therefore,  let  us  econo- 
mize it." 

Canada,  in  adopting  the  American  preliminary  de- 
grees, did  so  under  protest.  Unlike  the  more  reasonable 
usage  of  present-day  methods,  the  American  Chapter 
doors  were  at  that  epoch  shut  fast  against  any  visiting 
Companion  who  did  not  possess  their  "  essentials."  They 
were  essential  only  to  Canada  in  the  sense  that  their 
adoption  permitted  of  visitation.  They  were  not  con- 
sidered necessary  to  the  English  Royal  Arch  then  nor 
now.  It  was  simply  a  case  of  "  needs  must,  etc.,"  so  far 
as  Canada  was  concerned.  All  this  Comp.  Robertson  set 
forth  in  explanation,  a  "  fact  "  which  Companion  Phelps 
saw  fit  to  pass  by. 

He  claims  that  the  context  dealt  with  another  proposi- 
tion, and  very  ingeniously  he  applies  it.  It  is  only  an- 
other case  of  what  is  known  as  the  "  justifiable  supprcssio 
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veri "  in  order  to  uphold  his  remarkable  theory  "  that 
most  of  what  is  essential  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry  was 
developed  in  the  United  States." 

The  preliminary  degrees,  including  that  of  pure  Ameri- 
can brand,  he  seems  to  class  among  the  Royal  Arch  essen- 
tials and  regards  them  as  integral  parts  of  a  whole.  He 
is  no  doubt  correct  if  he  refers  to  "  the  American  sys- 
tem "  as  arranged  by  Webb,  but  to  claim  for  them  a  direct 
connection  with,  or  necessary  to,  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
in  its  historical  or  legendary  aspect,  is  to  assert  something 
that  will  receive  but  scanty,  if  any,  support.  Why  even 
"  The  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States  "  has  been  telling  the  Com- 
panions of  many  States,  Nebraska  probably  included, 
that  the  Royal  Arch  had  its  birth  on  the  return  of  the 
Jews  from  their  captivity.  It  must  then  have  existed  for 
a  considerable  period  before  Columbus  was  put  into  long 
pants,  and  therefore  centuries  before  it  could  have  had 
the  abiding  support  of  the  American  "  essentials." 

But  we  are  again  perilously  near  to  that  sore  spot 
and  will  refrain,  with  the  assurance  to  our  good  Com- 
panion that  nothing  was  further  from  our  ideas  than  to 
wound  his  susceptibilities.  As  he  truly  remarks,  we  "  get 
funny  at  times."  We  may,  too,  exceed  the  bounds  even 
in  an  apropos  story,  and  which  may  not  be  considered  at 
all  funny  by  others.  We  do  not  use  offensive  epithets 
and,  never  having  been  directly  associated  with  politics, 
have  yet  to  acquire  the  gentle  art  of  mud-throwing.  We 
feel  much  in  the  position  of  the  poor  soldier  who,  em- 
ployed on  fatigue  duty,  was  observed  by  a  peppery  orderly 
officer  to  dump  a  barrow  fill  of  rubbish  in  a  spot  consid- 
ered by  the  latter  as  too  prominent. 

"  Here,  my  man,"  he  thundered,  "  who  was  the  bally 
idiot  who  ordered  you  to  put  that  stuff  there  ?  " 

"  The  colonel,  sir,  he  told  me  to  do  it." 

"Oh,  the  colonel,  eh?  Well,  then,  let  it  remain." 
After  a  pause,  he  added,  "  and  as  for  yon,  your  leave  is 
stopped  for  ten  days  for  calling  the  colonel  a  bally  idiot." 
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To  the  Washington  reviewer  who,  rather  unjustly  we 
thought,  urged  Companion  Phelps  to  discard  the  paste  pot 
and  scissors  and  give  some  of  his  own  opinions  about 
things  capitular,  he  naively  replies : 

"  Well,  read  our  reports  running  over  a  score  of  years,  and 
then  complain  if  you  find  that  we  have  not  told  what  we  think. 
Many  an  old  reviewer,  we  opine,  will  quietly  smile  at  our  sup- 
posed modesty." 

And  doubtless  the  smile,  even  if  quiet,  was  general. 
It  is  noticed  that  the  veteran  reviewer  of  Maryland's 
statement  that  the  "  doctrine  "  of  dependent  membership 
originated  with  a  Nebraska  Companion  is  corroborated 
by  Companion  Phelps.  Under  Alabama  he  commends 
the  attitude  of  that  jurisdiction's  writer,  and  adds: 

"  a  doctrine  fully  acknowledged  and  embodied  in  our  Nebraska 
law  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  for  which  our  late  Grand  Sec- 
retary, William  R.  Bowen,  labored  so  successfully  in  the  early 
days  of  our  Grand  Chapter." 

A  kindly  appreciative  review  of  Canada,  1910,  is  in- 
cluded in  his  capital  report.  He  notes  with  commenda- 
tion the  good  results  of  the  system  of  inspection  under 
the  Grand  Superintendent  of  districts  method. 

Geo.  S.  Powell,  Omaha,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Francis  E.  White,  Omaha,  Grand  Secretary. 


Nevada 

Chapters   .  .    10.  Members   .  .  458. 

A  majority  of  the  constituent  Chapters  of  the  juris- 
diction being  represented,  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Nevada 
opened  in  the  city  of  Reno  its  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Con- 
vocation at  noon  on  June  12th,  191 1.  Companion  Theo- 
dore J.  Steinmitz,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  presided  and 
briefly  addressed  the  Companions.  Progress,  he  said,  had 
been  slow  but  sure.  Peace  characterized  the  year,'  and 
their  hopes  ran  high. 
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Grand  Chapter  had  suffered  severe  loss  in  the  death 
of  their  well-loved  Grand  Secretary,  Chauncey  N.  Note- 
ware,  a  Companion  who  "  wore  his  honors  with  dignity 
and  honored  them  by  a  true  devotion  to  the  fraternity." 

The  G.  H.  P.  appointed  Comp.  E.  D.  Vanderlieth  to 
the  vacancy.  His  report  indicated  that  receipts  were 
much  less  than  the  outlay,  and  this  he  attributed  to  the 
remission  of  the  per  capita  tax. 

The  General  Grand's  ritual  was  adopted  a  year  ago 
by  Nevada,  but  progress  with  it  was  tardy.  The  Reno 
Chapter  volunteered  to  exemplify  the  new  work  for  the 
delegates  in  the  evening,  and  their  invitation  was  ac- 
cepted. 

M.  E.  Comp.  George  Gillson,  the  newly-elected  Grand 
Secretary,  proved  to  be  "  the  man  in  the  gap  "  when  it 
came  to  a  report  on  Correspondence,  Comp.  Bird  having 
failed  to  come  to  time.  The  preparation  entailed  a  delay 
in  getting  out  the  Proceedings,  but  Comp.  Gillson  is 
entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  undertaking.  His  review 
of  Canada,  1910,  is,  under  the  circumstances,  ample.  We 
congratulate  Nevada  on  his  selection  for  the  secretarial 
chair. 

Henry  W.  Miles,  Reno,  Grand  High  Priest. 
George  Gillson,  Carson,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Brunswick 

Chapters   .  .   8.  Members   .  .   783. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  George  Ackman,  sent 
a  letter  explaining  that  by  reason  of  special  duties  requir- 
ing his  presence  in  Moncton,  it  would  not  be  in  his  power 
to  attend  Grand  Chapter's  Twenty-third  Annual  Convo- 
cation, in  St.  John,  on  the  24th  August,  1910.  M.  E. 
Comp.  W.  B.  Wallace  presided  in  his  stead  and  read  the 
absent  one's  address. 

In  it  he  referred  to  the  deaths  of  two  earnest  and 
well-known  Companions,  the  R.  E.  Grand  Treasurer, 
E.  J.  Everett,  and  Alex.  W.  MacRae. 
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He  made  the  gratifying  announcement  that  during 
the  past  year  the  progress  of  Capitular  Masonry  through- 
out the  Province  had  been  a  forward  one.  Some  of  the 
subordinate  Chapters  have  shown  a  marked  increase  in 
their  membership. 

Woodstock  Chapter  No.  8  applied  for  a  dispensation 
to  confer  the  Chapter  degrees  on  some  twenty-five  candi- 
dates in  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Andover,  and  he  "  had 
very  great  pleasure  in  cheerfully  complying  with  their 
request." 

His  visits  to  the  Chapters  were  interesting  if  not 
numerous.  He  was  present  at  Union  Chapter's  fiftieth 
anniversary.  The  High  Priest,  Companion  W.  L.  Ellis, 
gave  an  extended  history  of  the  Chapter  since  its  forma- 
tion. Several  of  the  old  charter  members  were  present 
that  evening,  notably  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  V.  Ellis,  P.G.H.P., 
and  R.  E.  Comp.  Jarvis  Wilson,  P.Z.,  the  latter  being  in 
his  ninety-fifth  year. 

It  was  his  intention  to  visit  the  Chapters  in  the  west- 
ern end  of  the  Province,  and  he  had  fully  laid  out  to  do 
so,  but  on  both  occasions  when  he  had  arranged  for  the 
trip  "  business  matters  "  over  which  he  had  no  control 
intervened. 

Nothing  to  excite  outside  interest  transpired  during 
the  Convocation,  and  our  Companions  down  by  the  sea 
may  be  congratulated  on  the  serenely  calm  atmosphere 
in  which  they  exist. 

W.  Leonard  Ellis,  M.D.,  St.  John,  Grand  High  Priest. 
J.  Twining  Hartt,  St.  John,  Grand  Secretary. 


New  Hampshire 

Chapters   .  .   26.  Members   .  .  4,315. 

As  hale  and  vigorous  as  a  youngster,  this  sturdy 
Grand  Chapter  is,  after  the  fashion  of  the  "  old  brigade," 
marching  along   towards   its  centenary   and   keeping  up 
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with  the  procession.  As  Comp.  Shadd,  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  remarked  to  the  Ninety-second  Annual 
Convocation,  at  Concord,  on  May  16th,  191 1: 

"  Ninety-two  years  ago  our  excellent  Companions  who 
founded  this  Grand  Chapter  did  not,  perhaps,  realize  that  to-day 
we,  their  successors,  should  be  in  session  in  this  city  of  Concord, 
the  representatives  of  a  body  of  Chapter  Masons  numbering 
4,500." 

He  reported  "  a  happy  and  prosperous  year  "  without 
a  note  of  discord.  Himself  and  colleagues  kept  diligent 
tab  on  the  Chapters  and  reported  well  of  all  they  saw. 

Routine  work  was  singularly  light,  probably  because 
of  existing  harmonious  conditions. 

Scotland,  while  receiving  tacit  recognition  for  many 
years,  was  not  formally  in  the  list,  and  that  venerable  old 
body's  request  for  an  exchange  of  representatives  was 
acceded  to.  Victoria's  request  for  similar  recognition 
was  again  shelved  for  lack  of  information  as  to  its 
status,  yet  it's  as  much  a  legitimate  Grand  Chapter  as 
Scotland. 

Comp.  Rev.  Dr.  Seward  is  again  the  welcome  Corres- 
pondent, and  right  well  he  performs  his  allotted  task. 
The  review  of  the  field  under  his  eye  is  a  searching  one, 
and  nothing  of  worth  misses  his  keen  vision.  His  con- 
demnation of  haste  is  none  the  less  severe  because  he 
clothes  it  in  graceful  language : 

"  Recommendations  of  close  personal  friends  accompanying 
a  petition  are  not  to  be  construed  as  positively  certain  vouchers 
for  the  character  of  the  applicant.  Moreover,  the  Companions 
of  a  Chapter  should  avoid  the  appearance  of  unseemly  haste. 
The  Chapter  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  mere  hindrance  to  be 
removed  as  speedily  as  possible  to  reach  the  asylum  of  some 
Commandery,  where,  indeed,  the  same  haste  is  too  frequently 
shown.  We  are  not  doubting  the  occasional  propriety  of  being 
lenient  in  the  application  of  regulations,  but  they  should  never 
be  ignored  so  frequently  as  to  lead  the  Companions  of  any 
Chapter  to  feel  that  they  have  only  to  ask  for  such  favors  to 
receive  them." 

The  selection  of  a  Lecturer  because  of  popularity 
rather  than  merit  as  a  scholar  he  deprecates,  and  gives 
Alabama  credit  for  doing  the  right  thing  in  this  regard. 
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"  Let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  mere  ability  to  memorize 
ritual  is  far  from  a  sufficient  qualification.  A  Lecturer  should 
always  be  a  good  scholar,  especially  a  good  grammarian." 

Reviewing  Canada  for  1911,  he  treats  analytically  the 
address  of  the  Grand  Z.  and  generally  favors  his  con- 
clusions and  recommendations.  The  incident  of  the  bal- 
lot wherein  the  instructions  of  the  Constitution  were 
misinterpreted  gives  him  the  opportunity  to  remark  in 
passing: 

"  It  has  long  seemed  to  us  that  it  ought  to  require  as  many 
as  two  or  three  negative  ballots  to  reject  a  candidate.  The 
requirement  of  a  unanimous  ballot  gives  to  a  personal  enemy 
who  desires  to  exercise  a  bit  of  spite  and  revenge  altogether  too 
much  power.  It  gives  a  power  which  is  often  grossly  abused, 
sometimes  wickedly  so.  It  is  certainly  something  of  an  honor 
to  obtain  a  unanimous  ballot,  but  business  rivalry  and  personal 
quarrels  ought  not  to  prevent  a  good  man  of  intelligence  and 
good  reputation  from  being  admitted  to  the  honors  of  Masonry." 

He  has  a  kind  word  to  say  of  the  reporter,  for  which 
we  thank  him.  We  do  not  see  eye  to  eye  on  certain 
questions,  but  few  reports  do  we  peruse  with  greater 
pleasure  and  profit  than  that  from  New  Hampshire's 
earnest  and  skilled  wielder  of  the  Correspondence  quill. 
He  closes  his  admirable  paper  with  a  few  thoughts  on 
topics  of  discussion  as  he  has  read  them  and,  as  we  have 
given  some  space  to  others  on  the  question  of  physical 
disqualification,  let  us  hear  his  views  which  are  worth 
considering: 

"  It  seems  to  us  that  we  should  be  careful  not  to  throw  the 
emphasis  of  our  qualifications  upon  that  which  is  simply  material 
and  physical.  We  believe  that  the  intellectual,  moral  and  spirit- 
ual qualifications  by  far  transcend  all  others.  There  are  degrees 
of  physical  infirmity  which  should  properly  debar  one  from 
initiation,  but  what  we  wish  the  Masonic  fraternity  to  become 
is  a  solid  phalanx  of  men  of  the  best  character,  the  most  unim- 
peachable integrity,  the  highest  conception  of  true  manhood,  and 
a  deep  sense  of  moral  obligation.  Let  us  not  adhere  so  much  to 
the  letter  that  kills  as  to  the  spirit  that  gives  life." 

John  Lynch,  Claremont,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Harry  M.  Cheney,  Concord,  Grand  Secretary. 


APPENDIX  xciii 

New  Jersey 

Chapters   .  .   38.  Members   .  .   6,407. 

The  New  Jersey  Companions  received  the  exalted 
chief  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  an  emergent  Con- 
vocation held  in  Newark  on  the  17th  March,  191 1.  The 
attendance  was  not  flattering,  if  the  record  is  correct. 
The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp.  Daniel  L.  Camp- 
bell, was  unsupported  by  several  of  his  leading  officers, 
there  were  half  a  dozen  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  some 
of  whom  helped  to  fill  in.  The  complete  turnout  num- 
bered about  thirty  Companions  more  or  less. 

The  purpose  of  the  Convocation  was  stated  to  be  the 
reception  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley,  "  General 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  who  was  presented  at  the 
altar  by  the  ever-faithful  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  S.  Haines, 
fraternally  introduced,  and  becomingly  received. 

Another  shining  light  from  the  General  Grand  galaxy 
in  the  person  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  DeWitt  Hamilton, 
General  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil,  was  likewise 
introduced  and  received  a  similar  welcome. 

The  select  gathering  was  favored  by  a  few  remarks 
from  Companion  Kingsley,  expressing  his  regret  that  cir- 
cumstances would  prevent  his  intended  visit  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  at  its  regular  Convocation  in  May,  and  thus  inter- 
fere with  his  pledge  given  at  Savannah  that  he  would 
endeavor  during  his  term  of  office  to  meet  the  Companions 
of  every  jurisdiction  while  in  session. 

Companion  Hamilton  followed  his  illustrious  chief  in 
an  apt  speech,  which  was  well  received. 

The  hospitable  Companions  at  the  close  entertained 
their  distinguished  guests  at  a  convenient  hostelry,  and 
brief  welcoming  addresses  were  listened  to  by  the  latter, 
who  responded  eloquently. 

The  Fifty-fifth  Annual  was  held  in  Trenton  as  usual, 
in  the  rooms  of  Three-Times-Three  Chapter,  on  the  10th 
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of  May  following.  The  enjoyable  springtime  zephyrs 
assisted  to  stir  the  latent  enthusiasm  of  the  Companions 
and  there  was  a  large  attendance. 

Representatives  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  were  received  and  greeted  with 
welcoming  words  and  fraternal  honors. 

Grand  High  Priest  Campbell  then  discoursed  on  the 
incidents  of  his  official  term,  none  of  which  were  of 
weighty  importance.  He  expressed  pleasure  at  being 
privileged  to  preside  over  a  united  and  harmonious  organ- 
ization. 

"  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  rapidly  gaining  in  strength  through- 
out the  State,  and  we,  who  love  it  because  we  understand  and 
appreciate  its  exalted  mission,  can  never  regret  any  labor  which 
may  help  its  advancement." 

The  lecturing  staff  under  their  chief,  M.  E.  Comp.' 
Haines,  submitted  interesting  and  encouraging  reports. 
His  own  testimony  to  their  good  work  is  summed  up  in 
the  following  words : 

"  I  am  convinced  by  my  own  observation  of  the  condition  of 
the  work  in  other  jurisdictions,  that  New  Jersey  is  second  to 
none  in  her  methods  of  preserving  and  imparting  the  ritual  and 
its  traditional  observances,  and  that  the  Companions  are  render- 
ing more  and  more  fully  their  willing  and  efficient  aid  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  desirable  end." 

Abiding  peace  seems  to  be  the  great  characteristic  of 
this  happy  corner  of  the  Capitular  universe,  and  it  is  in- 
dubitably an  almost  vain  quest  to  seek  for  any  outstanding 
features  in  the  record  of  proceedings  to  enable  one  to 
point  a  moral  or  adorn  a  tale.  One  turns  with  keen  satis- 
faction therefore  to  the  attractive  appendix  contributed 
by  the  able  pen  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Henry  Haines,  whose 
skill  as  a  reviewer  is  conceded  by  all,  and  whose  unfailing 
courtesy  in  argument  enhances  the  enjoyment  one  feels 
in  a  perusal  of  his  thoughtful  writings. 

His  examination  of  our  proceedings  for  191 1  is  as 
kindly  attentive  as  of  yore.  Noting  the  attendance  of 
Representatives,  he  remarks  on  the  failure  of  New  Jer- 
sey's   delegate,    "  Companion   Grapey   Pittis,"   to   extend 
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good  wishes.  Now,  Companion  Godfrey  Pittis  happens 
to  be  Canada's  envoy  at  New  Jersey's  Grand  Chapter,  and 
we  were  gratified  to  observe  that  he  was  present  at 
Trenton.  New  Jersey's  worthy  representative  has  missed 
few  Convocations  of  Grand  Chapter,  but  it  so  happened 
that  at  the  time  of  the  last  Annual,  business  called  R.  E. 
Comp.  J.  G.  Bottomley  to  England,  where  it  has  detained 
him  since. 

In  remarking  on  a  phase  of  the  Grand  Z.'s  address,  he 
incidentally  gives  his  pet  theory  of  dependent  membership 
a  pat  on  the  back  without  quoting  the  words  which  elicited 
the  passing  interjection. 

"  We  are  pleased  with  his  recognition  of  the  close  interde- 
pendence of  the  Capitular  with  the  symbolic  system  of  Masonry, 
and  wish  the  practical  deduction,  that  membership  in  both  should 
be  co-existent." 

It  is  merely  another  illustration  of  the  wish  being 
father  to  the  thought,  for  there  was  nothing  in  the  text  to 
justify  such  an  application.  We  all  recognize  the  near 
affinity,  but  not  all  are  ready  to  subscribe  to  the  "  compul- 
sory "  relationship.  Comp.  Haines  infers  ingenuity  when 
argument  against  the  doctrine  is  forthcoming,  but  clearly 
he  is  himself  a  smiling  adept  in  suitable  interpretation 
when  opportunity  offers. 

He  ventures  the  opinion  that,  on  this  subject  at  any 
rate,  we  are  not  likely  to  agree  and  he  is  right.  We  up- 
hold the  adherence  to  ancient  usage,  he  is  an  advocate  of 
the  modern.  Present  day  legislation,  which  may  fit  in 
with  the  necessities  and  requirements  of  the  thousand  and 
one  mushroom  organizations  which  have  sprung  up 
around  us  in  recent  years,  is  wholly  foreign  to  a  frater- 
nity intended  to  exist  upon  its  own  innate  worth.  The 
allurements  and  penalties  of  numerous  societies  apeing 
Freemasonry  have  been  copied,  without  giving  thought 
to  the  one  adamantine  fact,  that  innovation  in  the  Craft 
is  a  crime  against  which  we  were  all  cautioned  from  the 
beginning  of  our  Masonic  career,  and  against  which  we, 
one  and  all,  pledged  ourselves. 

The  initial  move  came  with  the  combination  of  lodge 
membership  with  initiation.     Under  the  old-time  consti- 
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tutions  an  applicant  after  due  enquiry  was  "  made  a 
Mason  "  for  a  certain  fee.  On  his  receiving  the  third 
degree  he  was  presented  with  a  Grand  Lodge  certificate 
recommending  him  as  a  Master  Mason,  and  the  document 
enjoined  "all  Right  Worshipful  Lodges  of  the  Universe 
and  all  true  Accepted  Masons  to  recognize  and  admit  him 
as  such." 

It  was  optional  with  him,  then  or  afterwards  to  ally 
himself  with  the  lodge  in  which  he  received  the  degrees, 
or  with  any  other  that  pleased  him  better.  Whether  he 
did  or  did  not,  he  was  a  recognized  brother  of  the  Craft 
as  long  as  he  committed  no  offence  against  it.  He  exer- 
cised the  freedom  which  the  ancient  fraternity  conceded 
to  every  worthy  man  in  making  application  for  admission. 
That  freedom  was  continued  to  him  when  the  matter  of 
attaching  himself  to  a  lodge  as  a  member  was  considered. 
"  Every  brother  ought  to  belong  to  a  lodge,"  he  was  told, 
and,  mindful  of  the  injunction,  he  in  due  course  made 
application.  In  every  movement  his  free  will  was  un- 
fettered. If  he  made  a  mistake  he  had  none  to  blame 
but  himself. 

The  change  to  lodge  membership  simultaneously  with 
initiation  was  about  the  earliest  encroachment  on  the  free 
will  of  the  neophyte,  and  when  the  quest  for  "  members  " 
(not  Masons)  became  epidemic,  further  compulsion  was 
found  to  be  necessary  in  order  to  check  the  stampede  to 
tinselled  attractions  that  limpet-like  had  fastened  them- 
selves to  the  time-honored  old  rock. 

Comp.  Haines  believes  in  this  compulsion  because  it 
is  a  necessity  arising  out  of  conditions  which  have  appar- 
ently grown  beyond  the  limit  of  ancient  practices  to  resist. 
We  agree  with  him  that  the  expediency,  in  that  respect, 
has  come  to  be  tolerated,  and  even  tacitly  recognized,  but 
we  are  also  convinced  that,  spite  of  the  abundant  specious 
arguments  submitted  to  jack  up  the  doctrine  of  dependent 
membership,  the  latter,  in  all  its  phases  is  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  fundamental  spirit  and  letter  of  Free- 
masonry, and  for  that  reason  should  have  the  unalterable 
and  determined   enmity  of  every  consistent   Craftsman. 
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But  in  this  new  hemisphere,  heresy  is  no  unwelcome  in- 
trusion if  it  is  flavored  with  novelty.  To  adopt  something 
different  from  the  other  fellow  and  be  able  to  say  "  such 
is  our  law,"  or  "  it  is  part  of  our  American  system," 
carries  with  it  a  spice  of  proprietorship  truly  comforting. 

The  halo'd  poet  of  the  federal  capital,  Foe  Rulkerson, 
not  long  ago,  after  a  fine  frenzy  of  communion  with  the 
chaste  nine,  gave  utterance  to  the  following  truism : 

"  Creation's  proudest  work  we  see 
In  man,  philosophy  affirms  ; 
And  yet,  at  times,  man  seems  to  be 
A  playground  for  all  sorts  of  germs." 

Adverting  to  the  old  discussion  on  the  original  titular 
distinction  of  the  Chapter  Council,  he  supports  a  for- 
mer statement  by  a  quotation  from  a  published  history, 
with  which  we  have  yet  to  make  acquaintance,  and  of 
which  he  says  the  late  historian  Hughan  was  European 
editor  "  and,  of  course,  cognizant  of  its  contents."  The 
quotation  he  furnishes  to  sustain  his  claim  that  Hughan 
had  named  Haggai  as  the  original  head  is  as  follows : 

"  The  title  given  to  the  presiding  officers  up  to  June  3,  1772, 
were  then  changed  from  P.  H.,  Z.  L.  and  J.  A.,  to  S.,  H.  T.  and 
H.  A.  We  do  not  know  of  any  reason  for  questioning  the  inter- 
pretation given  to  the  first  three  by  Brother  Whytehead,  who 
imagines  them  to  stand  for  Propheta  Haggai,  Zerubbabel,  Legis- 
lator and  Jeshua  Armiger." 

Presumably  the  italic  is  to  emphasize  the  importance 
of  the  historian's  utterance.  The  statement  of  "  fact  "  is 
apparently  the  author's,  the  comment  thereon,  although 
reproduced  as  part  of  the  paragraph,  is  seemingly  the 
view  of  the  historian.  If  so,  we  fail  to  detect  wherein 
the  latter  has  committed  himself  to  an  endorsation  of  the 
author's  statement.  He  merely  suggests  the  probability 
that  the  interpretation  of  the  letters  may  be  correct, 
though  the  inuendo  underlying  the  word  "  imagines  "  is 
calculated  to  raise  something  of  doubt. 

We  cannot  admit  that  Comp.  Haines  has  contributed 
to  his  claim  by  the  production  of  the  above  remarkable 
extract.    On  the  other  hand,  we  are  in  possession  of  Bro. 
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Hughan's  emphatic  statement,  over  his  own  signature,  and 
already  quoted  in  these  pages,  to  the  effect  that  no  proof 
can  be  adduced  that  at  any  period  in  England  was  the 
High  Priest  ever  the  chief  of  the  Chapter  Council  under 
either  the  "  Antient "  or  "  Modern  "  regime,  and  this 
positive  statement  has  been  corroborated  by  histrionic 
contemporaries  frequently.  Moreover  the  "  excellent  vol- 
ume "  mentioned  by  Comp.  Haines  has  apparently  no  place 
in  the  line  of  authorities  quoted  by  students  of  research, 
otherwise  it  must  have  been  heard  of  at  some  stage  of  the 
enquiry.  The  author  states  that  certain  titles  were  changed 
in  1772  (and,  by  the  way,  who  is  the  author?),  whereas 
Hughan,  Sadler  and  others  were  agreed  that  proof  was 
clear  that  the  titles  in  the  English  bodies  in  1765  were 
Z.  H.  and  J.  and  have  so  continued  down  to  the  present 
time.  That  proof  exists  and  mere  opinion  can  hold  but 
little  force  against  it.  However,  we  still  cling  to  the  hope 
that  Comp.  Haines  will  yet  unearth  something  substan- 
tial that  will  establish  a  more  satisfactory  reading  of  a 
past  which  now  is  prolific  of  much  disagreement. 

We  would  that  our  Canadian  Companions  could  have 
the  privilege  of  an  attentive  perusal  of  Comp.  Haines' 
most  enlightening  comments,  and  even  if  repetition  be- 
comes monotonous  we  are  fain  to  reiterate  our  congratu- 
lations to  the  Companions  of  New  Jersey  for  the  posses- 
sion of  such  a  painstaking  guide,  philosopher  and  friend. 

Ralph  R.  Eichlin,  Newark,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Peter  MeGill,  Bound  Brook,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Mexico 

Chapters   .  .    15.  Members   .  .   950. 

The  "  doings "  of  this  Grand  Chapter  include  an 
emergent  Convocation  at  Hope  for  the  purpose  of  insti- 
tuting a  Chapter  in  that  place  which  had  received  the 
authority  of  the  Grand  High  Priest's  dispensation,  a  pro- 
ceeding which  to  all  intents  and  purposes  was  a  ratifica- 
tion of  that  officer's  act,  and  in  our  humble  opinion  ren- 
dered the  further  action  at  the  Annual  Convocation,  a 
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month  later,  entirely  superfluous.  One  can  understand 
Grand  Chapter,  as  such,  taking  the  ceremony  of  consti- 
tuting a  new  Chapter,  under  the  warrant  of  confirmation 
issued  by  the  Grand  body,  but  it  is  clearly  unusual,  if  not 
wholly  against  the  conventions,  to  summon  a  special 
Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  to  give  effect  to  the  pre- 
siding ruler's  interim  authority. 

In  Albuquerque,  on  the  morning  of  October  19,  191 1, 
the  Fourteenth  Annual  Convocation  was  duly  opened  by 
Grand  High  Priest  John  C.  Slack,  with  twelve  of  the 
Chapters  represented  in  addition  to  the  Grand  officers. 
The  address  was  of  the  stereotyped  variety,  with  just  a 
spice  of  novelty. 

"  This  Fourteenth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  Mexico  will  go  down  in  history  as  the  last  Annual 
Grand  Convocation  held  by  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  the  territory 
of  New  Mexico.  Two  additional  stars  have  been  added  to  the 
flag  of  our  Union,  and  while  with  honors  come  responsibilities, 
I  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  zeal,  fidelity  and  intelligence 
ot  the  people  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona  to  believe  that  by  no 
act  of  theirs  will  they  ever  give  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
cause  to  regret  their  admission  into  the  Union." 

His  decisions  were  few.  In  one  case  he  declared 
against  installation  by  proxy  and  in  a  disputed  case  of 
jurisdiction  maintained  the  almost  universal  "  air "  or 
straight  line  as  the  only  guide  to  a  correct  division  of 
territory. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  showed  that  the  Masonic 
Home  fund  was  now  $2,109. 

He  also  submitted  replies  thus  far  received  from 
Chapters,  with  reference  to  the  advisability  of  discon- 
tinuing the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  as  per  motion  adopted  at  last 
Annual  Convocation. 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  the  report  was 
referred,  was  silent  on  the  subject,  but  that  dealing  with 
the  G.  H.  P.'s  address  stated  that  six  replies  had  beeft 
received,  four  in  favor  of  continuing  the  report  and  two 
the  other  way.  The  remaining  Chapters  will  be  asked  to 
declare  themselves  for  or  against. 
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The  Committee  did  not  favor  the  proposal  to  organize 
the  Cryptic  Rite  and  left  the  matter  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Chapters.  The  following  resolution,  presented  by 
Companion  James  H.  Wroth,  found  favor  in  the  eyes  of 
Grand  Chapter  and  was  adopted : 

"  That  after  the  installation  of  officers  elected  to  serve  in 
subordinate  Chapters  of  this  Grand  Chapter  for  the  year  1912, 
they  will  be  required  to  carry  out  the  following  instructions  and 
to  have  the  results  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  their  respective 
Chapters : 

"  First,  That  all  candidates  for  the  Royal  Arch  shall  pass 
a  satisfactory  examination  in  open  Chapter  on  the  Mark,  Past 
and  Most  Excellent  degrees  before  they  can  be  exalted  to  that 
august  degree.  Said  examination  not  to  be  less  than  sufficient 
to  pass  a  satisfactory  and  creditable  examination  for  visiting. 

"  Second,  That  all  newly  exalted  Royal  Arch  Masons  shall 
be  required  to  pass  a  creditable  examination  on  that  degree 
after  exaltation,  and  if  found  satisfactorily  proficient  shall  on 
recommendation  receive  a  Grand  Chapter  diploma  without  fee." 

The  author  of  the  above  is  the  versatile  and  earnest 
writer  of  the  Correspondence  report,  and  if  the  New 
Mexico  Companions  are  level  headed,  and  we  believe 
their  vision  is  in  no  way  impaired,  they  will  realize  that 
they  possess  a  valuable  asset  in  Companion  Wroth  and 
retain  his  services. 

Reviewing  Canada  for  191 1,  he  quotes  freely  our  com- 
ments on  Michigan's  action  with  regard  to  the  Chapter 
dimit,  and  apparently  with  approval. 

"  What  are  subordinate  Chapters  for  anyway  unless  it  be  to 
set  up  on  their  hind  legs  and  beg  for  a  bone?  This  is  the  time 
when  we  appreciate  the  loss  of  Bro.  Robbins  of  Illinois.  Would 
he  not  have  had  two  pages  of  protest  and  in  splendid  language? 

"  Seriously,  the  increased  tendency  of  Grand  Bodies  to 
deprive  subordinates  of  inherent  rights  has  assumed  such  propor- 
tions that  it  needs  checking,  bringing  up  with  a  round  turn. 
This  is  where  Capitular  Masonry  needs  a  strong  central  author- 
ity, not  the  rope  of  sand  now  binding  Grand  Chapters  together, 
and  the  sooner  such  authority  is  given  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
the  less  mischievous  legislation  will  be  adopted. 

"Companion  Bennett  furnishes  the  critique." 

He  is  clearly  at  odds  with  the  defenders  of  the  Ameri- 
can innovation  of  dependent  membership,  although  his 
Grand  Chapter  has  followed  the  procession. 
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"  Dependent  membership  is  an  Americanism,  and  like  some 
other  questions  has  been  undisputed  for  so  long  a  time  that 
some  people  think  it  is  almost  a  landmark.  To  my  mind  it  is 
equal  to  the  impression  that  lodges  make  members  by  making 
Masons  by  the  simple  act  of  raising  lodges,  and  this  applies 
to  Chapters.  '  Make  Masons '  and  the  selection  of  membership 
is  an  outside  proposition.  So  with  this  dependent  membership. 
I  cannot  find  that  such  a  regulation  existed  at  the  formation  of 
American  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  I  believe  it  has  crept  in 
slowly  from  the  commercial  instinct.  I  know  of  no  jurisdictions 
here  in  America  where  it  exists.  The  simile  of  the  building  with 
successive  storeys  may  serve  the  purpose  in  this  argument,  but 
from  reviewing  other  jurisdictions  it  does  not  always  hold  good 
in  other  lines  of  reasoning.  It  is  either  omitted  or  distorted  if  a 
certain  end  is  desired.  We  may  belong  to  a  minority,  but  let  me 
assure  the  worthy  Companion  that  we  are  not  { endeavoring  to 
maintain  a  difficult  position,'  but  are  simply  stating  facts  in 
accord  with  history  and  Masonic  justice." 

Salamon  Spitz,  Sante  Fe,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  South  Wales 

Chapters   .  .    19.  Members   .  . 

The  record  of  the  Convocations  held  in  February, 
May,  August  and  November,  1910,  is  comprised  in  a 
pamphlet  of  about  30  pages  and  contains  little  that  would 
interest  distant  Companions. 

A  roll  of  Chapters  given  at  the  close  shows  that  there 
are  nineteen  constituents,  five  of  them  being  located  in 
the  city  of  Sydney.  Zetland  No.  1  is  the  oldest,  having 
been  chartered  in  1855.  There  is  nothing  whatever  to 
indicate  the  strength  in  membership. 

Much  of  the  printed  matter  is  taken  up  with  the 
reports  of  the  "  Grand  Inspector  of  Workings,"  whose 
activity  as  a  visitor  and  Superintendent  is  to  be  com- 
mended. 

At  the  May  Convocation  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  P.  Gribben, 
Grand  First  Principal,  addressed  the  Companions  briefly, 
alluding  in  feeling  terms  to  the  passing  of  the  late  King 
Edward.     Of  the  advance  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  his 
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province  he  characterized  it  as  steady  but  slow,  and  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  better  results  might  be  experi- 
enced if  the  degree  of-  Mark  Master  was  taken  under  the 
protecting  wing  of  Grand  Chapter.  He  backed  the  opin- 
ion by  giving  notice  that  he  would  move  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  to  that  effect. 

The  discussion  of  this  amendment  came  on  at  the 
August  Convocation.  The  President  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee raised  the  following  points  of  order  against  the 
motion : 

"I.  That  it  is  unconstitutional,  on  the  grounds  that  it  is 
against  the  basis  of  union. 

"2.  That  it  is  against  the  preamble  to  the  Constitutions 
adopted  by  this  Grand  Chapter  on  its  formation. 

"3.  That  it  is  against  Clause  2  of  the  Constitution,  viz.,  '  The 
Order  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  consists  of  that  supreme  Degree, 
including  as  a  preliminary  the  Ceremony  of  Excellent  Master 
and  Passing  the  Veils. 

"4.  That  this  Grand  Chapter  being  in  fraternal  accord  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  New  South  Wales, 
it  is  against  Clause  3  of  the  Constitutions." 

Being  his  own,  of  course  the  Grand  First  Principal 
ruled  that  the  motion  was  constitutional  and  in  order  and 
the  debate  waxed  warm. 

An  amendment  to  the  effect  that  Grand  Chapter  con- 
fer with  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge,  with  a  view  to  consider- 
ing ways  and  means  which  would  bring  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter into  closer  association  so  far  as  the  conferring  of  the 
degree  is  concerned,  was  voted  down. 

Further  discussion  ensued,  and  the  original  motion 
was  put  and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

Apparently  the  Companions  of  New  South  Wales,  like 
those  of  England  and  elsewhere,  do  not  regard  the  Mark 
degree  as  an  "  essential."  It  will  continue  to  be  taken  "  on 
the  side." 

In  November  a  petition  from  Temora  to  be  permitted 
to  establish  a  Chapter  there  was  received. 
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The  Inspector  of  Workings  reported  an  interesting 
visit  to  Zetland  Chapter  No.  i  and  saw  two  candidates 
exalted,  "  one  being  the  Chief  Rabbi  of  the  Great  Syna- 
gogue." 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  P.  Gribben,  Grand  First  Principal, 
"  solemnly  "  installed  the  Grand  Principals-elect  into  their 
respective  offices.  Grand  Representatives  were  duly  pre- 
sented to  the  chief  and  tendered  congratulations,  and 
Grand  Chapter  closed. 

H.  Montgomerie  Hamilton,  Sydney,  Grand  Z. 

A.  J.  Burbidge,  Sydney,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

New  York 

Chapters   .  .   206.  Members   .  .   36,354. 

Representatives  of  205  of  the  206  constituent  Chapters 
were  on  hand  for  the  opening  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fourteenth  Annual  Convocation  in  Albany  on  February 
7th,  191 1,  a  fact  that  speaks  volumes  for  the  loyalty  of 
the  Companions  of  the  Empire  State.  There  were  present 
too  fourteen  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  thirty-six  rep- 
resentatives of  other  Grand  Chapters,  including  Comp. 
Cantine,  holding  Canada's  credentials.  The  latter  were 
cordially  welcomed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Jay  B.  Kline,  and  the  response  by  the  dean  of  the 
corps,  R.  E.  Comp.  Lowenstein,  was  appropriate  as  it 
was  eloquent. 

Distinguished  visitors  were  introduced  and  greeted 
from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  New  Jersey,  Vermont,  Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania. 

Two  of  the  veterans  had  been  taken  during  the  year — 
Past  Grand  High  Priests  Seymour  PI.  Stone  and  Richard 
H.  Parker. 

Another  active  worker  gone  to  rest  was  Comp.  James 
Ten  Eyck,  who  died  suddenly  on  July  the  28th,  at  the  age 
of  70  years.  Few  Masons  were  better  known.  He  was 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1892,  and  as  such 
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officiated  at  the  dedication  of  the  Masonic  Home  at  Utica. 
It  was  he  who  succeeded  in  making  a  great  collection  of 
"  Mark  tokens,"  which  he  presented  to  Grand  Chapter  one 
year  ago. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  congratulatory 
and  optimistic.  He  reported  a  season  of  unruffled  calm. 
His  official  acts  and  decisions  were  few  and  of  domestic 
interest  only. 

A  new  Chapter  was  instituted  at  White  Plains.  If 
they  make  good  use  of  the  period  of  probation  and  satisfy 
the  Grand  Lecturer  as  to  proficiency  they  will  receive  a 
charter,  and  it  was  so  recommended. 

Under  the  head  of  visitations  the  G.  H.  P.  refers  to 
the  centennial  celebration  of  Northern  Constellation 
Chapter  No.  28,  located  at  Malone,  on  May  10th,  1910. 
The  ceremonies  were  held  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  were  of  a  public  nature.  They  were  largely  attended 
by  citizens  of  the  place,  as  well  as  Masons  from  many 
near-by  localities  and  a  goodly  delegation  from  Canada. 
After  the  services  in  the  church  a  torchlight  parade  was 
formed,  made  up  of  delegations  of  Masons  mounted  and 
on  foot,  together  with  many  novel  and  interesting  floats. 
After  the  parade  a  banquet  was  enjoyed  at  the  Armory, 
which  was  participated  in  by  the  ladies. 

That  this  old  and  sturdy  Grand  Chapter  experiences 
the  tips  and  downs  from  which  many  of  the  more  youthful 
jurisdictions  are  not  free  is  gathered  from  the  interesting 
report  of  the  venerable  Grand  Secretary,  R.  E.  Comp. 
Christopher  G.  Fox. 

"  It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  know,  as  is  learned  from  their 
Returns,  that  several  of  the  Chapters  which  have  lain  nearly 
dormant  for  some  years  have  suddenly  revived  during  the  past 
year  and  materially  added  to  their  membership. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  not  a  few  of  the  Chapters  in  various 
parts  of  the  jurisdiction  have  for  some  years  gradually  declined 
ir  the  number  of  their  members,  in  some  cases  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  imperil  their  existence,  and,  presumably,  in  consequence  of 
present  conditions,  a  comparative  declination  on  the  part  of 
t:;eir  remaining  membership  of  interest  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry." 
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Poughkeepsie  Chapter,  No.  172,  sent  a  telegram  of 
loyal  and  fraternal  greeting  "  just  fifty  years  after  the 
granting  of  its  charter  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  day's  proceedings  a  large 
audience  of  Companions  witnessed  the  exemplification  of 
the  Mark  Degree,  and  were  well  repaid  for  their  time  and 
attention.  The  Grand  Lecturer  and  his  Assistants  were 
heartily  congratulated  on  their  dignified  and  instructive 
rendition. 

The  Rev.  Pierre  dishing,  Grand  Chaplain,  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  delivered  an  entertaining,  eloquent  and 
instructive  address  on  the  subject,  "  Masonry  in  relation 
to  the  State." 

Here  is  something  beyond  our  ken,  and  a  natural 
curiosity  impels  the  query,  Why?  The  Finance  Commit- 
tee approved  a  resolution  "  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  with  power  to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  a  suitable  communion  service,"  and  recom- 
mended its  adoption. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Marvin  I.  Greenwood  furnished  his 
ninth  review  of  the  Grand  Chapters  with  his  customary 
thoroughness  and  ability.  Canada  for  1910  came  under 
inspection,  but  he  complains  of  tardiness  in  reaching  his 
desk.  This  can  hardly  be  attributed  to  the  postoffice, 
which  is  a  prompt  messenger  invariably,  nor  can  we  ex- 
plain it  from  this  end,  as  the  volumes  were  mailed  from 
this  office  within  a  month  after  the  Convocation  with 
which  the  review  deals  and  nearly  a  year  prior  to  New 
York's  Convocation. 

"  For  some  unknown  reason  this  report  has  been  greatly 
delayed  in  coming  to  us,  so  that  our  time  to  review  it  is  very 
brief.  Yet  we  shall  linger  over  this  report  long  after  our  manu- 
script has  gone  into  print,  and  we  shall  each  time  we  go  over  it 
find  something  new  and  good." 

Edward  Finch  Hill,  Peekskill,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Christopher  G.  Fox,  Buffalo,  Grand  Secretary. 
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New  Zealand 

Chapters   .  .   28.  Members   .  .    1,394. 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  D.  Webster's  photographic  portrait  is 
included  with  the  pamphlet  recording  the  proceedings  of 
the  Nineteenth  Annual  Convocation,  held  at  Auckland  on 
23rd  February,  191 1,  where  he  held  the  office  of  Deputy 
Grand  Z.  The  present  Grand  First  Principal  is  shown 
in  the  regalia  of  his  exalted  rank  and  carrying  on  his 
manly  bosom  enough  medals  to  turn  a  veteran  of  a  dozen 
campaigns  green  with  envy. 

The  session  was  held  in  the  afternoon  and  was  fairly 
well  attended,  twenty-one  Chapters  being  represented,  and 
visiting  Companions  were  numerous.  New  South  Wales 
sent  greetings  with  an  apology  for  its  Grand  Officers, 
none  of  whom  were  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the  invi- 
tation to  be  present. 

An  encouraging  financial  statement  was  presented. 
The  Supreme  Committee  reported  the  acquisition  of 
Prince  of  Wales  Chapter  of  Christchurch,  which  had  sur- 
rendered its  English  warrant  to  throw  in  its  fortunes  with 
the  home  Grand  Chapter.  A  request  to  England  to  have 
the  old  warrant  returned  for  retention  as  a  memento  was 
graciously  acceded  to. 

The  Grand  Principals  during  the  year  devoted  much 
time  to  the  work  of  visitation  and,  combined  with  the 
labors  of  the  Grand  Superintendents,  achieved  excellent 
results. 

A  proposed  change  of  date  for  the  Annual  Convoca- 
tion, so  that  it  might  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  place 
as  Grand  Lodge  was  disapproved  by  the  Committee,  who 
were  of  the  opinion  that  such  change  would  make  Grand 
Chapter  subsidiary  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  lessen  its 
importance  and  dignity. 

Invitations  had  been  received  from  the  Grand  Chapters 
of  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  asking  the  Grand 
Principals  and  Officers  to  attend  their  installation  func- 
tions. Unfortunately  the  time  and  cost  involved  made  it 
impossible  for  any  officer  to  accept  either  invitation,  but 
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hope  was  expressed  that  these  causes  would  not  always 
militate  against  reciprocal  visitations,  which  should  be  a 
special  feature  in  Freemasonry  throughout  Australia. 

In  view  of  their  good  work  and  all-round  knowledge, 
the  Grand  Superintendents  of  districts  were  added  to  the 
membership  of  Supreme  Committee. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  stated  that  he  had  been  asked  to 
supply  a  report  of  the  proceedings  to  the  newspaper  press, 
and  he  wished  to  have  the  mind  of  Grand  Chapter,  but  it 
was  decided  that  no  report  be  given  to  the  newspapers 
outside  the  proper  organ  of  the  Craft. 

Grand  First  Principal  Webster  after  his  installation 
delivered  a  short  but  neat  address.  Among  other  of  the 
M.  E.  Companion's  pertinent  sayings,  he  contributed  the 
following: 

"  There  is  a  mission  for  every  branch  of  our  noble  frater- 
nity, and  work  for  all  who  are  willing  to  engage  in  it;  but  it  is 
not  all  of  Freemasonry  to  wear  a  profusion  of  jewels  and  adorn- 
ments, nor  to  know  certain  letters  better  than  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments. We  admire  Freemasonry  for  its  glorious  past,  for 
its  brilliant  present,  and  we  wish  to  secure  for  it  a  still  more 
glorious  future. 

"  That  can  only  be  accomplished,  Companions,  by  our  not 
merely  professing  Masonry,  but  living  it,  bringing  it  into  our 
daily  lives,  and  regulating  our  business  relations,  our  home 
duties  and  our  personal  dealings  one  with  another  by  the  golden 
rule  we  are  taught  within  our  Lodges  and  Chapters. 

"  As  in  Craft  Masonry  we  designate  each  member  by  the 
endearing  term  Brother.  In  Capitular  Freemasonry,  I  contend, 
we  advance  a  step  further  by  designating  each  member  by  the 
endearing  term  Companion ;  Companions  in  the  Holy  Royal 
Arch.  The  very  phrase  itself  should  arouse  in  us  a  feeling  of 
deep  interest  in  each  other's  welfare.  Many  Companions  there 
are  who  require  the  uplifting  hand  of  Companionship  to  guide 
and  assist  them  along  the  rugged  path  of  life,  and  it  behooves  us 
all  to  be  ever  ready  to  do  this  and  .thereby  prove  the  existent 
companionship  of  our  sublime  Institution." 

The  installation  ceremony  with  our  New  Zealand 
Companions  is  elaborate  and  solemn  and  throughout  is 
conducted  with  much  impressiveness. 

J.  D.  Webster,  Auckland,  Grand  Z. 

H.  J.  Williams,  Wellington,  Grand  Scribe  E, 
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North  Carolina 

Chapters   .  .   39.  *      Members   .  .   2,606. 

The  city  of  Wilson  was  privileged  to  care  for  Grand 
Chapter,  which  met  in  Sixty-third  Annual  Convocation 
on  the  9th  May,  191 1.  There  was  a  fair  representation 
and  Grand  High  Priest  Jones  W.  Shuford  told  his  Com- 
panions that,  while  lacking  official  information,  he  was  yet 
confident  that  matters  were  progressing  in  the  Royal 
Craft.  He  had  made  no  visitations  to  the  Chapters.  Good 
intentions  in  that  respect  were  upset  by  circumstances. 
But  he  had  the  honor  of  authorizing  the  start  of  one  new 
Chapter. 

He  also  decided  a  question  put  him  by  a  Chapter 
which  had  ballotted  on  three  applications  which  had  not 
lain  over  for  the  statutory  thirty  days,  although  action 
was  taken  at  regular  Convocations.  Some  of  the  Com- 
panions being  sticklers  for  the  letter  of  the  law,  claimed 
that  the  interval  between  the  Convocations  being  short 
two  days  of  the  thirty,  an  illegality  had  been  perpetrated. 
He  ruled  that  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  by-law  had  been 
observed  and  declared  the  ballot  properly  taken. 

With  the  customary  expressions  of  thanks  and  appeal 
for  the  protecting  "  broad  mantle,''  he  closed  a  very 
brief  address. 

Grand  Secretary  Munds'  report  was  confined  too 
solely  to  figures  and  was  sealed  with  the  approval  of  the 
Finance  Committee. 

M.  E.  Comp.  F.  M.  Moye,  Grand  Lecturer,  wrote  to 
the  effect  that  continued  illness  compelled  him  to  resign 
the  position.  Two  other  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  M.  E. 
Comps.  Smallbones  and  Nicholls,  were  absent  from  simi- 
lar cause  and  were  cheered  by  telegrams  of  sympathy 
from  Grand  Chapter. 

Excellent  reports  were  received  of  the  progress  of 
North  Carolina's  proteges,  Miss  Hannah  and  Liston  Dall, 
the  young  folks  whose  education  was  undertaken  by  Grand 
Chapter.  An  appropriation  to  continue  the  good  work 
was  approved. 
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A  resolution  of  sympathy  passed  at  the  previous 
Annual  Convocation  on  the  death  of  King  Edward  of 
England  was  replied  to  by  Sir  Edward  Letchworth,  Grand 
Secretary,  conveying  the  acknowledgments  of  the  Duke  of 
Connaught  for  North  Carolina's  fraternal  action,  and 
concluding  with  the  words  : 

"  His  Royal  Highness  is  dteply  touched  at  receiving  so  sym- 
pathetic an  expression  of  condolence  from  a  body  claiming 
descent  from  the  Royal  York  Masons  of  England." 

An  effort  to  secure  Grand  Chapter's  sanction  to  con- 
current jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Chapters  situated  re- 
mote from  rail  conveniences  was  -frowned  upon  by  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee. 

The  ever-welcome  report  on  Correspondence  from  the 
experienced  hand  of  Companion  James  Southgate,  one  of 
the  "  old  guard,"  is,  as  usual,  of  great  interest,  accom- 
panied as  it  is  with  carefully  prepared  statistical  tables 
showing  the  comparative  strength  of  the  various  Grand 
bodies  of  the  States.  His  review  of  Canada,  1910,  is 
marked  by  keen  attention  to  and  appreciation  of  the  good 
results  of  our  system  of  inspection.  This  is  M.  E.  Com- 
panion Southgate's  twenty-eighth  essay,  an  eloquent  testi- 
mony to  the  satisfaction  of  his  Companions  with  the  good 
reporter's  labors  in  their  interests. 

Hugh  A.  Murrill,  Charlotte,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Jas.  C.  Munds,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary. 

North  Dakota 

Chapters   .  .    19.  Members   .  .   2,292. 

Having  dutifully  attended  to  all  the  necessary  prelimi- 
naries, Grand  High  Priest  Walter  L.  Williamson  ad- 
dressed the  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation  at  Grand 
Forks  on  the  29th  June,  1911,  and  it  gave  him  pleasure  to 
announce  at  the  outset  "  that  the  utmost  peace  and  har- 
mony prevailed  throughout  the  jurisdiction  "  and  conse- 
quently his  official  duties  were  rendered  the  easier.    The 
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growth,  while  not  as  great  as  the  previous  year,  was  of 
sufficient  proportions  to  be  considered  healthy,  and  he  was 
gratified  thereat. 

He  advocated  the  "  Committee  report  "  on  application 
in  the  Chapters  rather  than  the  curt  and  convenient  "O.K." 
endorsation  on  the  petition  as  used  at  present. 

Chapter  jurisdiction  he  thought  should  be  regulated  on 
other  methods  than  that  of  the  "  straight  line,"  as  much 
good  material  is  thus  lost  by  subjecting  possible  candi- 
dates to  inconvenience  in  travelling. 

He  deprecated  the  introduction  of  "  funny  business  " 
into  the  ceremonial  work  of  the  degrees  and  issued  a  stern 
command  to  the  Chapters  to  cut  out  all  such  innovations. 

The  monument  to  the  late  Grand  Secretary,  Frank  J. 
Thompson,  erected  at  Riverside  Cemetery  at  Fargo,  was 
unveiled  in  the  previous  April,  and  the  G.  H.  P.  accepted 
on  behalf  of  Grand  Chapter  the  latter's  share  of  the  re- 
sponsibility for  its  care  and  maintenance.  The  ceremony 
was  preceded  by  an  imposing  parade,  in  which  Grand 
Lodge,  Grand  Chapters  and  the  K.  T.'s  took  part. 

The  report  from  the  new  Grand  Secretary  was  intro- 
duced by  Comp.  Stockwell  with  a  text  and  some  personal 
thoughts  thereon.  The  statistics  that  followed  were,  of 
course,  gratifying.  He  urged  the  recognition  of  New 
Zealand,  and  this  was  subsequently  effected.  The  Grand 
Chapter  was  declared  "  At  Ease  "  in  order  to  allow  the 
officers  and  members  to  join  with  the  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Grand  Forks. 

An  hour  later  Grand  Chapter  became  "  uneasy  "  again 
and  listened  to  the  several  Committee  reports.  A  charter 
was  granted  to  the  Chapter  U.  D.  at  Leeds.  To  the 
Grand  Council  incoming  was  left  the  vexed  question  of 
Chapter  jurisdiction. 

Just  before  closing  the  Grand  Secretary  addressed 
retiring  Grand  High  Priest  Williamson  and  presented  him 
with  a  distinctive  jewel.     "  While  this  presentation  is  an 
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established  custom,"  he  said,  "  still  there  is  an  association 
with  it  which  prevents  it  from  becoming  stereotyped." 
M.  E.  Comp.  Williamson  responded  feelingly,  expressing 
his  appreciation  of  the  gift  and  the  words  spoken  in 
presentation. 

Anson  Bartlett,  Mandan,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Walter  L.  Stockwell,  Fargo,  Grand  Secretary. 

Nova  Scotia 

Chapters   .  .    17.  Members   .  .    1,272. 

The  town  of  Wolfville  for  "  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
sons "  no  doubt  was  selected  for  the  honor  of  Grand 
Chapter's  Forty-first  Annual  Convocation,  although  that 
fair  domicile  does  not  appear  to  be  associated  with  that 
august  body  by  reason  of  the  latter's  non-possession  of  a 
"  constituent  "  there,  but  apparently  Nova  Scotia's  Grand 
Chapter  meets  when  and  where  the  Grand  Lodge  meets. 

A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  repre- 
sented, Grand  Chapter  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  in  the 
Masonic  Hall  on  the  7th  June,  1910. 

The  Credentials  Committee  reported  a  formidable  list 
of  eligibles,  but  the  actual  attendance  numbered  less  than 
forty. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Malcolm  McF.  Hall,  Grand  High  Priest, 
cordially  welcomed  the  representatives  "  to  this  world- 
renowned  Valley — the-  Land  of  Evangeline/'  and  added 
that  the  occasion  had  long  been  looked  forward  to  as  a 
reunion  of  true  friends. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Chapter  in  Newfoundland, 
he  visited  all  the  other  Chapters  in  his  jurisdiction,  and 
but  for  a  family  bereavement  would  have  completed  the 
list.    His  report  of  visitations  was  interesting. 

He  thought  that  a  former  report  might  have  done  an 
injustice  to  the  two  oldest  Chapters  on  the  roll,  Nos.  1 
and  2  of  Halifax,  and  he  furnished  figures  to  correct  a 
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mistaken  impression,  if  any  existed.  In  the  case  of  No.  I 
it  had  77  members  in  1890.  In  the  twenty  years  inter- 
vening it  added  112  and  during  the  same  period  lost  122, 
leaving  its  present  strength  67.  No.  2  in  1890  had  66 
members,  added  in  the  twenty  years  197  and  lost  153, 
present  membership  no. 

Halifax  Chapters,  he  explained,  are  differently  situ- 
ated to  the  other  Chapters  in  the  jurisdiction  in  this  re- 
spect, that  there  is  in  that  city  a  Scottish  Rite  Consistory, 
and  much  of  the  material  from  the  .Blue  lodges  go  this 
road  for  further  advancement.  Then,  again,  the  mem- 
bership is  apt  to  be  more  of  floating  material  than  in  the 
smaller  towns,  as  a  great  many  members  in  the  past  have 
been  transferred  to  some  other  station  to  which  their 
duties  have  called  them,  thus  accounting  for  a  large  num- 
ber of  dimitted  and  reported  missing  Companions. 

In  the  previous  October  he  granted  permission  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  to  leave  the  jurisdiction  for  a  time  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  Mrs.  Waddell  to  Boston,  in  the 
hope  that  by  receiving  the  attention  of  a  specialist  in 
surgery,  her  life  would  be  spared.  Alas,  it  was  not  to  be 
and  to  M.  E.  Comp.  Waddell  goes  out  the  sincere  sym- 
pathy of  his  Companions  throughout  the  sister  provinces 
in  his  great  loss. 

The  R.  E.  Comp.  Pinsent,  the  faithful  representative 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  Newfoundland,  reported  on 
the  condition  of  Shannon  Chapter  at  St.  John's.  With  a 
membership  of  118  Companions  and  much  unfinished 
work  yet  to  do  it  would  appear  that  conditions  are  favor- 
able in  that  section  of  the  jurisdiction. 

Grand  Chapter  approved  of  the  "  travelling  card," 
which,  it  is  presumed,  is  adopted  in  addition  to  the  all- 
sufficient  Grand  Chapter  certificate.  One  would  like  to 
know  why  ?  except  it  is  to  follow  the  lead. 

The  Grand  Secretary  echoed  the  universal  complaint 
of  dilatory  Chapter  secretaries  and  appealed  to  them  to 
live  up  to  their  promised  duty. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  W.  Marshall  Blank,  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  Mason  of  Nova  Scotia,  extended  a  cordial  invi- 
tation to  Grand  Chapter  to  accompany  Grand  Lodge  in 
attendance  at  divine  service  on  the  following  morning. 
The  invitation  was  accepted. 

It  was  ruled  that  the  Grand  Honors  of  Masonry  as 
practised  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia  are  the 
Grand  Honors  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  to  be  used  in  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction. 

M.  E.  Comps.  Waddell,  Black  and  Van  Bingay  pre- 
pared, as  usual,  the  report  on  Correspondence.  The 
former,  by  reason  of  necessary  absence  and  illness, 
claimed  indulgence  for  imperfection  in  his  assignments. 
Yet  all  did  well.  To  Companion  Waddell's  pen  fell  Can- 
ada for  1910,  and  he  was  courteously  generous  as  is  his 
wont.  Under  Delaware,  referring  to  a  peculiarity  of  the 
law  in  that  jurisdiction,  he  says : 

"While  we  were  aware  that  in  some  U.  S.  jurisdictions 
subordinate  Chapters  have  power  to  expel,  we  were  under  the 
impression  that  it  was  exceptional  and  not  the  general  rule, 
much  less  universal.  We  must  confess  that  we  prefer  the 
Canada  law,  which  conforms  to   our   own." 

Reviewing  Mississippi,  Comp.  Van  Bingay  repeats  a 
misstatement  which  we  were  under  the  impression  we 
had  corrected  for  his  special  benefit.  As,  however,  he 
continues  to  "  urge  on  his  wild  career,"  we  feel  con- 
strained, in  charity,  to  pull  him  up  again.  In  alluding  to 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  "  Canada  "  he  follows  it  with  the 
word  "  Ontario  "  in  brackets;  a  mistake  when  he  was 
possibly  unaware  of  the  conditions,  but  a  palpable  mis- 
application, if  not  something  stronger,  now  that  he  is 
better  informed.  Canada's  jurisdiction  comprises  all  of 
the  Dominion  apart  from  the  Maritime  Provinces  and 
Quebec.  What  the  future  may  have  in  store  deponent 
sayeth  not,  but  such  are  existing  conditions.  The  en- 
deavor to  make  Canada  look  small  does  not  increase  the 
size  of  Nova  Scotia.  Comp.  Van  B.  should  remember 
that  his  readers  are  intelligent  Companions,  and  the  hint 
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is  thrown  out  with  the  best  of  good  will  and  fraternity 
to  one  whom  we  have  learned  to  esteem,  having  had  the 
privilege  of  his  valuable  acquaintance. 

Malcolm  McF.  Hall,  Halifax,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Samuel  J.  Waddell,  Truro,  Grand  Secretary. 

Ohio 

Chapters    .  .    173.  Members   .  .   31,703. 

Toledo  saw  the  Ninety-fourth  Annual  Convocation  of 
this  fine  old  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  Masonic  Hall  was  a 
busy  centre  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  October,  1910. 
The  city's  welcome  was  most  hearty.  The  distinguished 
Companion  who  holds  the  exalted  position  of  head  of  the 
A.  and  A.  Scottish  Rite  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction, 
Comp.  Barton  Smith,  voiced  the  sentiments  of  the  Toledo 
Companions  in  "  a  stirring  and  eloquent  address "  of 
greeting,  and  Past  Grand  High  Priest  was  equally  happy 
in  his  reply. 

Several  noted  visitors  were  announced  and  were 
greeted  with  becoming  honors,  after  which  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  W.  T.  S.  O'Hara,  delivered 
the  annual  address.  He  convened  Grand  Chapter  in 
emergent  Convocation  twice,  to  constitute  the  new  Chap- 
ter at  West  Union  and  to  dedicate  the  Capitular  apart- 
ments in  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Athens. 

Dispensation  to  establish  new  Chapters  at  Nevada, 
Lakewood  and  Hicksville  were  issued  by  him  during  the 
year. 

He  rebuked  certain  of  the  Chapters  for  negligence  in 
making  themselves  familiar  with  the  contents  of  the 
Annual  Proceedings  and  especially  to  those  which  had 
permitted  the  stated  date  for  elections  to  pass  without 
living  up  to  the  requirements.  His  refusal  of  dispensa- 
tion to  elect  and  instal  after  a  period  of  sixty  days  had 
elapsed  was  based  on  this  negligence. 

"  The  repeated  action  of  this  Grand  Chapter  in  approving 
such   refusals,    all   of   which   has  been   clearly   set   forth   in   the 


APPENDIX  cxv 

'  Printed  Proceedings,'  three  copies  of  which  have  been  supplied 
annually  to  each  of  our  Chapters  for  the  benefit  and  information 
ot  their  officers  and  members,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why 
any  Chapter  should  now  request  or  expect  the  Grand  High  Priest 
io  issue  a  dispensation  authorizing  the  doing  of  an  act  which  has 
so  plainly  and  expressly  been  discouraged  by  this  Grand  Chapter." 

A  Chapter  elected  officers  in  December,  1909,  and 
installed  them  two  months  later,  contrary  to  law.  He 
declared  the  election  and  installation  void,  and  directed 
that  the  officers  elected  and  installed  for  the  previous  year 
continue  to  hold  their  respective  offices  until  their  succes- 
sors had  been  duly  elected  and  installed.  This  action  met 
with  some  protest  on  the  part  of  the  Companions,  but  he 
was  obdurate  and  the  Chapter,  it  is  hoped,  has  learned  a 
salutary  lesson. 

He  devoted  much  attention  to  the  matter  of  inspection, 
with  apparently  good  results,  judging  from  the  subse- 
quent reports. 

A  charge  of  invasion  of  jurisdiction  by  one  Chapter 
against  another  he  decided  by  ordering  both  to  engage  in 
actual  survey  to  accurately  define  distances,  following  the 
air  line  rule  of  measurement. 

The  system,  or  rather  non-system,  under  which  life 
membership  was  effected  in  some  of  the  Chapters  drew 
from  him  a  timely  criticism,  and  he  urged  a  supervision 
that  would  in  the  future  safeguard  each  individual 
treasury. 

He  was  one  of  the  Ohio  delegation  to  visit  the  tri- 
ennial of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  Savannah.  He 
ventures  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  relation  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  to  the  several  Grand  Chapters 
"  holding  allegiance  to  it."    He  says  : 

"  It  was  my  first  experience  in  participating  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  a  legislative  body  whose  only  powers  and  authority 
over  its  constituents,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  subordinate 
bodies,  created  by  and  under  its  immediate  jurisdiction,  were 
purely  advisory.  I  must  confess  that  I  found  much  to  admire 
in  the  principle  of  government  there  prescribed  and  practised. 
That  principle,  briefly  stated,  is,  Companions,  we  have  adopted 
rules  of  conduct,  obedience  to  which  we  recommend,  but  leave 
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their  enforcement  with  you.  Our  only  requirements  are  that 
you  be  guided  in  all  your  Capitular  relations  and  dealings  by 
3'our  own  best  judgment  and  the  righteous  dictates  of  your  own 
consciences." 

It  must  be  confessed  that,  to  this  reader,  the  fore- 
going is  not  very  illuminating.  The  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter in  announcing  the  formation  and  establishment  of 
recently  created  so-called  "  Grand "  Chapters,  clearly 
states  that  they  are  "  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the 
United  States  of  America."  It  is  difficult  to  associate  the 
"  purely  advisory  "  explanation  with  the  claim  of  sover- 
eignty on  the  one  hand  and  admission  of  allegiance  on 
the  other.  No  Grand  body  can  call  itself  such  and  ac- 
knowledge submission  to  another.  If  it  is  content  with 
the  doubtful  independence  of  suzerainty  it  has  no  claim  to 
distinction  as  a  "  Grand  "  body,  and  it  is  a  question  whe- 
ther, under  such  circumstances,  it  has  the  right  to  appeal 
for  recognition  to  sovereign  bodies  which  do  not  ac- 
knowledge a  superior.  There  is  no  desire  to  be  captious, 
but  the  actual  conditions  present  such  a  maze  of  anomaly 
that  the  oft-repeated  plea  of  "  advisory  position  only  "  of 
the  General  Grand  as  a  set-off  against  its  own  declara- 
tions of  possession  of  jurisdiction,  renders  such  enlighten- 
ment as  that  furnished  by  Ohio's  worthy  G.  H.  P.  to 
have  about  as  clarifying  an  effect  as  the  struggle  of  a 
solitary  rushlight  to  pierce  the  gloom  of  the  caves  of 
Elephanta. 

The  various  reports  presented  showed  a  high  state  of 
efficiency  and  progress.  The  Grand  Secretary  reported 
a  net  gain  of  1,471. 

The  Companion  who  is  set  apart  to  compile  a  list  of 
the  departed  and  write  obituaries  of  the  illustrious  dead 
is  termed  the  "  Necrologist,"  and  is  distinguished  by  a 
line  to  himself  in  the  official  roster.  It  will  be  interesting 
to  watch  and  observe  how  other  jurisdictions  will  grasp 
the  idea.  It  may  be  that  in  the  near  future  some  enter- 
prising admirer  of  the  new  cult  will  promote  a  guild  of 
Necrologists,  who  will  meet  periodically  to  exchange 
views  and  incidentally  to  absorb  refreshers  for  auld  lang 
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syne.  We  were  once  permitted  to  witness  the  annual 
state  feast  of  an  undertakers'  association.  For  joyous 
hilarity  the  gathering  could  give  pointers  to  the  "  tra- 
ditional banquet "  of  our  fez-bedecked  friends  here  or 
elsewhere. 

The  report  of  Ohio's  Masonic  Home  is  indeed  inter- 
esting reading  and  demonstrates  that  this  most  worthy 
charity  has  a  warm  place  in  the  generous  hearts  of  the 
brethren  and  Companions  of  Ohio. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Orion  P.  Sperra,  on  whom  the  mantle  of 
the  late  gifted  Comp.  W.  M.  Cunningham  has  fallen, 
presents  his  first  report  on  Correspondence  and,  while 
he  largely  confined  himself  to  review,  he  furnished 
enough  of  himself  to  give  promise  of  something  enter- 
taining in  future.  His  sojourn  with  Canada  for  1910 
proved  a  pleasant  one,  for  he  encountered  an  old  per- 
sonal friend  in  the  Grand  Z.,  and  the  meeting  furnished 
added  interest  to  the  perusal  of  the  year's  Proceedings. 
He  quotes  M.  E.  Comp.  Moore  in  full  on  the  physical 
disability  question  and  also  the  latter's  comments  on  a 
Chapter's  effort  to  embellish  its  ceremonial  working  by 
means  of  unauthorized  adjuncts. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  we  shall  hear  more  of  Comp. 
Sperra,  and  in  the  meantime  extend  our  meed  of  wel- 
come. 

1911. 

The  Ninety-fifth  Annual  Convocation  assembled  in 
Columbus  on  the  4th  October,  191 1,  and  in  a  little  more 
than  a  month  the  handsome,  well-read  volume  recording 
the  proceedings  in  clear  type  is  on  our  desk,  a  feat  for 
which  Grand  Secretary  Hagenbuch  is  entitled  to  un- 
qualified praise. 

He  having  reported  as  present  all  Grand  Officers  ex- 
cept one,  all  Past  Grand  High  Priests  except  one,  and 
that  more  than  a  constitutional  number  of  Representa- 
tives were  present,  the  Grand  Chaplain  invoked  divine  aid 
and  M.  E.  Comp.  Frank  Crumit,  Grand  High  Priest, 
opened  Grand  Chapter. 
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The  city  Companions'  welcome  was  cordial,  and  their 
spokesman  in  a  neat  speech  voiced  their  belief  that  the 
Grand  body  exhibited  wisdom  and  taste  in  selecting  the 
capital  for  the  annual  gathering. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Bromwell  responded  felicitously  on  be- 
half of  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  G.  H.  P.  addressed  the 
latter  in  terms  of  congratulations  and  hope.  He  deplored 
the  loss  of  several  Companions  who  had  attained  distinc- 
tion in  other  bodies  and  paid  tribute  to  the  illustrious 
dead  of  sister  jurisdictions. 

Three  new  Chapters  were  constituted  and  two  given  a 
favorable  start  under  dispensation. 

A  petition  from  Companions  of  Toronto,  Ohio,  asking 
for  a  dispensation  to  open  a  Chapter  at  that  place  was 
refused  because  the  consent  of  the  nearest  Chapter  had 
not  been  obtained. 

He  maintained  the  system  of  inspection  adopted  by 
his  predecessors  with  beneficial  results  and  declared  that 
a  greater  degree  of  exactness  in  the  work  could  be  shown 
at  the  present  than  had  heretofore  existed.  That  he  was 
not  called  upon  for  any  decisions  may  be  attributed  to 
this  close  inspection. 

His  official  visitations  were  few,  though  invitations 
were  numerous.  "  His  own  loss,"  "  joyous  anticipations, 
cherished  for  years,"  unrealized  in  consequence,  "  circum- 
stances "  occasioned  by  business,  etc.,  etc.  But  such  un- 
expected interferences  will  happen — just  in  that  particu- 
lar year.  However,  he  gave  credit  to  his  "  co  "-workers 
for  their  zeal  and  then  the  following  bouquet  by  way  of 
wind-up : 

"In  my  service  I  have  seen  manhood  ennobled,  charily  ex- 
alted, the  brow  of  virtue  crowned  with  honor,  selfishness  abased, 
and  the  tears  of  sorrow  dried,  and  with  it  the  real  souls  of  men 
stand  forth  shining  in  the  radiance  of  that  light  which  never  was 
on  land  or  sea. 

"  My  Companions,  you  are  the  high  exemplars  of  all  that  is 
noblest  and  truest  in  life." 

Many  of  the  reports  were  of  an  interesting  nature. 
The  Jurisprudence   Committee  was   worked  up   on   that 
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ancient  bugbear,  the  registration  of  the  "  Mark."  The 
members  doubted  the  propriety  or  efficiency  of  the  plan 
suggested  in  the  recommendation  of  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  of  having  the  secretary  record  the  initials 
of  delinquent  Companions  as  their  Marks,  in  case  such 
Companions  fail,  after  a  notice  of  three  months,  to  select 
Marks  for  themselves.  The  selection  of  a  Mark,  so  far 
as  its  design  is  concerned,  should,  in  their  opinion,  be 
entirely  voluntary,  as  a  Companion  cannot  change  his 
Mark  after  it  has  been  recorded.  They  preferred  to 
recommend  increased  diligence  by  the  Chapter  officers 
rather  than  the  plan  suggested. 

They  finally  approved  the  suggestion  that  the  R.  A. 
degree  be  not  conferred  if  the  Mark  be  not  previously 
selected  and  registered,  and  to  the  Companion  who  has 
hitherto  neglected  to  do  his  duty  in  this  respect,  a  dimit, 
if  he  applies  for  it,  is  to  be  withheld. 

The  "  Mark,"  it  must  be  admitted,  has  through  mod- 
ern improvement  travelled  a  long  distance  from  its  origi- 
nal and  legitimate  sphere.  One  wonders  how  the  inspec- 
tors and  wardens  of  the  wise  king's  era  would  look  if 
they  were  told  that  his  ingenious  plans  had  been  utilized 
for  purposes  and  objects  to  belong  to  a  period  some  six 
or  seven  hundred  years  posterior  to  their  time.  Is  it  any 
wonder  that  present-day  intelligence  should  hesitate  to 
comply  with  requirements  that  present  such  palpably  in- 
congruous features?  The  effort  to  weld  into  a  system 
elements  of  non-assimilating  character,  while  heroic  in 
design,  was,  if  individual  opinion  may  be  obtruded,  at- 
tempting the  impossible  and  the  tribulations  incidental  to 
any  endeavor  in  concreting  the  parts,  if  not  the  whole, 
is  to-day  the  perplexing  experience  of  Jurisprudence 
Committees  and  others  of  that  ilk. 

The  "  Mark  "  was  the  outcome  of  a  necessity  that  had 
its  birth  in  an  incident  at  the  building  of  King  Solomon's 
Temple.  The  "  Royal  Arch,"  from  another  occurrence 
among  workmen  employed  at  the  rebuilding  of  that  edi- 
fice, five  hundred  or  more  years  later.  Between  these 
two  legendary  but  important  events  the  American  ritual- 
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ist  has  sandwiched  in  a  couple  of  extras,  one  having  its 
origin  in  the  English  ceremony  of  "  Installed  Master," 
but  remodelled  and  dubbed  "  Past  Master,"  and  the  other 
of  genuine  American  manufacture,  but  with  the  credit  of 
its  origin  as  a  degree  of  merit,  generously,  and  perhaps 
safely,  ascribed  to  King  Solomon,  "  The  Most  Excel- 
lent." Could  anything  else  happen  as  a  result  of  the 
attempt  to  mould  into  complete  form  such  an  anachron- 
istic combination  but  frequent  confusion  and  perplexity? 
It  may  be  described  as  a  perpetual  striving  to  combine  an 
aquaeous  modernity  with  the  oil  of  antiquity. 

Better  far  to  leave  the  requirements  of  the  Mark 
degree  to  be  looked  after  and  enjoined  within  the  com- 
pass of  its  own  ceremony.  "  Companions,"  as  such, 
should  not  be  threatened  or  penalized  for  having  been 
"  permitted  "  to  neglect  something  that  is  part  of  and 
should  have  been  attended  to,  in  an  inferior  degree.  And, 
by  the  way,  in  this  era  of  up-to-date  progress  what  does 
the  once  coveted  keystone  and  its  significance  weigh  when 
scaled  with  the  Shrine  button?  A  glance  at  the  portraits 
of  distinguished  "  Masons  "  contributed  with  these 
Annual  printed  Proceedings  for  many  years  past  will 
furnish  an  eloquent  reply. 

The  report  of  the  "  Necrologist  "  to  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter was  of  the  usual  kind,  relieved  from  monotony  by 
copious  quotations  from  the  poets.  It  seems  to  this  writer 
that  these  eulogies  of  the  departed,  with  whom,  in  most 
cases,  we  have  had  nothing  but  hearsay  knowledge,  is 
superfluous  and  straining  after  effect.  It  is  all  very 
appropriate  and  fitting  to  laud  our  own  dead  whose  com- 
panionship we  enjoyed  and  valued  in  life,  but  it  must 
be  a  difficult  matter  to  sing  the  praises  of  those  whom  we 
have  never  seen  nor  whose  rare  virtues  we  had  no 
opportunity  of  admiring.  We  intend  no  disparagement  of 
the  good  work  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Long,  who  did  his  sad 
duty  admirably,  but  is  it  not  a  duty  that  might  in  reason 
be  restricted? 

Two  Chapters  disputed  as  to  the  line  of  demarcation, 
both    claiming   certain    territory.      Maps,    tracings,    blue 
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prints  and  other  evidence  were  furnished  by  both  and 
the  Committee  was  nonplussed  to  arrive  at  a  decision. 
It  therefore  recommended  the  employment  of  a  compe- 
tent surveying  engineer  agreed  to  by  both,  whose  finding 
is  to  be  final. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Sperra's  report  on  Correspondence  was, 
as  we  anticipated,  critical  and  interesting  withal.  An  ap- 
preciative notice  of  Canada  for  191 1  is  among  his  con- 
tributions.    He  remarked : 

"  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  the  high  tribute  paid  by  the 
Grand  Z.  to  the  Masonry  of  His  Majesty  King  Edward  VII.  was 
on  the  anniversary  date  of  the  birth  of  that  other  noted  Mason 
and  great  American,  George  Washington." 

He  fails  not  to  point  out  the  absence  of  Ohio  from 
our  review.  Good  reason,  we  hadn't  received  it.  On  a 
personal  request,  Companion  Hagenbuch  kindly  favored 
us  with  a  copy,  so  Comp.  Sperra  has  a  double  supply  on 
this  occasion.  We  pin  our  faith  to  the  postofBoe  as  the 
safest  of  carriers,  and  when  our  respective  governments 
establish  the  postal  parcel  service  there  will  be  no  such 
hiatus  as  now  complained  of.  Comp.  Sperra  started  with 
becoming  modesty,  and  even  in  his  second  contribution 
conceals  himself  with  rare  skill,  but  we  look  to  see  more 
of  his  personality  in  coming  reports,  for  that  he  can 
"  speak  out  in  meetin'  "  we  cherish  not  the  slightest  doubt. 

Joseph  Kirkup,  Cincinnati,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Edwin  Hagenbuch,  Urbana,  Grand  Secretary. 

Oklahoma 

Chapters   .  .   67.  Members   .  .   4,181. 

The  City  of  Lawton  was  selected  for  the  Twenty- 
second  Annual  Convocation,  on  18th  April,  191 1,  and  a 
most  satisfactory  response  to  the  summons  was  the  result. 
M.  E.  Comp.  Benjamin  B.  Pollock,  Grand  High  Priest, 
presided  and  declared-  he  had  attempted  to  do  his  duty 
"  under  the  guidance  of  God  and  the  assistance  of  better 
informed  Companions."  Two  new  Chapters  were  started 
by  him  and  his  visits  included  one  to  the  Orphans'  Home. 
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Grand  Secretary  Murrow's  report  opened  with  an 
expression  of  deep  gratitude  for  Divine  protection  vouch- 
safed to  Grand  Chapter.  He  too  urged  generous;  support 
for  the  orphans. 

He  expressed  fear  that  the  Chapter  at  Mrebs  had 
expired,  as  no  report  had  been  received  for  two  or  three 
years.    He  reported  a  balance  on  hand  of  $4,189. 

The  veteran  Grand  Secretary  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  this  year,  191 1,  is  the  three  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  translation  of  the  Great  Light  of  Masonry, 
the  Holy  Bible,  into  the  English  language.  He  suggested 
that  the  Grand  Chapter  put  itself  on  record  as  thanking 
our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  great  blessing  of  the  English 
Bible. 

Several  Companions  followed,  paying  tribute  to  the 
great  value  of  the  Bible  to  mankind  and  of  the  English 
Bible  in  its  civilizing,  uplifting  and  saving  influence  upon 
the  English-speaking  nations  of  the  world. 

On  motion,  the  Grand  Secretary  was  requested  to  lead 
the  Grand  Chapter  in  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  for  the 
precious  Word  of  God  and  for  its  translation  into  our 
own  language. 

This  was  done  while  all  members  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter stood  with  bowed  heads  and  reverent,  thankful  hearts 
to  the  Giver  of  all  good  for  His  precious  Word. 

The  Grand  King,  Milo  A.  Nelson,  on  behalf  of  Law- 
ton  Chapter,  invited  the  Companions  to  an  automobile 
ride  Tuesday  afternoon  to  Fort  Sill  and  to  Medicine  Park. 

A  series  of  resolutions  dealing  with  the  promulgation 
of  the  ritualistic  work  by  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  defin- 
ing his  duties  and  emolument  were  approved  and  adopted. 

A  motiQn  that  the  Grand  officers  exemplify  the  work 
each  year  at  the  annual  meetings  was,  after  a  lengthy 
discussion  pro  and  con,  voted  down  and  the  local  Chapter 
will  be  expected  to  entertain  in  that  particular  regard. 

It  was  decided  that  the  request  from  the  Grand  Council 
R.  and  S.  M.,  asking  that  a  committee  from  Grand  Chap- 
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ter  be  appointed  to  meet  a  like  committee  from  the  Grand 
Council  looking  toward  the  adoption  of  the  Texas  plan, 
or  a  modification  of  the  same,  so  that  a  petitioner  for  the 
Chapter  degrees  will  at  the  same  time  sign  a  petition  for 
the  Council  degrees,  be  complied  with. 

Somebody's  zeal  in  behalf  of  sweet  charity  had  car- 
ried him  beyond  the  limits  of  official  discretion,  for  the 
Finance  Committee  appended  the  following  clause  to  its 
report : 

"  Your  Committee  feel  it  necessary  to  stamp  with  their  mark 
of  disapproval  the  action  of  our  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  issu- 
ance of  an  order  in  favor  of  the  Masonic  Home  not  authorized 
by  this  Grand  Body,  for  the  reason  that  it  establishes  a  precedent 
that  should  not  be  upheld  by  this  Grand  Body." 

Nevertheless  the  G.  H.  P.'s  recommendation  that  one 
thousand  dollars  be  donated  to  the  "  Home  "  was  ap- 
proved after  the  Companions  had  received  some  illumi- 
nating information  with  regard  to  existing  conditions 
from  the  brother  who  acted  as  secretary  to  the  insti- 
tution. 

Comp.  Chas.  C.  Kneisley,  who  succeeded  the  old  and 
tried  Comp.  Grand  Secretary  as  Correspondence  writer, 
furnished  a  capital  review,  though  for  some  reason  Can- 
ada was  omitted.  He  is  in  no  way  chary  about  expressing 
his  views  on  matters  that  occasionally  form  material  for 
discussion,  and  his  manner  of  putting  them  before  his 
Companions  impresses  one  with  both  his  style  and  con- 
victions. 

We  gather  from  a  perusal  of  his  able  paper  that  the 
latter  are  much  on  lines  similar  to  our  own,  and  naturally 
we  will  look  for  more  of  Companion  Kneisley  in  the 
future.  Meantime  we  offer  an  humble  welcome  and 
"  happy  to  meet  again." 

Christopher  Springer,  McAlester,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Atoka,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Oregon 

Chapters   .  .   33.  Members   .  .   3,238. 

Frank  J.  Miller,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  was  en- 
abled to  report  a  growing  time  to  the  Fifty-first  Annual 
at  Portland,  on  the  12th  June,  191 1.  Two  new  Chapters 
had  been  chartered  and  two  had  been  started  under  his 
dispensation. 

"  You  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  splendid  condition  of 
the  Craft  and  the  interest  everywhere  manifested  in  its  welfare. 
T  have  not  discovered  one  single  elemei-.t  of  discord  or  dissatis- 
faction. It  is  a  felicitous  circumstance  that  the  year's  work  has 
been  accomplished  in  the  true  spirit  of  Masonry  and  that  in 
addition  to  the  new  chapters  we  have  also  increased  our  member- 
ship by  227,  which  is  a  slight  increase  over  last  year." 

The  death  of  M.  E.  Comp.  John  Milton  Hodson,  who 
for  years  had  been  Oregon's  studious  occupant  of  the 
Correspondence  chair,  drew  from  him  some  eulogistic 
references,  and  he  truly  said  that  the  services  rendered 
in  this  capacity  had  endeared  him  to  the  Companions  of 
his  own  and  other  jurisdictions.  He  had  presided  over  all 
the  Grand  bodies  of  the  State,  and  "  all  who  knew  him 
will  retain  a  loving  remembrance  of  his  kind  and  genial 
nature  and  the  purity  and  excellence  of  his  life  and  char- 
acter." 

He  visited  all  the  Chapters  and  enjoyed  the  duty, 
covering  nearly  7,000  miles  to  carry  out  his  resolve. 
Thirty-three  Chapters  were  thus  honored  and  all  were 
benefitted. 

His  decisions  were  few  because  he  was  seldom  called 
upon  to  render  any.  The  Companions,  of  course,  knew 
the  law,  yet  he  urged  that  Grand  Chapter  was  of  sufficient 
importance  and  magnitude  to  have  a  Constitution  and 
code  of  laws  of  its  own  and  not  to  rely  upon  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  government  and  regulation.  Rather  a  singular 
state  of  things. 

Grand  Secretary  Robinson's  report  exhibited  a  healthy 
condition  generally. 
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A  Committee  on  Correspondence  was  appointed,  but 
the  volume  under  review  contains  no  evidence  of  its 
industry. 

C.  J.  Buchanan,  Oregon  City,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Jas.  F.  Robinson,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 

Pennsylvania 

Chapters   .  .    133.  Members   .  .   31,669. 

The  first  quarterly  Convocation,  held  on  3rd  March, 
1910,  in  the  Philadelphia  Masonic  Temple,  saw  the  usual 
good  attendance,  and  none  more  punctual  than  Canada's 
Companion  Samuel  Shaw.  Committee  reports  were  re- 
ceived and  disposed  of. 

A  resolution  was  offered  to  amend  a  certain  clause  of 
the  Constitution  by  adding  to  it  the  following: 

"  Any  Companion  in  arrears  to  his  Chapter  for  two  or  more 
years'  dues  shall  have  no  voice  in  the  discussion  of  the  question 
of  remittance  of  dues  or  suspension  of  a  Companion  for  the 
non-payment  of  dues ;  and  he  shall  have  no  vote  on  motions  to 
remit  dues  or  on  motions  to  suspend  for  non-payment  of  dues." 

The  above,  to  an  outsider,  looks  very  much  as  if  it 
was  providing  for  the  punishment  of  a  Companion  before 
he  was  tried.  However,  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was 
dealt  with  and  will  probably  be  discussed  with  other 
amendments  a  year  hence. 

A  communication  was  received  from  a  Chapter  asking 
permission  to  receive  a  fourth  petition  from  a  Brother 
who  had  been  thrice  rejected.  Resolved,  That  permission 
be  granted  under  the  usual  restrictions. 

The  Mark  degree  was  exemplified  before  the  closing. 

The  June  quarterly  developed  little  of  interest.  The 
Most  Excellent  degree  was  worked  by  the  officers  of  some 
of  the  local  Chapters. 

Athens  Borough  Companions  petitioned  for  a  new 
Chapter  in  September,  and  the  request  was  favorably 
received. 

A  letter  from  the  late  Historian  W.  J.  Hughan  of 
England,  probably  the  last  addressed  by  him  to  the  Grand 
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Secretary,  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  reproduced  in 
the  Proceedings.  It  was  dated  Torquay,  15th  June,  1910, 
and  read  as  follows  : 

"  Dkar  Companion  Cary  : — 

"  Many  thanks  for  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chap,  of 
R.  A.  Masons  Penna.  I  always  enjoy  the  perusal  of  this  welcome 
Annual,  and  am  delighted  to  see  how  the  Grand  Chapter  con- 
tinues to  be  so  prosperous.  Too  much  attention  cannot  be  be- 
stowed on  the  Mark  degree,  and  the  registration  of  the  Mark 
should  be  always  carefully  made  for  each  candidate. 

"  The  Report  on  Correspondence  always  interests  me  (p. 
124).  In  the  Provinces  we  meet  happily  in  our  own  Masonic 
halls,  as  a  rule ;  to  assemble  in  a  hotel  or  tavern  is  most  unusual. 
In  London,  however,  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  so 
doing,  especially  because  so  many  of  the  brethren  come  from 
long  distances  and  need  refreshment.  We  have  many  Temper- 
ance Lodges  now,  and  they  are  doing  very  good  work.  No  in- 
toxicating liquors  are  allowed  on  the  refreshment  table  or  in 
connection  with  the  Lodge,  in  any  way,  but  members  are  not 
always  required  to  be  total  abstainers. 

"  P.  140.  Pleased  you  give  the  late  Bro.  Nickerson's  address 
on  early  Freemasonry  in  America.  Pennsylvania  is  earliest 
known  in  America  as  to  '  Time  Immemorial  Freemasonry,"  and 
that  of  Massachusetts  had  the  first  Lodge  started  under  the  wing 
of  a  Grand  Lodge.  We  know  not  under  what  authority  the 
Lodge  in  Philadelphia  was  formed,  but  possibly  a  number  of 
brethren  started  it  on  their  own  account. 

"  The  second  edition  of  my  '  Origin  of  the  English  Rite ' 
(a  copy  of  which  I  presented  to  your  Grand  Lodge  Library) 
gives  a  number  of  facts  as  to  Masonic  degrees,  and  dates  back 
the  2nd  and  3rd  earlier  than  at  p.  255." 

"  The  '  Ancients '  were  formed  in  1751,  not  1753,  and  Bro. 
H.  Sadler  has  proved  the  originators  of  that  rival  body  were  not 
clandestine.  Ramsay  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  R.  Arch,  or 
any  other  degrees,  so  far  as  we  know,  and  the  R.  A.  was  at 
work  long  before  the  '  Ancients '  started. 

"  I  believe  the  R.  A.  Chapter  No.  3,  Philadelphia,  :s  the 
oldest  existing  of  its  kind,  as  a  continuous  working  body. 

"  I  am  very  pleased  to  still  continue  as  the  Representative 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the  Mark  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  and  Wales,  and  have  so  acted  from  1871.  The 
Mark  degree  is  most  popular  in  this  country. 

"With  best  wishes, 

"  Believe  me, 

"  Yours  fraternally, 

"  William  J.  Hughan." 
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The  officers  of  Oriental  Chapter  exemplified  the  Royal 
Arch  degree,  after  which  the  Grand  Chapter  was  formally 
closed. 

Finance  and  other  Committees  reported  in  December. 
That  on  revision  of  Constitution  had  a  number  of  amend- 
ments to  report,  one  of  them  to  provide  for  the  exclusion 
of  visitors  on  the  night  of  annual  election  of  officers, 
except  those  holding  certain  Grand  Chapter  rank.  The 
proposed  amendments  were,  however,  held  over  for  a 
year. 

A  Committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
conditions  said  to  require  such  investigation,  existing  or 
said  to  exist  in  a  certain  Chapter,  and  report  not  later 
than  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  the  following  June. 

The  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Grand  Annual  Convo- 
cation was  held  on  the  27th  December,  1910.  Comp. 
Carl  A.  Sundstrom,  Grand  High  Priest,  presiding.  In 
his  admirable  address  he  paid  tribute  to  the  ability  of 
several  faithful  Companions  who  had  been  summoned 
from  active  life.  One  of  these,  Alexander  McCune,  who 
had  been  a  diligent  member  of  Committees  in  Grand 
Chapter,  was  a  war-scarred  veteran. 

"  On  the  monument  erected  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at 
Gettysburg,  at  what  is  termed  the  high-water  mark  of  the 
Rebellion,  Companion  McCune's  name  appears  on  the  tablet  of 
that  monument  with  a  number  of  other  heroes  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers." 

He  put  his  decisions  into  nutshell  capacity,  which  was 
a  departure  as  acceptable  as  it  was  convenient. 

"  The  crown  is  part  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason's  clothing,  as 
well  as  the  apron,  and  should  be  worn  in  the  Chapter  hall. 

"  A  sword  is  a  part  of  the  clothing  of  certain  officers.  It 
is  not  optional  with  these  officers  whether  they  wear  the  sword 
or  not.    They  must  wear  it  when  on  duty. 

"  The  sending  of  printed  circulars,  advocating  a  Companion's 
candidacy  for  office,  sent  promiscuously  to  persons,  manv  of 
whom  are  unknown  to  the  sender,  is  un-Masonic. 

"  It  is  highly  improper  for  the  elective  officers  of  a  Chapter 
to  solicit  votes  for  a  candidate." 
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"  To  make  a  Masonic  objection  where  none  exists,  is  inter- 
fering with  the  rights  of  others,  and  when  wilfully  made  is  a 
Masonic  offence. 

"  To  hold  an  extra  meeting  of  a  Chapter  on  Sunday  is  pro- 
hibited." 

And  others  of  familiar  brand,  but  equally  terse.  He 
dealt  with  several  topics  of  direct  import  to  his  Com- 
panions in  an  able  and  forceful  manner,  some  indeed  that 
might  well  apply  elsewhere.  On  the  baneful  practice  of 
canvassing  for  office,  as  an  instance,  he  had  this  to  say, 
and  we  trust  our  own  Companions  will  ponder  the  words 
well : 

"  The  electioneering  for  office  has  become  the  most  open  and 
unblushing  canvassing.  The  making  of  slates,,  the  undue  per- 
suasions to  obtain  a  pledge  from  a  Companion  to  cast  his  vote 
one  way  or  the  other,  often  the  urging  him  to  break  a  given 
promise,  and  the  use  of  all  the  wiles  and  dodges  so  well  known 
to  the  practical  politician,  are  foreign  to  Free  Masonry,  and 
should  be  frowned  upon  and  denounced  by  every  Royal  Arch 
Mason." 

"  Some  Companions  exhibit  an  intense  anxiety  for  Masonic 
preferment,  and  have  not  time  to  wait,  until,  by  proper  service 
and  recognized  ability,  they  have  reached  a  position  in  the 
Chapter,  which  by  usage  and  custom  makes  them  eligible  for 
advancement.  Regardless  of  the  best  interests  of  the  Chapter, 
they  endeavor  to  accomplish  their  object  by  practices,  which  by 
their  un-Masonic  character  are  a  stigma  on  the  fair  name  of 
Free  Masonry." 

"  A  Chapter  is  not  constituted  for  the  aggrandizement  of 
individuals.  Its  officers  are  servants,  called  to  occupy  certain 
stations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chapter  requiring  their  services, 
and  not  for  their  own  exaltation.  No  person  has  a  right  to 
demand  preferment  or  lay  claim  to  an  office." 

"  The  Chapter  itself  has  the  inherent  right  to  select  its  own 
officers  from  among  those  who  are  deserving.  If  a  Chapter  is 
to  be  controlled  by  political  methods  and  unscrupulous  manipu- 
lations, its  usefulness  is  lost." 

"  Any  person,  who,  by  trickery  and  intrigue,  strives  to  force 
himself  upon  a  Chapter,  as  one  of  its  officers,  is  unfit  to  hold 
office,  and  unworthy  of  the  honor  of  being  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason." 

A  very  instructive  and  entertaining  report  on  Corres- 
pondence is  appended  to  the  Proceedings  as  usual.  Long- 
established  custom  divides  the  work  of  review  among  the 
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five  members  of  the  Committee.  Canada  falling  to  the 
care  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  William  B.  Meredith, 
whose  introduction  is  of  more  than  passing  interest : 

"  In  this  Jurisdiction  we  cling  tenaciously  to  the  '  Ancient 
usages,  customs,  and  landmarks  of  Freemasonry,"  regarding 
them  as  unalterable;  we  hold  that  modern  ideas  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  them;  that  in  their  construction  and  inter- 
pretation we  must  look  to  the  past." 

"  In  reading  the  reports  of  sister  Jurisdictions  we  regret  to 
find  a  tendency  to  modernize  Freemasonry.  Against  this  we 
must  enter  a  solemn  protest.  Our  proud  boast  has  been  the 
Antiquity  of  our  Fraternity,  and  our  sincere  desire  to  adhere  to 
and  uphold  those  ancient  teachings  and  traditions.  Pennsyl- 
vania's views  on  this  subject  are  best  expressed  by  the  declara- 
tions of  one  of  our  distinguished  Freemasons.  '  We  have  adhered 
to  the  past  with  a  fidelity  that  is  remarkable  in  any  organization 
whose  principles  are  handed  down  by  tradition.  Whatever  is 
new  in  Freemasonry  is  an  innovation.'  Would  it  not  be  well 
for  all  Jurisdictions  to  adhere  to  this  declaration?" 

It  would,  most  noble  Festus,  but  they  won't  and  they 
don't.  What  is  more,  they  pride  themselves  on  their  feats 
of  legislation  and  "  progression,"  and  glory  in  their  up- 
to-date  achievements.  Oh  we,  even  in  this  enlightened 
section  of  a  great  continent,  are  not  immune.  The 
microbe  found  a  cosy  nesting  place  even  when  the  fathers 
of  Canada's  Grand  Chapter  were  pleading  for  a  return 
to  ancient  usage  from  the  modernisms  imposed  upon  us 
by  circumstances.  Environment  had  done  its  deadly 
work  and  it  was  found  pleasanter  to  follow  the  beaten 
path  than  to  break  away  from  a  habit  which  even  Penn- 
sylvania is  not  altogether  freed  from  despite  a  belief  in 
its  pure  conservatism.  A  ceremony  conceived  and  wholly 
fabricated  in  "  New  "  England  and  interjected  there  into 
the  Royal  Arch  system  can  hardly  be  held  to  belong  to 
the  "  Antiquity  of  our  Fraternity,"  nor  handed  down  to 
us  by  tradition. 

Nevertheless  Pennsylvania  is  living  up  to'  what  it 
believes  and  is  an  admirable  model  for  us  all.  The  hope 
is  still  cherished  that  Canada  may  at  no  distant  day  purge 
itself  of  that  which  its  thoughtful  Companions  are  con- 
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vinced  is  an  unpalatable,  impure  and  altogether  super- 
fluous addition  to  the  menu  provided. by  the  Royal  Arch 
as  practised  before  the  era  of  the  American  improver. 

Most  favorably  does  he  review  Canada's  Proceedings 
for  1910.  Referring  to  the  Grand  Z.'s  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  physical  disability,  he  agrees  with  the  decision 
and  again  touches  Pennsylvania's  strict  adherence  to  the 
ancient  charges. 

"  Modernized  Masonry  doesn't  seem  to  be  making  much 
progress,  while  we  in  this  Jurisdiction  have  been  termed  extrem- 
ists on  the  subject  of  '  Physical  perfection,'  yet  the  more  we  study 
the  subject  the  more  fully  we  are  convinced  of  the  correctness 
of  our  position,  whatever  is  new  in  Masonry  is  certainly  an 
innovation,  we  cannot  afford  to  consider  the  present  or  future 
in  determining  any  matter  in  Masons,  but  must  look  back  to 
the  past.  The  ancient  customs,  usages,  and  landmarks,  which 
have  come  down  to  us  from  the  distant  past  are  supreme  to-day." 

On  another  decision  in  reference  to  the  introduction 
of  innovations  into  the  work  of  one  of  the  degrees  in 
which  the  Grand  Z.  called  a  Chapter  to  account  for  its 
non-observance  of  a  salient  feature  of  the  Constitution, 
he  said: 

"  Each  jurisdiction  has  its  own  work,  which  is  authorized 
by  the  Grand  Chapter  and  carried  into  effect  by  the  instructors 
under  direction  of  the  Grand  High  Priest.  Any  departure  from 
such  established  work  is  almost  treason  to  the  Grand  Chapter, 
hence  the  decision  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  meets  the  approval 
of  every  loyal   Capitular  Mason." 

Much  is  to  be  gleaned  from  the  labors  of  this  excel- 
lent quintette.  From  the  opening  of  the  report  to  the 
concluding  words  of  sound  truth,  which  only  whets  the 
appetite  of  the  reader,  all  is  of  appealing  interest.  One 
feels  the  better  after  an  hour  spent  with  these  Com- 
panions. 

A.  G.  Criswell  Smith,  Media,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Charles  Cary,  Philadelphia,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Quebec 

Chapters    ..    n.  Members   ..    1,298. 

A  fine  photo-engraving  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Theodore  A. 
Emmans,  Grand  First  Principal,  prefaces  the  record  of 
the  Thirty-fourth  Annual  Convocation  held  in  Montreal 
on  the  22nd  March,  191 1.  The  official  roster  was  incom- 
plete, but  the  attendance  was  up  to  the  average. 

A  resolution  of  sympathy  with  Past  Grand  Z.  H.  E. 
Channell  on  the  recent  death  of  his  wife  was  passed  by 
Grand  Chapter  at  an  early  stage  in  the  proceedings. 

The  Grand  Z.  made  special  and  feeling  reference  to 
departed  Companions  who  had  during  their  lives  been 
particularly  active  in  the  Royal  Craft,  notably  R.  E. 
Comps.  Col.  A.  A.  Stevenson,  Henry  Dunne,  Henry 
Davidson,  Carroll  Ryan,  C.  A.  Thurber  and  G.  R.  Longe- 
way. 

He  told  of  his  visit  to  Carnarvon  Chapter's  fiftieth 
anniversary  celebration,  where  its  oldest  member,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Isaac  H.  Stearns,  was  presented  with  a  loving  cup 
to  mark  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  exaltation,  he  hav- 
ing received  the  R.  A.  degree  at  the  first  regular  Convo- 
cation of  the  Chapter  in  1861.  Semi-centenary  jewels 
were  presented  to  ten  of  the  Companions  who  had  pre- 
sided over  the  Chapter  in  past  years. 

Montreal  Chapter  celebrated  its  fortieth  anniversary 
in  February,  at  which  he  was  also  present.  Members  of 
twenty  years'  standing  and  over  were  presented  with  jew- 
els to  mark  the  occasion  and  their  own  worth. 

He  expressed  much  gratification  at  the  marked  in- 
crease in  strength  shown  by  the  year's  activity,  the  net 
increase  of  the  previous  year  being  doubled  during  his 
second  term.  The  record  of  suspensions  was,  however,  a 
feature  which  inspired  a  doubt  as  to  whether  the  meetings 
were  not  made  sufficiently  attractice  or  that  the  vigilance 
of  Chapter  secretaries  had  not  been  relaxed. 

From  every  section  came  reports  of  complete  har- 
mony.    The  "  improver "  was  at  work  in  some  of  the 
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Chapters,  for  he  had  heard  that  a  form  of  closing  con- 
trary to  regulation  had  been  introduced  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  send  out  a  caution : 

"If  any  such  changes  as  those  referred  to  are  deemed 
advisable,  they  can  only  be  authorized  by  Grand  Chapter,  and 
hence  the  only  proper  course  to  be  taken  in  the  matter  is  to 
apply  for  such  authorization." 

Among  the  items  of  interest  in  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Montreal  district  was  the  following: 

"On  Friday  evening,  January  J 3th  of  this  year,  Carnarvon 
Chapter  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from  the  hands  of  Ex. 
Comp.  Dr.  A.  W.  Winnett,  First  Principal  of  Ancient  Frontenac 
and  Cataraqui  Chapter,  Kingston,  the  gold  travelling  Triangle 
which  was  conceived  and  starred  on  its  travels  by  the  St.  Patrick 
Chapter,  Toronto. 

"It  is  on  a  journey  around  the  world  and  to  be  deposited 
with  only  one  Chapter  in  each  Province  or  State. 

"  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Winnett  was  accompanied  by  a  very  large 
delegation  of  Companions  from  Kingston  and  the  West. 

"  Ex.  Comp.  W.  S.  Milne,  of  the  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  was 
present  and  gave  an  interesting  account  of  its  travels  up  to  its 
reception  here." 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Scribe  PI  and  Grand  Treas- 
urer, while  not  lengthy,  were  very  encouraging  and  indi- 
cated a  decided  advance.  That  from  the  Grand  Lecturer 
gave  a  very  good  idea  of  conditions  in  the  Chapters  so  far 
as  the  ceremonial  working  is  concerned.  Apparently  all 
is  well  in  this  respect  in  Quebec  and  should  be  so  under 
R.  E.  Comp.  Phillips'  watchful  eye.  An  incident  of  one 
of  his  visits  is  worth  reproducing  as  furnishing  an  ex- 
ample that  might  well  be  followed  elsewhere : 

"  An  interesting  innovation  upon  the  ordinary  routine  work 
of  a  Chapter  took  place  at  one  of  Carnarvon's  convocations, 
when  Ex.  Comp.  Francis  delivered  a  brief  but  instructive  lecture 
on  the  arrangement  of  the  banners  and  Standards  in  use  in  a 
Royal  Arch  Chapter;  this  was  followed  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev. 
G.  A.  McLennan  reading  an  able  and  exhaustive  paper  on  the 
colors,  and  devices  of  the  same.  The  paper  also  dealt  with 
the  arrangement  of  the  Twelve  Tribes  as  indicated  by  the 
precious  stones  set  in  the  Breastplate  of  the  High  Priest.  The 
efforts  of  both  were  much  appreciated  by  the  Companions.  It 
was   a  step  in   the   right  direction.     I   note  with  much  pleasure 
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that  the  paper  read  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  McLennan  has  since  gained 
the  warm  approval  of  Bro.  Gibson,  an  eminent  English  Masonic 
historian." 

The  Rev.  Companion  above  mentioned,  it  may  be 
added,  is  a  much-esteemed  product  of  this  jurisdiction, 
having  presided  over  the  Chapter  at  Havelock,  Ont,  prior 
to  his  removal  to  the  sister  province. 

A  Companion  of  a  Montreal  Chapter  complained  of 
being  illegally  suspended.  He  claimed  an  agreement 
whereby  his  fees  for  the  degrees  were  to  be  covered  by 
his  services  as  organist.  He  had  been  a  member  for  a 
number  of  years  and  paid  his  dues.  When  he  requested 
a  dimit  the  Chapter  demanded  the  unpaid  fees  and,  ignor- 
ing the  alleged  agreement,  suspended  him.  The  Juris- 
prudence Committee  inclined  to  the  Companion's  story 
and  Grand  Chapter  approved. 

"  It  is  evident  that  there  must  have  been  some  understanding 
such  as  he  speaks  of  with  reference  to  performing  the  duties 
of  Organist  in  lieu  of  paying  fees,  thereby  constituting  him  a 
Serving  Companion,  otherwise  the  Chapter  would  have  violated 
the  Constitution  by  not  having  exacted  the  payment  of  fees 
prior  to  his  having  received  his  degrees,  and  being  admitted 
into  membership.     Consequently  your  Committee  are  of  opinion 

that  Comp.  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  any  doubt  and 

should  receive  his  dimit  after  having  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Chapter  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  dues." 

A  resolution  to  the  effect  that  a  certain  portion  of  the 
closing  ceremony  of  the  Royal  Arch  required  by  the  pres- 
ent ritual  be  amended  as  per  a  proposed  plan  which  was 
submitted. 

A  very  pleasant  hour  after  closing  was  spent  by  the 
members  of  Grand  Chapter  in  the  banquet  hall,  as  guests 
of  the  Montreal  Chapters. 

M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  again  contributes  the 
dainty  report  on  Correspondence.  True,  its  size  does  not 
commend  it,  but  the  meat  is  there.  The  general  "  quiet, 
steady  progress,"  as  he  remarks,  does  not  furnish  much 
material  for  comment,  yet  he  culls  judicially  as  he  moves 
along.  He  has  the  usual  good  word  for  Canada  when  he 
makes  his  friendly  call,  and  for  personal  observations  he 
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commands  our  gratitude.  We  echo  his  hope  for  amend- 
ment and  can  report,  with  a '  compatriot,  that  at  present 
writing  "  there  is  no  improvement  for  the  worse." 

He  is  a  sturdy  opponent  of  the  modern  "  reformer." 
As  an  instance,  he  rebukes  the  New  Jersey  reporter  for 
lending  countenance  to  a  phase  of  the  pernicious  legisla- 
tion which  is  so  repugnant  to  upholders  of  Masonry  as 
it  was,  and  was  intended  to  be  for  all  time.  He  expressed 
regret  that  the  author  of  an  otherwise  acceptable  report 
"  should  have  ranged  himself  under  the  banner  of  those 
who  so  forget  the  landmarks  as  to  favor  class  legislation 
and  to  deprive  subordinate  lodges  and  Chapters  of  their 
ancient  privilege  of  selecting  their  own  material." 

"  This  lack  of  temperate  consideration  in  a  fraternity  sup- 
posed to  stand  for  temperance  in  all  things  is  much  to  be  de- 
plored, and  no  pawky,  sentimental  pleading  beside  the  question 
will  excuse  it  in  the  estimation  of  thoughtful  and  reasoning 
Companions." 

Commenting  on  the  Wyoming  writer's  idea  of  General 
Grand  Chapter,  he  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  the  general 
estimate  and  utility  of  that  much-criticized  body  and 
added: 

"  Perhaps,  we  are  too  fond  of  our  State,  Provincial,  and 
Masonic  independence  in  Canada,  but  we  should  certainly  not 
like  to  have  to  stand  the  yoke  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  or 
General  Grand  Chapter,  whether  Continental,  Canadian,"  or 
American." 

And  echo  answers  "  Hear,  hear." 

T.  A.  Emmans,  Montreal,  Grand  Z. 

Will  H.  Whyte,  Montreal,  Grand  Scribe  E. 


Rhode  Island 

Chapters   .  .    10.  Members   .  .   3,977. 

It  must  appear  difficult  of  realization  to  Companions 
of  jurisdictions  far  afield  whose  ideas  of  consolidated 
strength  combined  with  hoary  old  age  are  of  a  nebulous 
character  that  nearly  four  thousand  Capitular  stalwarts 
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are  comprised  in  ten  Chapters  under  a  Grand  body  which 
has  existed  for  a  hundred  and  thirteen  years.  Yet  such  is 
"  Little  Rhody's  "  proud  record,  and  when  it  is  remem- 
bered that  fifty  per  cent,  of  its  lodge  membership  are  en- 
rolled under  the  Royal  Arch  banner  its  claim  to  distinc- 
tion is  no  light  one. 

Providence,  as  of  yore,  was  the  host  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  thirteenth  Annual  Convocation  on  the  14th  day 
of  March,  191 1,  and  as  on  former  occasions  the  Com- 
panions were  present  in  goodly  numbers  and  a  number  of 
visitors  from  New  York,  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts, 
in  addition  to  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  added  dig- 
nity to  the  assemblage. 

At  the  outset  of  his  address  the  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest,  William  H.  Scott,  cordially  welcomed  the  head  of 
the  General  Grand  and,  referring  to  that  august  body, 
contributed  the  following  bit  of  history : 

"  The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  was  one 
of  the  constituent  members  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  United  States  in  1798.  Such  pro- 
minent Companions  from  Rhode  Island  as  Thomas  Smith  Webb, 
Abraham  L.  Clarke,  Otis  Ammidon,  William  Wilkinson,  and 
Peter  Grinnell,  bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  its  constitution  and 
in  the  formulation  of  a  well-defined  system  of  government  for 
that  body.  And  our  Grand  Chapter  continued  its  allegiance 
until  1862,  when  by  the  omission  of  the  Triennial  Convocation  for 
that  year  by  the  General  Grand  Body,  many  of  our  members 
regarded  such  failure  to  meet  as  the  extinction  of  its  organic  life, 
and  spread  upon  our  records  a  resolution  of  their  judgment 
to  that  effect.  But  at  our  Annual  Convocation  in  1897,  through 
the  good  offices  of  M.  E.  Companion  Albert  L.  Anthony,  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  our  Grand  Chapter,  after  the  lapse  of  thirty- 
five  years,  realizing  the  strength  that  results  from  union,  cheer- 
fully voted  to  renew  its  relations  with  the  General  Grand  Body." 

Feelingly  he  touched  upon  the  deaths  of  Past  Grand 
High  Priests  George  Henry  Kenyon,  Rev.  Henry  Warren 
Rugg  and  Caleb  h.  B.  Knight,  all  Companions  of  ability 
and  sterling  worth  as  Masons  and  citizens. 

Viewing  the  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft,  he  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  modern  modes  of  travel  had 
altered   the   complexion   of   matters    Masonic   in   Rhode 
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Island  and  suggested  a  re-locating  of  some  Chapters  for 
the  general  benefit.  He  had  about  covered  the  jurisdic- 
tion as  a  visitor  and  knew  whereof  he  spoke. 

He  decided  that  a  Brother  hailing  from  the  sister 
jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania  who  had  lived  in  Rhode 
Island  for  six  months  could  not  apply  for  the  Chapter 
degrees  until  he  had  completed  a  twelve  months'  residence 
nor  could  a  willingness  to  release  him  on  the  part  of  his 
former  lodge  be  taken  into  consideration. 

This  adamantine  ruling  was,  it  appears,  based  on  the 
Grand  Lodge  edict,  Grand  Chapter  not  having  provided 
for  such  contingency,  but  whereas  the  Grand  Lodge  regu- 
lation was  presumably  intended  for  an  applicant  for  ad- 
mission to  the  Craft,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  it 
fits  in  the  case  of  a  well-tried  and  approved  brother 
whose  claim  is  supported  by  those  who  had  known  him 
perhaps  for  years.  To  further  tangle  the  question,  he 
stated  that  as  the  brother  had  relinquished  Pennsylvania 
for  a  residence  in  Rhode  Island  and  was  not  now  in  its 
jurisdiction  the  former  had  no  right  to  release  jurisdic- 
tion over  a  brother  over  whom  it  had  no  authority. 
Rather  queer  position  for  the  poor  brother,  who  under 
such  ruling  was  a  "  nobody's  child  "  for  twelve  months 
at  least. 

The  Committee  to  which  the  Grand  High  Priest's  rul- 
ing was  referred  approved  of  it,  but  added  to  his  recom- 
mendation that  a  resolution  be  adopted  to  the  effect  that 
where  Grand  Chapter  was  defective  in  law  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  edict  on  disputed  matter  be  the  accepted  fiat. 

"  We  are  not,  however,  in  accord  with  the  resolution  he 
offers  in  connection  therewith,  and  recommend  that  it  be  not 
adopted.  Tf  our  laws  are  not  sufficient  for  our  government,  let 
us  make  them  so.  Let  us  not  return  to  the  practice  of  a  half 
century  ago  when  we  looked  to  some  other  body  for  precedents 
to  be  followed  in  our  government." 

Apparently  there  is  yet  something  to  learn  for  this  old 
Grand  body. 

Another  complicated  case  of  territorial  claim  was  the 
occasion  of  correspondence  with  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, which  was  happily  adjusted. 
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From  the  Grand  Secretary's  report  it  is  gathered  that 
Grand  Chapter  exacts  a  tax  of  $3.00  on  each  exaltation 
in  addition  to  the  per  capita.  It  has  a  comfortable  balance 
of  some  eight  thousand  dollars  and  investments  of  nearly 
nine  thousand. 

A  petition  from  a  number  of  Companions  of  River- 
side for  a  new  Chapter  was  one  of  the  unusual  features 
of  the  Convocation. 

Wyoming  and  Idaho  were  formally  recognized  as  legi- 
timately constituted  Grand  Chapters. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Comp.  Nathan  Kingsley,  General  Grand  High  Priest, 
delivered  an  eloquent  address  upon  the  subject  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry. 

M.  E.  Comp.  S.  Penrose  Williams  expressed  some 
diffidence  in  taking  up  the  Correspondent's  pen  so  long 
ably  held  by  the  lamented  Rev.  Dr.  Rugg,  but  whether 
as  he  states  it  is  a  'prentice  hand  that  grasps  it  or  other- 
wise, it  can  be  safely  predicted  that  he  has  come  to  stay. 
He  is  apparently  impressed  by  Canada's  methods,  judg- 
ing from  his  review  of  our  Proceedings  for  1910: 

"It  seems  fair  to  presume  that  notwithstanding  the  exten- 
sive territory  comprehended  in  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  it  stands  unexcelled  b}'  any  jurisdiction  in  the  careful 
supervision  and  undoubted  information  it  always  has  of  the 
condition  of  its  Chapters." 

He  has  a  favorable  word  for  the  reporter,  and  we  may 
add  that  while  we  entertained  a  high  esteem  for  his  pre- 
decessor whose  brief  acquaintance  in  life  we  were  privi- 
leged to  enjoy,  and  delighted  to  quote  the  wisdom  that  his 
annual  reports  teemed  with,  yet  we  feel  assured  that  his 
mantle  has  fallen  on  no  unworthy  successor  and  we  shall 
look  to  see  Rhode  Island's  reputation  nobly  maintained. 

George  C.  Knight,  Woonsocket,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  R.  Greene,  Providence,  Grand  Secretary. 
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South  Carolina 

Chapters   .  .   31.  Members   .  .   2,584. 

The  14th  day  of  February,  191 1,  was  red  marked  in 
the  history  of  this  good  old  Grand  Chapter,  for  on  that 
date,  in  the  City  of  Charleston,  the  Companions  celebrated 
in  Grand  Convocation  its  One  hundredth  anniversary. 
Among  the  two  dozen  representatives  of  other  Grand 
Chapters  present  to  offer  their  felicitations  was  Canada's 
envoy,  Companion  W.  W.  Wannamaker. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  E.  Gantt,  Grand  High  Priest,  said : 

"To-day  marks  the  end  of  the  first  century  of  the  existence 
of  this  Grand  Body,  and  what  a  century  it  has  been !  No  period 
of  equal  length  has  witnessed  the  marvels  which  will  make  it 
memorable  in  the  annals  of  all  history.  Everywhere,  on  every 
side,  the  skill  of  the  operative  Mason  and  his  companion  Crafts- 
men has  wrought  new  miracles." 

If  there  was  a  cloud  on  the  celebration  it  was  owing 
to  the  absence  of  the  revered  Grand  Secretary,  Jacob  T. 
Barron,  who  had  passed  away  in  the  September  pre- 
viously, "  the  familiar  figure,  the  manly  form  and  ringing 
voice  "  of  the  beloved  Companion  were  sadly  missed. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  as  comprehen- 
sive as  it  was  concise.  He  had  no  new  Chapters  to  report 
and  gave  but  one  unimportant  decision.  He  recom- 
mended a  contribution  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  the 
fund  for  the  Masonic  Home,  which  had  reached  nearly 
$60,000,  and  announced  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  the 
State  was  in  a  very  healthy  condition. 

Comp.  O.  Frank  Hart,  who  succeeds  the  lamented 
Comp.  Barron,  presented  a  very  acceptable  report. 

A  petition  was  received  from  a  Chapter  asking  for 
legislation  that  would  compel  "  suitable  proficiency  "  and 
so  check  the  eagerness  to  reach  the  feathers  and  fez  was 
submitted  to  a  committee  to  ponder  and  report  at  next 
Annual. 

An  effort  to  bring  the  Council  degrees  under  the 
Chapter  wing  is  also  to  be  considered. 
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The  Centennial  banquet  in  the  evening  was  served  in 
the  ballroom  of  the  St.  John  hotel.  The  table  was  in  the 
form  of  an  ellipse.  The  walls  were  decorated  with  potted 
plants  and  the  table  was  beautiful  with  choice  cut  flowers. 
In  a  corner  of  the  banquet  hall,  banked  with  palms,  a 
select  orchestra  had  position,  dispensing  delightful  num- 
bers during  the  banquet  and  between  the  speeches. 

M.  W.  Bro.  James  R.  Johnson,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  contributed  a  most  interesting  and  valuable 
historical  sketch  of  Masonry  in  the  State,  and  the  newly 
installed  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Jas.  L.  Michie,  gave 
a  brief  story  of  the  rise  and  vicissitudes  of  the  Royal 
Arch  in  South  Carolina  in  the  early  days,  winding  up 
with  a  picture  of  present  happy  conditions. 

A  sketchy  report  on  Correspondence  was  prepared 
by  Grand  Secretary  Hart,  whose  list  of  representatives 
shows  South  Carolina's  Companion  in  Canada  as 
"  Toney,"  and  later,  in  his  favorable  review  of  this  juris- 
diction, he  appears  as  "  Jones."  We  rather  suspect  that 
the  genial  R.  E.  Companion  Toner  might,  at  a  pinch  and 
in.  a  good  cause,  stand  for  "  Jones  "  without  flinching, 
but  to  be  held  up  as  "  Toney  "  is  something  to  raise  an 
ire  that  even  the  most  aggravating  situation  has  not  yet 
brought  to  the  surface.  "  Toney?"  No,  sir.  The  soft 
impeachment  is,  on  his  behalf,  promptly  denied. 

With  Canada's  hearty  congratulations  and  the  earnest 
hope  that  its  second  century  may  be  inaugurated  with  a 
promising  period  of  usefulness,  we  pass  from  the  Palmetto 
State  feeling  it  to  be  in  good  hands. 

Jas.  L.  Michie,  Darlington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

O.  Frank  Hart,  Columbia,  Grand  Secretary. 

South  Dakota 

Chapters   .  .   35.  Members   .  .   2,936. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  South  Dakota  met 
in  Twenty-second  Annual  Convocation  at  Masonic  Tem- 
ple, in  the  City  of  Chamberlain,  on  Thursday,  June  15, 
1911. 
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The  attendance  was  good  and  included  eight  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  and  eighteen  representatives  of  sister 
Grand  Chapters.  The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  Frank 
A.  Brown,  at  the  outset  discouraged  anticipations  of  an 
oratorical  feast,  if  any  existed. 

"  In  this  address  I  shall  confine  my  efforts  to  a  business-like 
statement  of  facts  and  conditions  without  attempt  at  literary 
style,  polished  periods  or  flights  of  fancy." 

But  he  contrived  to  introduce  our  ancient  friend  "  the 
grim  reaper  "  in  the  customary  place. 

Three  Chapters  were  constituted  and  an  application 
for  a  new  one  was  held  over  for  Grand  Chapter  to  deal 
with. 

Of  his  "  intended  "  visitations  he  had  this  to  say,  and 
surely  allowance  was  made  by  the  Companions : 

"  The  itinerary  was  about  arranged,  but  my  anticipated 
pleasure  was  doomed  to  failure.  The  surgeons  got  after  me 
and  held  high  carnival  with  my  internal  economy  on  the  operat- 
ing table  and  then  banished  me  to  a  warmer  climate  for  the 
winter.  Returning  in  April,  the  time  for  '  visitations  '  had  slipped 
away,  and  so  I  pass  on  to  join  those  who  have  preceded  me,  and 
to  say  with  them,  '  I  intended  to  but  didn't.'  " 

Grand  Lecturer  Ives  was  hopeful  about  the  Chapters, 
many  of  which  displayed  a  singular  apathy  and  lack  of 
interest  in  the  work  and  were  a  sad  contrast  to  the  well- 
officered  and  well-worked  Chapters  which  it  was  his 
privilege  to  visit. 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  more  optimistic.  He  was  of 
the  opinion  that  the  life  of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  a 
record  of  unbroken  activity  and  he  looked  to  the  future 
with  confidence.  His  report  gave  every  indication  of 
prosperity. 

After  Grand  High  Priest  Brown  had  been  decorated, 
the  matter  of  presenting  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel 
to  the  families  of  deceased  Grand  High  Priests  was  dis- 
cussed and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which 
apparently  agreed. 
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The  diligent  writer  of  the  Correspondence  report, 
M.  E.  Comp.  Levoy,  has  embellished  this  year's  compila- 
tion with  inset  photo-engravings  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
taries, an  original  and  rather  attractive  addition.  His 
review  did  not  include  Canada  because,  he  says,  Canada's 
volume  did  not  reach  him,  yet  it  was  duly  mailed  to  Com- 
panion Pettigrew  about  a  month  following  the  Annual 
Convocation  in  February.    Let  us  mingle  our  regrets. 

Jacob  J.  Nissen,  Yankton,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls,  Grand  Secretary. 

Tennessee 

Chapters   .  .   84.  Members   .  .   4,979. 

"  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  we  hold  our  annual  convocation  in  our  own 
home,  erected  jointly  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  and  this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  where,  I  trust, 
for  many  years  to  come  we  may  meet  with  glad  hearts 
and  in  memory  live  again  the  happy  scenes  of  the  past." 
With  these  pleasant  words  the  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
Jesse  T.  Spaulding,  prefaced  his  address  to  the  Eighty- 
second  Annual  Convocation  in  the  new  Freemason's  Hall 
at  Nashville  on  March  6th,  191 1.  There  were  to  hear 
him  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  Companions,  officers 
and  representatives  of  74  Chapters. 

In  the  previous  May  the  ever-faithful  Grand  Secre- 
tary, R.  E.  Companion  William  A.  Clendening,  had  been 
taken  by  death  after  protracted  illness,  his  son  acting  for 
him  until  the  end,  when  the  appointment  fell  to  M.  E. 
Comp.  J.  B.  Garrett. 

The  condition  of  the  Chapters  gave  the  G.  H.  P.  much 
concern  and  he  visited  not  a  few. 

"The  present  system  of  inspection,  in  my  judgment,  is  a 
failure.  It  has  revealed  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  ritual,  in 
many  Chapters,  truly  deplorable.  We  have  some  Chapters  whose 
officers  could  not  open  or  close  their  Chapters  in  a  creditable 
manner,  much  less  confer  the  several  degrees." 
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He  recommended  a  complete  change  in  the  system 
of  inspection  and  with  other  changes  hoped  to  effect  a 
beneficial  change.  One  new  Chapter  was  authorized  by 
him  and  two  charters  were  seized  for  failure  of  the  Com- 
panions to  meet  for  more  than  a  year.  Another  volun- 
tarily yielded  up  the  ghost. 

One  of  his  installations  was  to  publicly  instal  officers. 
This  is  a  doubtful  method  of  creating  enthusiasm. 

His  decisions  included  a  veto  against  a  stiff  right  knee, 
although  the  disability  existed  when  the  applicant  was 
initiated,  and  with  approval  of  G.  L.  authorities. 

He  commended  the  Home,  and  urged  assistance  for 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  its  effort  to  maintain  the  worthy 
institution. 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee  reported  in  favor  of 
the  continuance  of  the  one  dollar  capitation  tax  with  five 
dollars  for  each  exaltation,  and  recommended  the  speedy 
liquidation  of  Grand  Chapter's  indebtedness,  $8,000,  on 
the  new  building. 

An  appreciative  review  of  Canada  for  1910  is  included 
in  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  McClister's  eighth  report  on  Corres- 
pondence. In  his  careful  inspection  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ters he  notes  everything  of  value  and  furnishes  an  excel- 
lent and  instructive  compendium  for  his  Companions. 

Archibald  N.  Slom,  Chattanooga,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  B.  Garrett,  Nashville,  Grand  Secretary. 

Texas 

Chapters   .  .   249.  Members   .  .    16,670. 

For  the  sixty-first  time  the  good  Companions  of  Texas 
met  in  Annual  Convocation  at  Waco  on  the  5th  Decem- 
ber, 1910.  Grand  High  Priest  J.  J.  Gallaher  presided  and 
he  was  supported  by  a  formidable  array  of  the  old  bri- 
gade, which  included  a  Bryan,  Riley,  Fitzpatrick,  Grogan 
and  other  Texan  Milesians  of  stout  heart  and  upright 
intentions. 
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M.  E.  Comp.  Gallaher  was  in  a  serious  mood  and 
wandered  ecstatically  in  the  ether  for  a  moment  or  two 
before  getting  down  to  earthly  facts. 

He  paused  to  wonder  whether  Masonry  was  anywhere 
about  "  when  the  morning  stars  first  sang  together."  The 
Eastern  variety,  good  singers  too;  were  not  coeval  with 
the  vocalists  of  the  early  dawn  or  he  would,  no  doubt, 
have  given  them  precedence.  Or  perhaps  it  may  have 
been  revealed  to  the  more  prosaic  laborers  at  the  building 
of  the  Temple,  or,  again,  it  may  have  discovered  itself 
"  in  the  mystical  teachings  of  Pythagoras  or  Plato."  It 
did  not  occur  to  him  to  hazard  a  guess  on  the  possibilities 
of  Boston,  Mass. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  he  was  impressed  with  its  mighty 
power  for  good  and  did  not  consider  any  phrases  too  or- 
nate to  do  it  sufficient  justice. 

"  The  principles  upon  which  its  foundations  are  laid  silently 
entered  the  world  with  the  light  of  creation,  revealing  to  man 
the  things  that  were  helpful,  that  he  might  partake  of  their 
benefits,  and  discovering  those  that  were  hurtful,  that  he  might 
escape  their  penalties." 

"  These  principles  come  to  man  as  warmth  from  the  sun. 
generating  that  which  is  noble  and  uplifting  in  his  nature,  and 
nourishing  it  until  it  reaches  a  glorious  fruitage  in  his  life. 
Many  times  Masonry  has  been  the  silent  governor  in  equating 
the  divergent  forces  in  the  political  and  moral  lives  of  individuals 
and  communities;  and,  like  the  Gulf  Stream,  it  has  entered  the 
high  seas  in  the  lives  and  destinies  of  nations,  tempering  the 
extreme  currents  of  tyranny,  subserviency,  oppression,  and  re- 
bellion, until  every  individual,  in  every  land  and  clime,  is,  in  some 
sense,  a  partaker  of  its  privileges  and  a  recipient  of  its  benefits." 

Not  a  word  against  Gallaher,  after  that.  Coming 
down  to  mundane  affairs,  the  worthy  Grand  High  Priest 
extolled  the  Grand  Visitors  for  their  zealous  work.  He 
told  of  the  many  Chapters  constituted  and  new  ones 
started.  It's  a  poor  year  when  Texas  is  not  busy  along 
these  lines.  He  refused  dispensations  too  and  had  to 
wrestle  with  questions  of  "  temporary  quarters,"  remov- 
als, Chapters  burned  out,  the  disposal  of  Chapter  property 
and  other  complicated  matters  that  falls  to  the  lot  of  a 
Texan  ruler. 
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Then  again  he  had  no  fewer  than  eighteen  knotty 
questions  directed  at  him,  on  which,  of  course,  he  had  to 
render  eighteen  decisions.  He  pleaded  eloquently  for  the 
Aged  Masons'  Home,  which  he  said  had.  become  "  a  posi- 
tive reality,"  and  referred  to  several  circular  letters  which 
he  had  sent  out  at  intervals  and  which  were  pertinent  and 
probably  necessary. 

"  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  aspire  to  fill  the  office  of 
Grand  High  Priest,  I  will  say,  it  is  far  from  a  nominal  position. 
You  will  find  all  around  you  sorrows  that  you  ought  to  solace, 
cold  hearts  that  you  ought  to  warm,  perplexed  ones  whom  you 
may  guide,  discouraged  Companions  whom  you  should  cheer, 
and  tempted  ones  that  you  ought  to  strengthen." 

And  no  doubt  he  had  a  trying  time,  but  that  he  lived 
up  to  his  promises  nobody  can  deny.  It  is  an  achievement 
to  successfully  get  through  a  year  of  work  in  Texas. 

Grand  Secretary  Bryan  reported  a  net  gain  of  1,227 
and  a  satisfactory  financial  showing. 

Grand  Orator  Lane  gave  a  rather  nice  but  brief  dis- 
course on  "  The  essence  of  Masonry,"  but,  like  a  majority 
of  his  kind,  got  a  little  off  the  blazed  trail. 

The  ladies  of  the  Eastern  Star  wrote  asking  for  per- 
mission to  meet  in  the  Grand  Chapter  room,  as  the  local 
Masonic  bodies  had  lost  their  hall  by  fire  and,  being 
homeless,  were  unable  to  exercise  their  hospitable  intent. 
Their  persuasive  missive  closed  with  these  touching  and 
suggestive  words:  "  We  feel  that  our  intimate  association 
with  your  Order  will  guarantee  us  a  favorable  considera- 
tion of  our  request." 

Poor  dears.  They  have  come  to  believe  themselves 
"  Masons,"  and  why  should  not  the  brethren  give  them 
the  fraternal  hand  of  assistance,  and  Grand  Chapter 
agreed  to  do  so  provided  the  Grand  Lodge  acquiesced. 

The  numerous  committees  No.  ones  and  No.  twos 
and  on  several  duties  similar,  had  work  to  do  and  appar- 
ently did  it  well.  There  were  no  less  than  three  Com- 
mittees on  Chartered  Chapters,  but  all  passed  off  har- 
moniously. 


APPENDIX  cxlv 

Grand  High  Priest  Gallaher's  address  came  in  for 
much  merited  praise  from  the  committee  to  which  it  was 
referred. 

Following  a  time-honored  custom,  the  retiring  Grand 
High  Priest  presented  to  the  keeping  of  his  successor  "  the 
seal  of  office  and  the  Morris  cane,"  with  appropriate  re- 
marks, and  the  former  was  presented  with  a  jewel,  as  a 
token  of  esteem  from  the  Grand  Chapter. 

Companion  John  L.  Terrell  is  again  to  the  front  with 
an  admirable  report  on  Correspondence,  in  which  Canada 
for  1910  gets  more  than  its  share.  He  deals  very  gently 
with  our  imperfections  and  is  not  slow  to  praise  where  he 
thinks  it  may  do  good.  He  probably  missed  the  point  in 
the  criticism  of  the  poet-laureate  creation.  There  was 
not  a  particle  of  jealousy  or  anything  kindred  in  the  choos- 
ing of  the  author  of  "  Oh,  Colraine,"  for  the  position  by 
the  Companions  of  Chicago.  They  deserved  it.  The 
frigid  presumption  in  their  appropriation  of  the  word 
"  Canada  "  in  connection  with  the  title  was  what  roused 
the  ire  of  the  "  amoosin'  cuss "  whose  budding  effu- 
sion we  reproduced,  and  who  yearns  to  climb  the  dizzy 
heights  already  surmounted,  with  Illinois  assistance,  by 
the  gifted  Arkansas  Companion.  It  would  be  cruel,  to 
say  the  least,  were  we  to  handicap  aspiring  genius  by 
a  show  of  discouragement. 

We  thank  him  much  for  his  reference  to  our  noble 
steed,  not  that  the  reference  is  of  much  value,  but  it  is  a 
recognition  of  our  ability  to  "  cavort,"  and  when  we  add 
that  the  keen  enjoyment  of  overcoming  obstacles,  formid- 
able though  they  appear,  on  the  back  of  an  animal  of  pure 
blood  and  ancient  pedigree,  the  exercise  becomes  as  fas- 
cinating as  it  is  undoubtedly  exhilarating.  Monotonous  ? 
Not  much. 

He  quotes  one  of  the  "  grave  and  reverend  seignors  " 
who  had  remarked  on  the  "  doctrine  " :  "If  three-fourths 
of  the  thinking  Masons  of  the  world  who  hold  to  that 
principle,  etc."  He  might  have  substituted  "United 
States  "  for  "  the  world  "  and  have  been  nearer  to  accur- 
acy.   Not  even  a  Sherlock  Holmes  with  a  search  warrant 
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in  every  pocket,  could  find  a  corporal's  guard  of  "  holders 
to  that  principle  "  outside  our  Uncle  Samuel's  territory. 

Companion  Terrell  is  a  treat,  and  we  will  look  for- 
ward to  his  next  with  anticipation. 

Joe  Adams,  Crockett,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  A.  Bryan,  Cleburne,  Grand  Secretary. 

Vermont 

Chapters   .  .   30.  Members   .  .   4,147. 

At  Burlington  on  the  16th  of  June  the  Ninety-fourth 
Annual  Convocation  was  opened  by  the  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  Comp.  Henry  S.  Root  supported  by  his  offi- 
cers and  an  attendance  of  nearly  one  hundred,  including 
eight  Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  address  was  of  the  cheerful 
kind.  Grand  Chapter's  success  was  mainly  due,  he  said, 
to  the  wise  counsel  and  zeal  of  the  faithful  old-timers 
whose  affection  for  the  Royal  Craft  was  not  of  the  ephe- 
meral type.  To  those  of  them  who  had  closed  their  eyes 
in  death  he  had  words  of  kindly  tribute. 

"  We  shall  bail  them  no  more  :  they  have  taken  their  Dimit 
from  this  Grand  Body  and  have  joined  that  Celestial  Grand 
Body  where  the  Supreme  Grand  tJigh  Priest  presides,  and  we 
trust  they  passed  the  last  veil  bearing  that  signet  which  will 
admit  them  to  the  presence  of  that  Supreme  Grand  Council  and 
hear  the  welcome,  '  We  are  pleased  to  see  you.' " 

Without  any  intent  or  desire  to  be  flippant,  one  would 
like  to  know  if  the  above  is  ritualistically  accurate? 

The  mundane  greeting  seen  in  cold  type  and  in  such 
relation  has  all  the  appearance  of  thoughtless,  if  well- 
meant,  utterance.  Suppose  a  Companion  of  old  country 
origin  who  adhered  to  the  vernacular  was  placed  in  the 
position  of  chief  ruler  and  had  in  all  the  sincerity  of 
good  intention  used  the  salutation  familiar  to  his  tongue 
and  gave  it  as  coming  from  Divine  source.  Few  indeed 
but  would  be  shocked.  Yet  the  expression  comes  from 
him  just  as  naturally  and  probably  with  as  much  pious 
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sincerity  as  the  other.     Better  to  hold  fast  by  the  letter 
of  the  inspired  Word  if  adverse  criticism  is  to  be  avoided. 

There  can  be  no  doubting  the  genuine  faith  or  purpose 
of  the  good  Companion  or  any  desire  on  his  part  to  lapse 
from  the  serious  train  of  thought  inspired  by  his  subject. 
Nevertheless  the  inclination  to  ring  a  change  from  the 
monotony  of  other  speakers  on  the  same  theme  is  appar- 
ently responsible  for  the  unconsidered  phrase.  Writers 
there  are  who  have  enlarged  upon  the  light  vein  in  which 
the  Almighty  has  frequently,  in  this  connection,  been  al- 
luded to.  Names  to  conform  with  Masonic  titular  dis- 
tinctions being  most  familiar,  and  which  in  the  mouths  of 
our  rulers  sound  harsh  and  irreverent,  without  being 
meant  as  such. 

We  agree  with  them  that  sacred  things  should  be 
treated  with  due  solemnity  and  that  all  such  carelessness 
in  dealing  with  the  Sacred  Name  is  directly  contrary  to 
our  teachings  as  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  a  painstaking  observer  of 
the  working  in  his  jurisdiction,  visiting  all  the  district 
meetings  and  encouraging  the  workers,  A  high  standard 
of  efficiency  was  the  result  of  the  labors  of  the  Grand 
Lecturer  and  the  district  officers. 

A  year  previously  a  petition  had  been  received  asking 
for  a  dispensation  to  form  a  Chapter  at  Richford.  Since 
that  time  a  request  had  been  made  for  a  return  of  the 
petition,  which  was  granted. 

During  his  year  no  matter  of  grievance  had  been 
brought  to  notice,  nor  was  he  called  upon  to  render  any 
decisions.  "  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity." 

He  urged  that  the  present  fees  from  subordinate  Chap- 
ters were  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  usual  annual  expenses 
and  leaving  the  exchequer  without  any  funds  for  recipro- 
cating fraternal  courtesies,  such  as  visiting  other  Grand 
jurisdictions  and  entertaining  visiting  Companions,  a 
pleasure  and  privilege  that  the  present  Grand  officers  had 
been  obliged  to  forego. 
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A  per  capita  tax  of  ten  cents  in  addition  to  the  exist- 
ing tax  was  recommended  and  agreed  to. 

He  expressed  dissatisfaction  with  the  use  of  substi- 
tutes and  urged  the  abolition  of  the  practice.  The  com- 
mittee held  that  the  use  of  substitutes  when  necessary  had 
been  the  usage  of  Vermont  from  time  immemorial  and  is 
further  approved  and  permissible  by  the  regulations  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  "  to  which  we  profess  alleg- 
iance."   With  this  dictum  Grand  Chapter  agreed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  gave 
merited  praise  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  for  his  zealous 
work,  and  among  other  things  said : 

"  It  has  not  often,  if  ever  before,  occurred,  that  we  have 
had  a  Grand  High  Priest  who  has  lived  beyond  the  Scriptural 
allotted  age  of  man,  and  yet  be  in  the  prime  of  life  in  looks 
and  actions,  as  well  as  in  mental  vigor.  He  is  not  only  a  Root 
(M.  E.  Henry  S.)  but  he  is  the  Trunk  and  Branches,  a  whole 
Tree." 

"This  Tree  (M.  E.  Companion  Root)  located  near  the  line  ■ 
stands  for  Masonic  Reciprocity  with  Canada,  and  welcomes  his 
Brethren  from  the  neighbor  country  to  the  north  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State  on  all  proper  occasions." 

"But  as  Masonic  law  forbid*  any  discussion  or  disputes  of 
state  or  nation  within  the  tiled  Lodge  room,  we  can  only  say 
of  business  reciprocity,  that  M.  E.  Companion  Root,  like  Presi- 
dent Taft,  wears  a  smile  that  never  comes  off." 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Marsh  O.  Perkins,  who  a  year 
previously  had  unavoidably  missed  furnishing  his  Com- 
panions their  annual  feast  of  reading,  gives  them  on  this 
occasion  a  double  allowance  prepared  with  his  usual  care 
and  exercising  much  skill  in  his  selections.  Canada  for 
1909-10  receives  favorable  notice,  quoting  liberally  from 
the  addresses  and  committee  reports,  and  quoting  the 
writer  by  adopting  as  his  concluding  remarks  the  excerpt 
from  the  London  "  Freemason "  touching  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Hungary  and  its  remarkable  philanthropy. 

Under  Washington  he  has  some  pertinent  remarks 
directed  at  the  singular  position  of  that  jurisdiction: 

"We  have  been  a  little  personal  at  times,  but  we  have  no 
apologies  to  make,  as  we  believe,  like  the  Quaker,  when  thee 
hath  something  to  say,  speak  it." 
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"Vermont  for  1909  appears  to  have  especially  attracted  his 
attention.  In  answer  to  our  question  as  to  whether  he  would 
assert  that  a  Companion  hailing  from  Canada  is  not  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  he  says :" 

"  '  Yes,  Companion  Perkins,  we  do  say  here  and  now,  that  a 
so-called  or  self-styled  Companion  who  has  not  received  the 
degrees  of  Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master 
and  Royal  Arch  Mason,  is  not  a  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason.' 

"  We  notice  that  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Masons'  Chapter  of  Washington  exchanges  representatives  with 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  If,  then,  our  Canadian  Com- 
panions are  not  Royal  Arch  Masons,  will  Companion  Blalock 
further  elucidate?" 

It  is  presumed  that  Washington,  like  not  a  few  of  the 
older  jurisdictions,  is  proud  of  bearing  allegiance  to  the 
General  Grand  Chapter.  If  the  latter  august  body  would 
instruct  some  of  its  illy-informed  constituents  in  the 
gentle  art  of  Capitular  comity  it  will  have  done  not  a  little 
towards  justifying  its  existence.  A  declaration  of  the 
above  revolutionary  brand  furnishes  abundant  opportun- 
ity for  missionary  work  on  the  part  of  its  distinguished 
officers  who  are  inclined  in  that  direction.  A  studious 
perusal  of  the  General  Grand's  own  regulations  might 
assist  too  to  enlarge  the  minds  of  some  of  its  admirers 
whose  idea  of  the  Royal  Arch  is  of  very  contracted  dimen- 
sions. Companion  Perkins'  pertinent:  query  will,  perhaps, 
elicit  further  sapient  reply. 

Samuel  T.  Braley,  Rutland,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Henry  H.  Ross,  Burlington,  Grand  Secretary. 

Victoria 

Chapters   . .    18. 

This  young  Grand  Chapter,  like  most  of  those  situated 
under  the  Southern  Cross,  divides  up  its  business  for  the 
year  into  quarterly  sessions,  the  heavy  end  of  it  coming 
on  the  Committee  of  General  Purposes.  At  the  October 
Convocation  the  latter  reported  inter  alia  the  death  of 
R.  E.  Comp.  John  Braim,  who  for  fifteen  years  had  been 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  retiring  from  the  position  in  1909. 
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Comp.  Braim's  thorough  knowledge  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  gained  by  unremitting  labor  and  love  for  the 
institution,  will  make  the  loss  of  his  counsels  greatly  felt. 
The  committee  realized  that  Grand  Chapter  had  lost  not 
only  an  able  advisor  but  a  sincere  and  steadfast  friend. 

The  loss  of  a  Chapter  from  inanition  was  reported. 
The  Goulburn  Valley  Chapter,  No.  18,  having  been  duly 
notified,  and  having  failed  to  show  cause  why  it  should 
not  be  erased  from  the  register  of  Chapters  for  failing  to 
make  returns  and  payments  to  Grand  Chapter  from  May, 
1905,  to  date,  its  erasure  was  decided  upon. 

In  response  to  a  letter  from  the  United  Grand  Lodge 
of  Victoria  inviting  Grand  Chapter  to  contribute  to  a 
memorial  to  His  late  Majesty  King  Edward  VII.,  taking 
the  form  of  a  fund  to  establish  scholarships  for  the  chil- 
dren of  Freemasons,  the  committee  recommended  that  a 
sum  of  ten  guineas  be  contributed. 

"  That  this  Grand  Chapter  considers  the  advisability 
of  allowing  all  Companions  to  be  present  in  private  Chap- 
ter at  the  opening  of  the  Chapter  "  was  a  resolution  dis- 
cussed at  the  January  Convocation. 

The  mover,  in  his  explanatory  remarks,  said  that  it 
was  impossible  to  state  how  the  practice  of  excluding 
Companions  who  were  not  Principals  from  the  opening 
ceremony  originated.  In  181 7  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was 
a  component  part  of  what  we  now  call  the  Installed  Mas- 
ters' degree,  and  an  Installed  Master  had  to  take  the  chair 
in  a  lodge  before  he  could  take  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 
In  the  Installed  Masters'  degree,  as  now  worked,  brethren 
below  that  rank  were  not  admitted,  and  naturally  the 
practice  of  excluding  Companions  at  the  opening  of  a 
Chapter  seemed  to  be  a  relic.  Master  Masons  of  six 
months'  standing  were  now  eligible  to  take  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  and  there  appeared  to  be  no  object  in  restricting 
the  privilege  to  Principals  only. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  reported  that,  in  accordance  with 
instructions,  he  had  communicated  with  the  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  England  and  ascertained  that  a  motion 
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was  passed  in  May,  1902,  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  Su- 
preme Grand  Chapter,  it  is  expedient  that  all  Royal  Arch 
Masons  be  permitted  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of  pri- 
vate Chapters," 

That,  of  course,  decided  the  question,  but  it  may  be 
added  that  Canada  for  many  years  did  precisely  as  Vic- 
toria had  done,  and  probably  the  shocking  example  may 
be  traced  to  this  corner  of  the  globe,  as  our  sister  Grand 
Chapter  may  have  had  some  of  its  earlier  lessons  from 
this  source.  It  is  recalled  that  when  England  made  the 
change  it  arose  out  of  the  discovery  that  nearly  forty 
years  earlier  an  error  had  been  made  in  a  revision  of  the 
ceremony  and  the  oversight  had  been  blindly  overlooked 
during  all  that  long  period,  although  there  was  not  lacking 
a  host  of  observant  Companions  who  questioned  the  pro- 
priety of  excluding  all  but  the  Principals  from  the  open- 
ing preliminaries. 

Elections  were  the  main  feature  of  the  April  quar- 
terly, and  the  installation  ceremony  was  conducted  at  a 
special  towards  the  close  of  the  same  month,  at  which  the 
usual  speeches  of  acceptance  and  congratulation  were  de- 
livered. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
said :  "  There  were  now  very  few  Grand  Chapters  in  the 
sister  States  of  the  Commonwealth,  New  Zealand,  Great 
Britain,  Canada  and  the  United  States  of  America,  who 
were  not  represented  in  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of 
Victoria,  which  world-wide  recognition  of  Companionship 
he  felt  to  be  of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  progress  of 
Royal  Arch  Freemasonry. 

Statistics  of  membership  of  the  various  Chapters 
would  not,  he  said,  be  available  for  a  few  months,  but  he 
was  able  to  say  that  in  nearly  all  there  would  be  an  in- 
crease of  membership  to  report. 

George  E.  Emery,  Melbourne,  Grand  Z. 

G.  L.  Marquand,  Melbourne,  Grand  Scribe  E. 
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Virginia 

Chapters   .  .   65.  Members   .  .   6,217. 

Four  years  beyond  its  century  mark  and  Virginia  con^- 
tinues  as  lively  as  a  youth  at  his  coming  of  age.  Elias 
Lyons  Guy,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  whom  Canada 
recognizes  as  the  holder  of  her  credentials  in  Virginia  and 
congratulates,  opened  the  One  hundred  and  third  Annual 
Convocation  in  Richmond  on  the  25th  October,  19 10. 

He  had  all  his  officers  to  support  him  and  a  brave 
showing  of  delegates  from  the  subordinate  Chapters.  To 
the  "Grim  Tyrant"  he  paid  his  respects  and  expressed 
thankfulness  that  he  had  spared  the  "  official  line."  Some 
day  that  silent  reliever  of  earthly  worries  will  get  after 
some  persons  who  take  pains  to  call  him  harsh  names. 
"  Destroyer,"  "  Reaper,"  "  Tyrant,"  etc.,  always  prefixed 
with  "  Grim." 

Questions  "  propounded "  by  Chapters  were  easily 
answered  by  reference  to  "our  Methodical  Digest,"  so 
that  decisions  were  banished  from  his  official  tribulations. 

One  application  for  a  new  Chapter  was  granted  by  him 
and  subsequent  progress  endorsed  his  dispensation.  In 
another  case  the  petitioners  were  disapproved  by  four 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  same  bailiwick  and  there  was 
a  wordy  war  by  correspondence.  He  declined  to  grant  the 
prayer  until  "  the  different  factions  "  could  agree. 

He  could  not  visit  the  "  Home,"  but  urged  its  claims 
upon  the  Companions. 

Grand  Secretary  Blanks  made  a  most  acceptable  and 
encouraging  report. 

A  busy  year  had  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  good  results 
followed  the  many  visits  to  Chapters  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
W.  J.  Hubard. 

"  I  have  not  exalted  as  many  candidates  this  year  as  I 
did  last,  but  the  instruction  has  been  more  extended.  In 
all  I  have  only  exalted  107  and  conferred  the  subordinate 
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degrees  on  fourteen  others,  making  my  total  of  exalta- 
tions fifteen  hundred  and  seven  since  I  have  been  serving 
you  as  Grand  Lecturer." 

No  doubt  many  of  the  Chapter  rulers  would  welcome 
so  devoted  a  worker. 

By  a  report  from  a  special  committee  it  is  gathered 
that  public  installations  are  favored  in  Virginia.  A  juris- 
diction with  a  hundred  and  four  years  behind  it  would, 
one  should  think,  be  old  enough  to  hesitate  at  such  mod- 
ernism. 

The  retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  Comp.  Guy,  had  a 
handsome  gold  jewel  presented  to  him  prior  to  closing. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  is  to  receive  v$  1,200  as  salary  and 
any  Chapter  desiring  the  Grand  Lecturer  to  visit  and  in- 
struct its  members  shall  pay  his  board  and  a  per  diem  of 
two  dollars  per  day  for  the  time  he  is  engaged. 

Comp.  Chas.  A.  Nesbitt  submits  his  customary  Cor- 
respondence report,  which  is  composed  mainly  of  copious 
extracts  from  the  addresses  of  the  Grand  High  Priests  of 
the  various  Grand  Chapters,  probably  under  the  impres- 
sion that  under  that  exalted  Companion's  head  covering 
is  concentrated  the  wisdom  of  all  those  under  him.  He 
occasionally  gives  the  reporter  a  show,  but  excessive  mod- 
esty constrains  a  suggestive  silence  as  to  his  own  views 
and  opinions. 

Wm.  S.  Matthews,  Big  Stone  Gap,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg,  Grand  Secretary. 

Washington 

Chapters   .  .  Members   .  .   3,426. 

Grand  High  Priest  Fred  J.  Elsensohn  was  not  with 
his  Companions  when  the  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Convo- 
cation assembled  at  Spokane  on  the  19th  June,  191 1.  Im- 
paired health  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  M.  E.  Com- 
panion to  seek  other  climes,  and  was  "  somewhere  east  of 
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Suez  "  about  the  time  when  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
Stone,  in  whom  was  vested  the  authority  of  his  chief, 
opened  the  Grand  Chapter  in  "Ample  "  Form. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Fred  D.  Winn,  Grand  Lecturer,  and 
P.  G.  H.  P.  of  Idaho;  R.  E.  Comp.  Stephen  C.  Court, 
Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland, 
residing  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  and  M.  E.  Comp.  Thomas  H. 
Jones,  P.  G.  H.  P.  of  Arkansas,  were  introduced  and 
received  with  the  Grand  Honors  and  seated  in  the  Grand 
East. 

The  inevitable  visitor  called  on  Washington  in  the 
January  previous  and  took  away  the  first  and  Senior  Past 
Grand  High  Priest,  Louis  Ziegler,  a  wise  and  accom- 
plished Mason.  Companion  Ziegler  rendered  valuable 
service  to  the  Craft  in  the  days  when  the  Masonic  Grand 
Bodies  were  in  the  formative  state.  He  was  twice  elected 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  F.  &  A.  M.  of  Washington. 

The  Deputy  referred  kindly  to  the  fact  that  Rev. 
William  Pelan,  whom  he  had  installed  as  Grand  Chap- 
lain, was  then  sitting  in  his  home  in  the  city  of  their  meet- 
ing in  a  condition  of  almost  total  blindness  awaiting  the 
final  summons.  Even  in  his  enfeebled  state  and  spite  of 
his  advanced  age,  four  score  and  eight,  the  favorite  topic 
of  "  Father  Pelan  "  is  Freemasonry.  He  urged  a  frater- 
nal visit  from  some  of  the  Companions  during  their  stay 
in  Spokane. 

Seattle  applied  for  and  received  a  dispensation  for  a 
new  Chapter,  to  be  known  as  University  Chapter. 

In  concluding  a  brief  address  the  Deputy  desired  to 
congratulate  the  Companions  on  the  happy  condition  that 
exists  in  the  jurisdiction.  The  year  has  been  a  prosperous 
one  in  Capitular  Masonry.  Strong,  healthful  growth  is 
reported  from  all  over  the  State  and  peace  and  harmony 
prevail. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Comp.  Frederick  W.  Colegrove, 
delivered  his  annual  address,  and  on  motion  he  was  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  Grand  Secretary  with  a  copy  of 
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the  same  of  such  portions  as  in  his  judgment  may  be 
printed,  but  up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press  no  copy  had 
been  received  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Grand  Chapter  was  invited  by  the  H.  P.  of 
Yakima  Chapter  No.  21  to  conduct  the  ceremonies  of  set- 
ting the  keystone  of  the  arch  of  the  Masonic  Temple  at 
North  Yakima  that  is  to  be  supplied  by  Yakima  Chapter 
No.  21,  said  stone  being  brought  from  the  Holy  Land. 
This  function,  it  may  be  added,  was  carried  out  and  in 
due  time,  with  much  eclat  and  impressiveness. 

Before  closing,  the  records  state  that  E.  Companion 
Stephen  C.  Court,  of  Vancouver,  B.C.,  gave  the  signs  as 
used  in  that  jurisdiction  and  was  followed  by  M.  E. 
Companion  D.  Lew  Paramore  in  his  annual  instructions 
of  the  signs  as  they  should  be  in  this  jurisdiction. 

As  the  former  Companion  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Canadian  Chapter  at  Vancouver,  but  rather  of  the  Chap- 
ter under  the  Scottish  register  located  at  Victoria,  it  is 
presumed  that  it  was  the  property  of  the  latter  that  he 
was  "  giving  away  "  so  generously. 

Grand  Secretary  Blalock,  as  he  had  done  for  twenty 
years  previously,  presented  his  usual  characteristic  report 
on  Correspondence,  which,  however,  did  not  include  his 
neighbor,  Canada. 

He  does  so  much  culling  himself  that  he  furnishes 
nothing  to  whet  the  keen  appetite  of  others  in  the  same 
business. 

Wesley  C.  Stone,  Spokane,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla,  Grand  Secretary. 

West  Virginia 

Chapters   .  .   38.  Members   .  .   5,304. 

Two  special  Convocations  of  Grand  Chapter  were 
summoned  for  in  November  and  December,  1910,  at 
Charlestown  and  Parkersburg  respectively,  to  instal  the 
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Grand  Chaplain  in  the  first  instance  and  the  Grand  Tyler 
in  the  next. 

The  Forty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  held  in  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City  of 
Charleston,  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  November,  191 1. 

With  a  full  roster  of  officers  except  the  Grand  Tyler. 
Eleven  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were  present. 

Grand  High  Priest  Wyndham  Stokes  was  able  to  re- 
port a  successful  year.  Three  new  Chapters  were  started 
and  the  work  throughout  was  uniform  mainly  owing  to 
the  diligence  of  the  instructors. 

He  declared  that  his  experience  in  Virginia,  where 
the  system  of  schools  has  been  in  use  for  several  years, 
had  proven  to  him  that  it  is  the  most  satisfactory  method; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  had  also  shown  that  the  West 
Virginia  work  was  the  best  in  the  United  States. 

The  Past  Master  degree  came  in  for  a  share  of  his 
attention,  and  in  view  of  Canada's  happy  condition  of 
being  rid  of  it  and  the  complications  it  causes  elsewhere, 
his  remarks  on  this  precious  "  essential  "  will  be  read  with 
interest. 

"  This  degree  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  this 
State,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  still  an  open  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  Past  Masters  who  have  received  that  degree 
in  the  Chapter  can  be  present  at  a  Provisional  Lodge  of  Past 
Masters.  The  degrees  are  identically  the  same  in  both  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  the  Chapter,  and  I  have  never  seen  any  good  reason 
assigned  for  excluding  the  Chapter  Past  Masters,  except  the 
trouble  with  the  obligation." 

"  In  Virginia,  Chapter  Past  Masters  are  allowed  to  sit  in  a 
Provisional  Past  Master's  Lodge,  and  vice  versa,  without 
objection.  Frequently  it  is  necessary  to  use  Chapter  Past  Masters 
in  order  to  organize  a  Provisional  Lodge,  and  not  infrequently 
the  degree  can  only  be  conferred  by  a  Chapter  Past  Master." 

"  I  have  had  a  discussion  about  this  matter  with  Brother 
Gibson,  a  Past  Grand  Master,  and  he  has  agreed  with  me  that 
the  obligations  of  the  degree  in  both  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter 
should  be  so  changed  that  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  reobligate 
these  men  in  either  the  Chapter  or  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  do  away 
with  the  anomaly  that  now  exists." 
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"  As  the  obligation  of  the  Past  Master's  degree  is  not  a  land- 
mark, I  would  suggest  that  the  necessary  change  be  made,  and 
Chapter  Past  Masters  admitted  without  objection  to  Provisional 
Lodges  of  Past  Masters,  and  vice  versa." 

Upon  the  question  of  whether  dues  have  been  paid  by 
the  members  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  upon  which  membership 
in  the  Chapter  is  dependent,  he  communicated  with  the 
Chapters,  and  the  invariable  reply  was  "  receive  no  infor- 
mation from  the  Blue  Lodge  in  regard  to  members' 
standing." 

And  why  should  they?  The  Blue  Lodge  is  under  no 
obligation  to  furnish  such  information,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  is  not  supposed  to  be  aware  of  the  existence  of 
the  Chapter,  but  then  this  is  only  one  of  the  little  troubles 
incidental  to  the  upholding  of  the  "  doctrine." 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Hiram  R.  Howard,  who  suc- 
ceeds the  lamented  J.  D.  Baines  as  Correspondent,  fur- 
nishes a  pleasant  review  of  thirty-one  Grand  Chapters, 
Canada  for  191 1  included.  His  reference  to  absentee 
officers  was  probably  penned  with  the  idea  that  this  juris- 
diction was  about  West  Virginia's  size.  We  cannot  con- 
fine officers  to  within  hailing  distance  of  headquarters  and 
there  is  no  mileage  and  per  diem  provided  for  distances 
that  would  take  over  a  week  to  cover.  Moreover,  it  is 
not  all  the  good  officers  who  attend  Grand  Chapter.  'There 
are  hard  workers,  laboring  faithfully  in  the  interests  of 
the  Royal  Craft,  whose  domicile  is  perhaps  three  to  four 
thousand  miles  away  from  the  annual  Convocation. 
Withal  he  is  kindly  disposed  and  his  criticisms  are  frater- 
nal. The  report  is  a  good  one  and  Comp.  Howard's  ten- 
ure should  be  lasting.  We  congratulate  West  Virginia  on 
its  wise  selection. 

Harry  S.  Cushwa,  Martinsburg,  Grand  High  Priest. 

D.  K.  Reed,  Clarksburg,  Grand  Secretary. 

Wisconsin 

Chapters   .  .   82.  Members   .  .  9,904. 

The  Sixty-first  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Wisconsin  was  opened  in 
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ample  form  "  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  "  in  the  Masonic 
Building,  corner  Jefferson  and  Oneida  Streets,  in  the  City 
of  Milwaukee,  on  Thursday  morning,  February  21st, 
1911. 

Grand  Chapter  was  cheered  by  a  visit  from  the  king 
bee,  the  ubiquitous  General  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E. 
Camp.  Nathan  Kiragsley,  whose  welcome  was  enthusiastic 
and  cordial.  With  becoming  modesty  he  returned  the 
gavel  to  the  Grand  High  Priest,  declining  to  preside,  say- 
ing that  he  came  as  a  visitor  and  as  such  desired  to  enjoy 
and  observe. 

As  the  recorder  puts  it,  "  What  he  said  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  said  it,  made  a  deep  and  lasting  impression 
upon  all  who  were  fortunate  to  listen  to  his  address." 

Grand  High  Priest  West  declared  a  recess  to  enable 
every  delegate  present  to  personally  meet  and  exchange 
courtesies  with  Wisconsin's  honored  guest.  Many  took 
advantage  upon  being  introduced  to  compliment  the  dis- 
tinguished Companion  on  his  admirable  address. 

A  most  fraternal  greeting  by  letter  was  received  from 
the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Iowa  and  presented  to  Grand 
Chapter  by  Iowa's  representative. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said  Grand  Chapter  was  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  splendid  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  The  year  had  been 
one  of  peace  and  harmony  and  a  splendid  growth,  372 
having  been  added  to  the  numbers  in  the  year. 

Among  his  decisions  was  one  providing  that  physical 
disability  after  a  brother  has  received  the  Mark  degree 
is  no  bar  to  his  proceeding  further. 

Dealing  with  an  application  for  financial  relief  for  a 
member  of  a  subordinate  Chapter,  the  G.  H.  P.  gave  it 
as  his  opinion  that  such  application  was  ill  advised,  for 
the  reason  that  Grand  Chapter  did  not  maintain  a  charity 
fund.  He  said  the  Grand  Lodge  had  a  committee  to  look 
after  its  charity  fund,  to  which  they  all  contributed,  and 
dispenses  it  to  all  those  in  need.     Every  dollar  appro- 
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priated  in  Grand  Chapter  to  subordinate  Chapters  for 
charity  was,  in  his  opinion,  just  relieving  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  so  much  of  its  duty.  This  view  of  the  matter  received 
the  endorsation  of  Grand  Chapter. 

He  authorized  the  starting  of  a  new  Chapter  at  West 
Allis  and  recommended  the  consideration  of  a  petition 
from  former  members  of  Mazomanie  Chapter  for  its  re- 
habilitation, believing  that  a  restoration  of  the  charter 
after  a  seven  years'  sleep  would  effect  good  results. 

Grand  Secretary  Perry  introduced  his  report  with  a 
glance  at  the  ten  years  in  which  he  has  held  the  office  and 
remarked  feelingly  on  the  many  changes  which  a  brief 
decade  can  effect. 

"  With  all  this  varied  change  in  the  personnel  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  we  rejoice  that  its  object  remains  the  same,  'to  fit  men 
for  the  battle  of  life,  teaching  us  to  be  patient  and  forbearing, 
having   fervent   charity   for   all.'  " 

A  jewel  was  voted  to  retiring  Grand  High  Priest 
Walter  A.  West,  which  will  be  presented  at  next  Annual. 
In  this  connection  it  was  resolved  that  hereafter  the  Grand 
Secretary  be  authorized  and  requested  to  procure  and 
have  ready  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel  to  be  pre- 
sented to  retiring  Past  Grand  High  Priests  respectively 
at  the  close  of  future  Annual  Convocations. 

Congratulations  were  extended  in  the  form  of  a  reso- 
lution proposed  by  the  General  Grand  High  Priest,  who 
had  been  made  an  honorary  member  of  Grand  Chapter,  to 
Companion  David  H.  Wright  for  his  life-long  devotion 
to  Freemasonry  and  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin 
in  particular,  having  entered  upon  his  forty-first  year  as 
Grand  Treasurer,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  rising  vote  amid  great 
applause. 

The  veteran  Companion  responded  briefly  but  feel- 
ingly, assuring  the  Companions  that  he  appreciated  the 
kindly  spirit  exhibited  and  the  brotherly  affection  which 
prompted  the  action. 

The  ceremony  of  installation  was  conducted  in  a  most 
able  manner  by  the  General  Grand  High  Priest.     He  had 
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committed  to  memory  the  entire  service,  and  the  absence 
of  the  book  made  the  service  very  much  more  impressive. 

The  Past  Grand  High  Priest  reveals  a  little  more 
of  himself  in  the  Correspondence  report  before  us  than 
he  did  on  a  former  occasion.  The  "  brevity  "  for  which 
he  was  "  criticized  "  is  still  noticeable,  but  he  can  take  the 
fraternal  assurance  that  his  critics  are  satisfied  now  that 
he  can  hold  his  own  with  the  best,  and  his  Companions  of 
Wisconsin  will  be  none  the  less  pleased  even  if  they  have 
to  "  pay  the  bills."  He  gives  a  favorable  notice  to  Canada 
for  1910,  and,  remarking  on  the  Grand  Z.'s  prohibition  of 
the  use  of  extraneous  matter  in  the  presentation  of  cer- 
tain degree  work  by  a  private  Chapter,  says :  "  Evidently 
their  constitution  prescribes  the  paraphernalia  to  be  used 
in  the  several  degrees  as  well  as  the  ritual." 

No,  Companion,  it  does  not,  but  it  prescribes  very 
clearly  that  the  authorized  work  must  be  strictly  adhered 
to  and  that  innovation  of  any  kind  is  prohibited.  The 
importation  and  use  of  accessories  at  variance  with  this 
command  was  the  nature  of  the  offence  complained  of,  and 
the  offender  is  not  likely  to  repeat  the  experiment. 

He  refers  to  our  criticism  on  the  extraordinary  re- 
marks of  his  Grand  High  Priest  touching  reports  on 
Correspondence  as  "  savage."  Well,  all  we  can  say  is 
that,  as  a  reviewer  himself,  he  must  have  noticed  that 
the  savage  element  was  not  confined  to  Canada,  and 
although  he  writes  in  the  guise  of  a  defender,  we  doubt 
if  the  good  Companion  was  inordinately  proud  of  the 
"  gentle  "  effusion  of  his  sometime  chief. 

He  is  certainly  no  admirer  of  the  peculiar  enactments 
which  a  large  number  of  jurisdictions  have  adopted, 
despite  their  direct  antagonism  to  ancient  usage.  If 
Companion  Wright  continues  to  harp  on  the  dependent 
membership  "  fad "  and  legislation  of  the  union  label 
variety,  he  is  in  danger  of  being  classed  with  the  "  buzz- 
fly  "  chasers.  He  writes,  however,  as  if  "tirades"  of 
that  nature  had  no  terrors  for  Wisconsin's  Correspondent. 

Elias  L.  Urquhart,  Medford,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  W.  Perry,  Milwaukee,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Wyoming 

Chapters   . .   10.  Members   .  .  804. 

A  neatly  printed  and  carefully  compiled  volume  re- 
cords the  proceedings  of  the  Third  Annual  Convocation 
of  Wyoming's  Grand  Chapter,  held  at  Cheyenne  on  the 
6th  April,  191 1. 

Comps.  Jacob  H.  Epperson  of  Utah,  lepresentative  of 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templar,  U.  S.  A.;  Hugh  Hynds,  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  of  Wyoming,  and  Joseph  H.  King,  Grand  Com- 
mander of  the  Grand  Commandery  K.  T.  of  Wyoming, 
were  visitors  whom  Grand  High  Priest  Jesse  Converse 
welcomed  most  heartily,  and  led  him  to  remark  that  an 
occasion  like  this  very  seldom  happens  in  any  man's  life, 
when  the  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Master  and  the 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  State  are  all  members  of  the 
same  Blue  Lodge,  the  same  Chapter  and  the  same  Com- 
mandery. He  gave  warm  greeting  too  to  the  fourteen 
representatives  of  sister  Grand  Chapters  present,  among 
whom  was  Grand  Chaplain  Rev.  Geo.  C.  Rafter,  repre- 
senting Canada. 

His  address  to  the  Companions  told  in  plain  words 
the  story  of  his  year's  work,  but  there  was  nothing  in  it 
of  special  interest  to  call  for  remark,  except  perhaps  his 
suggestion  for  the  growth  of  the  Capitular  Rite  in  his 
State.  He  recommended  that  whenever  ten  or  more 
Master  Masons  located  in  a  city  or  town  where  a  Master 
Masons'  Lodge  is  located  shall  have  expressed  a  desire  to 
organize  a  new  Chapter  and  become  applicants  for  the 
Capitular  degrees  that  they  may  make  application  to  the 
nearest  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  for  such  degrees 
and,  if  elected,  the  Chapter  to  which  application  has  been 
made  shall  be  authorized  to  receive  the  legal  fees  and 
transfer  the  amount,  less  expenses  incurred,  back  to  the 
Chapter  U.  D.  when  the  petitioning  candidates  shall  have 
received  a  dispensation  to  open  and  form  such  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  and  confer  the  several  degrees. 
11 
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This  bright  idea  commended  itself  to  the  members  of 
the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  and  it  is  presumed 
found  favor  with  Grand  Chapter,  though  it  is  not  so 
stated. 

Jewels  provided  for  under  a  resolution  of  the  previous 
year  were  then  presented  by  E.  Comp.  Cyrus  Beard,  Chief 
Justice  of  Wyoming,  to  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Adrian 
J.  Parshall,  Birney  H.  Sage  and  Jesse  Converse. 

The  chronicler  states  that  the  address  of  E.  Comp. 
Beard  on  this  occasion,  while  extemporaneous,  was  "  a 
gem  of  thought  seldom  equalled  in  Capitular  Masonry,"" 
the  beauty  of  the  address  exceeding  the  expectation  of 
the  most  enthusiastic  admirers  of  the  accomplished  jurist 
and  Masonic  student. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Adrian  J.  Parshall  prepared 
an  excellent  report  on  Correspondence,  quite  up  to  the 
high  standard  disclosed  in  his  initial  effort,  and  led 
his  readers  to  expect.  He  reviews  favorably  Canada  for 
1910.  Noting  a  remark  of  ours  on  a  certain  action  of  his 
Grand  Chapter,  he  says : 

"  He  also  takes  exception  to  the  resolution  that  the  Grand 
High  Priest  shall  act  as  ex-officio  Grand  Lecturer,  and  says  that 
in  adopting  such  resolution  we  '  exhibited  a  freshness  which 
time  and  custom  will  amend.'  Will  the  Comp.  kindly  enlighten 
us  wherein  we  have  gone  wrong?  Surely  the  Grand  Body  has 
authority  to  instruct  any  of  its  officers!" 

Here  we  might  quote  his  approving  comment  on  the 
Grand- Z's  condemnation  of  the  vest-pocket  diploma,  and 
perhaps  paraphrase  it  so  that  it  would  read  as  a  reply, 
only  we  have  no  "  York  Rite  "  Masons.  They  passed 
from  the  stage  a  couple  of  centuries,  or  more,  ago. 

"We  would  go  further  and  say  that  we  believe  it  is  beneath 
the  dignity  of  a  York  Rite  Mason  to  carry  credentials  in  the 
shape  ot  traveling  cards." 

Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  Grand  Chapter's  dignity 
is  in  the  protecting  custody,  between  Convocations,  of  the 
Grand  High  Priest  and  one  might  as  reasonably  expect 
the  farmer  to  do  the  hired  man's  chores  as  to  put  the 
duties  of  an  inferior  officer  on  the  shoulders  of  the  chief 
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ruler.  Grand  Chapter,  to  sustain  its  own  dignity,  should 
jealously  guard  that  of  its  Grand  High  Priest  in  whom  is 
vested,  for  a  period,  all  that  the  word  implies.  To  visit 
the  Chapters  in  a  dual  capacity  is  to  imperil  the  veneration 
due  to  the  more  exalted  position. 

We  have  enjoyed  our  half  hour  with  Comp.  Parshall, 
and  hope  to  enjoy  and  benefit  by  his  wisdom  in  the  future. 

Jacob  F.  Hoop,  Sheridan,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Adrian  J.  Parshall,  Cheyenne,  Grand  Secretary. 


CONCLUSION. 


In  venturing  an  afterword,  a  little  may  be  added  to  the 
foregoing  review  in  the  guise  of  warning.  Felicitations 
on  the  existing  condition  of  restful  peace  reported  from 
all  points  of  the  Capitular  compass  has  become  a  habit  in 
reports  of  this  kind,  notwithstanding  that  from  the  teach- 
ings and  practices  of  the  fraternity  nothing  less  should 
be  expected.  To  affect  a  pleased  surprise  that  brethren 
should  dwell  together  in  continuous  amity  is  only  to 
assume  that  an  occasional  ripple  on  the  surface  might 
furnish  a  welcome  diversion  to  a  prolonged  calm.  The 
question  whether  such  condition  is  ominous  may  well  be 
put  when  the  signs  are  sufficiently  portentous  to  arouse 
the  caution  of  well-disposed  Companions  who  are  still 
blind  to  the  small  cloud  like  unto  a  man's  hand,  which 
grows  threateningly  larger. 

The  "  father  of  his  country  "  once  truly  remarked 
that  the  most  effectual  way  to  preserve  peace  was  to  be 
prepared  for  war.  Even  a  superficial  reading  of  the 
doings  of  our  Companions  elsewhere  must  convince  the 
most  confiding  that  the  "  improver  "  is  abroad  and  indus- 
triously at  work  to  undermine  the  old-time  customs  and 
usage,  the  very  simplicity  of  which  proved  an  irresistible 
armour  of  defence  for  the  ancient  Craft.  Graduates 
from  the  modern  school  of  imitative  mushroom  organiza- 
tions   having    succeeded    in    doping   the    watchdog    and 
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effected  an  entrance,  are  insidiously  at  their  fell  work 
and  especially  busy  on  the  "  joints  of  the  harness." 

It  is  not  difficult  to  detect  the  persuasive  "  joiner." 
He  carries  the  freshness  and  earthy  odor  of  the  mush- 
room with  him.  You  can  recognize  it  in  the  otherwise 
pure  atmosphere  of  the  Chapter  when  phrases  like  "  Our 
beloved  Order,"  "  Good  of  the  Order,"  etc.,  are  rolled 
like  a  sweet  morsel  over  the  melifluous  tongue  of  the 
imported  Masonic  saviour. 

This  writer  may  be  regarded  as  an  old-fashioned,  non- 
progressive idealist,  crank  if  you  like,  but  when  he  sees, 
through  modern  legal  enactments  and  other  procedure, 
the  identity  and  simplicity  of  the  once  venerated  Masonic 
structure  give  undisputed  place  to  the  up-to-date  methods 
of  the  "  Pre-Adamite  and  Progressive  Order  of  Assinine 
Axemen,"  he  is  inclined  to  nourish  a  doubt  as  to  the 
outcome. 

"  Shrine  of  the  Mighty !  can  it  be 
That  this  is  all  remains  of  thee?" 

Fraternallv  submitted, 


ChairmanJ 
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Proceedings  Reviewed 


Alabama 1910 

Arizona 191 1 

Arkansas 1910 

California  191 1 

Colorado 191 1 

Connecticut 191 1 

Delaware 191 1 

District  of  Columbia.  .  191 1 

England 1910 

Florida 191 1 

Georgia 191 1 

Idaho 1910 

Illinois 1910 

Indiana 191 1 

Iowa 191 1 

Kansas    191 1 

Kentucky 191 1 

Louisiana. 191 1 

Maine 191 1 

Massachusetts 1910 

Michigan 191 1 

Minnesota 191 1 

Mississippi   191 1 

Missouri 191 1 

Montana 1910 

Nebraska 1910 

Nevada 191 1 


New  Brunswick 1910 

New  Hampshire 191 1 

New  Jersey 191 1 

New  Mexico 191 1 

New  South  Wales.  .  .  .  1910 

New  York 191 1 

New  Zealand 191 1 

North  Carolina 191 1 

North  Dakota 191 1 

Nova  Scotia 191  o 

Ohio 1910-  1 1 

Oklahoma 191 1 

Oregon   191 1 

Pennsylvania 1910 

Quebec 1911 

Rhode  Island 191 1 

South  Carolina 191 1 

South  Dakota 191 1 

Tennessee 191 1 

Texas 1910 

Vermont 191 1 

Victoria 191 1 

Virginia 1910 

Washington 191 1 

West  Virginia 1910 

Wisconsin 191 1 

Wyoming 191 1 
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Alabama,  1910 

Arizona,  1910 

Arkansas,  1910 

California,   1910  . . .  . 

Canada,  191 1 

Colorado,  1910 

Connecticut,  1910... 

Delaware,  191 1 

Dist.  Columbia,  191 1 

Florida,  1910 

Georgia,  1910 

Idaho,  1910 

Illinois,  1910 

Indiana,  1910 

Iowa,  1910 

Kansas,  191 1 

Kentucky,  1910 

Louisiana,  191 1.    .  .  . 

Maine,  191 1 

Maryland,  1910 

Massachusetts,  1910  .  . 

Michigan,  1910 

Minnesota,  1910 

Mississippi,  1910 

Missouri,  1910 

Montana,  1909 

Nebraska,  1910 

Nevada,  1910 

New  Brunswick,  1909.. 
New  Hampshire,  1910. 

New  Jersey,  1910 

New  Mexico,  1910.  .  .  . 

New  York,  1910 

North  Carolina,  1910. . 
North  Dakota,  1910  .  . 
Nova  Scotia,  iqio  .... 

Ohio,  1910 

Oklahoma,  1910 

Oregon,  1910 

Pennsylvania,  1909  .  . 

Quebec,  1910 

Rhode  Island,  1910  .  .  . 
South  Carolina,  1910.  . 
South  Dakota.  1910. .  . 

Tennessee,  191 1 

Texas,  1910 

Vermont,  1910 

Virginia,  1910 

Washington,  1910  .... 
West  Virginia,  1910. .  . 

Wisconsin,  191 1 

Wyoming,  191 1 

Gen.  G.  Chapter,  1909 
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